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Planning a wedding reception timeline can be stressful, but it ensures guests have time to eat, drink, dance, and mingle, as well as enjoy traditions and celebrations. The average wedding reception lasts about four to five hours, and while there is no prescribed order, most couples follow a traditional timeline. A typical wedding reception starts with a
cocktail hour, followed by the couple's grand entrance, toasts, dinner, parent dances, first dance, cake cutting, and dancing. Some couples also include traditions like the bouquet and garter toss, religious or cultural elements, and a grand exit.CharacteristicsValuesCocktail hourGuests enjoy drinks, hors d'oeuvres, and conversation; the couple takes
portraits; the venue staff restages the space if the ceremony and reception are in the same roomArrival of the wedding partyThe couple makes their grand entranceDinnerThe couple's parents may give a blessing before the meal; speeches and toasts are given as guests eatFirst danceThe couple performs their first dance, followed by the father-
daughter and mother-son dancesCake cuttingThe couple cuts the cake and feeds it to each otherDancingThe D] or band plays a mix of upbeat songs and romantic balladsBouquet and garter tossThe couple decides whether to include this time-honoured traditionFarewellsThe couple departs, and vendors and the cleanup crew step in to pack and clean
up Cocktail hourDuring cocktail hour, guests can enjoy drinks and hors d'oeuvres, or appetizers, in a laid-back, upbeat atmosphere. It is typically held in a separate space from the reception, such as a hotel rooftop, a resort pool deck, a garden patio, or a smaller room outside the reception space. The cocktail hour can also be held in the same room as
the ceremony, allowing venue staff time to restage the space for the reception.Entertainment may also be provided during cocktail hour, such as live music or a photo booth. The decorations for cocktail hour should be relaxed and inviting, with elegant linens, captivating centrepieces, candles, and other decorative elements.The cocktail hour usually
takes place between the ceremony and the reception, acting as a buffer to allow guests to travel between venues if they are in different locations. However, it is not a hard-and-fast rule, and some couples choose to have the cocktail hour before the ceremony, especially if they are doing a first look photo shoot before the wedding.DinnerCocktail Hour
and AppetizersThe cocktail hour serves as a buffer between the wedding ceremony and reception. During this time, guests can enjoy drinks, hors d'oeuvres, and conversation. It's also an opportunity for the newlyweds to take portraits and mingle with their guests. This hour allows the venue staff to prepare the reception space and restage the area if
the ceremony and reception are in the same room.Guest Seating and IntroductionsAs the cocktail hour comes to a close, guests are guided to their assigned tables or seats. This is a good time for the wedding party entrances and introductions. The married couple often makes their grand entrance into the reception at this point, sometimes in new
outfits specifically for the reception.The dinner service should begin promptly to ensure guests are well-fed before the dance floor opens. Whether plated, family-style, or buffet, it's best to let guests eat shortly after entering the reception. This way, they'll have energy for the rest of the festivities.Speeches and BlessingsTraditionally, speeches and
toasts are given while guests are enjoying their meal. This is a good time to capture guests' attention, and the officiant's prayer can be a cue for the catering team to begin serving dinner. At this time, the couple's parents may give a brief welcome speech or blessing.Cake CuttingThe cake-cutting ceremony usually takes place after dinner. The
newlyweds cut the first slice of cake together and feed it to each other. The cake is then served to the guests as dancing continues.Dancing and After-PartyAfter dinner, the dance floor opens, and the couple's first dance may take place. This is followed by parent dances and open dancing for all guests. The wedding reception typically lasts about four
to five hours, and an after-party is common if the reception ends early.Remember, while there is a traditional timeline, you can customize the order of events to suit your preferences and create a unique and memorable wedding reception.Toasts and speechesWedding toasts and speeches are a great way to make your wedding reception more personal
and memorable. They are also a fantastic opportunity to thank your guests for being a part of your special day. While there is no mandatory order for wedding toasts and speeches, there is a traditional order that you can follow and adjust according to your preferences.The traditional wedding speech order usually starts with the father of the bride,
followed by the father of the groom or the groom's family. This is a respectful nod to another essential couple of the evening. The groom or the couple may then give a brief speech to thank the guests for their presence. The best man usually gives the first toast, followed by the maid of honour. The newlyweds may also opt to give a speech together or
individually to welcome and thank their guests.There are several options for the timing of the speeches. You can start the toasts at the end of the cocktail hour, or when the food service begins. You can also time the speeches at the start of the meal, during the salad course, or during the main course. Another option is to wait until dinner is almost
finished, so that guests can digest their meal before hitting the dance floor.It is recommended to limit the number of wedding reception speeches to no more than four to avoid dragging on and cutting into the rest of the reception timeline.First dance and parent dancesThe first dance usually happens at the start of the reception, after the grand
entrance. However, some couples may opt to have their first dance after their guests have eaten, or even after dinner.After the first dance, the spotlight shifts to the parents for the father-daughter and mother-son dances. There is no strict order for these dances, and they can take place at several points during the wedding reception. They may occur
immediately after the first dance, towards the end of dinner, after the toasts, or after the cake-cutting. The bride dances with her father, and then the groom dances with his mother. Other relatives, like grandparents, may also join in.The wedding party dance typically follows the parent dances. The best man and maid of honour dance together first,
then the rest of the wedding party joins in. The anniversary dance, also known as the bouquet dance, is a tradition that some couples include after the parent dances. All married couples are invited to the dance floor, and the D] asks couples to sit down based on how long they've been married, until the couple married the longest is left dancing.Cake
cuttingThe wedding cake cutting ceremony is an important tradition and a sweet moment in the celebration. It is one of the first responsibilities of the newlyweds as a married couple. The couple cuts the first slice of the cake together, feeding it to each other, with one partner placing their hand over the other's as a symbol of their promise to support
each other.While the timing of the cake-cutting ceremony is flexible, it usually happens after dinner, before the parent dances, and towards the end of the reception. Cutting the cake signals to guests, especially older guests, that the reception is almost over and that they can start heading home. It is also a practical consideration, as it allows the
photographer to capture the moment and leave earlier, and gives the catering team more time to cut, plate, and serve the cake to guests.Some couples prefer to cut the cake earlier, either before or immediately after dinner, to allow guests enough time to enjoy dessert. This approach can also help to put toasts and speeches without disrupting the
flow of the evening.The wedding cake is typically paid for by the bride's family, but there is no reason why the groom's family or the couple themselves cannot cover the cost. Many couples opt for cakes with two or more flavours and fillings to satisfy both partners and their guests.Frequently asked questions There is no set order of events, but there is
a traditional timeline that most couples follow. The wedding reception usually starts with a cocktail hour, followed by the married couple's grand entrance. Then, there is a first dance, dinner, and toasts. After dinner, there is another dance session, followed by the cake-cutting, and then the rest of the dancing. The cocktail hour is a transition period
between the wedding ceremony and reception. It allows guests to enjoy drinks and hors d'oeuvres and gives them time to travel between venues if the ceremony and reception are in different locations. It also gives the couple an opportunity to take portraits and change outfits. Other wedding reception traditions include the bouquet and garter toss,
parent dances (father-daughter and mother-son), and a grand exit. The average wedding reception lasts about four to five hours, but some couples may choose to have an after-party at a nearby venue. From the moment the guests arrive and take their seats to the exit strategy for everyone involved, a wedding ceremony requires a fair amount of
choreography in order to run smoothly. One way to ensure your day goes as well as possible is by creating a wedding ceremony outline. Without a plan, there's a good chance your families and bridal party won't know where everyone should be when it comes time to say "I do." While some aspects of your wedding ceremony outline will depend on your
venue, party size, and type of religious service (should you choose to have one), there are a number of traditional wedding details that are fairly standard, no matter what type of ceremony you're planning. Here, we walk you through the basic timeline before breaking it down into the specifics for some of the most popular types of ceremonies:
Catholic, Jewish, Hindu, and nondenominational. Of course, you may choose to conduct your ceremony in a different way (after all, it's your big day!), but be sure to ask the officiant if they are amenable to changes before finalizing your plans. Credit: Josh and Dana Fernandez The first order of business at any ceremony is quite natural: guiding your
wedding guests to their seats. Have your ushers start escorting guests up to 30 to 45 minutes before the ceremony begins. This can be timed to coincide with the music start time or the arrival of transportation. Ushers should assign places as the guests arrive, from front rows to back, with the exception of the parents and any special guests for whom
seats are reserved. At a traditional Christian wedding or a large civil ceremony, the bride's family and friends are seated on the left and the groom's on the right. At a traditional Jewish wedding, the bride's side is on the right and the groom's is on the left. Mark off the first few rows with flowers or ribbon as seating for immediate family and special
guests (such as the flower girl's and ring bearer's parents, someone giving a reading, and close relatives). Credit: Ryan Ray The final guests to be seated at Christian ceremonies are, in this order: grandparents, mother of the groom (with father walking just behind), and mother of the bride. At Jewish ceremonies, the parents enter with the bride and
stand under the chuppah during the ceremony; stepparents may sit in the aisle seats in the second and third rows or stand under the chuppabh if they are very close to the bride or groom. Ask divorced parents how they'd like to be seated during the ceremony. They may choose to sit together in the front row, but if one or both parents are remarried, or
your parents are not on good terms, consider asking one to sit in the first row and the other immediately behind them in the second. Credit: Lisa Zeising of Abby Jiu Photography Just before the procession begins, the officiant takes their place, with the groom to the left, and, if not entering with the rest of the bridal party, the best man to the groom's
left, all three facing the guests. The ushers may also stand at the front, or they may start the procession, walking in pairs. The second group to enter should be the bridesmaids, and they may or may not be escorted by groomsmen or ushers, if those attendants haven't already entered. The honor attendant (maid or matron of honor) is the last of the
bridesmaids to enter, sometimes alone and sometimes on the arm of the best man. If a ring bearer and a flower girl participate, they should enter third. They are the last ones down the aisle before the bride. Finally, the lady of honor arrives. At Christian services, she is escorted by her father on his left arm, while at Jewish ceremonies, she is
traditionally escorted by both her mother and father. Today, whether Jewish or not, the bride often asks her mother to join in the walk down the aisle. It's also important to note that a Jewish wedding procession is largely the same as a processional for a Christian service, except that grandparents, the groom's parents, and the bride's mother all join
the processional. The rabbi and the cantor often lead it.Couples having civil ceremonies can customize to their preferences or circumstances. For example, some same-sex couples might choose to process together, from either side of the venue or one after the other, either escorted by a parent or not. Credit: Mo Davis Photography Once everyone is
present and in their proper places, the officiant generally offers an address to establish the reason for the gathering. Depending on the style of your ceremony, this speech may be short and sweet or include a combination of prayers, readings, anecdotes, or declarations of intent. Credit: Julia Kaptelova Photography Here comes the important part: the
vows. Consider the promises you make to one anotherwhether handwritten or borrowed from a bookthe main event. Some couples write their own vows, while others choose prewritten options based on their religion; some forgo vows altogether for other symbolic rituals. In Christian ceremonies, for example, couples often recite classic vows led by
the officiant, notably including "to have and to hold, from this day forward," and so on. In Jewish weddings, formal vows aren't required, but you'll often hear the recitation of the Seven Blessings. This part can be done standing face to face, with or without a microphone, depending on your setting and audience size. Credit: Chad Munro When you both
have spoken your peace, the officiant should prompt you to exchange wedding rings, usually by asking you to repeat a phrase like "With this ring, I thee wed," or "(Name), take this ring as a sign of my love." (Again, this depends on the religion or style of ceremony chosen.) Credit: Sanaz Photography The priest, minister, rabbi, or officiant may now
give a blessing or a few words of conclusion. Credit: Carlie Statsky With promises made and rings exchanged, it's now time for the officiant to formally declare your union ("I now pronounce you [man] and [wife]") and ask you to seal the deal with a kiss ("You may now kiss the bride"). Credit: Sally Pinera Following your kiss, walk (or maybe dance!) up
the aisle as a newly wedded couple. The bridal party exits shortly behind you. Then, the guests are dismissed, usually by row. Credit: Corbin Gurkin Here's a rundown of what to expect at a Catholic mass. First and foremost, know that these services are usually one hour long. Want it shorter? Have your choir or song leader recite prayers instead of
singing them to save about 10 minutes. Processional: Ceremonial entrance of the priest and bridal party.Hymn: A starting poem to praise God, either spoken or sung by the priest.Opening Prayer: A greeting to everyone and/or prayer by the priest.Old Testament Reading: An Old Testament passage of your choice shared aloud by the reader of your
choice (couples often choose an excerpt from the Book of Genesis).Responsorial Psalm: An excerpt (usually sung by a song leader and the congregation) from the Book of Psalms in response to the Old Testament Reading.New Testament Reading: A reading of your choice from the New Testament, shared by the person of your choice.Gospel: An
excerpt from one of the apostles in the New Testament: Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John.Homily: A sermon from the priest based on the gospel and usually pertaining to your impending marriage.Rite of Marriage: The vow ceremony, blessing and exchange of rings, and an optional Unity Candle lighting.Lord's Prayer: Recitation of "Our Father" together
with the congregation.Sign of Peace: A moment to shake hands with neighbors and offer them peace and blessings.Communion: An offering of communion to bride and groom, followed by the bridal party and the rest of the guests. (Only those who are Catholic should participate in this portion, though non-Catholic attendants and guests may come
forward for a blessing instead.)Blessing and Dismissal: A formal blessing and introduction of the newly wedded couple by the priest before dismissing. Recessional: The bride and groom, priest, and bridal party exit the church. You can also ask your priest to add the Prayer of the Faithful as a significant way to honor family members who have passed.
Credit: Hunter Ryan Photo Jewish services usually go as follows, and will take roughly 30 minutes. Want it shorter? The only absolute requirement is the signing of the Ketubah, so you can select what else you want to weave in. Ketubah: Signing of the marriage contract.Badeken: Veiling of the bride.Chuppah Ceremony: The bride and groom move
under the canopy, which represents the couple's new home and life together.Kiddushin: Circling and exchanging of rings.Sheva Brachot: Seven blessings; breaking of the glass.Yichud: Couple's alone time before the reception. To personalize your ceremony, appoint a friend to collect the broken pieces of sheva brachot glass, which you can have hand-
blown into a piece of art. Credit: Bonnie Sen At Hindu weddings, which generally take about three hours (to make it shorter, cut anything but the Seven Stepswithout it, the marriage isn't valid), the ceremony traditionally includes the following: Ganesh Puja: Prayer to dispel all evils.Baraat: Arrival of the groom.Parchan: Arrival of the
bride.Kanyadaan: Giving the daughter away.Gathbandhan: Tying the knot.Mangal fera: Walking around the fire.Saptapadi: Seven Steps.Saubhagya Chinha: Blessing the bride.Aashirvaad: Blessings.Viddai: The bride's departure. Place a coconut under the wheel of your getaway car, a modern update on the tradition of a carriage driving over the fruit
to test its strength. Credit: Jose Villa And finally, most nondenominational ceremonies, which take about 30 minutes but can easily be shortened, follow this outline. Processional: Entrance of the wedding party.Welcome: Opening remarks from the officiant.Readings: Opportunity to share meaningful passages.Officiant's Address: A speech by the
person leading the ceremonyDeclaration of Intent: Also known as the "I dos."Vows: Promises to one another, either handwritten or selected.Exchange of Rings: Ceremonial giving of the sign of love and loyalty.Blessing or Closing Remarks: Final words from the officiant.Pronouncement: Official declaration of marriage.Recessional: The exit of the bride,
groom, and bridal party. You can also get creative by having loved ones stand up and give marriage advice. You may now Kkiss the bride!Undoubtedly, a wedding ceremony is a moment to cherish. But what follows after the ceremony? The reception! Typically, the wedding planner, MC, or venue manager takes charge of maintaining order. Therefore,
its essential to provide them with a wedding reception timeline.In this guide, weve outlined a comprehensive five-hour reception timeline and addressed seven common reception and party-related questions, ensuring that your unforgettable evening runs seamlessly. Whether youre the bride or a guest at the wedding, having insight into the wedding
reception timeline can be quite beneficial for your planning. While the duration of weddings can vary, having a general idea of what to expect during the reception will help you prepare for that beautiful day.Plus, for those looking to express their gratitude to bridesmaids, consider our personalized bridesmaid gifts, adding a heartfelt touch to your
bridal party experience. And if you happen to be a bridesmaid at the wedding, dont forget to check out our ultimate bridesmaid duties guide to stay well-prepared and ahead of the game. Bride and Groom: During this time, the couple is usually takes their wedding pictures in a remote location. The wedding party, parents and close family members are
included in the photos as well.Guests: Your guests are slowly exiting the ceremony and moving their way to the venue or reception location. The cocktail hour is a great time to have your guests mingle, eat some hors doeuvres and wind down before the party gets started.Bride and Groom: The bride and groom are arriving from their photo session and
preparing to enter the venue as newlyweds. If the wedding party plans to enter the hall along with the bride and groom, they should be lining up at this time as well.Guests: This is where the MC (D], wedding coordinator or family member) gathers all the guests and ushers them into the reception hall where the party will take place. Guests can also
drop off their wedding gifts at the appropriate table. Bride and Groom: Following their groomsmen and bridesmaids, the bride and groom enter the venue. (Usually this involves a silly dance depending on the theme of the party.) Guests: Guests are seated. No food is served during this time but the D] is creating the perfect ambience for the bride and
grooms unforgettable entrance.Bride and Groom: After the grand entrance, the couple is now the center of attention! Here, they will dance their first dance as husband and wife. Some couples choose to also include the mother and father of the bride and groom dances immediately after their first dance, so timing can vary.Guests: Now that the
wedding party has arrived, all guests should remain in their seats for upcoming speeches.Bride and Groom: The bride and groom are seated at the head table. Father of the Bride or Groom: Usually the father of the bride gives a welcoming speech thanking everyone for attending. However, some couples prefer to do this themselves.Bride and Groom:
The bride and groom are seated at the head table enjoying their dinner. Afterwards, they make their rounds to each table (once everyone is settled). The couple may choose to take pictures with their guests during this time as well.Guests: Depending on the time of meal, the MC either directs people to the buffet or the D] plays music for a seated
dinner.Bride and Groom: During this time the bride and groom are seated (and crying with emotion), as they listen to beautiful words being spoken about them.Maid of Honor & Best Man: While guests are still enjoying their dinner and mingling with the bride and groom, the maid of honor and best man share heartfelt speeches for the bride and
groom.Bride & Groom: The newlyweds get back on the dance floor to enjoy a sweet moment with their parents. The father and daughter dance typically happens first, followed by the mother and son. Everyone: Now is the time to get your groove on and get silly on the dance floor. During this time the bride and groom may also choose to do the
bouquet toss and garter throw. .Bride and Groom: As the D] slows down the music a bit, the bride and groom cut the cake! At this time, they also thank their guests for coming.Guests: The cake cutting ceremony is usually a good time for guests to grab another drink, coffee or tea and head back to their seats. The cutting of the cake usually marks the
half-point of the party. Bride and Groom: Usually the bride and groom take fun pictures during this time. The photo session can be on the dance floor, with their guests or even nighttime shots at a chosen location.Guests: The party continues. If guests dont show off their dance moves in the first hour, they certainly can now.Bride and Groom: Whether
they choose to stay until the end and make a grand exit, or sneak out for some alone time, the grand finale usually signifies that the party is over.Guests: This is the perfect time to say your goodbyes to the newlyweds as they prepare to head out.Tips For Scheduling Your ReceptionKeep in mind, things do not have to be set in stone. If something lasts
a little longer or a little shorter than expected, there is always room for adjustment. Here are some of the most common reception questions to keep your night running smoothly: Who is in charge of the wedding reception timeline?If there is a wedding planner, he or she is in charge of making sure everything runs smoothly. However, it is also
common for the MC or DJ to direct your guests on what to do next. Make sure whoever is in charge of this has a printed copy of the order of events. How much time should be scheduled for a photo session after the ceremony?30 minutes is a good amount of time for a photo session with the newlyweds and their wedding party. Make sure to plan for a
little extra time if the location is not within ten minutes of the venue or if you have a large family and wedding party. Does the wedding have to have an end time?The wedding should always have an end time assuming its in a rented venue. Some venues allow for a little extra time, however, there may be an extra fee. What is the wedding after-party
etiquette?Since most after parties involve casual drinks at a spot near the reception, there does not need to be a formal invitation. Many times, after parties are held by guests who want to keep the party going. The couple does not need to be in attendance, especially if they are heading off to their honeymoon! Do the bride and groom have to
personally greet each guest?The bride and groom will be running around all day. Although their intention may be to greet each guest personally, time may not always allow that. If the newlyweds dont say hello, dont take it to heart. Image by Carl HeyerdahlYoure ready to tie the knotcongratulations! Once youve said I do its time to kick off your
marriage with a reception that feels authentically you, surrounded by the most cherished people in your life. Every couple is different, and every reception should be too. Weve got the timeline covered so you can focus less on logistics and more on the fun-filled details that will celebrate your unique love.There are many elements included in a wedding
reception and without a carefully crafted reception timeline, planning can quickly feel overwhelming. To take the stress out of your wedding planning, weve crafted the perfect wedding reception timeline to help you visualize the overall flow of the celebration, making for a smooth planning process and allowing you to be present on your big
day.Wedding Reception Timeline Image by Misha-Lee TameCocktail Hour And Wedding Portraits (1-2 hours)Typically lasting anywhere from 1-2 hours depending on your venue and bartender contracts, cocktail hour is typically the start of most wedding receptions and usually begins immediately after the ceremony. Not only is it the best transition
from ceremony to celebration, but it also serves as passing time for guests while youre away capturing photos with your wedding photographer. Despite the name, the cocktail hour can actually last as long as you want. We do recommend its at least an hour to give all your guests plenty of time to settle in and prepare for your big arrival. Just be
mindful of how long your bartenders are booked in contracts to make sure they dont start packing up early.From properly stocking your reception bar to selecting the overall stylethere are endless tasks that go into bringing to life a cozy wedding reception, bar included. To kickstart your cocktail hour planning, check out our guide to your wedding
reception bar.Couples Entrance and First Dances (10-25 minutes)Once memories have been expertly captured and cocktail hour is coming to an end, its time to make your grand entrance. Whether its just you and your partner or the whole wedding party, the reception entrance is a great way to add a unique, fun, and personalized touch to your big
day.After your grand entrance, its time for your first dance. Once you step on the dance floor, take a minute to soak in the applause while your DJ or wedding band transitions to your song. Then enjoy every second of that first dance as a married couple. Your entrance and first dance should last about 10-25 minutes while your guests are finding their
dinner seats. Image by Ana HinojosaWelcome Toasts (10-15 minutes)Before dinner kicks off, take a moment to stand together and thank everyone for attending. Your speech should take less than 10 minutes. Keep in mind, your welcome toast should be short and sweet. The longer, more emotional toasts will come later. Depending on your faith, you
or a family member can then bless the meal.Dinner And Speeches (1-1.5 hours)Now its time to bring in the food. From formal plated meals to food trucks, there are endless dinner catering options. If youve decided on a seated dinner, your servers should be waiting with plates during the welcome toast so that they can begin serving immediately. If
youre having a buffet, your DJ will be in charge of controlling the flow of traffic by announcing when its time for each table to make its way to the food area.Between coursesor about 20 minutes into dinner if youre having a buffetits time to grab your tissues and start speeches. Its typical to have around three people make speeches. But its your big
day, so its entirely up to you. Whether you opt to have best friends or close relatives, ask them ahead of time so they can prepare. When you do, you should also give them a time limit so they dont run too long. We recommend they take place back-to-back so you only have to get the guests attention once.Because wedding sizes, meal sizes, and meal
styles can vary so much, the amount of time you dedicate to this will be unique. As a general rule, all of the speeches shouldnt last longer than 20 minutes and dinner should last about an hour to an hour and a half. Parent Dances (30 minutes)As dinner is finishing up, its time to transition into the dancing phase of the eveningstarting with the father-
daughter or mother-son dance. Typically, the father-daughter dance happens first, but you can do these dances in either order that you prefer or even at the same time.If youre looking for song ideas, weve got our favorite father-daughter dance songs and mother-son dance songs that wont leave a dry eye in the house.Dancing (1-2 hours)With all your
guests focused on the dance floor for the parent dances, have your DJ transition immediately into more upbeat tunes. You and your new spouse should be the first ones back on the dance floor to get the party started. Your guests will follow your lead, especially if youre using the music on this wedding reception playlist. This would also be the time to
fit in any other traditions or games you want to include. Dancing will typically last the rest of the night, with about an hour to spare for the last two activities.Cake Cutting (30 minutes)Now, the moment weve all been waiting fordessert! Maybe youre having a large, tiered wedding cake or maybe you want to ditch tradition and have a donut wall.
Dessert is typically a sign that the wedding reception is almost over, so we recommend putting it no more than one hour before your grand exit. Most guests will stay until after the cake is cut, so this is a good time marker to avoid people leaving too early. Grand Exit (15-25 minutes)While you two are saying your final farewells, your planner should be
getting your guests in place for your grand exit. If youre not into the idea of a grand exit, check out our other ideas for memorable ways to end your reception. From sparklers to driving off on a brand new motorcycleweve seen it all. Whatever you choose, your exit is sure to be the perfect way to end an epic wedding reception.A Reminder About Your
Wedding Reception TimelineYour wedding reception should be a reflection of you, your partner, and your love. If you dont want to include any of the elements weve listed, dont. Whether you host your reception in your favorite restaurant or continue the party in your unique wedding venue, this guide should be taken as just thata guide. If your
timeline runs over, your wedding planner can always help you get back on track. So relax, and enjoy the best party youll ever throw. Youve earned it.From decor to the timelinetheres a lot that goes into the planning of a reception. Weve taken care of the logistics so you can focus on the fun elements like nailing your reception design. Check out these
tips for decorating your reception without having to break the bank to get started. Want to know the best way to structure your wedding reception timeline? These are the most common and essential steps that you will want to include in your own wedding reception to be sure you dont forget anything on your special day!Planning your wedding
reception timeline can get pretty stressful and if youre anything like me, you are searching for the perfect step by step guide to know the exact sequence of events to follow. Having just gotten married this past year, I can totally relate, and I am giving you the very best wedding reception timeline steps in a simple format that you can use on your
wedding day.You are going to find inspiration on how to structure your perfect wedding reception timeline from wedding reception order of events, non traditional wedding reception timeline, cocktail wedding reception timeline, and more!After going through this list of events to include in your wedding reception timeline, you are going to feel so
much more confident in making you worn decision regarding how to structure your reception. Youre going to LOVE the outcome, and my hope is that this will help the stress of planning your events will decrease. Im so excited for you!This post is all about the best wedding reception timeline steps for you to follow as you plan out your special
day.Wedding Reception Timelinel. Cocktail HourThe cocktail hour is a very important step in the wedding reception timeline. It acts as a buffer between the wedding ceremony and the wedding ceremony. This time allows your guests to mingle and walk around after having been sitting for a while.This is also the time when any additional guests can
come, be welcomed, and start enjoying themselves.Typically the cocktail hour lasts for about an hour (hence the name), but you can decide however long you want it to last. Just be sure to let your guests know the structure of the itinerary so that they arent confused or late.At the end of this cocktail hour, guests will move into the reception hall and
find their seats.2. Grand EntranceAfter your guests have been seated, this is when entrances begin. I only mention the grand entrance in the title of this wedding reception timeline step, but you can also have the bridal party entrances at this point in the night.This can be whatever you want it to be. Maybe you have a D] there and people dance in.
Maybe an MC announces each person. Put your own personal touch in, and have fun with it!Finally its your time to shine as the brand new newlywed couple. This is a special moment for you both. This is why its important to make a clear distinction between when the bridal party enters, and you do.Again, this is your wedding and you can enter
however you choose. Some like goofy, some like classic. You may not even want to have the spotlight and forego this step all together. Thats totally fine! Just remember that this is your special day.Typically the entrances can take anywhere between five and twenty minutes. Be sure to coordinate before hand on how this will all go down.{RELATED
POST: 10 of the Most Important Groomsmen Responsibilities}3. First DanceNow that everyone has entered the wedding reception, everyone has been introduced, its time for the couple to have their first dance. Let the spotlight continue for the newlyweds! I mean, why not?!This is a great time, at the beginning of the night, for some great photos to
be taken, for people to observe your happy moments after having just gotten married. Its super special, and one of my favorite steps of the wedding reception timeline.Dont forget to plan this part ahead too. Decide if you are going to do a choreographed dance, or simple and slow. Decide what song you want. Honestly, this is such a fun way to show
your guests the personality of you two as a couple. Its branding you so to speak. Make it your own.Typically the first dance takes about five to ten minutes.4. Dinner and ToastsThe newlywed couple has just danced, sat down together, now its time to begin speeches and dinner. Typically after a nice welcome speech by either the newlywed couple, or
the mother and father of the bride, the meal can start! This welcome speech is the perfect time to express love and genuine gratitude for your guests.Be sure to give enough time for everyone in attendance to eat and enjoy their meal. There is nothing worse than feeling like you cant enjoy the food in front of you because you want to be quiet while
someone is speaking. Let the toasts and speeches wait.Once enough time has been given for food and mingling, the toasts can begin! Typically the best man and maid of honor will give toasts, but this is totally up to those who plan the event. One recommendation would be to plan ahead.There is nothing worse than an embarrassing toast that you
werent expecting But toasts can be some of the best and most meaningful parts of the reception!This whole section usually takes between an hour and an hour and a half.5. DancingNow is when the party really gets started! Usually the dancing starts with the family dances. The father and bride dance, and the mother and groom. This is a very tender
moment that is great for guests to observe.After the last family dance, find a creative way to get everyone up out of their seats and onto the dance floor. This could be by having everyone getting up to get a picture together, or invite everyone to join by slow dancing with a partner. Use the bridal party to help get the party started.The open dance floor
is such a fun part of the wedding reception timeline. Everyone gets to let loose and celebrate with you. During this portion of the night, you can also consider doing the bouquet garter toss, perhaps during a slower song.This is also a really fun time to get candid fun photos, dont skip this step even if you arent a dancer!Typically dancing will take up
about an thirty minutes to an hour.{RELATED POST: 9 Steps to Plan a Simple Wedding}6. Cake CuttingEveryone has been partying, now you get to take back the spotlight by getting dessert underway. Whether you take pieces of the cake and smash them in each others faces or not, this is a very fun tradition to keep in your wedding reception
timeline.Be sure to have your DJ keep the music rolling during cake cutting and dessert. Also, dont forget to have someone assigned to cutting up the rest of your cake for your guests.Take your time with this one too, Its a great time, while eating dessert, to mingle with guests and thank them for coming. In addition, this is a good time for any
changing of clothes to take place if needed.Typically cake cutting and eating will take about 30 minutes to an hour.7. Grand ExitFinally, if you have completed all of the wedding reception timeline steps that you have always hoped for and dreamed of, its time for the grand exit! Be sure to have your exit car where you want it, and have sparklers or
rice ready for guests.Take your time exiting. This is the perfect and most iconic photo op!Be sure to have all the cleanup and teardown assigned so that you can leave and not worry about anything else! You made it through your special night. The rest of your guests can party and enjoy as long as they want.These steps are just an outline to follow. Feel
free to move things around and amend as you want. Its your wedding, and everyone is there for you. Enjoy the night, it goes so fast!This post has been all about wedding reception timeline steps and how to structure your perfect night.Other posts you may like: Every wedding reception is different. You may gravitate toward a grand dinner paired with
an epic dance party or an extended cocktail hour that transitions into a slate of themed activities. However, regardless of what you choose to include in your big day, all post-nuptial celebrations share one thing in common: a structured wedding reception timeline. And while it may not sound romantic, a detailed run of show is a logistical necessity.
The standard wedding reception is composed of a one-hour cocktail party and a four-hour reception with a dinner service. That being said, theres still plenty of flexibility to make it your own. Who you are as a couple, what you value, where to plan to hold your celebration, and the size of your guest list all play an important role in how your night
unfolds. The key here is to customize a timeline that makes sense within those parameters. While theres no one-size-fits-all schedule for weddings, we spoke with experts from all over the country to weigh in on a basic framework that works for just about any couple. Here, industry experts share an hour-by-hour rundown of the ultimate wedding
reception timeline. First things first: Cocktail hour! Here's how to break down this initial portion of the reception. Nervous about having enough time to enjoy your cocktail hour? Consider completing all of your wedding party and family photos before your ceremony, says Lizzy Liz Chan, wedding planner and designer at Lizzy Liz Events. By doing so,
you'll get to enjoy conversations, drinks, and hors doeuvres during your cocktail hourand be able to properly welcome your guests. For evening weddings, Chan recommends that you try to sneak away during cocktail hour and enjoy a quick bite together. This way you can also pop out of the reception for sunset photos without missing your meal.
While you likely have all of the "big" photos behind you (think: first look, wedding party, family), cocktail hour is a great time to snap more casual and candid photos with your guests. The first hour of your wedding reception will include a lot of the formalities typically associated with your big day, such as your grand entrance and first dance.
Additionally, if you have a time limit with your photographer or videographer, make sure that they're able to capture your desired moments in the first hours of your celebration. At the beginning of your reception, your parents, your bridal party, and you and your partner are introduced. In traditional American weddings, this process may take five to
10 minutes, depending on the size of the party. However, for other traditions and cultures, these introductions may take a bit longer. In a Nigerian wedding, this process takes much longer; anywhere between 15 and 30 minutes, as they are dancing in and when they get to the dance floor, money spraying also takes place," says Lola Akingbade, a
wedding designer and planner. Following your grand entrance, you'll typically move directly into your first dance. This allows the couple to have something to do once they have been introduced, says Camille Ross, wedding planner and owner of Elsie Event Co. However, make sure to wait until later in the night for any parent-child or family dances,
Save the parent dances for later as a way to organically kick up the dance floor post-dinner," she says. Following the first dance, your or your partner's parents may give a brief welcome speech or blessing before dinner service stars. The officiant prayer is a way to keep guests at their seats, and the [catering] team can use it as a cue to begin service,
Ross says. It's also very common in any wedding where the couple and their families are religious. While food served during cocktail hour should satisfy any particularly hungry guests, it's important to start your meal service as promptly as possible in order to make sure your guests are occupiedand well-fedbefore the dance floor opens. As you head
into the second hour of your reception, here's what you can plan for: Its common for modern brides to switch up their look for the reception. Take the opportunity as dinner winds down to slip into something more comfortable before dancing the night away. Alternatively, couples may change into (or out of) traditional cultural outfits at this point.
Depending on how intricate your wedding ensemble is, Chan says you may have to factor in time for outfit changes as well. Keep in mind, some Brides will have their MUAH [makeup and hair] artist onsite to do different hair changes and makeup touch-ups, so factor in glam time too! To keep the momentum going, Akingbade recommends promptly
moving onto the next item on the program once the last plate has been served: either toasts or family dances. By this point, the majority of your guests should be done eating. While you may know the time estimates of each of your toasts, consider including some buffers (of roughly 10 to 15 minutes) in case any of your speakers run long. Additionally,
make sure to give a time limit beforehand to any toast-givers to ensure they're able to write a speech of the right length. Family dances, such as the mother/son dance or father/daughter dance, are a great way to transition into the open dance floor since the couple is already on or near the floor. Keep in mind, wherever the couple goes, people go,
Chan says. So if you want to have your guests dance all night, then you need to be on the dance floor dancing ALL night too! Some large cultural weddings feature traditional dances or musical pieces. Allot time for these traditions accordingly. Be sure to be deliberate about scheduling these within the reception time frame, says Renae Ouellette, the
former director of catering and events for Conrad Washington, D.C.. Ideally this would be before cake cutting so that the photographer is still present to capture the moment, but it ultimately depends on the couple and the tradition. Take a break from the dance floor with your cake cutting. Keep in mind that traditional wedding etiquette dictates that
its acceptable to leave a wedding once the cake has been cut, so this formality is best placed after all the other key moments of the evening. Hour three of your reception is when the celebration really kicks off on the dance floor. Ahead, learn how to break down this portion of the evening. If you want to include any traditional games in your
celebration, such as a garter or bouquet toss, this is when they would take place. However, don't feel as though you need to limit any additional fun to hour three. You can also opt to include other interactive reception games and activities, such as a photo booth, trivia, or a crossword, throughout the evening. Regardless of whether you're "team band"
or "team D]J," this is the time in the night when your guests can flock to the dance floor. (Unsure of what songs to request? Refer to some of our ultimate playlists for inspiration.) As your celebration reaches its final hour, here's what you can plan for your guests: Concerned about hungry guests? Consider integrating late-night bites into the final hour
of your reception to ensure your friends and family can refuel after dancing all night. Pass around some small snacks or hire a food truck to make an appearance. It's the universal signal that things are winding down: last call. While you don't have to make it official, consider using it as a sign to your guests to start wrapping upparticularly if your
venue has a sharp end time. If youre planning a dramatic departure, Ross says to consider doing it during the last ten minutes of your evening. While you may opt for a light-filled exit (think: fireworks or sparklers), you can also choose to have a more subdued, intimate moment, such as a private last dance. This "bonus hour" period encompasses
anything that happens after the official reception. After attending a ceremony, cocktail hour, and reception, know that most wedding guests are usually tapped out. However, there are always a few folks ready to keep the party going. The easiest way to flow into the after-party is to simply pick a bar or venue nearby ahead of time, spread the word,
and (continue to!) dance and celebrate. While most wedding receptions include the same flow of festivities, the order of these moments can vary depending on the couples preferences. Outlining the order of your wedding reception can help reduce the stress of the day. With a timeline to follow, every vendor and party member can stay on track.
Planning your timeline can also help you notice any details you may have missed, so everything is wrapped up and taken care of before the big day. In this article, weve outlined an hour-by-hour traditional wedding day timeline to give you an idea of what your layout may be to help you plan the perfect wedding reception timeline. While wedding
reception timelines usually include Dinner service First dance Father-daughter dance Cake cutting Bouquet toss and garter toss Speeches and toasts Dinner service Cutting the cake And the first dance! its easy to change this timeline to fit in with your idea of your day! Whether its based on the times available at your wedding venue, how late your
friends might want to celebrate with you, or even local noise ordinances, you can make the perfect wedding reception outline for you and your partner. Photo by: Peyton Byford Photography What it is: Cocktail hour in an evening wedding reception timeline (or really any wedding reception) is normally held immediately after the ceremony. This is the
kickoff to the reception, normally with an open bar. If your event is catered, the catering staff may use this time to distribute hors doeuvres. How long it lasts: Typically one hour. For guests: Guests are encouraged to mingle, visit the bar for drinks, enjoy appetizers if they are provided, and generally get into a celebratory mood. For the couple: The
couple may prefer to mingle with reception guests, but often your photographer will be taking pictures of the now-married couple. Photo by: Scott and Dana What it is: In a traditional wedding reception timeline, this step may seem small but is actually very important. Having a loved one, wedding planner, or venue staff announce that its time for
guests to make their way to their seats neatly wraps up the cocktail hour. This help keeps the wedding reception timeline on track, while still encouraging people to continue celebrating. How long it lasts: Time for the invitations to dinner in a wedding reception timeline typically allows fifteen minutes for the announcement and guests to find their
seats. For guests: Guests should be finding their seats with a provided seating chart or name plates or both. For the couple: If the couple was involved in taking photos, this would be the time that photos are wrapped up with the wedding party. For this portion of the timeline, the couple stays in the background, preparing for the grand entrance and
the rest of the ceremony. What it is: When all the guests have found their seats and are settled, the newly married couple is introduced to the entirety of the guests, with moments allowed for celebration during the entrance and introduction. This may be preceded by announcing the wedding party members, depending on the choices of the couple for
their wedding. Some couples choose to make a more flashy entrance with a special dance or upbeat songs during the entrance. (Read: Our Favorite Grand Entrance Songs) How long it lasts: The announcements and entrance should take around ten minutes, though may take a bit longer if the wedding party members are being announced, as well. For
guests: There are no expectations from guests at this point aside from being attentive and giving their congratulations as they see fit. For the couple: The couple will do their entranceand can make it as simple or elaborate as they would like. What it is: The first dance is a wedding tradition that is still strong. Whether you choose to dance for a full
song or fade it out after a few minutes, the first dance is a chance to show off your closeness as a new couple for all of your family and friends. Some couples choose to include the guests after having just a minute or two of their first dance solo. This gives the chance to get some energy going among all of the guests and the wedding party before
everyone sits down to dinner. How long it lasts: If the couple is dancing solo to a song, this may last up to five minutes. However, if the guests will be involved with dancing, the time should be adjusted accordingly. For guests: Guests typically will be sitting and observing the couple as they dance their first dance, although after a few minutes the
couple may invite guests to the dance floor. Join them! For the couple: This is the chance for the couple to show off a little bit, or to simply bask in each other and the closeness for a few moments before the rest of the evening commences. The main intent is to enjoy yourself and your partner and the moments you are sharing. What it is: This is a great
opportunity for the couple to say anything they may want to say to the whole of the attendees, including thank yous for attending, thank yous to the wedding party, or even thank yous to one another. Others may make toasts, as well. While its traditional for parents to make toasts that thank everyone for being presentas well as inviting guests to begin
dinnerthis can be done by whomever the couple deems appropriate. How long it lasts: Typically only about five minutes if just the couple is speaking. That said, if more people will be making a toast, time can be extended. For guests: Guests are mostly sitting and listening for this part of the timeline, though sometimes salad or first courses are being
served. In more non-traditional weddings, some guests may make toasts, though before the dinner it should be kept short. For the couple: The couple may be standing at their seats or in front of the head table, and should continue standing for the duration of the announcement and toasts. Photo by: @markboatrightphoto What it is: Providing dinner
for the wedding guests is a strong tradition that can be done in a number of different ways. The wedding may be fully catered with a traditional three-course dinner that is served to guests at their table, with meal choices being chosen when the RSVP is returned to the couple. This might also be the time while the bar is shut down for restocking
(which usually has to happen for at least 30 minutes1 hour during any wedding). It may be buffet-style dining, and if this is the case clear menu boards should be set up where the line for the buffet will be, including lists of ingredients that may trigger allergies. Family-style dining at weddings is also becoming more popular and allows people more
opportunities for mingling. How long it lasts: Dinner is normally allotted around forty-five minutes depending on the serving style. The number of guests may also affect this time, as smaller groups will require less time for everyone to receive their plate. For guests: This is the time for guests to chatter amongst themselves or get to know people
seated near them. Toasts may be made in-between courses, or after the initial line for the buffet has run through.For the couple: The couple will dine at this time as well, usually seated at a head table or in a particular spot where they can be approached and seen. They may also take this time to make rounds to thank attendees. Photo by:
@XKkatielopezphoto What it is: During the dinner, the best man and maid-of-honor are encouraged to make their toasts to the couple. Toasts are normally kept short, between two to four minutes apiece, and while they may get emotional, should be kept lighthearted and fun. Spreading the toasts out helps to keep guests engaged and involved while they
are dining, and helps to keep the wedding vibe flowing into the next event. How long it lasts: Typically lasting for ten minutes, wedding party toasts may run longer if there are surprise toasts or if a lot of emotion is involved. This time is encouraged to be broken up over the course of the dinner. For guests: Guests can take this time to make toasts of
their own, although people should be mindful of running long or skewing the wedding timeline too much. Guests should also be respectful of those making toasts, and keep chatter or plate re-filling to a minimum during this time. For the couple: The couples role in this part of the timeline is simply to sit and listen to all of the wonderful things said,
and take inspiration from those who love them. What it is: If father-daughter and/or mother-son dances are occurring, they often happen towards the end of dinner service. This also signifies to the guests that dinner is wrapping up, and the rest of the reception is beginning. After the parent dances have wrapped up, youll sometimes have the bouquet
and garter tosses. However, its becoming increasingly common to skip these traditions, so if the bouquet and garter tosses arent quite your style, dont feel compelled to include them in your reception schedule. How long it lasts: Normally ten to fifteen minutes is allotted for parent dances, before the rest of the guests are invited to make their way to
the dance floor, revisit the dessert table, or wander back to the open bar. For guests: Respectful courtesy of the parent dances is all the guests need to be attentive. For the couple: Parent dances are the opportunity for each member in the couple to share some special time with the person who helped guide them to this moment in their life and allow
the parent to drink in some of that happiness. Every parent wants to see their child happy and content, take this opportunity to encourage them that you feel happy and loved. Photo by: @tandkphotography What it is: At this point in the timeline, all guests are encouraged to get on the dance floor and enjoy some reception music! This is usually a
much-anticipated part of a wedding. In many cultures, this is a time for specific group dances of celebration and love to be shown, for all of the guests to view or participate. Some people love to have dance games at this time, or they may even try to group dances. How long it lasts: Normally a dance floor at a wedding will stay open and active for
around two hours. For guests: This is your chance to have fun! Join the couple on the dance floor, have another drink, and celebrate. For the couple: Your wedding has been going great, and its time to enjoy it with friends and family. Your photographer might also steal you for some night-time shots before they head out for the night. What it is: If
father-daughter and/or mother-son dances are occurring, they often happen towards the end of dinner service. This also signifies to the guests that dinner is wrapping up, and the rest of the reception is beginning. After the parent dances have wrapped up, youll sometimes have the bouquet and garter tosses. However, its becoming increasingly
common to skip these traditions, so if the bouquet and garter tosses arent quite your style, dont feel compelled to include them in your reception schedule. How long it lasts: Normally ten to fifteen minutes is allotted for parent dances, before the rest of the guests are invited to make their way to the dance floor, revisit the dessert table, or wander
back to the open bar. For guests: Respectful courtesy of the parent dances is all the guests need to be attentive. For the couple: Parent dances are the opportunity for each member in the couple to share some special time with the person who helped guide them to this moment in their life and allow the parent to drink in some of that happiness. Every
parent wants to see their child happy and content, take this opportunity to encourage them that you feel happy and loved. Photo by: Kaitlin St. Cyr. Photography What it is: The last song signifies that the night is over and guests may make their exit at any point. This is a chance for a final slow dance with loved ones, or a final fun dance with any
guests remaining to give a great conclusion to the evening. How long it lasts: Five minutes. For guests: Enjoy your last moments of the wedding if youve made it to the last song. For the couple: Have fun with this in whatever way you choose! What it is: Even if you have had the best wedding event ever, at this point you are likely ready for your
responsibilities to be completed and just enjoy your time with your new spouse. To signify the end of the wedding, many couples will plan a grand exit to their awaiting getaway car, with guests standing outside the venue to cheer, throw flowers, blow bubbles, ignite sparklers, or whatever fun thing you choose as the couple emerges from the venue.
How long it lasts: Five minutes. For guests: You are sending your friends or family member off to a happy life, so invest your energy into that sendoff with laughter, cheers, and voracious fanfare. If accessories are involved, make sure you have those prepared. For the couple: Your only responsibility now besides making it to the car is letting your
guests see how happy you are now that you are as one. Photo by: william avery photography What it is: More and more couples are choosing to forgo or postpone their honeymoon and will move on to an afterparty after the main wedding reception has completed. This may be at a private residence, at the same venue, or at a bar or restaurant. How
long it lasts: This is fully at the couples discretion, and the extent the location will allow. For guests: Have fun responsibly! For the couple: Enjoy yourselves and your newfound happiness. Above all, your wedding should be your own and you should not feel as if you have to adhere to someone elses timeline. Leave things out or add things in as you see
fit, and move the timeline to work well with what you want your evening to be. Accommodations may be made in certain cases, but mostly it should be the night that you want it to be. Below are some ideas for different modern and non-traditional wedding reception timelines. Photo by: Melanie and Tyler Cocktail receptions skip the formal dinner and
provide appetizers and buffet-style meals. The timeline may stay much the same, but since theres not a formal dinner service, you will have to determine when you want to include the first dances, and speeches. Cocktail-style wedding receptions are becoming increasingly popular. Having food stations for appetizers in lieu of catering can cut down on
costs as well as provide more opportunities for guests to interact and enjoy themselves without the formality of sitting at an assigned table. If you want a shorter reception, there are many parts that can be cut out of the traditional wedding timeline. Some people will have cupcakes instead of a wedding cake to cut out the time of cutting and serving,
or remove the pre-dinner cocktail hour, special dances, or toasts. For a longer reception, there are many places to add minutes to your wedding reception timeline. Allow guests a longer cocktail hour while the wedding party is taking photos, for example, or open up the floor for dancing for a longer time. Many couples will add fun things for their
guests to do that may add to sentimental memories of the special night. This can include such things as a photo booth or a message board, or even a favor with an email address for guests to send thank yous and positive messages after the party. You may even turn to your invited guests for suggestions on ways to extend their fun. Photo by: Laurie
Ashley Photography Here is a quick snapshot of a traditional evening wedding reception timeline for a reception that begins at 5 p.m. after a ceremony. If you are managing your timeline yourself, having a copy of this and then updating it to meet your exact timeline desires can help you have an easier time with laying everything out. 5:00 p.m. - 6:00
p.m. Cocktail Hour 6:00 p.m. - 6:15 p.m. Invitation to Dinner 6:15 p.m. - 6:25 p.m. Newlywed Entrance 6:25 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. First Dance 6:30 p.m. - 6:35 p.m. Welcome Speech and Toasts 6:35 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. Dinner, with Wedding Party Toasts 7:15 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. Parent or Family Dances 7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. Dance Floor Open 9:30 p.m. - 9:40 p.m.
Cake Cutting 9:40 p.m. - 9:45 p.m. Last Song 9:45 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. Grand Exit and Sendoff Remember, nothing goes exactly as planned and the goal is to have a happy, fun night, so do not get caught up in trying to make your timeline perfect. Make your wedding reception outline in advance. Do not rely on your memory or the picture of your perfect
reception that is in your head to keep your reception going on time. Work with a wedding planner. To take the stress off of yourself, let a wedding planner design your timeline, making changes as you see fit. Get help from your wedding party. Let your best man or maid of honor take a part in running the show so you do not have to. A reliable party
member can keep an eye on the time and how long certain things are taking. Give the wedding reception outline to your vendors. Let the people you have paid help you out with the timeline. DJs, caterers, and even the venue need to know your timeline anyway and can help keep things on track. A typical wedding reception timeline lasts four to five
hours, though it can depend on the couple and the venue. Photo by: Barbarah Perttulla If the reception is being held at the same venue as the ceremony, the reception may start immediately. If there is travel involved, typically guests are given at least 30 minutes to arrive at the next venue. With some religious weddings, the ceremony might be in the
morning or early afternoon, and the reception will follow at dinner. If your wedding is going to invite families, keeping in mind bedtimes for children is good. 10 p.m. is a typical time for a wedding reception that is held on a weekend to end. Trying to plan your big day can be tricky, especially if youre not exactly sure how youd like the ceremony or the
wedding reception to go. From choosing the right wedding favors for your guests to penning the perfect words for your thank you cards, its understandable to want to make sure everything goes just as planned. Planning a wedding can feel overwhelming, but knowing the order of the wedding reception can help make the day go smoothly. A typical
wedding reception includes a series of events that guide you and your guests through the evening. These events start with a cocktail hour, followed by dinner, speeches, and dancing. Understanding this timeline is essential for creating a memorable experience for everyone.As you navigate your wedding day timeline, remember that the reception is a
time for celebration and connection. The order of events often follows a traditional pattern, but you can customize it to reflect your style. From the grand entrance to the last dance, each part of the reception plays a role in celebrating your union and can be tailored to meet your desires.Whether youre following a classic format or adding personal
touches, knowing the sequence of events helps set expectations for your guests. Lets dive into the specifics of what to include in your wedding reception order of events, so you can enjoy every moment of your special day.The Ceremony and Grand EntranceUnderstanding the flow of your wedding reception starts with two key moments: the ceremony
itself and the grand entrance into the reception. Each part sets the tone and excitement for the celebration ahead.Wedding Ceremony RecapDuring the wedding ceremony, all eyes are on you as you exchange vows. This moment usually begins with the seating of your guests, followed by the procession.The wedding party typically includes bridesmaids
and groomsmen, who walk in pairs. If there are children involved, the flower girl and ring bearer follow them, adding a charming touch. The ceremony concludes with the pronouncement of you as a married couple, often celebrated with cheers from the audience.Many couples also choose to have their parents walk them down the aisle, highlighting
the support from family. This moment should feel personal and joyful, capturing the essence of what youre celebrating together.The Grand Entrance of the Wedding PartyAfter the ceremony, its time for one of the most anticipated moments of the receptionthe grand entrance.When you and your wedding party enter the reception venue, its filled with
energy. Typically, the bridesmaids and groomsmen are introduced first, walking in pairs or dancing into the room. This lively entrance sets the stage for everyones excitement.Finally, you and your partner make your grand entrance as the newlyweds. This moment often features upbeat music and enthusiastic cheers from guests. Its your special time
to shine, and theyll be eager to celebrate your new life together.Dinner and SpeechesThe dinner and speeches usually follow the welcome and introductions at your wedding reception. This part of the evening is pivotal, as it brings your guests together to enjoy a meal while also celebrating your union through heartfelt speeches.Blessing and
DinnerBefore the meal starts, it is common to have a blessing. This moment sets a tone of gratitude and reflection. It can be led by a religious figure, a close family member, or even you, the couple.After the blessing, your guests will enjoy the dinner service. Depending on your choice, this might be a formal seated dinner or a buffet style. Ensure that
the food is tailored to your guests preferences, with options for various dietary needs.If you have a head table for the wedding party, it is often a great backdrop for the dinner. Your guests will appreciate a warm atmosphere filled with laughter, chatter, and the delightful aroma of a well-prepared meal.Maid of Honor and Best Man SpeechesOnce the
dinner wraps up, the speeches begin! Tradition typically has the best man speak first, followed by the maid of honor. The best mans speech is often humorous, filled with personal stories that showcase the groom, sprinkled with heartfelt wishes for the couple.The maid of honor usually offers a supportive perspective of the bride. This speech can
include cherished memories and well-wishes for a happy marriage. Both speeches are usually kept brief, around 2-3 minutes, to keep the guests engaged and entertained.Family and Guest ToastsAfter the initial speeches, it is time for family and guests to share their thoughts. This is often a more informal part of the evening where parents or other
family members may wish to say a few words.Guests can also be encouraged to stand up and offer short toasts. This allows a wide range of voices to contribute to the celebration. Be sure to let everyone know when this time will be so that they can prepare their words. Keeping the toasts to 1-2 minutes ensures that it flows smoothly and maintains
everyones attention.Main Events and TraditionsYour wedding reception will be filled with special moments that reflect your love and personal style. Certain events and traditions are commonly included, making the celebration memorable for you and your guests.First Dance of the NewlywedsThe first dance is a romantic moment where you and your
partner take center stage. This dance often takes place after the wedding party is introduced and guests are seated.Choosing the right song is important. Many couples select a song that holds special meaning for them. A choreographed dance can add a fun surprise element, but keep it simple if you prefer.As you dance, guests often watch with



smiles and cheers. It sets the tone for the evening, inviting everyone to join in the celebration.Parent DancesParent dances create a touching atmosphere during the reception. Typically, these dances feature the newlyweds dancing with their respective parents.The father-daughter dance is especially emotional, highlighting the bond between you and
your dad. Its often followed by the mother-son dance, where your husband honors his mom.Choosing songs that resonate with your relationship will enhance these moments. They can prompt heartfelt memories and encourage guests to share similar experiences, creating a sense of unity.Cake Cutting CeremonyThe cake cutting ceremony is a fun,
symbolic moment that represents your first task as a married couple. This event usually takes place after dinner, with the cake beautifully displayed to grab everyones attention.Youll slice the cake together, often feeding each other a piece. This act symbolizes love, sharing, and caring.Be sure to have a camera ready. Guests love capturing the
moment when you smash cake into each others faces, adding a playful twist to the tradition.Bouquet and Garter TossThe bouquet and garter toss are lively traditions that can add excitement to your reception. Typically, the bouquet toss happens first, with you tossing your bouquet to a group of single female guests.The legend says that the woman
who catches the bouquet is the next to marry. Its a fun way to engage your guests and create a lively atmosphere.Shortly after, the garter toss occurs. Your partner will remove the garter and toss it to the single men. These playful traditions are sure to entertain your guests and make for memorable moments.Concluding FestivitiesAs the wedding
reception nears its end, its time to focus on the final moments. This part of the celebration can be just as exciting as the beginning. Youll want the evening to close with fun memories and heartfelt sentiments.Open Dance Floor and EntertainmentOnce the formal activities wind down, open the dance floor to your guests. This is the moment theyve been
waiting for, so let everyone enjoy themselves. You might work with your MC to create a lively atmosphere.Consider playing popular songs and mixing in some crowd favorites. The DJ can take requests to keep the energy up. hosting fun group dances like the Cha Cha Slide or the Cupid Shuffle can also get everyone involved.Encourage guests to show
off their best moves. This is a perfect time for capturing candid photos of your friends and family enjoying the night. Dont forget to participate yourself! Your guests will love seeing the newlyweds on the dance floor.Last Dance and Grand ExitAs the night draws to a close, prepare for your last dance. This moment is significant for you and your
partner. Choose a song that has meaning or represents your relationship. Its an emotional and memorable way to say goodbye to your guests.After the last dance, make your grand exit special. You can opt for a fun send-off with sparklers, bubbles, or petals. Together with your guests, create a festive atmosphere as you leave.Make sure to plan this
with your wedding planner or MC in advance so everything goes smoothly. Your departure marks the end of the night but also the beginning of your journey together.
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