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Adverbs are a type of word in English that modify or describe verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs. They usually provide more information about how, when, where, or to what extent an action or state is performed. For example, in the sentence She sings beautifully, the adverb beautifully modifies the verb sings by describing how she sings.Adverbs can be formed from adjectives by adding the suffix -ly, such as quick becoming quickly, but there are also
many adverbs that do not follow this pattern, such as often, well, now, and there. Adverbs can appear in different positions in a sentence, such as at the beginning or end, or next to the word they modify.Examples of adverbs include: quickly, loudly, gently, often, seldom, sometimes, always, here, there, now, then, soon, yesterday, today, tomorrow, well, badly, fast, slowly, carefully, and many more. Adverbs Exercise Here are 100+ examples of adverb
sentences in English:She sings beautifully.He spoke loudly.They ran quickly to catch the bus.She danced gracefully.He ate slowly and enjoyed the meal.They play soccer well.She writes neatly.He sings so passionately.They spoke quietly so as not to disturb the neighbors.She walked briskly in the morning.He works diligently every day.They spoke kindly to the new student.She read the book carefully.He ran eagerly to see the ocean.They work
efficiently as a team.She speaks fluently in French.He writes humorously in his blog.They greeted me warmly when I arrived.She listens attentively to her teacher.He drives carefully in the snow.They speak honestly to each other.She sings confidently on stage.He works independently on his project.They study hard for their exams.She runs competitively in the race.He walks leisurely in the park.They speak softly in the library.She sings beautifully with
her choir.He writes passionately about social justice.They work collaboratively on their research.She speaks eloquently to the audience.He reads extensively to learn more.They run regularly to stay fit.She walks slowly in the rain.He works effectively with his team.They speak respectfully to their elders.She sings soulfully in her performances.He writes expressively in his poetry.They work tirelessly on their business.She speaks confidently in her
presentation.He reads critically to analyze the text.They run diligently to prepare for the marathon.She walks briskly in the cold.He works patiently with his clients.They speak passionately about their interests.She sings professionally in her concerts.He writes creatively in his novels.They work dedicatedly on their goals.She speaks articulately in her debates.He reads avidly to expand his knowledge.They run competitively in the track meet.She walks
leisurely in the garden.He works methodically on his project.They speak politely to their guests.She sings soulfully in her music videos.He writes compellingly in his articles.They work efficiently to meet their deadlines.She speaks fluently in her second language.He reads extensively on historical events.They run regularly to stay healthy.She walks cautiously on the icy pavement.He works collaboratively with his colleagues.They speak passionately
about their beliefs.She sings beautifully in the choir concert.He writes informatively in his research paper.They work tirelessly to finish their project.She speaks confidently in her public speaking engagements.He reads critically to evaluate the arguments.They run diligently to train for the triathlon.She walks slowly on the beach.He works patiently with his students.They speak earnestly about their concerns.She sings passionately in her
performances.He writes eloquently in his speeches.They work diligently to improve their skills.She speaks expressively in her podcast.He reads voraciously to explore new genres.They run competitively in the marathon.She walks leisurely in the park.He works efficiently on his computer.They speak calmly in the midst of chaos.She sings passionately in her live performances.He writes diligently in his journal.They work collaboratively on their music
project.She speaks assertively in negotiations.He reads attentively to understand the material. They run regularly to stay in shape.She walks briskly on the treadmill. He works quietly in the office.They speak cheerfully to their customers.She sings confidently in her auditions.He writes humorously in his comic strip.They work proficiently to complete the task.She speaks fluently in sign language.He reads deeply to explore complex themes.They run
tirelessly to support their cause.She walks carefully on the slippery floor.He works steadily on his artwork.They speak candidly in their interviews.She sings melodiously in her recordings.He writes vividly in his memoir.They work persistently to achieve their goals.She speaks eloquently in her lectures.He reads passionately to immerse himself in literature.They run enthusiastically in the charity race.She walks confidently in her high heels.He works
meticulously on his design.They speak sympathetically to their friends.She sings powerfully in her concerts.He writes insightfully in his commentary.DownloadWords Coach: AdverbsAh, the adverb train station. If you want to find out about adverbs, there is no better place.An adverb tells you how something happens.Here is a train moving "quickly" on the track.Quickly is an adverb here as it describes how fast the train is moving.And look, here is
another train, this one is moving very "slowly" on the track.Slowly is an adverb here as it describes how fast the train is moving.Oh, here is a group of passengers, waiting "patiently" for their train."Patiently" is the word describing the verb "waiting".Oh dear.Here is the Gorilla Monster, he wants to play with the train!Oh, you are playing "nicely" with the train, aren't you?"Nicely" is the adverb here as it describes how the Gorilla Monster is playing with
the train."Playing" is the verb, because that is what the Gorilla Monster is doing!An adverb describes the nature of a verb!The Gorilla Monster "expertly" launched the train into space!An adverb is a word that modifies or describes a verb (he sings loudly), an adjective (very tall), another adverb (ended too quickly), or even a whole sentence (Fortunately, I had brought an umbrella.).Adverbs provide additional context, such as how, when, where, to what
extent, or how often something happens.Adverbs are categorized into several types based on their function and what they describe: time, frequency, duration, manner, place, degree, purpose, and conjunctive adverbs.Adverbs often end in -ly, but some (such as fast) look the same as their adjective counterparts.Adverbs can show comparison (more quickly, most quickly) and should be placed near the words they modify to avoid ambiguity.Adverbs are
versatile words that enhance sentences, but knowing when to use them can be confusing. Here, well use rules and examples to explain what adverbs are, how theyre used correctly, and when to avoid them. The AI writing assistant for anyone with work to do Table of contentsAdverb definitionTypes of adverbsAdverbs and verbsAdverbs and adjectivesAdverbs and other adverbsAdverbs and sentencesAdverbs and degrees of comparisonPlacement of
adverbsCommon adverb mistakes to avoidAdverb FAQsAdverb definitionAdverbs are words that modify verbs, adjectives, other adverbs, or sentences, providing additional information about how, where, when, to what extent, or how often something happens.Adverbs often end in -ly, but thats not always the case. Tom Longboat did not run badly. The race finished too quickly. Fortunately, Lucy recorded Toms win.What is an adverb?An adverb is a word
that modifies a verb, adjective, or another adverb, providing context about how, when, where, how much, or how often something happens.How?When?Where?How much?How often?
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adverbs modify parts of speech and sentencesHeres how adverbs modify verbs, adjectives, other adverbs, and sentences:Verb: An adverb describes how, when, where, or to what extent the action happens. (Example: She runs quickly.)Adjective: An adverb adds intensity or degree to an adjective. (Example: The lake is incredibly beautiful.)Adverb: When an adverb modifies another adverb, it clarifies or intensifies it. (Example: She sings very
beautifully.)Sentence: An adverb used with a sentence conveys the speakers attitude or provides a general perspective on the statement. (Example: Fortunately, we arrived on time.) Types of adverbsAdverbs can be categorized into several types based on their function. Here are the different types of adverbs:Types of AdverbsTypeFunctionExamplesAdverbs of timeDescribe when, how long, or how often something happensnow, soon, rarely,
yesterdayAdverbs of frequencyDescribe how often an action occursalways, usually, often, sometimes, rarely, neverAdverbs of durationDescribe how long an action lastsbriefly, temporarily, forever, permanently, indefinitelyAdverbs of mannerDescribe how an action is performedquickly, carefully, happily, gently, loudly, easilyAdverbs of placeDescribe where an action happenshere, there, everywhere, nowhere, outside, upstairsAdverbs of
degreeDescribe the intensity, extent, or level of an action, adjective, or another adverbvery, too, quite, almost, extremely, completelyAdverbs of purposeExplain why an action happens or the reason behind ittherefore, thus, so, because, consequently, henceConjunctive adverbsConnect the ideas in different independent clauses or sentencesalternatively, moreover, as a result, on the other hand Adverbs and verbsAdverbs most often modify verbs. They
do this by characterizing the action of the verb. They usually do this by specifying something about the manner, time, place, frequency, or degree of the action.Manner: These adverbs describe how a verbs action is performed. (Example: My cat waits impatiently for his food.)Time: These adverbs describe when or how long a verbs action is done. (Example: We arrived at the theater and got in line early.)Place: These adverbs describe where a verbs
action takes place. (Example: The others hiked to the peak while she waited below.)Frequency: These adverbs describe how often a verbs action occurs. (Example: Farid prefers to be paid monthly rather than weekly.)Degree: These adverbs describe the intensity, extent, or level of a verbs action. (Example: The company is owned entirely by its workers.) Adverbs and adjectivesAdverbs can also modify adjectives. They appear before the adjectives they
modify in a sentence, and they add detail to how the adjectives describe nouns.That detail generally has to do with how the quality described by an adjective is true, the degree to which it is true, or how often it is true.Manner: When modifying an adjective, these adverbs give more detail about the degree or way in which the adjective describes something. (Example: The pilots voice sounded reassuringly quiet.)Degree: These adverbs communicate the
intensity with which the adjective describes its noun or to what extent it does so, either on its own or in comparison to something else. (Example: The lake looks quite calm this morning.)Frequency: These adverbs describe how often an adjective applies to the noun it modifies. (Example: That cat is always happy to be having its dinner.)Flat adverbsFlat adverbs are adverbs that have the same form as their adjective counterparts. Common flat adverbs
include safe, fast, hard, slow, easy, and bright: Well have to drive fast to get there in time. Learning languages has always come easy to Kit.Some flat adverbs have alternate forms that do take on -lysafe/safely, slow/slowly, and bright/brightly are three pairs of adverbs in which both forms are acceptable as adverbs: The moon is shining bright [or brightly] tonight. Adverbs and other adverbsAdverbs sometimes modify other adverbs. Like an adverb
modifying an adjective, a second adverb adds detail to the information the original adverb communicates about the word it is modifying.The adverbs that can modify other adverbs generally convey degreeanswering the question of to what extent or how intensely the principal adverb applies to the word it modifies.In the following sentence, the adverb of degree (almost) modifies the adverb of frequency (always), which modifies the adjective right: The
weather report is almost always right.Heres an example in which a degree adverb (quite) modifies a manner adverb (elaborately): Farran cooks quite elaborately for guests.Multiple adverbs togetherBecause adverbs can modify other adverbs, it is grammatically possible to string together multiple adverbs, each modifying the next. This can be useful for expressing unusual intensity, especially in informal or emotional contexts, or for a specific tonal
emphasis.Here are a couple of examples: I am so deeply, eternally indebted to everyone who has supported me. Xavier felt their teammates were not quite sufficiently prepared after all. However, such devices are best used thoughtfully and sparingly. They can make sentences too equivocal, indirect, weak, or clunky. Heres an example of such a sentence: Huan sings rather enormously too loudly. Adverbs and sentencesSome adverbs, called sentence
adverbs, modify entire sentences. Common ones include generally, fortunately, interestingly, naturally, hopefully, and accordingly.The meaning of a sentence adverb applies to the writer or speakers feeling about all the information contained in the sentence, rather than modifying a specific sentence element.Here are a couple of examples: Fortunately, we got there in time. Surprisingly, no one at the auction seemed interested in bidding on the antique
spoon collection.Sentence adverbs often convey certain rhetorical things like certainty about what the rest of the sentence expresses, doubt about it, or anticipation of objections to it, as in the following examples: Clearly, we have a lot more research to do on this subject. Arguably, this was the best course of action available. Admittedly, we havent yet located any primary sources. Adverbs and degrees of comparisonLike adjectives, many adverbs can
show degrees of comparison. In fact, the adverbs that can do this are very closely related to adjectivesthey are almost all adverbs that have corresponding adjectives, including the many that are formed by adding -ly to an adjective.The three degrees of comparison are the absolute, the comparative, and the superlative.The absoluteThe absolute (or positive) degree of an adverb is the adverb in its most basic form. An absolute adverb communicates a
specific way in which an action was performed directly, without reference to anything else. They asked me to deliver a hastily written note.The comparativeThe comparative degree of adverbs is for comparing the way two people, groups, or other entities did something in terms of the specific quality expressed by an adverb. To form the comparative degree of an adverb that ends in -ly, add the word more: He smiled more warmly than the others. This
note is even more hastily written than the last one I delivered.The superlativeThe superlative degree of adverbs is for comparing the way three or more people, groups, or other entities did something in terms of the specific quality expressed by an adverb. To make the superlative form of an adverb that ends in -ly, add the word most: He smiled most warmly of them all. This is the most hastily written note I have ever received.Flat adverbs and degrees
of comparisonThe comparative and superlative forms of flat adverbs match the corresponding adjectives comparative and superlative forms: Could you bring that display closer so we can see it better? Of the land animals, the cheetah runs fastest. Placement of adverbsThere are some guidelines and conventions to be aware of when it comes to where you put adverbs in relation to the words they modify so that they most clearly communicate your
meaning.With single-word verbsThe most important thing to keep in mind about adverbs modifying verbs is that they should appear as near to the verb they qualify as possible. They most often come before intransitive verbs they modify: Char looked excitedly at the pastries in the display case.However, some adverbs are more natural between the subject and intransitive verb: We always go cycling on summer Fridays.With transitive verbs, the clearest
adverb placement is usually after the object of the verb. It should never separate a transitive verb from its object: They decorated the hall elaborately for the dance party.With verb phrasesWhen an adverb is modifying a verb phrase, the most natural place for it is usually the middle of the phrase. We are quickly approaching the deadline. Huan has always loved singing.With adjectives and other adverbsAdverbs modifying adjectives or other adverbs
appear directly before the modified word: She learned her way around Berlin very quickly.With the adverb onlyBe especially careful about the placement of the adverb only, which is one of the most often misplaced modifiers. Consider the difference between these two sentences: Phillip only fed the cat. Phillip fed only the cat.The first sentence says that all Phillip did was feed the cat. The second sentence says that Phillip fed the cat, but he didnt feed
anything or anyone else.Common adverb mistakes to avoidAlthough many people are taught to avoid adverbs altogether in their writing, adverbs are an essential part of the language; the trick is to know when to use them and then to use them well.Superfluous adverbsWhen your verb or adjective doesnt seem powerful or precise enough without appending an adverb, you can often use a stronger verb or adjective without the adverb. Compare these
two sentences: The board forcefully took control away from the founder. The board wrested control from the founder.The second, in which the verb wrested does all the work that the adverbs forcefully and away do in the first, packs more of a punch.Intensifier overuseDegree adverbs that communicate intensity, such as very, really, extremely, and quite, are easy to overuse and quickly begin to sound empty, insincere, or hyperbolic.Sentence adverb
pitfallsBe careful not to overuse or misuse the sentence adverbs clearly, obviously, certainly, and inarguably, especially in persuasive or academic writing. Because they are used so often and what follows them is not always actually beyond questioning, they can weaken a writers claim instead of underscoring it.Keep in mind that the word hopefully as a sentence adverb has been considered correct for decades, but it used to be so controversial that
some readers may find it distracting.Adverbs with linking verbsLinking verbs, such as feel, smell, sound, seem, and appear, precede adjectives (modifying the linking verbs subject), not adverbs. Heres a common example of the type of confusion that happens with linking verbs:Paz feels badly about what happened.Sentence adverbs modify an entire sentence, adding perspective or emphasis to the statement.Words like 'hopefully,' 'truly,' and 'actually’
are common sentence adverbs in English.Some sentence adverbs are more accepted in Canadian English than in other English varieties. In English grammar, a sentence adverb is a word that modifies a whole sentence orclause within a sentence. A sentence adverb is also known as asentence adverbial or a disjunct. Common sentence adverbs include actually, apparently, basically, briefly, certainly, clearly, conceivably, confidentially, curiously,
evidently, fortunately, hopefully, however, ideally, incidentally, indeed, interestingly, ironically, naturally, predictably, presumably, regrettably, seriously, strangely, surprisingly, thankfully, theoretically, therefore, truthfully, ultimately, and wisely. To get an understanding of where and how sentence adverbials are used, read through this list of examples. "Apparently there is nothing that cannot happen today." -Mark Twain"Fortunately, Ned was invited
to a surprise party. Unfortunately, the party was a thousand miles away. Fortunately, a friend loaned Ned an airplane. Unfortunately, the motor exploded. Fortunately, there was a parachute in the airplane," (Charlip 1993)."It rarely adds anything to say, 'In my opinion'not even modesty. Naturally, a sentence is only your opinion; and you are not the Pope," (Goodman 1966)."Basically my wife was immature. I'd be at home in the bath and she'd come in
and sink my boats." -Woody Allen"Normally, I should've felt like doing what Jimmy Durante did after every successful performance: Run to the nearest phone booth, put in a nickel, dial the letters GOD, say 'Thanks!' and hang up," (Capra 1971)."They're plainly both skilled at concealing their real selves from the world, and they've presumably managed to keep their respective secrets from each other," (Frayn 2009)."In the U.S., it isn't mandatory for
bottled water manufacturersunlike water utilitiesto report violations of water quality or check for such things as E.coli. Thankfully, even if the chutzpah is hard to swallow, 40% of American bottled water comes from the municipal tapwater supply anyway," (George 2014)."Hopefully the boy didn't get a good look at him. And hopefully he didn't see the mosquitoes circling Mark's head or fingers as he walked away," (Weissman 2009). There are a handful
of sentence adverbs that appear much more frequently in speech and writing than others, and some are more than a little controversial in the linguistic community. Writer Constance Hale addresses the disagreement among grammarians about whether the common sentence adverb hopefully should really be considered a sentence adverb. "Innocent though they may seem, sentence adverbs can stir wild passions in grammarians. By far the likeliest to
raise hackles is hopefully, which can modify verbs ('"It's my birthday, you're flush, and I'm hungry," she hinted hopefully'; hopefully tells how she said it, in a hopeful manner.) But everyone seems to prefer hopefully as a sentence adverb (‘Hopefully, you'll get the hint and take me out to dinner'). Some traditionalists disparage the vogue for hopefully as a sentence adverb, calling it 'one of the ugliest changes in grammar in the twentieth century.' Others
see in the demise of 'I hope that' a thoroughly modern failure to take responsibility, and even worse, a contemporary spiritual crise, in which we have ceded even our ability to hope. Grammarians, get a grip. Hopefully as a sentence adverb is here to stay," (Hale 2013). Another source of frustration for linguists is the word surely and its cousin, truly. Ammon Shea writes: "The word surely often functions in much the same way that the disputed form of
hopefully does. If one writes 'Surely you are joking' the intended meaning is not 'you are telling a joke in a manner that is sure.' This use of surely, used to qualify a statement rather than a verb, has been in use since the late fourteenth century. Truly, in the sense of emphasizing a statement ('Truly, I had no idea she was your mother'), has a similar lineage, appearing in English with regularity since the late thirteenth century," (Shea 2015). Some
sentence adverbs are only used "problematically" in select varieties of English, such as the use of also to begin a sentence in Canadian English. "Only in Canadian English ... are also and as well frequently used at the beginning of sentences as connecting adverbs to introduce the whole sentence as an additional point: As well, they will be responsible for emergency care.Also, a firm may establish a probationary period. In British and American English,
as well is so seldom used in this way that it has escaped the attention of commentators," point out Margery Fee and Janice McAlpine. "Also and as well are well-established connecting adverbs in every variety of Canadian writing, and Canadians who are writing for a Canadian audience need not have any qualms about using them. Canadians writing for an international audience may (or may not) want to substitute sentence adverbs with wider
international acceptance, such as in addition or furthermore," (Fee and McAlpine 2011). Finally, there is actually, a thorn in the side of any English speaker with a good vocabulary. "The single most abused and annoying sentence adverb is actually. ... The degeneration of actually is signaled by a Doonesbury cartoon in which a Hollywood mogul, Mr. Kibbitz, instructs his young associate: 'Listen, Jason, if you're going to make it in this town, you have to
start using the word "actually." A Hollywood assistant always says, "Actually, he's in a meeting," or, "He's actually at lunch." "Actually" means "I'm not lying to you,"" writes Ben Yagoda (Yagoda 2007). Irritating as they may be to some, sentence adverbs have their place in language; here is an example from comedy. George: Now she thinks I'm one of these guys that loves her. Nobody wants to be with somebody that loves them. Jerry: No, people hate
that. George: You want to be with somebody that doesn't like you. Jerry: Ideally, (Alexander and Seinfeld, "The Face Painter").Capra, Frank. The Name Above the Title. 1st ed., Macmillan Company, 1971.Charlip, Remy. Fortunately. Aladdin, 1993.Fee, Margery, and Janice McAlpine. Guide to Canadian English Usage, 2nd ed., Oxford University Press, 2011.Frayn, Michael. Spies. Faber & Faber, 2009.George, Rose. "No Bottle." London Review of Books,
vol. 36, no. 24, 18 Dec. 2014.Goodman, Paul. Five Years.1st ed., Brussel & Brussel, 1966.Hale, Constance. Sin and Syntax: How to Craft Wickedly Effective Prose. Three Rivers Press, 2013.Shea, Ammon. Bad English: A History of Linguistic Aggravation. TarcherPerigee, 2015.The Face Painter. Ackerman, Andy, director.Seinfeld, season 6, episode 22, 11 May 1995.Weissman, Elissa Brent. The Trouble With Mark Hopper. Dutton Juvenile, 2009.Yagoda,
Ben. When You Catch an Adjective, Kill It: The Parts of Speech, for Better And/Or Worse. Broadway Books, 2007.Ah, the adverb train station. If you want to find out about adverbs, there is no better place.An adverb tells you how something happens.Here is a train moving "quickly" on the track.Quickly is an adverb here as it describes how fast the train is moving.And look, here is another train, this one is moving very "slowly" on the track.Slowly is an
adverb here as it describes how fast the train is moving.Oh, here is a group of passengers, waiting "patiently" for their train."Patiently" is the word describing the verb "waiting".Oh dear.Here is the Gorilla Monster, he wants to play with the train!Oh, you are playing "nicely" with the train, aren't you?"Nicely" is the adverb here as it describes how the Gorilla Monster is playing with the train."Playing" is the verb, because that is what the Gorilla Monster
is doing!An adverb describes the nature of a verb!The Gorilla Monster "expertly" launched the train into space! An adverb is a word that provides information about other words in a sentence. It works to clarify and add details about how, what, where, or when something occurs. Adverbs are key in English because they make it easier for people to understand what youre saying.Adverbs are different from adjectives. While adjectives describe nouns and
pronounsanswering questions like what kind? or how many?adverbs focus on describing verbs, other adjectives, or even other adverbs.Lets learn more about what adverbs are and how you can use them to create a more detailed and understandable sentence.Adverbs are words that give more details about other words in a sentence. They can describe a verb, an adjective, or even another adverb.The word adverb is from the late 14th century and comes
from the Latin word adverbium, which literally means something added to a verb. It serves the same purpose today as it did back thento enhance or clarify the action in a sentence. Its overall use is even older than its Latin roots; it was translated from the Greek word epirrhema, which also means on or upon a verb.So what does an adverb do? It answers one of four questions about the word its modifying:Where?When?In what way?To what extent?
Understanding adverbs can help make your sentences more informative and easier to understand.Adverbs are versatile words that add more detail to verbs, adjectives, or even other adverbs. But not all adverbs are created equal. Different types of adverbs add various kinds of information to make actions and descriptions in a sentence clearer.Lets explore how adverbs work within sentences to give readers a better understanding of what youre trying
to say.Adverbs of manner tell us how an action is performed or how something happens. They usually come right after the main verb.Examples:Margot exclaimed loudly, This is so beautiful!Harry watched closely.If the verb has a direct object, place the adverb before the verb or at the end of the sentence instead. Never place the adverb between the verb and the direct object.Examples:Margot loudly exclaimed how beautiful the sunset was.Harry
watched the game closely.Adverbs of frequency tell us how often something happens, and they come in two categories: indefinite and definite.These adverbs provide us with a general idea of how often something happens but dont give an exact timeframe. Place these adverbs before the main verb in a sentence.Examples:Michael never turns in his homework on time.Anna sometimes tutors her classmates.These adverbs, on the other hand, tell us
exactly how often something happens by giving us a specific description of time. They usually go at the end of a sentence.Examples:We travel to South Carolina yearly.I help deliver meals weekly.Adverbs of time and duration give us more information about when an action takes place and how long it lasts.These adverbs tell us when a specific action occurs and are generally placed at the end of a sentence.Example:My son has a project due today; he
spent hours working on it yesterday.These adverbs indicate how long an action lasts. Like adverbs of time, theyre usually found at the end of a sentence or clause.Examples:The alarm system should reset shortly.He worked at the theater temporarily; the job was good for extra seasonal cash.Adverbs of place provide information about where an action takes place. Its placement usually follows the main verb of a sentence.Examples:The papers were
scattered everywhere across the floor.Go outside and watch for the package delivery.Adverbs of degree help us understand how much or to what extent something is the case.Examples:She was extremely upset.They were slightly late to the party.He should be ready soon.An adverb of probability helps define how certain or likely something is to happen. Depending on the specific adverb, it can be placed at the beginning of a sentence or right before
the main verb.Examples:I definitely will be at the party.Perhaps my brother will show up.It will probably rain if the forecast is correct.A conjugative or linking adverb connects two independent clauses to one another. This is done by changing the second clause into an adverbial modifier. A linking adverb differs from a coordinating conjunction because it specifically introduces a relationship like comparison, contrast, condition, or clarification between
the clauses.Example:Jose didnt make it to the final tuition scholarship interviews; consequently, he was able to apply for another option that provides living expenses.An adverb of purpose (or adverb of reason) offers an explanation of why something is the way it is. Some adverbs of purpose function as linking adverbs, connecting two ideas, while others form adverbial phrases that modify verbs.Examples:His children didnt finish their chores; therefore,
they couldnt go to their friends houses over the weekend.Because you failed to record your hours, your paycheck will be late.Focusing adverbs emphasize a particular word or part of a sentence, highlighting its importance or specificity. These are placed right next to the word they aim to emphasize.Examples:Wyatt enjoys golfing, especially on the weekends.Michael was tardy, but only once.Interrogative adverbs are used specifically to introduce
questions. The most common ones include when, why, how, and where.Examples:Where did you buy those pants?She asked what you were doing.Evaluative adverbs are used to express the tone or voice of the author about the information in the clause that follows the action. These adverbs usually come before the clause theyre modifying and are often set off by a comma for clarity.Examples:Hopefully, she will show up on time.The bus arrived late, but
fortunately, being tardy all the time finally paid off.Relative adverbs introduce dependent or relative clauses. Unlike independent clauses, these clauses have a subject but dont form a complete thought on their own. The common relative adverbs are where, when, and why.Examples:This is the beach where he proposed to me.That was the trip when she fell overboard.As weve discussed, the position of an adverb in a sentence can vary depending on its
type and the word it modifies. Heres a handy guide to help you figure out where to place different kinds of adverbs:Knowing what purpose adverbs serve and where they fit into a sentence is just the first part of understanding their use. You also need to know how to form them from other parts of speech so they make sense in the context and tense in which they are being used.Adverbs are usually formed from adjectives by adding the suffix -ly.
However, there are some exceptions. Take a look at how to change an adjective into an adverb and what to do when the suffix -ly doesnt work.For most regular adjectives, you can simply add -ly to the end.Adjective: quickAdverb: quicklylf the adjective ends in -y, change the -y to -i and add -ly.Adjective: happyAdverb: happilyFor adjectives ending in -le, replace the -le with -ly.Adjective: simpleAdverb: simplySome adjectives dont follow a set pattern
when they become adverbs. Youll just have to memorize these.Adjective: goodAdverb: wellAdjective: fastAdverb: fastNot all adverbs are formed by adding -ly. Some keep the same form as the adjective.Adjective: hardAdverb: hardWhile many adverbs are created by adding -ly to an adjective, there are also adverbs that dont change form at all. Heres what you need to know about these unique cases:In some instances, adjectives and adverbs share the
same form. These adverbs are considered irregular. They are typically related to adjectives that end in -ly or have the same spelling as their adjectival forms.Examples:Adjective: livelyShe enjoyed a lively evening at the danceAdverb: livelyAdjective: fastAdverb: fastAdverbs can be formed using prepositional phrases, which provide added details about the manner, place, time, frequency, or other aspects related to an action. A prepositional phrase
consists of a preposition (a word that shows the relationship between a noun or pronoun and other words in a sentence) and its object (usually a noun or pronoun).An adverbial prepositional phrase is a group of words that functions as an adverb in a sentence to form a phrase that modifies a verb, adjective, or adverb.Heres how to use prepositional phrases as adverbs in different contexts:These phrases describe how an action is performed.She sings
with enthusiasm.These tell us where an action takes place.These phrases indicate when an action occurs.These phrases describe how often an action happens.He exercises twice a week.These show why an action is taking place.Due to the heavy traffic, we arrived late.Use these phrases to express under what circumstances an action happens.We will have the picnic on the condition that the weather is nice.These phrases are useful for comparing two
actions or situations.She types faster than her coworkers.Such phrases indicate why an action is being done.He studies to improve his grades.These phrases show to what extent or degree an action is being performed.The water is too cold for swimming.Use these phrases to highlight a difference or contradiction between two actions or situations.Shes friendly with everyone except him.Compound adverbs are multi-word adverbs that offer more
specific meanings. These can be formed in various ways to provide a richer, more nuanced description of actions, qualities, or conditions.You can combine two or more adverbs to create a compound adverb that provides a more detailed description of an action.Example:Adverbs: slowly, cautiouslyShe walked slowly and cautiously.You can add intensifiers or modifiers to a compound adverb to change its emphasis or meaning. Common intensifiers
include very, extremely, and quite. Modifiers can specify the degree or manner of the action.Example:Adverb: carefullySome compound adverbs can be modified with comparative and superlative forms to indicate degrees of comparison.Example:Adverb: quickyShe finished the race more quickly than her teammate.You can replace one of the adverbs in a compound adverb with a synonym to create a variation of the original compound
adverb.Example:Adverbs: eagerly and excitedlyThey awaited the announcement eagerly and enthusiastically.Altering the word order in a compound adverb phrase can shift its emphasis or meaning.Example:Adverb phrase: quietly in the cornerShe sat in the corner quietly.Occasionally, you might add prefixes or suffixes to a compound adverb to modify its meaning or form.Example:Compound Adverb: early morningThey arrived earlier in the
morning.Forming negative adverbs involves adding prefixes to existing adverbs. This changes their meaning to indicate the opposite action or quality or to negate it altogether.Heres how you can form negative adverbs:Use prefixes like un- or dis- to flip the original meaning of an adverb.Adverb: happily, advantageouslyNegative Adverb: unhappily, disadvantageouslyThe prefix non- also works to create negative adverbs that suggest the absence or lack
of the quality described by the original adverb.Adverb: existent, violentlyNegative Adverb: nonexistent, nonviolentlyThese prefixes can be added to certain adverbs to create negative forms by negating the action or quality.Adverb: completely, morallyNegative Adverb: incompletely, immorallyIn some cases, when the original adverb is hyphenated, the negative form is also hyphenated.Adverb: well-dressedNegative Adverb: ill-dressedThe prefixes a- and
an- can be added to adjectives that sometimes function as adverbs to create negative forms.Adverb: symmetricallyNegative Adverb: asymmetricallylnstead of using prefixes, you can also use negative adverbs like never and nowhere to negate actions or indicate absence.Adverb: thereNegative Adverb: never thereWhile adverbs are often single words derived from adjectives, you can also use nouns to create adverbial phrases. These phrases usually
describe the manner or context in which an action occurs. Heres how to do it:In some cases, you can add the suffix -ly to a noun to form an adverb.Noun: yearAdverb: yearly (indicating the frequency with which something is done each year)For example:She checks her soil chemistry levels yearly to ensure her plants will grow well.A noun combined with a numerical modifier can create an adverbial phrase that specifies the extent or measure of an
action.Noun: milesAdverbial phrase: three miles (indicating the distance traveled)For example:It felt as if they had walked more than three miles.By adding a preposition to a noun, you can form an adverbial phrase that specifies the timing or context of an action.Noun: DecemberAdverbial phrase: before December (indicating that something is done before a specific time of year)For example:Make sure you wrap presents before December!Sometimes, a
noun can be part of an adverbial phrase combined with a verb to describe the manner or timing in which an action is performed.Noun: momentAdverbial phrase: waited a momentFor example:Her question would have been answered if she had only waited a moment.A noun and the infinitive form of a verb can form an adverbial phrase that describes the manner or purpose of an action.Noun: bedAdverbial phrase: to bed to sleepFor example:Monica
went to bed to sleep.The appropriate use of adverbs involves more than just knowing how to form them and where to place them in sentences. Its also crucial to understand how adverbs interact with different parts of speech to convey the intended meaning clearly and effectively.Using adverbs with verbs is the most common way to provide more information about how an action is performed. We have gone over this in detail above, but it doesnt hurt to
see how adverbs work specifically with verbs compared to other parts of speech.Adverbs modify verbs by adding details such as manner, frequency, time, place, degree, and more. Using adverbs with verbs can enhance your communication by providing additional context and detail.Here are some examples of using adverbs with verbs:Manner adverbs describe how an action is carried out.Frequency adverbs indicate how often an action occurs.They go
to the gym regularly.He doesnt eat sweets very often.Time adverbs provide information about when an action takes place.Place adverbs describe where an action occurs.The cat likes to sleep here.Degree adverbs modify the intensity or degree of an action.He speaks English fluently.These adverbs indicate whether an action is confirmed or denied.He certainly understands.He hardly knows.Comparative adverbs compare the intensity of actions, while
superlative adverbs indicate the highest degree.She drives more carefully than he does.He works the hardest in the office.These adverbs connect ideas, showing relationships between clauses or sentences.We can go for a walk; meanwhile, you can prepare dinner.Interrogative adverbs introduce questions about the manner, place, time, or reason for an action.Why did she leave so early?To use adverbs effectively with verbs, make sure you:Avoid
redundancy: If the verb already conveys the adverbs meaning, theres no need for the adverb.Example: Whisper quietly is redundant since whispering is inherently a quiet action.Choose the adverb that adds the most meaning: Opt for an adverb that gives new information or adds nuance to the verb.Example: Saying The fire spread rapidly is more informative than The fire spread fast.Placement: Place the adverb close to the verb it modifies to prevent
confusion.Example: She almost drove her kids to school vs. She drove her kids to school almost.Using adverbs with adjectives is a way to provide more information about the degree or intensity of a quality described by the adjective. Adverbs can help you be more precise and descriptive in your writing.Intensifying adverbs enhance the meaning of an adjective by emphasizing the degree or extent of the quality.The extremely delicious cake was
served.Degree adverbs modify adjectives to indicate the level or extent of a quality.The movie was fairly entertaining.Using adverbs with other adverbs can provide additional information about how an action is performed, the degree of an action, or the relationship between multiple actions. These typically form compound adjectives, as described above.These adverbs can modify other adverbs to give more detail about the manner in which an action is
performed.He ran very quickly to catch the bus.Just like adjectives, some adverbs can be used in comparative and superlative forms to show differences in degree or quality between actions.She answered the question most confidently of all.He runs faster than she does.These adverbs indicate how often an action takes place. When paired with another adverb, they give us more detail about the frequency of an action.He exercises quite frequently to
stay in shape.These adverbs are used to emphasize just how much or to what extent another adverb applies.She was extremely pleased with the results.Comparative and superlative adverbs help us express differences in intensity, quality, or degree when were talking about actions, qualities, or conditions. They work similarly to comparative and superlative adjectives, but they modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs instead of nouns or pronouns.To
create a comparative adverb, you have two main options:Add -er to the end of the adverb (usually only applicable for single-syllable adverbs).Use the word more before the adverb.Examples:He ran more quickly than his classmates and won the race.He ran faster than his classmates and won the race.For superlative adverbs, the rules are similar. You can:Add - est to the end of the adverb (again, generally for single-syllable adverbs).Use the word most
before the adverb.Examples:He ran the most quickly in his class.He ran the fastest in his class.To help you better use comparative and superlative adverbs, take a look at the following examples to help you see how to form each from commonly used adverbs.Adverb: quickComparative: quicker, more quicklySuperlative: quickest, most quicklyAdverb: loudComparative: louder, more loudlySuperlative: loudest, most loudlyAdverb: carefulComparative:
carefuller, more carefullySuperlative: carefullest, most carefullyAdverb: easyComparative: easier, more easilySuperlative: easiest, most easilyAdverb: softComparative: softer, more softlySuperlative: softest, most softlyRemember that some adverbs have irregular forms for the comparative and superlative degrees, similar to adjectives.Adverb: wellComparative: betterSuperlative: bestAdverb: badlyComparative: worseSuperlative: worstAdverb:
farComparative: fartherSuperlative: farthestAdverbs can be a bit tricky, but theyre key to speaking and writing English well. Here are some common mistakes people make with adverbs, along with tips on how to avoid them:Make sure to put adverbs close to the word theyre modifying to avoid confusing your reader.Incorrect: She almost drove every day.Correct: She drove almost every day.Avoid using two negatives in a sentence as it can make your
message unclear.Incorrect: He cant get no work done hardly.Correct: He can hardly get any work done.Confusing Adjectives for AdverbsAdjectives modify nouns, while adverbs modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs. Using an adjective instead of an adverb (or vice versa) can lead to incorrect sentences.Incorrect: She sings beautiful.Correct: She sings beautifully.Using Good and Well IncorrectlyGood is an adjective, and well is an adverb. Use good
to describe nouns and well to describe verbs, adjectives, and other adverbs.Incorrect: She plays the piano good.Correct: She plays the piano well.While very can add emphasis, using it too frequently can make writing repetitive. Consider using stronger adjectives or adverbs instead.Incorrect: The movie was very, very exciting.Correct: The movie was extremely exciting.Using Literally InaccuratelyLiterally should only be used to describe something that
actually happened, not as a way to emphasize a point.Incorrect: I was so tired, I literally flew home.Correct: I was so tired, I practically dragged myself home.Correct: I was literally dragging my feet on the way home.Some adverbs have irregular forms. Be sure to use the correct form of the adverb.Incorrect: He runs more well than his friend.Correct: He runs better than his friend.Using Too and Very InterchangeablyToo implies excess or going beyond
a limit, while very simply intensifies a quality.Incorrect: The coffee is very hot to drink.Correct: The coffee is too hot to drink.Incorrectly Using Hard and HardlyHard is usually an adjective or adverb that describes the level of effort, while hardly means barely or almost not at all.Incorrect: I worked hardly on the project.Correct: I worked hard on the project.The way we use adverbs changes depending on whether were writing literature or technical
content. This is because each style of writing has its own goals and targets different audiences. In literature, adverbs add creative flair, while in technical writing, they help with clear and precise communication.In literature, adverbs do more than just modify verbs. They add color, emotion, and depth to the narrative. Heres how:Authors use adverbs to paint rich and sensory descriptions that immerse readers in the story.Example:The moon shone
brightly in the velvet sky, casting an ethereal glow on the tranquil lake.Adverbs can help reveal a characters feelings, emotions, and motivations.Example:She looked at him suspiciously, her eyes narrowing as she considered his words.Adverbs help set the atmosphere, affecting how the reader feels about whats happening.Example:The wind howled ominously through the desolate landscape, foretelling an impending storm.Adverbs can provide nuances
to dialog tags, revealing how something is said.Example:She whispered softly, Il always be here for you.Adverbs can be used to create a sense of pacing and rhythm in the narrative.Example:He ran frantically through the dark forest, heart pounding, as if his life depended on it.In technical writing, the focus is on clear, precise, and brief communication. Adverbs are used, but sparingly, to enhance clarity and accuracy. Heres how:Technical writing uses
adverbs to give exact details that enhance understanding.Example:The experiment was conducted carefully to ensure accurate measurements.Adverbs are used to avoid ambiguity by clarifying the intended meaning of actions and processes.Example:The procedure should be followed exactly to ensure safety.Adverbs are used to give clear instructions and convey information efficiently. Example:Enter the data manually into the spreadsheet.Adverbs are
used to maintain an objective tone and minimize emotional bias.Example:The software update was installed successfully.Adverbs are used judiciously to keep sentences concise and avoid unnecessary elaboration.Example:The algorithm operates efficiently on large datasetsAdverbs are versatile words that add more detail to sentences. They usually give extra information about verbs, but they can also describe adjectives or even other adverbs.Adverbs
help answer questions like where, when, how, and to what degree something is happening. By doing so, they make the sentences main action clearer and more understandable.Whether youre reading a story or a technical manual, adverbs play a key role in enriching our understanding of whats being said. They can add emotional depth in literature and bring precision and clarity in technical writing.Ah, the adverb train station. If you want to find out
about adverbs, there is no better place.An adverb tells you how something happens.Here is a train moving "quickly" on the track.Quickly is an adverb here as it describes how fast the train is moving.And look, here is another train, this one is moving very "slowly" on the track.Slowly is an adverb here as it describes how fast the train is moving.Oh, here is a group of passengers, waiting "patiently" for their train."Patiently" is the word describing the
verb "waiting".Oh dear.Here is the Gorilla Monster, he wants to play with the train!Oh, you are playing "nicely" with the train, aren't you?"Nicely" is the adverb here as it describes how the Gorilla Monster is playing with the train."Playing" is the verb, because that is what the Gorilla Monster is doing!An adverb describes the nature of a verb!The Gorilla Monster "expertly" launched the train into space!
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