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The	best	reference	for	information	on	United	States	traffic	and	road	signs	for	over	two	decades.	When	you’re	driving	on	the	road,	there	are	several	things	that	you’re	paying	attention	to.	You’re	watching	your	speed,	looking	out	for	potential	hazards,	making	sure	that	you	don’t	miss	the	next	turn,	and	so	much	more.	You	don’t	exactly	have	the	time,	or
mental	capacity	to	read	every	single	sign	verbatim.	Sometimes,	you	won’t	even	be	able	to	see	the	details	of	each	sign	that	you	pass.	This	is	why	it’s	so	important	that	road	signs	follow	design	guidelines	that	ensure	maximum	visibility,	recognition,	and	safety	through	the	use	of	particular	colors,	shapes,	and	symbols.U.S.	Department	of	Transportation
(DOT)	uses	symbols,	rather	than	words.	Symbols	can	represent	complex	ideas	very	simply,	and	can	be	understood	by	drivers	much	more	quickly	than	words	alone.	Additionally,	symbols	take	up	less	space	on	signs	allowing	them	to	be	printed	larger	than	words	and,	as	a	result,	increases	the	sign’s	visibility.	While	symbols	alone	are	capable	of	conveying
a	lot	of	information	very	quickly,	the	DOT	also	maintains	standards	for	the	colors	and	shapes	used	to	create	road	signs.	These	standards	are	universal	so	that	if	a	driver	can	understand	the	signs	in	one	area,	they	will	also	be	able	to	understand	them	in	another.	For	example,	if	a	driver	sees	an	octagonal	sign	with	a	red	background	and	white	legend	it’s
instantly	recognizable	as	a	stop	sign.	Color	is	one	of	the	key	components	of	a	sign’s	anatomy.	Depending	on	the	color	of	a	sign,	drivers	will	be	able	to	tell	a	bit	about	what	the	sign	means.	The	2009	Manual	on	Uniform	Traffic	Control	Devices	(MUTCD)	for	Streets	and	Highways	sets	the	standards	for	the	use	of	colors	with	road	signs.	What	do	different
color	road	signs	mean?	Black	is	used	for	regulatory	signs	Blue	is	used	for	interstate	route,	county	route,	evacuation	route,	and	road	user	service	signs	Brown	is	used	for	forest	route	and	recreational	signs	Coral	is	not	yet	assigned	Fluorescent	Pink	is	used	for	incident	management	signs	Fluorescent	Yellow-Green	is	used	for	pedestrian	warning,	bicycle
warning,	and	school	warning	signs	including	playground	warning,	school	bus,	and	school	warning	signs	Green	is	used	for	street	name,	destination,	reference	location,	and	recreational	information	signs	Light	Blue	is	not	yet	assigned	Orange	is	used	for	temporary	traffic	control	and	incident	management	signs	Purple	is	used	for	signs	that	designate
lanes	restricted	to	use	only	by	vehicles	with	electronic	toll	collection	(ETC)	accounts	Red	is	used	for	prohibitive	and	interstate	route	signs	White	is	used	for	prohibitive,	permissive,	state	route,	and	U.S.	route	signs	Yellow	is	used	for	different	kinds	of	warning	signs	As	you	can	see,	color	is	a	very	important	aspect	of	the	anatomy	of	a	road	sign	and	it	can
tell	you	a	great	deal	about	the	meaning	of	a	sign	on	its	own.	The	more	familiar	you	are	with	road	sign	colors,	the	easier	it’ll	be	for	you	to	tell	the	difference	between	signs	on	the	road,	which	means	you	can	spend	less	time	thinking	about	signs	and	more	time	focusing	on	driving	safely.	Utilizing	consistent	colors	and	familiar	symbols	can	make	it	very
easy	to	determine	the	meaning	of	a	sign,	but	adding	in	the	final	component,	the	shape,	makes	it	even	easier.	Each	sign	shape	carries	a	different	meaning,	and	when	combined	with	the	color	and	symbol,	ensures	that	there	is	no	confusion	as	to	what	the	sign	means.	In	many	cases,	only	two	of	these	aspects	are	necessary	for	a	road	user	to	know	what	a
sign	means.	What	do	different	road	sign	shapes	mean?	Octagon	is	only	used	for	stop	signs	Upside	Down	Triangle	always	means	yield	Circle	is	used	to	indicate	that	a	railroad	crossing	is	nearby	Pennant	Shape	signs	indicate	a	no	passing	zone	Pentagon	(pointed	up)	is	used	for	school	zone	is	ahead	signs,	school	crossing	zone	signs,	and	country	route
signs	Crossbuck	(looks	like	an	“X”)	indicates	a	railroad	crossing	Diamond	signs	alert	drivers	to	unexpected	road	conditions	Rectangle	(including	square)	signs	provide	regulatory	notices	and	provide	road	users	with	directional	or	special	information	Trapezoid	signs	are	used	to	mark	cultural	and	recreational	areas	of	interest	and	is	also	used	for
national	forest	route	signs	Now,	let’s	take	a	look	at	five	different	road	signs’	shape,	color,	and	symbol	as	well	as	what	each	of	them	means.	This	is	a	good	way	to	practice	your	knowledge	of	road	sign	anatomy.	5	Common	Road	Signs	and	What	They	Mean	1.	Speed	Limit	Sign	–	this	sign	is	used	to	regulate	the	speed	limit	on	a	roadway.	The	black	and
white	color	scheme	indicates	that	this	is	a	regulatory	traffic	sign,	and	the	rectangular	shape	also	means	that	this	sign	provides	regulatory	information.	The	legend	on	this	sign	will	indicate	the	maximum	speed	limit	allowed	on	a	particular	area	of	the	road.	2.	Utility	Work	Ahead	Sign	–	this	is	a	temporary	warning	sign	that	alerts	road	users	to	an
upcoming	utility	work	area	that	may	alter	road	conditions	and	the	flow	of	traffic.	The	color	is	orange,	indicating	that	this	is	a	temporary	traffic	control	sign,	and	the	diamond	shape	means	that	the	sign	is	indicative	of	an	unexpected	road	condition.	3.	Pedestrian	Crossing	Sign	–	this	sign	is	used	to	identify	areas	in	which	pedestrians	are	able	to	cross	the
road,	and	alerts	drivers	to	possible	road	hazards	caused	by	pedestrian	traffic.	The	fluorescent	yellow-green	background	indicates	that	this	sign	represents	the	fact	that	pedestrians	are	present,	and	the	diamond	shape	alerts	drivers	unexpected	road	conditions.	In	this	case,	the	unexpected	condition	is	that	a	pedestrian	may	be	crossing	the	roadway.	4.
Do	Not	Enter	Sign	–	this	sign	is	used	to	indicate	to	road	users	that	they	can't	enter	a	roadway	from	the	direction	that	they	are	traveling.	The	white	and	red	color	scheme	indicates	that	this	is	a	prohibitive	sign,	and	the	square	shape	indicates	that	the	sign	is	relevant	to	directional	and	regulatory	information.	5.	Caution	Slow	Down	Sign	–	this	sign	is	used
to	alert	drivers	to	pedestrian	traffic	and	indicates	that	they	must	slow	down.	The	black	and	yellow	color	scheme	reinforces	this;	the	black	indicates	that	this	is	a	regulatory	sign,	and	the	yellow	means	that	the	sign	is	relevant	to	pedestrian	warnings.	Finally,	the	rectangular	shape	reinforces	that	this	is	a	regulatory	sign.	TrafficSign.com	does	not
recommend	or	specify	the	use	of	a	specific	safety	sign	because	it	does	not	have	knowledge	of	the	hazard(s)	our	customers	are	identifying.	It	is	the	customer’s	sole	responsibility	to	identify	the	hazard(s)	that	may	be	present	and	select	one	or	more	signs	(stock	or	custom)	that	accurately	identify	their	specific	hazard(s)	and	complies	with	any	applicable
federal,	state	or	local	laws	or	regulations,	any	worksite	specific	rules	or	regulations	and/or	any	applicable	safety	standards	(including,	without	limitation,	MUTCD	standards).	TrafficSign.com	disclaims	any	and	all	liability	(excluding	liability	for	our	Product	Warranty	contained	in	our	Terms	and	Conditions)	for	any	sign	selected	by	a	customer	and	shall
not	be	responsible	for	any	personal	injury	or	property	damage	resulting	from	the	use	of	signs	purchased	from	it	or	for	the	independent	interpretation	made	of	any	applicable	federal,	state	or	local	laws	or	regulations,	any	worksite	specific	rules	or	regulations,	and/or	any	applicable	safety	standards	(including,	without	limitation,	MUTCD	standards).
Customer	shall	identify	and	hold	TrafficSign.com	and	its	corporate	parent	and	its	officers,	directors,	and	affiliates	harmless	from	and	against	any	and	all	claims,	loss,	or	expense	(including	attorneys’	fees)	arising	from	or	related	to	the	purchase	and	use	by	customer	or	any	third	party	of	any	sign	purchased	by	customer	from	TrafficSign.com	In	this	blog
post,	you	will	learn	different	road	signs	and	their	meanings.	Understanding	these	signs	is	important	for	safe	driving	and	following	traffic	rules.	They	help	guide	drivers,	ensure	safety,	and	maintain	traffic	order.	Whether	you	are	preparing	for	a	driving	test	or	just	want	to	improve	your	knowledge,	this	post	will	help	you	understand	these	signs	clearly.
To	learn	more	vocabulary	on	different	topics,	visit	our	vocabulary	category.	Road	Signs	with	Meanings	Signs	Sign	Pictures	Definition	Roundabout	a	circular	road	is	ahead	where	multiple	roads	meet	Road	narrows	on	multiple	tracks	converge	to	form	less	number	of	tracks	Hump	Back	Bridge	a	steep	bridge	is	ahead	Horse	Riders	indicates	an	area	where
horse	riders	are	present	Height	Restriction	for	bigger	vehicles	that	can	not	pass	through	the	height	barrier	or	an	underpass	Falling		Rocks	in	mountainous	areas	where	there	is	a	risk	of	landslide	Slippery	Road	shows	that	the	road	is	slippery	and	the	vehicle	must	be	slowed	down	Children	Crossing		This	sign	aware	the	driver	of	zebra	crossing	especially
where	children	cross	the	road.	Cattle	This	shows	the	area	where	a	herd	of	cattle	is	present.	Sheep	This	shows	the	area	where	flock	of	sheep	is	present.	Cattle	Grid			This	shows	that	a	cattle	grid	is	ahead	which	is	to	prevent	the	cattle	from	wandering	off.	Steep	hill	Downwards		This	awares	the	driver	of	a	steep	downward	hill	so	he	slows	down.	Steep
Hill	upwards	This	aware	the	driver	of	a	steep	upward	hill	so	he	accelerates.	Danger	Place	This	warns	about	some	dangerous	areas.	Intersection	This	means	multiple	roads	intersect	at	a	place.	Intersection	2		This	shows	that	a	minor	road	intersects	a	bigger	road.	Bend	This	indicates	the	turn.	Double	bend	This	shows	the	Z-	shaped	road/	multiple	turns.
Two	ways	traffic	This	means	that	traffic	is	along	both	ways.	Mobile	bridge	This	means	a	mobile	bridge	is	ahead	so	the	driver	must	be	careful.	Traffic	lights	This	is	an	indicator	of	traffic	lights	that	a	driver	must	abide	by.	Pedestrian	crossing		This	shows	the	presence	of	zebra	crossing.	Road	work	This	means	that	some	road	work	is	going	on.	Back	up	
This	sign	means	that	some	private	property	is	ahead	and	the	vehicle	should	back	up/	reverse.	Give	way		This	sign	means	that	the	vehicles	should	give	way	to	other	vehicles	first	and	then	move.	Crossing		This	indicates	the	crossing	of	two	roads.	Stop		This	is	a	signal	for	the	vehicle	to	stop	and	wait.	Roundtable		This	sign	means	that	a	circular	road	is
ahead	where	multiple	roads	meet.	Cycle	track		This	shows	that	the	track	is	reserved	only	for	bicycles.	Pass	this	site			This	sign	directs	the	way.	Direction	is	followed				The	directs	the	way	to	be	followed.	One	way	street		This	shows	that	a	road	is	only	for	one-way	traffic.	No	entry		This	sign	indicates	the	no-entry	area.	No	entry	both		This	means	no
vehicle	and	no	person	is	allowed.	No	pedestrians	This	restricts	the	entry	of	pedestrians.	No	voice	This	restricts	the	don’t	Horan	vehicles	allowed.	No	smoking		This	means	no	smoking	is	allowed.	No	goods	vehicles	This	sign	is	for	the	restriction	of	heavy	vehicles	carrying	goods.	Maximum	length	This	aware	the	driver	of	the	maximum	length	of	the	place
so	the	large	vehicle	doesn’t	get	stuck.	No	Cycling	This	sign	indicates	no	entry	for	bicycles	such	as	on	highways.	No	parking		This	sign	is	to	stop	both	cars	and	bikes	from	entering.	No	horse	riding		This	restricts	horse-carrying	vehicles.	No	overtaking			This	is	to	restrict	overtaking	of	cars.	No	U-turn			This	is	to	stop	from	taking	u-turns.	No	vehicles
carrying			This	is	to	stop	the	entry	of	vehicles	carrying.	Slippery	road	This	sign	indicates	the	road	ahead	is	slippery.	No	towed	caravans			This	restricts	horse-carrying	vehicles.	No	camping				This	sign	indicates	camping	is	not	allowed.	Traffic	Signs	Pictures	and	Meanings																	Traffic	Signs	with	Meanings			20	Road	Signs	and	Their	Meaning	1.	What
is	the	meaning	of	traffic	signs	and	road	signs?	Traffic	signs	and	road	signs	are	symbols	on	roads	that	help	keep	people	safe.Traffic	signs	tell	drivers	what	to	do,	like	stopping,	slowing	down,	or	turning.Road	signs	include	traffic	signs	and	other	signs,	like	where	pedestrians	can	cross	or	where	there’s	construction.Both	signs	help	everyone	stay	safe	on
the	roads.	2.	What	is	traffic	signs	and	its	function?	Traffic	signs	are	symbols	on	the	road	that	help	keep	everyone	safe.Functions:Give	instructions	–	Tell	drivers	what	to	do.Warn	of	dangers	–	Alert	drivers	to	hazards.Provide	information	–	Show	directions	or	services.Ensure	safety	–	Help	prevent	accidents.Control	traffic	–	Organize	movement.They	make
roads	safer	and	more	organized.	3.	What	are	types	of	traffic	signs?	There	are	three	types	of	traffic	signs:1.	Regulatory	Signs	–	Tell	you	what	to	do	or	not	do,	like	stop	signs	or	speed	limits.2.	Warning	Signs	–	Warn	you	about	dangers,	like	sharp	turns	or	pedestrian	crossings.3.	Informational	Signs	–	Give	useful	information,	like	directions	or	where	gas
stations	are.These	signs	help	keep	roads	safe	and	organized.	4.	What	are	the	7	main	types	of	traffic	signs	and	their	colors?	The	7	main	types	of	traffic	signs	and	their	colors	are:1.	Regulatory	Signs	(Red,	White)	–	Tell	you	what	to	do,	like	stop	signs.2.	Warning	Signs	(Yellow,	Orange)	–	Warn	about	dangers,	like	curves.3.	Informational	Signs	(Green,	Blue)
–	Give	directions	or	services.4.	Construction	Signs	(Orange)	–	Warn	about	roadwork.5.	Guide	Signs	(Green,	Blue)	–	Show	directions	on	highways.6.	Service	Signs	(Blue)	–	Point	to	services	like	gas	stations.7.	Danger	Signs	(Yellow,	Black)	–	Warn	about	serious	hazards.These	signs	help	keep	roads	safe.	You	May	Also	Like	Type:	regulatory	sign	Color:
black	and	white	Shape:	rectangle	Location:	prior	to	intersections	What	does	a	Turn	Left	or	Right	sign	mean?	The	Turn	Left	or	Right	is	a	regulatory	sign.	It	tells	drivers	that	traveling	straight	is	forbidden,	and	only	left	and	right	turns	are	allowed	from	this	lane.	What	type	of	sign	is	a	Turn	Left	or	Right	sign?	The	Turn	Left	or	Right	sign	is	a	regulatory
sign.	The	sign	controls	traffic	and	sets	limits.	What	are	the	color(s)	of	a	Turn	Left	or	Right	sign?	The	Turn	Left	or	Right	sign	is	black	and	white.	It	has	a	white	background	with	black	borders	and	graphics.	What	shape	are	Turn	Left	or	Right	road	signs?	Turn	Left	or	Rights	signs	are	in	the	shape	of	a	vertical	rectangle,	with	black	graphics.	Where	are
Turn	Left	or	Right	signs	commonly	placed?	Turn	Left	or	Right	signs	are	commonly	installed	before	intersections	where	road	users	can	move	their	vehicle	only	in	the	direction	indicated	for	their	traffic	lane.	When	you	see	a	TURN	LEFT	OR	RIGHT	sign	while	driving,	you	must	be	aware	that:	•	traveling	straight	is	forbidden	•	only	right	and	left	turns	are
allowed	from	the	lane	displaying	this	sign	Test	Your	Knowledge	of	Road	Signs	Take	a	Free	Road	Signs	Practice	Test	Related	Road	Signs	Studying	for	Your	DMV	Test?Get	a	Pass	Guarantee	Test	Your	Knowledge	of	Traffic	Signs	Take	a	Road	Signs	Test	Now	Type:	warning	sign	Color:	yellow	and	black	Shape:	diamond-shaped	Location:	before	a	dip	in	the
road	What	does	a	DIP	warning	sign	mean?	The	DIP	sign	is	used	to	warn	drivers	that	there	is	a	low	place	in	the	road	ahead.	Slow	your	vehicle	so	your	shock	absorbers	aren't	damaged.	Other	possible	negative	consequences	of	driving	through	a	dip	without	slowing	down	include	loss	of	steering	control.	Driving	through	a	dip	at	a	regular	speed	when	it's
raining	or	just	after	rain	may	cause	hydroplaning,	and	you	could	lose	control	of	your	vehicle.	Slow	down	and	be	ready	to	stop	and	turn	around	if	the	dip	is	filled	with	water.	What	type	of	sign	is	a	DIP	sign?	The	DIP	sign	is	a	warning	sign.	The	sign	warns	drivers	about	a	road	condition	requiring	special	attention.	What	color(s)	are	on	a	DIP	sign?	DIP
signs	are	yellow	with	black	lettering.	What	shape	are	DIP	signs?	DIP	signs	are	shaped	like	a	diamond,	with	black	borders	and	the	word	"DIP"	printed	in	the	center.	Where	are	DIP	traffic	signs	commonly	installed?	DIP	warning	signs	are	installed	on	the	side	of	the	road	to	warn	drivers	of	a	sharp	depression	in	the	road	ahead.	When	you	see	a	DIP	sign
while	driving,	you	should:	•	be	aware	that	there	is	a	dip	in	the	road	ahead	•	slow	down	•	use	extra	caution	when	it's	raining	or	just	after	the	rain	•	be	prepared	to	stop	and	turn	around	if	the	dip	is	filled	with	water	Test	Your	Knowledge	of	Road	Signs	Take	a	Free	Road	Signs	Practice	Test	Related	Road	Signs	Studying	for	Your	DMV	Test?Get	a	Pass
Guarantee	Test	Your	Knowledge	of	Traffic	Signs	Take	a	Road	Signs	Test	Now	Type:	regulatory	sign	Color:	black	and	white	Shape:	rectangle	Location:	before	traffic	islands	or	highway	dividers	What	does	a	Keep	Right	sign	mean?	A	Keep	Right	sign	marks	a	highway	divider	or	a	traffic	island	and	tells	drivers	that	they	must	stay	to	the	right	of	the
obstacle.	On	highways,	Keep	Right	signs	may	be	accompanied	by	Divided	Highway	Begins	warning	signs.	If	you	see	a	Keep	Right	sign	while	driving,	you	must	keep	to	the	right	of	the	obstacle.	What	type	of	sign	is	a	Keep	Right	sign?	A	Keep	Right	sign	is	a	regulatory	sign.	The	sign	controls	traffic	and	gives	commands.	What	color(s)	is	a	Keep	Right	sign?
A	Keep	Right	sign	is	black	and	white.	It	has	a	white	background	with	black	borders,	graphics	and	lettering.	What	shape	is	a	Keep	Right	road	sign?	A	Keep	Right	sign	is	in	the	shape	of	a	vertical	rectangle,	with	black	graphics	and	lettering.	The	sign	may	vary	from	state	to	state.	In	some	states,	the	sign	shows	an	arrow	pointing	to	the	right	with	the
words	"KEEP	RIGHT",	while	in	other	states	the	sign	has	symbols	that	represent	the	flow	of	traffic	keeping	to	the	right	of	a	highway	divider.	Where	are	Keep	Right	signs	commonly	placed?	Keep	Right	signs	are	placed	before	highway	dividers	or	traffic	islands	to	warn	drivers	that	they	must	stay	to	the	right	of	the	obstacle.	Keep	Right	Sign	-	What	To	Do
If	you	see	a	KEEP	RIGHT	sign	while	driving,	you	must	keep	to	the	right	of	the	obstacle.	Test	Your	Knowledge	of	Road	Signs	Take	a	Free	Road	Signs	Practice	Test	Related	Road	Signs	Studying	for	Your	DMV	Test?Get	a	Pass	Guarantee	Test	Your	Knowledge	of	Traffic	Signs	Take	a	Road	Signs	Test	Now	Type:	regulatory	sign	Color:	red	and	white	Shape:
square	Location:	at	the	beginning	of	one-way	streets	and	ramps	What	does	a	Do	Not	Enter	Sign	mean?	DO	NOT	ENTER	signs	are	usually	installed	at	the	beginning	of	one-way	streets	and	ramps,	often	accompanied	by	a	'Wrong	Way'	sign.	A	Do	Not	Enter	sign	indicates	that	drivers	are	often	going	to	encounter	opposing	traffic	(traffic	moving	toward
them,	often	at	a	high	speed)	if	they	enter	contrary	to	the	sign.	The	Do	Not	Enter	sign	is	a	regulatory	sign.	It	prohibits	drivers	from	entering	the	one-way	street	or	ramp	where	the	sign	is	installed.	What	type	of	sign	is	a	Do	Not	Enter	sign?	A	Do	Not	Enter	sign	is	a	regulatory	signs	(it	tells	drivers	not	to	do	something).	What	are	the	colors	of	a	Do	Not
Enter	sign?	A	Do	Not	Enter	sign	is	red	and	white.	It	consists	of	a	square	white	background	featuring	a	red	circle	with	a	horizontal	white	line	in	the	center	and	the	words	"DO	NOT	ENTER"	in	white	text.	Do	Not	Enter	signs	are	in	the	shape	of	a	square.	They	show	a	red	circle	containing	a	white	horizontal	bar	in	the	middle,	and	the	words	"DO	NOT
ENTER"	written	in	white.	Where	are	Do	Not	Enter	signs	commonly	placed?	DO	NOT	ENTER	signs	are	usually	installed	at	the	beginning	of	one-way	streets,	ramps	and	crossovers	on	divided	roadways.	When	you	see	a	Do	Not	Enter	sign	while	driving:	•	do	NOT	enter	the	one-way	street	or	ramp	where	the	sign	is	installed	•	if	you	drive	past	the	sign,	you
are	going	in	the	wrong	direction!	You	could	get	into	a	head-on	collision	with	vehicles	headed	your	way.	Cautiously	turn	around.	Test	Your	Knowledge	of	Road	Signs	Take	a	Free	Road	Signs	Practice	Test	Related	Road	Signs	Studying	for	Your	DMV	Test?Get	a	Pass	Guarantee	Test	Your	Knowledge	of	Traffic	Signs	Take	a	Road	Signs	Test	Now	Type:
warning	sign	Color:	yellow	and	black	Shape:	diamond-shaped	Location:	before	bumps	in	the	road	What	does	a	Bump	sign	mean?	A	Bump	sign	warns	drivers	that	there	is	a	bump	up	ahead	on	the	road.	The	sharp	rise	in	the	roadway	could	cause	you	to	lose	control	of	your	vehicle.	As	you	approach	the	bump,	reduce	your	speed	and	keep	both	hands	on
the	steering	wheel.	What	type	of	sign	is	a	Bump	sign?	The	Bump	sign	is	a	warning	sign.	It	warns	motorists	about	a	road	condition	requiring	special	attention.	What	are	the	colors	of	a	Bump	sign?	Bump	signs	are	yellow	with	black	lettering.	What	shape	are	Bump	signs?	Bump	signs	are	in	the	shape	of	a	diamond,	with	a	black	border	and	the	word	BUMP
printed	in	the	center.	Where	are	Bump	signs	posted?	Bump	signs	are	usually	posted	before	a	sharp	rise	(bump)	in	the	roadway.	When	you	see	a	BUMP	sign	while	driving,	you	should:	•	be	aware	that	there	is	a	bump	up	ahead	on	the	road,	which	could	cause	you	to	lose	control	of	your	vehicle	•	reduce	your	speed	•	make	sure	to	have	both	hands	on	the
steering	wheel	as	you	approach	the	bump	Test	Your	Knowledge	of	Road	Signs	Take	a	Free	Road	Signs	Practice	Test	Related	Road	Signs	Studying	for	Your	DMV	Test?Get	a	Pass	Guarantee	Test	Your	Knowledge	of	Traffic	Signs	Take	a	Road	Signs	Test	Now	Regulatory	signs	tell	drivers	what	they	must	do,	or	must	not	do,	according	to	the	law.	They	give
information	about	rules	for	traffic	direction,	speed,	lane	use,	stopping,	yielding,	turning,	parking,	and	other	special	situations.	Drivers	must	obey	the	instructions	on	regulatory	signs.	If	they	don’t,	they	are	breaking	the	law,	and	could	be	fined	and	receive	points	on	their	driving	record.	Drivers	who	disobey	the	messages	on	regulatory	signs	also	risk
their	safety	and	the	safety	of	others.	Regulatory	signs	are	typically	white,	red,	or	black	with	black,	white	or	red	letters	or	symbols.	They	are	usually	square	or	rectangular,	but	some	have	a	special	shape.	Some	regulatory	signs	have	a	red	circle	with	a	red	slash	over	a	symbol.	These	signs	prohibit	certain	actions,	and	the	symbol	inside	the	circle	tells
drivers	what	is	prohibited.	The	basic	shapes	and	colors	of	traffic	signs	are	important.You	should	know	signs	by	their	appearances	so	when	driving,	you	can	recognize	them	at	a	distance	even	when	visibility	is	poor.	If	snow	covers	a	sign,	the	shape	can	help	you	decide	the	most	likely	meaning	of	the	sign.	In	the	United	States,	road	signs	can	have:				10
different	colors				9	different	shapes	Each	shape	and	color	has	an	exact	meaning.	You	should	learn	all	of	the	shapes	and	colors	for	your	DMV	exam	and	your	future	safety	on	the	road.	You	should	expect	one	or	two	questions	about	shapes	and	colors	on	the	knowledge	test	in	many	states.	Pay	special	attention	to	signs	with	exclusive	use,	like	the	sign	that
warns	of	a	railroad	crossing	ahead,	the	stop	sign,	and	the	yield	sign.	Basic	Shapes	in	United	States	Octagon	Exclusively	for	Stop	Triangle	Exclusively	for	Yield	Circle	Exclusively	for	Grade	Crossing	Advance	Warning	Pennant	Exclusively	used	for	No	Passing	Pentagon	Exclusively	for	School	Advance	Warning	Crossbuck	Exclusively	for	Grade	Crossing
Diamond	Warning	Rectangle,	square	Regulatory	signs	(often	vertical)	Rectangle,	square	Guide	signs	(often	horizontal)	Rectangle,	square	Some	warning	signs	Trapezoid	Recreational	and	Cultural	Interest,	National	Forest	Route			Download	the	table	Route	signs	can	also	have	different	shapes.	The	Interstate	route	sign	is	a	cutout	shield	with	the	route
number	in	white	letters	on	a	blue	background.	U.S.	routes	are	marked	with	black	and	white	shields	(the	left	sign	below).	State	route	signs	are	often	square,	but	designs	are	established	locally,	and	the	state	signs	may	have	different	shapes.	Even	if	questions	about	route	signs	rarely	show	up	on	a	DMV	test,	make	sure	you	can	tell	them	apart.	Other
route	signs	mark	County	routes	and	National	Forest	routes.			Download	the	questions	Type:	regulatory	sign	Color:	black	and	white	Shape:	rectangle	Location:	before	a	road	intersects	with	a	divided	highway	What	does	a	Divided	Highway	sign	mean?	A	Divided	Highway	regulatory	sign	(not	to	be	confused	with	the	Divided	Highway	Begins	and	Divided
Highway	Ends	warning	signs),	tells	drivers	that	the	road	they	are	on	intersects	with	a	divided	highway.	Drivers	who	need	to	merge	into	the	divided	highway	must	keep	in	mind	that	they	can	only	turn	right	at	the	first	roadway,	and	they	can	only	turn	left	at	the	second	roadway.	What	type	of	sign	is	a	Divided	Highway	sign?	A	Divided	Highway	sign	is	a
regulatory	sign.	Regulatory	signs	control	traffic,	give	commands	or	set	limits.	What	are	the	colors	of	Divided	Highway	regulatory	signs?	Divided	Highway	signs	are	black	and	white.	They	have	a	white	background	with	black	graphics	and	lettering.	What	shape	is	a	Divided	Highway	regulatory	sign?	A	Divided	Highway	regulatory	sign	is	a	rectangle	with
longer	horizontal	sides.	The	sign	shows	a	road	merging	into	a	divided	highway,	depicted	as	two	black	arrows	pointing	in	the	opposite	direction.	The	sign	has	the	words	"DIVIDED	HIGHWAY"	written	in	black	lettering.	Where	are	Divided	Highway	regulatory	signs	commonly	placed?	Divided	Highway	regulatory	signs	are	installed	before	the	road	that
drivers	are	traveling	on	intersects	with	a	divided	highway.	Divided	Highway	Sign	-	What	To	Do	When	you	see	a	Divided	Highway	sign	while	driving,	and	you	need	to	merge	onto	the	divided	highway,	keep	in	mind	that	you	can	only	turn	right	at	the	first	roadway,	and	you	can	only	turn	left	at	the	second	roadway.	Test	Your	Knowledge	of	Road	Signs	Take
a	Free	Road	Signs	Practice	Test	Related	Road	Signs	Studying	for	Your	DMV	Test?Get	a	Pass	Guarantee	Test	Your	Knowledge	of	Traffic	Signs	Take	a	Road	Signs	Test	Now	Stop	Yield	No	Entry	One	Way	Speed	Limit	Ped	Xing	(Pedestrian	Crossing)	School	Zone	Keep	Right	Keep	Left	No	U-Turn	No	Parking	No	Stopping	No	Turn	on	Red	Do	Not	Enter	RR
Xing	(Railroad	Crossing)	Slippery	When	Wet	Merge	Traffic	Signal	Ahead	Roundabout	Road	Work	Ahead	Deer	Xing	(Deer	Crossing)	Children	Bike	Lane	Detour	Road	Closed	Construction	Crosswalk	Slow	Speed	Bump	Merge	Right	Merge	Left	Lane	Ends	Slow	Children	No	Passing	No	Overtaking	Lane	Shift	Truck	Xing	(Truck	Crossing)	Tunnel	Ahead
Bridge	Ahead	Sharp	Curve	Deer	Xing	(Deer	Crossing):	Watch	out	for	deer	crossing	the	road.	Children:	Be	cautious	of	children	in	the	area.	Bike	Lane:	A	designated	lane	for	bicycles.	Detour:	A	temporary	route	to	avoid	a	closed	road	or	construction.	Road	Closed:	The	road	ahead	is	not	passable.	Construction:	Work	being	done	on	the	road,	be	cautious	of
workers	and	equipment.	Crosswalk:	A	spot	on	the	road	where	people	are	allowed	to	cross.	Slow:	Reduce	your	speed.	Speed	Bump:	A	raised	area	on	the	road	to	slow	down	vehicles.	Merge	Right:	Prepare	to	move	to	the	right	lane.	Merge	Left:	Prepare	to	move	to	the	left	lane.	Lane	Ends:	The	lane	you	are	in	is	about	to	finish.	Slow	Children:	Children	are
present,	reduce	speed.	No	Passing:	Do	not	overtake	other	vehicles.	No	Overtaking:	In	the	same	way	as	“No	Passing,”	avoid	going	over	other	cars.	Lane	Shift:	Prepare	for	a	change	in	the	lane	layout.	Truck	Xing	(Truck	Crossing):	Watch	out	for	trucks	crossing	the	road.	Tunnel	Ahead:	A	tunnel	is	coming	up	ahead.	Bridge	Ahead:	A	bridge	is	coming	up
ahead.	Sharp	Curve:	Be	prepared	for	a	sharp	turn	in	the	road.	Traffic	Signs	Name	And	Their	Meanings	Steep	Hill	Loose	Gravel	Falling	Rocks	Low	Clearance	Narrow	Bridge	Road	Narrows	Rough	Road	Side	Road	T	Intersection	Y	Intersection	Dead	End	Ice	No	Horns	No	Idling	Keep	Clear	No	Left	Turn	No	Right	Turn	Keep	Right	for	Slow	Traffic	Radar
Speed	Check	Reduce	Speed	Steep	Hill:	A	road	with	a	sharp	incline.	Loose	Gravel:	Gravel	that	may	cause	vehicles	to	lose	traction.	Falling	Rocks:	Beware	of	rocks	falling	onto	the	road.	Low	Clearance:	The	overhead	clearance	is	limited.	Narrow	Bridge:	A	bridge	with	limited	width.	Road	Narrows:	The	road	is	becoming	narrower.	Rough	Road:	The	road
surface	is	uneven	or	bumpy.	Side	Road:	A	tiny	route	that	diverges	from	the	main	thoroughfare.	T	Intersection:	An	intersection	where	one	road	ends,	forming	a	T	shape.	Y	Intersection:	An	intersection	where	one	road	splits	into	two,	forming	a	Y	shape.	Dead	End:	The	road	ends	with	no	outlet.	Ice:	Frozen	water	on	the	road,	causing	slippery	conditions.
No	Horns:	Do	not	use	your	vehicle’s	horn.	No	Idling:	Do	not	let	your	vehicle’s	engine	idle	unnecessarily.	Keep	Clear:	Keep	this	area	clear	of	vehicles	or	obstructions.	No	Left	Turn:	Turning	left	is	not	allowed.	No	Right	Turn:	Turning	right	is	not	allowed.	Keep	Right	for	Slow	Traffic:	Stay	in	the	right	lane	if	you	are	driving	slower	than	other	vehicles.
Radar	Speed	Check:	Speed	of	vehicles	may	be	monitored	by	radar.	Reduce	Speed:	Slow	down	your	vehicle.	Traffic	Signs	Name	And	Their	Meanings	No	Through	Traffic	No	Blocking	No	Motor	Vehicles	No	Trucks	No	Bicycles	No	Pedestrians	No	Animals	No	Trespassing	Beware	of	Dog	Falling	Ice	Falling	Rocks	Falling	Debris	Crosswinds	Slippery	Road
Animals	Trains	Low	Flying	Aircraft	Flood	Ice	on	Bridge	Vehicles	Entering	from	Right	Vehicles	Entering	from	Left	Blind	Intersection	Trucks	Entering	from	Right	Trucks	Entering	from	Left	Road	Work	Sharp	Curve	Speed	Bumps	Wild	Animals	Children	Playing	No	Engine	Braking	No	Engine	Idling	No	Engine	Running	No	Engine	Revving	No	Engine
Starting	No	Engine	Testing	No	Engine	Parking	No	Engine	Leaving	No	Engine	Moving	No	Engine	Exploding	No	Engine!	Vehicles	Entering	from	Left:	Be	aware	of	vehicles	entering	from	the	left	side.	Blind	Intersection:	An	intersection	where	visibility	is	limited,	proceed	with	caution.	Trucks	Entering	from	Right:	Watch	out	for	trucks	entering	from	the
right	side.	Trucks	Entering	from	Left:	Watch	out	for	trucks	entering	from	the	left	side.	Road	Work:	Construction	or	maintenance	work	is	being	done	on	the	road.	Sharp	Curve:	Be	prepared	for	a	sharp	turn	in	the	road.	Speed	Bumps:	Raised	areas	on	the	road	to	slow	down	vehicles.	Wild	Animals:	Be	cautious	of	wild	animals	crossing	the	road.	Children
Playing:	Children	are	present	and	may	be	playing	near	the	road.	No	Engine	Braking:	Do	not	use	engine	braking.	No	Engine	Idling:	Do	not	let	the	engine	idle	unnecessarily.	No	Engine	Running:	Do	not	run	the	engine	while	stationary.	No	Engine	Revving:	Do	not	rev	the	engine.	No	Engine	Starting:	Do	not	start	the	engine.	No	Engine	Testing:	Do	not	test
the	engine.	No	Engine	Parking:	Do	not	park	the	vehicle	while	the	engine	is	running.	No	Engine	Leaving:	Do	not	leave	the	engine	running	unattended.	No	Engine	Moving:	Do	not	move	the	vehicle	with	the	engine	off.	No	Engine	Exploding:	Be	cautious	to	prevent	engine	explosions.	No	Engine!:	Various	restrictions	related	to	engine	operation	and	safety.
Traffic	Signs	Name	And	Their	Meanings	Learn	more	helpful	articles	Animal	body	parts	Dry	fruits	name	in	English	Words	opposite	list	Not	Sure	You	Will	Pass?Get	a	Pass	Guarantee	1.	This	sign	is	a:	regulatory	sign.	stop	sign.	guide	sign.	warning	sign.	2.	Which	sign	has	white	letters	on	a	red	background?	Stop	School	zone	Yield	Speed	limit	3.	This	sign
warns	drivers	that:	there	is	a	winding	road	ahead.	There	is	a	low	place	in	the	road	ahead.	there	is	a	double	curve	ahead.	the	highway	ahead	is	divided	into	two	one-way	roadways.	Drivers	should	keep	to	the	right.	4.	What	message	is	found	on	pennant	shaped	signs?	Traffic	merging	from	the	right.	No	passing	zone.	Drive	with	caution:	the	road	ahead
turns	right.	Right	turns	only.	5.	This	sign	is	a	warning	that	you	are	approaching:	a	dead-end	street.	a	crosswalk.	an	intersection.	a	railroad	crossing.	6.	This	sign	means:	Sharp	right	turn	ahead.	Warning:	U-turn	ahead.	Right	turns	not	allowed.	Hairpin	corner	ahead.	7.	When	they	approach	this	sign,	drivers	must:	slow	down	and	watch	for	children
crossing	the	road.	obey	signals	from	crossing	guards.	stop	if	necessary.	All	of	the	above.	8.	The	octagonal	shape	is	used:	to	warn	drivers	of	existing	or	possible	hazards	on	roadways.	for	stop	signs	and	railroad	advance	warning	signs.	exclusively	for	stop	signs.	for	yield	signs.	9.	When	you	see	this	sign	you	should:	increase	your	speed	and	try	to	pass
other	vehicles.	prepare	to	slow	down	and	possibly	yield	to	oncoming	traffic.	slow	your	speed	and	be	prepared	to	stop.	slow	down	and	do	not	pass	other	vehicles.	10.	__________	are	blue	with	white	letters	and	symbols.	Service	signs	Regulatory	signs	Warning	signs	Destination	signs	(guide	signs)	Page	1	of	10	Next	page	Grade	this	page	NOT	SURE	YOU
WILL	PASS?	GET	DMV	PREMIUM	NOW!	Type:	regulatory	sign	Color:	black	and	white	Shape:	rectangle	Location:	end	of	no-passing	zones	What	do	Pass	With	Care	signs	mean?	Pass	With	Care	signs	are	posted	at	the	end	of	no-passing	zones.	These	signs	tell	drivers	that	they	can	now	pass	other	vehicles,	provided	they	can	do	so	safely.	Remember	to
always	use	caution	when	passing	other	vehicles.	What	type	of	sign	is	a	Pass	With	Care	sign?	A	Pass	With	Care	sign	is	a	regulatory	sign.	Regulatory	signs	control	traffic,	set	limits	or	give	commands.	What	are	the	colors	of	a	Pass	With	Care	sign?	A	Pass	With	Care	sign	is	black	and	white.	The	sign	has	a	white	background	with	black	lettering.	What	shape
are	Pass	With	Care	signs?	Pass	With	Care	signs	are	in	the	shape	of	a	vertical	rectangle.	These	signs	have	a	black	border,	and	the	words	"PASS	WITH	CARE"	written	in	black	lettering.	Where	are	Pass	With	Care	signs	commonly	posted?	Pass	With	Care	signs	are	posted	at	the	end	of	no-passing	zones	to	remind	drivers	that	passing	is	now	allowed.	When
you	see	a	PASS	WITH	CARE	sign	while	driving:	•	be	aware	that	you	can	now	pass	other	vehicles,	if	it	is	safe	to	do	so	•	always	use	caution	when	passing	Test	Your	Knowledge	of	Road	Signs	Take	a	Free	Road	Signs	Practice	Test	Related	Road	Signs	Studying	for	Your	DMV	Test?Get	a	Pass	Guarantee	Test	Your	Knowledge	of	Traffic	Signs	Take	a	Road
Signs	Test	Now	As	drivers,	especially	those	new	to	the	big	open	road,	road	signs	are	going	to	be	one	of	the	most	prevalent	things	you’ll	need	to	pay	attention	to	while	driving	–	that	is,	of	course,	second	to	the	other	drivers	on	the	road	with	you.	Defensive	driving	skills	are	always	the	most	important.	While	those	of	us	who’ve	been	driving	for	a	while
have	figured	out	and	learned	what	all	the	signs	we	see	mean,	the	number	of	signs	used	can	be	a	bit	intimidating	for	a	new	driver.	Now,	you	might	have	already	learned	about	them	in	your	driver’s	education	courses,	but	with	the	number	of	signs	you	need	to	memorize,	I	doubt	that	you	can	keep	everything	stored	in	your	memory.	To	help	you	out,	we’ve
taken	it	upon	ourselves	to	list	them	all	here.	We’ll	also	add	an	in-depth	description	of	their	meaning	to	provide	easy	access	for	those	wanting	to	study	up	on	them	a	bit	more.	Need	To	Take	An	Online	Traffic	School	Course?	Check	Out	The	Highest	Rated	Online	Driver’s	Ed	Program	Here!	Before	we	go	into	every	road	sign,	let’s	have	a	quick	review	of	its
importance.	Why	do	we	have	to	go	through	each	of	them	in	the	first	place?	Road	signs	are	there	to	serve	as	a	warning	to	all	road	users	to	ensure	they	are	safe	from	potential	driving	hazards	and	situations.	They	also	help	regulate	the	flow	of	traffic	among	vehicles,	as	well	as	other	road	users	–	pedestrians	and	cyclists,	for	example.	You	can	even	include
animals	here.	Are	you	curious	to	know	who	decides	to	put	up	these	signs?	Each	state	municipality	will	first	commission	an	engineer	This	engineer	will	then	study	the	location	where	the	sign	is	to	be	placed	and	gauge	its	usefulness	in	that	particular	location.	Once	the	study	has	concluded	and	the	need	for	the	sign	is	documented,	it	needs	to	be
authorized	by	the	local	government.	So	yeah,	it’s	not	that	simple	to	put	up	those	signs.	There	are	different	roads	and	traffic	signs	that	serve	their	purposes.	Let’s	refresh	our	memories	and	learn	all	about	them	once	again!	Every	road	sign	has	a	specific	color	associated	with	it.	The	color	of	road	signs	can	immediately	tell	you	what	they	are	about.	Here
are	the	colors	you	may	be	asked	about	during	your	written	driving	exam:	Red	–	Signs	which	are	red	in	color	refer	to	situations	where	you	must	stop	or	yield.	Obviously,	stop	signs	and	yield	signs	use	the	color	red,	but	other	signs	such	as	do	not	enter	and	wrong	way	signs	can	also	use	red	coloring.	Other	examples	of	road	signs	using	red	include	no	u-
turn	signs,	no	turn	on	red	signs,	and	sometimes	no	parking	signs.	Green	–	Green	road	signs	are	direction	signs.	This	color	is	used	for	things	like	street	signs	(the	names	of	streets),	exit	signs,	mile	markers,	and	signs	showing	you	directions	to	a	certain	city	or	the	distance	to	a	specific	place.	Blue	–	Signs	that	are	blue	in	color	are	not	regulatory	signs.
Instead,	they	display	services	for	travelers.	These	signs	are	normally	found	on	expressways	and	highways,	directing	motorists	to	where	they	can	find	places	such	as	rest	areas,	tourist	sites,	hospitals,	hotels,	gas	stations,	restaurants,	campgrounds,	picnic	areas,	and	other	services	commonly	used	by	motorists.	Yellow	–	Yellow	road	signs	are	general
warning	signs	to	indicate	potential	hazards	or	changing	road	conditions	ahead.	For	example,	road	signs	that	use	the	color	Yellow	may	warn	you	that	there	is	a	narrow	bridge	ahead,	a	railroad	crossing,	a	no-passing	zone,	curves	in	the	roadway,	a	merge	point,	pedestrian	crossing,	a	dead-end,	an	uneven	surface,	a	hidden	cross	street,	or	any	other
number	of	potential	hazards.	Fluorescent	Yellow/Green	–	This	color	is	relatively	new	on	our	roadways,	but	it	is	used	for	signs	relating	to	pedestrians,	bicycles,	and	school	warning	signs.	They	are	increasingly	being	used	for	some	constructions	signs	as	well.	This	color	is	used	because	it	is	easier	to	see	during	foggy	or	rainy	weather.	Orange	–	Orange
road	signs	are	usually	temporary	signs	relating	to	road	work,	temporary	traffic	control,	and	maintenance	warnings.	When	you	see	orange	road	signs,	be	sure	to	watch	for	workers	on	or	near	the	roadway.	Brown	–	Similar	to	blue	road	signs,	brown	signs	are	not	regulatory	signs.	These	signs	indicate	areas	of	recreation	and	cultural	points	of	interest.
Brown	road	signs	will	mark	or	give	directions	towards	historical	sites,	parks,	picnic	areas,	and	other	recreational	areas.	Similar	to	different	road	sign	colors,	you	can	also	tell	what	a	road	sign	means	by	looking	at	its	shape.	Here	are	the	standard	shapes	of	road	signs,	along	with	what	they	mean:	Octagon	–	A	road	sign	in	the	shape	of	an	octagon	will
always	be	a	stop	sign.	Come	to	a	full	stop	at	an	intersection	controlled	by	this	sign.	Stop	at	the	marked	stop	line	or	before	entering	the	crosswalk	or	before	your	vehicle	enters	the	intersection.	Let	other	vehicles	or	pedestrians	pass	if	they	are	in	your	path.	Equilateral	Triangle	–	This	sign	shape	is	used	for	yield	signs.	Yield	the	right	of	way.	Slow	down
and	let	vehicles	crossing	your	path	go	by.	If	necessary,	stop	before	going	ahead.	If	pedestrians	are	in	or	about	to	enter	the	crosswalk,	stop	until	they	have	crossed	the	roadway,	then	proceed.	Pennant	–	This	sign	will	be	on	the	left-hand	side	of	the	road	or	highway.	It	warns	you	of	a	no-passing	zone.	Diamond	–	Diamond	shaped	signs	are	used	as	warning
signs.	These	signs	alert	you	to	special	road	hazards.	Words	or	pictures	on	the	sign	will	show	you	why	you	need	to	slow	down	or	use	extra	caution.	Rectangle	–	These	will	be	regulatory	or	guide	signs.	Vertical	signs	indicate	what	you	should	or	should	not	do,	such	as	speed	limit	signs.	Horizontal	signs	give	directions	or	information	about	services	drivers
may	want.	Pentagon	–	A	road	sign	in	the	shape	of	a	pentagon	will	refer	to	a	school	crossing	or	school	zone.	The	color	of	the	sign	may	be	yellow	or	florescent	yellow/green.	Crossbuck	–	All	railroad	crossing	signs	are	this	shape	and	are	placed	at	each	crossing.	Sometimes	there	is	a	number	under	the	crossbuck	which	will	show	you	how	many	sets	of
tracks	there	are.	Circle	–	This	sign	shape	indicates	a	railroad	crossing	is	ahead.	Let’s	get	into	further	detail	about	what	standard	regulatory	signs	are.	You’ll	see	all	over	the	road,	pretty	much	no	matter	where	you	are.	They	include:	Stop	–	This	sign,	as	you	might	have	guessed,	means	you	need	to	stop	wherever	you	see	one.	They	are	almost	always
accompanied	by	a	line	across	the	road	at	which	you	should	stop,	and	most	areas	require	you	come	to	a	full	and	complete	stop	before	proceeding.	Yield	–	This	sign	is	meant	to	alert	you	to	any	upcoming	hazards,	road	conditions,	or	oncoming	traffic	(there	are	signs	which	signal	for	you	to	yield	prior	to	merging	to	avoid	accidents).	It	means	slow	down,
defer	to	oncoming	traffic,	stop	if	necessary,	and	proceed	when	it’s	safe	to	do	so.	A	flashing	yellow	light	at	an	intersection	serves	for	this	purpose	as	well.	These	signs	are	designed	to	indicate	the	speed	at	which	it	is	appropriate	to	go	on	a	certain	road.	There	are	some	that	indicate	a	single	speed,	and	some	that	indicate	two	speeds:	the	maximum
allowed	on	a	road,	and	the	minimum	allowed	on	a	road.	These	may	be	changed	under	certain	circumstances,	such	as	road	work	or	similar,	and	should	be	followed	to	maintain	safety	for	all	using	the	road.	Speed	Limit	–	Indicates	the	maximum	speed	on	a	road	for	standard	vehicles.	This	maximum	speed	indicates	the	safest	maximum	speed	during	ideal
driving	conditions.	Minimum	Speed	–	Usually	seen	on	highways	and	expressways,	this	sign	indicates	the	minimum	allowable	speed	during	regularly	flowing	traffic.	Truck	Speed	–	On	some	roadways,	larger	vehicles	must	abide	by	different	speed	limits.	This	sign	indicates	the	maximum	speed	for	larger	trucks	and	vehicles.	Combination	Speed	–
Indicates	both	the	maximum	and	minimum	speed	for	all	vehicles	on	the	road;	most	often	used	on	highways	and	interstates	to	avoid	collisions.	Just	as	the	road	itself	is	painted	to	indicate	turning	lanes	and	the	like,	there	are	signs	to	indicate	where	you	can	and	can’t	turn,	u-turn,	take	a	left	turn	into	oncoming	traffic,	etc.	These	come	in	the	form	of:	No
Right	Turn	–	This	sign	is	used	to	indicate	a	street	that	you	can	not	turn	right	onto.	Most	often,	you	will	see	these	in	downtown	areas.	No	Left	Turn	–	This	sign	is	used	to	indicate	a	street	that	you	can’t	turn	left	onto.	Again,	most	often	seen	in	downtown	areas.	No	U-Turn	–	This	indicates	that	a	U-turn	is	not	legal	in	an	area	where	this	sign	is	posted.
Typically,	it	is	because	the	area	has	too	much	traffic	(for	instance,	oncoming	traffic	as	well	as	traffic	coming	out	of	road-side	shopping	centers,	etc.)	to	safely	allow	a	U-turn.	Left	Turn	Only	and	Right	Turn	Only	–	These	will	usually	be	paired	with	the	no-turn	equivalent	of	its	opposite	sign.	These	signs	will	indicate	moves	a	driver	can	make	on	any
particular	road,	and	for	some,	also	indicate	when	to	start	a	movement	–	usually	in	the	case	of	roundabouts,	where	a	certain	lane	can	take	you	left	or	right.	They	are:	Do	Not	Pass	–	Indicates,	as	you	might	have	guessed,	that	you	can’t	pass	in	an	area	where	this	is	posted.	Pass	With	Care	–	This	one	indicates,	as	you	probably	guessed	that	it	is	an	area
where	it’s	safe	to	pass	as	long	as	you	use	common	sense	and	caution.	Keep	Right	–	This	one	means	you	should	keep	right.	It	is	usually	seen	in	areas	where	a	divided	median	begins,	or	in	construction	areas.	Keep	Left	–	The	same	as	keep	right,	only	now	it’s	left.	These	signs	will	all	indicate	that	you’re	basically	doing	it	wrong,	or	that	you	shouldn’t	be
where	you	are	right	now,	if	you’re	where	you	shouldn’t	be.	Allow	me	to	explain:	Do	Not	Enter	–	If	you	see	this	sign,	it	means	you	don’t	belong	there,	and	should	probably	stay	out.	Usually,	it’ll	be	posted	at	the	beginning	of	an	exit	that	is	meant	to	come	out	where	you’re	trying	to	go	in	but	can	also	be	used	for	other	areas	as	well.	Wrong	Way	–	Much	like
the	‘Do	Not	Enter’	sign,	it	indicates	that	you’re	where	you	shouldn’t	be.	For	example,	you’ll	see	this	sign	posted	on	one-way	roads	facing	away	from	flowing	traffic.	That	way,	if	someone	drives	down	a	one-way	road	the	wrong	way,	they	will	see	this	sign.	No	Parking	–	This	one	means	you	can’t	park	wherever	it	is.	Some	no	parking	signs	can	be	a	bit
confusing	with	different	days	and	times	shown.	Be	sure	to	read	them	carefully.	Emergency	Vehicle	Parking	Only	&	Fire	Lane	–	This	sign	will	indicate	that	only	emergency	vehicles	such	as	police	vehicles,	ambulances,	and	firetrucks	can	park	in	the	area.	Road	signs	are	the	way	the	city,	construction	workers,	and	other	people	communicate	with	drivers.
Knowing	what	these	signs	are	and	what	they	mean	is	crucial	to	being	a	good	driver.	Here	is	an	overview	of	important	road	signs:	Road	signs	are	color-coded	as	a	way	to	help	drivers	understand	what	topic	is	being	communicated.	Here	is	a	guide	to	the	colors:	Red:	Stopping	or	dangerBlack	And	White:	Regulations	and	lawsYellow:	WarningsGreen:
Direction	or	placeBlue:	Motorist	services	such	as	gas,	food,	or	hotelsBrown:	Recreational,	historical,	or	scenic	sites.Orange:	Construction	or	road	maintenance	Each	color	of	the	sign	has	a	different	variety	of	instructions.	Here	are	how	to	follow	the	common	signs	for	each	color:	Stop	sign:	You	must	always	stop	at	a	stop	sign.	If	there	is	a	line	painted	on
the	roadway,	you	must	stop	before	the	line.	Some	stop	signs	will	also	have	a	smaller	sign	saying	if	it	is	a	two	way	or	an	all	way	stop.	You	should	completely	stop	your	vehicle	for	at	least	two	seconds,	even	if	the	intersection	is	clear.	Yield:	A	yield	sign	means	you	need	to	slow	down	and	yield	to	any	oncoming	or	cross	traffic.	Yield	signs	do	not	require	that
you	come	to	a	complete	stop.	Instead,	it	indicates	that	you	must	give	the	right	of	way.	So,	if	you	approach	a	yield	sign	and	there	is	cross	traffic,	you	must	stop	until	the	roadway	is	clear.	Do	Not	Enter:	A	do	not	enter	sign	means	that	traffic	cannot	drive	on	that	road.	It	usually	signals	an	exit	or	a	one	way	road.	Even	though	this	sign	is	pretty	clear,	many
people	who	are	lost	and	aren’t	familiar	with	the	area	tend	to	miss	these	signs	and	wind	up	the	wrong	way	on	a	one-way	road.	Make	sure	you	watch	for	these	signs,	especially	in	major	cities	with	one-way	streets.	No	Parking:	You	cannot	park	your	vehicle	in	the	area	designated	by	this	sign.	If	you	see	a	no	parking	sign,	that	doesn’t	mean	you	can	“just
run	in	for	a	few	minutes”	or	leave	your	hazard	lights	on.	Many	no	parking	signs	will	post	certain	hours	that	you	may	or	may	not	park	in	a	given	location,	so	make	sure	you	pay	attention	to	the	timeframes	parking	is	allowed.	VIDEO:	Why	Are	Stop	Signs	Red?	Speed	Limit:	Speed	limit	signs	will	post	the	maximum	allowable	speed	on	any	given	stretch	of
roadway.	Some	speed	limit	signs,	especially	those	on	highways,	will	post	minimum	speed	limits	in	addition	to	maximum	limits.	Legally,	there	is	no	margin	of	error	with	speed	limits.	The	maximum	posted	speed	is	the	fastest	you	are	allowed	to	go	and	even	going	1mph	over	the	limit	can	get	you	a	ticket.	One	Way:	One	way	signs	denote	that	the	traffic
only	moves	in	one	direction	on	that	roadway.	One	way	signs	also	usually	include	an	arrow	showing	the	direction	of	the	traffic.	Many	drivers	who	are	new	to	driving	in	large	cities	fail	to	recognize	these	signs	as	they	don’t	have	any	one-way	roads	where	they	live.	So,	anytime	you	visit	a	new	area,	pay	extra	attention	to	make	sure	you’re	not	turning	the
wrong	way	on	a	one-way-road.	Do	Not	Pass:	Do	not	pass	signs	mean	that	on	that	particular	road	you	cannot	pass	the	driver	ahead	of	you.	These	signs	are	generally	posted	on	two	lane	roadways	where	the	oncoming	lane	can	also	be	used	as	a	passing	lane.	The	do	not	pass	sign	indicates	you	are	beginning	a	stretch	of	road	where	you	are	prohibited	from
using	the	oncoming	lane	as	a	passing	lane.	These	signs	can	also	be	seen	on	multi-lane	roadways,	especially	in	areas	where	lanes	are	about	to	shift	or	merge.	No	Turn:	No	turn	signs	will	tell	you	when	you	cannot	make	a	left	turn,	right	turn,	or	u-turn.	These	are	typically	seen	at	controlled	intersections.	Some	stoplights	are	designed	to	only	control	cross
traffic	but	does	not	allow	for	any	turns	left	or	right.	These	signs	can	also	be	seen	frequently	in	construction	zones	where	roads	are	temporarily	closed	or	turns	are	otherwise	prohibited.	Must	Turn:	Must	turn	signals	tell	you	that	if	you	are	in	a	particular	lane	you	must	turn	a	certain	direction.	Often	times	on	multi-lane	roadways,	one	of	the	outer	lanes
will	turn	into	a	right	or	left	turn	only	lane.	These	signs	will	help	warn	you	and	give	you	enough	time	to	get	into	a	non-turning	lane	if	needed.	Road	Closed:	Road	closed	signs	mean	the	road	is	closed	to	through	traffic	and	you	cannot	drive	there.	These	signs	may	be	placed	on	roadways	that	are	permanently	closed	or	temporarily	closed.	Some	roads	are
closed	temporarily	due	to	construction,	flooding,	major	accidents,	fires,	snow	&	ice,	and	a	slew	of	other	possible	reasons.	VIDEO:	How	Are	Speed	Limits	Determined?	Median	Warning:	These	signs	let	you	know	there	is	a	median	ahead	and	where	you	should	drive	to	avoid	them.	This	is	most	often	seen	in	areas	where	a	2	or	4	lane	road	turns	into	a
divided	highway.	Sometimes	you	will	need	to	briefly	“swerve”	to	one	direction	as	the	roadway	splits.	These	warning	signs	give	you	advance	notice	of	the	maneuver,	especially	for	when	driving	conditions	are	poor.	Stop	Ahead:	A	stop	ahead	sign	warns	if	there	is	a	stop	sign	or	a	stop	light	coming	up	so	you	are	prepared	to	stop.	Many	stop	signs	are
located	around	curves	and/or	over	hills	and	can’t	be	seen	quickly	enough	to	come	to	a	safe	and	controlled	stop.	These	signs	allow	you	to	begin	slowing	down	even	before	you	can	see	the	stop	sign.	Coming	to	a	controlled	and	smooth	stop	will	help	to	reduce	wear	and	tear	on	your	vehicle	as	well	as	reduce	chances	of	accidents,	especially	rear-end
collisions.	Pedestrian	Crossing:	Pedestrian	crossings	mean	that	there	is	an	area	where	pedestrians	frequently	cross	the	road.	Generally	pedestrians	have	the	right-of-way	in	a	crosswalk,	so	if	you	are	able	to	safely	do	so,	be	sure	to	slow	or	stop	to	allow	the	pedestrian	to	cross	the	roadway.	Nearly	5,000	pedestrians	are	killed	annually	due	to	car	vs.
pedestrian	strikes	and	many	more	are	injured	after	being	hit	by	a	vehicle.	Two	Way	Traffic:	This	sign	means	you	are	on	a	two	way	road	without	a	barrier,	so	stay	in	your	lane.	This	sign	is	most	frequently	seen	after	a	divided	highway	or	multi-lane	roadway	merges	into	a	two	lane	road	with	opposite	vehicle	travel	in	each	lane.	It	can	be	especially	difficult
at	night	to	realize	that	a	divided	highway	with	passing	lane	has	reduced	to	just	one	lane	in	each	direction.	Railroad:	Most	railroad	crossings	will	have	a	warning	sign	placed	about	500ft	before	the	crossing.	This	warning	sign	is	meant	to	give	you	prior	warning	that	a	rail	crossing	is	up	ahead.	Many	rail	crossings	are	very	bumpy	and	can	cause	a	loss	of
control,	so	prepare	for	a	possible	jolt.	This	is	also	the	time	you’ll	want	to	look,	listen,	and	live!	Don’t	rely	on	railroad	crossing	signals	to	be	functioning	properly.	They	can	and	do	fail,	so	clear	the	crossing	yourself	before	you	cross.	Animal	Crossing:	Animal	crossing	signs	signal	that	there	is	a	high	volume	of	animals	in	the	area	and	that	you	should	be
ready	for	them	to	cross	the	road.	Typically	the	sign	will	show	a	picture	of	the	type	of	animal	that	is	most	commonly	seen	in	the	area.	These	signs	are	normally	posted	at	known	animal	migration	points	and	areas	of	roadways	where	animals	are	more	likely	to	cross.	VIDEO:	Do	Pedestrians	ALWAYS	Have	The	Right	Of	Way?	Mile	Marker:	Mile	markers	are
normally	only	found	on	interstates	and	highways,	but	these	signs	can	be	seen	on	any	roadway	from	congested	city	streets	to,	more	commonly,	rural	single	lane	roadways.	Most	drivers	pay	no	attention	to	these	seemingly	insignificant	signs,	but	they	are	very	useful	during	emergencies	so	you	can	quickly	tell	a	9-1-1	dispatcher	exactly	where	you	are.
Mile	markers	on	Interstates	will	start	with	Mile	Marker	1	on	the	East	side	and	continue	up	for	every	mile	across	the	state.	On	the	other	hand,	Mile	markers	for	North/South	roads	will	begin	with	Mile	Marker	1	on	the	North	end	of	the	state	and	count	each	mile	to	the	south.	Exit	Sign:	On	highways,	expressways,	and	other	roadways	with	exit	ramps,	you
will	see	an	exit	sign.	Exit	signs	are	required	on	the	entire	U.S.	interstate	system.	In	most	states,	exit	signs	will	also	show	a	number.	This	number	almost	always	correlates	with	the	nearest	mile	marker,	but	there	are	a	few	states	that	simply	list	exit	numbers	in	numerical	order	no	matter	what	mile	marker	it	is	near.	Street	Sign:	In	some	areas,	street
signs	can	be	shown	in	colors	other	than	green.	For	example,	some	city,	state,	and	national	park	roadways	might	be	shown	in	a	brown	color.	Other	roads	which	have	been	renamed	in	someones	honor	could	be	a	different	color	as	well.	However,	the	vast	majority	of	street	signs	will	show	the	name	of	the	roadway	in	green	and	white.	Freeway
Interchange:	Freeway	interchange	signs	help	you	choose	the	proper	lane	before	entering	an	area	where	freeways	come	together.	It’s	important	to	pay	attention	to	these	signs	as	they	will	indicate	in	advance	which	lane	you	will	need	to	enter	in	order	to	stay	on	your	existing	freeway	or	change	to	a	new	one.	Local	Information:	Information	signs	are
usually	found	on	freeways	and	highways.	They	are	normally	placed	before	an	exit	to	show	what	services	are	available.	These	signs	can	tell	motorists	if	there	is	lodging,	gas	stations,	food,	hospitals,	airports,	and	other	services.	Some	local	information	signs	will	also	give	specific	names	of	service	stations,	restaurants,	etc.	At	the	end	of	an	off-ramp,	you
will	normally	see	blue	signs	with	arrows	pointing	in	the	direction	of	where	you	can	find	those	services.	Emergency	Telephone:	While	not	as	common	since	the	advent	of	cell	phones,	many	rural	roadways,	highways,	and	expressways	have	emergency	telephones	on	the	side	of	the	roadway.	These	phones	are	still	extremely	important	for	those	driving	in
very	rural	areas	where	cell	phone	reception	is	minimal.	Emergency	phones	are	not	to	be	confused	with	calling	9-1-1.	You	can	use	an	emergency	phone	for	non-emergency	situations	such	as	if	you	ran	out	of	gas	and	need	assistance.	If	you	do	need	to	use	an	emergency	phone,	be	sure	to	pull	as	far	off	the	roadway	as	possible	and	activate	your	4-way
flashers.	Handicapped	Parking:	Handicapped	parking	can	only	be	used	by	obtaining	a	permit.	Handicap	parking	areas	are	marked	with	blue	signs	and	if	a	proper	permit	is	not	displayed,	you	can	be	ticketed.	And	let’s	be	real	here…	parking	in	a	handicap	area	just	makes	you	an	inconsiderate	person!	Yes,	it	can	get	frustrating	if	you	can’t	find	a	close
parking	spot,	but	please	don’t	be	“that	guy”	and	park	in	a	handicap	zone!	Rest	Area:	Rest	areas	can	be	found	on	any	roadway,	but	they	are	most	common	on	the	U.S.	interstate	system.	Many	rural	roadways	that	go	long	distances	without	any	services	will	have	rest	areas	as	well.	Rest	areas	vary	greatly	in	quality	and	the	services	available	will	vary	as
well.	Some	rest	areas	have	full	service	restaurants	and	gift	shops	while	others	will	simply	be	a	parking	lot	without	any	bathrooms.	Most	rest	areas	that	provide	no	services,	like	bathrooms,	will	give	notice	on	the	sign.	Scenic	Overlook:	Unlike	rest	areas,	scenic	overlooks	generally	do	not	provide	any	services	and	are	only	parking	lots.	What	they	do
provide	are	some	of	the	most	beautiful	views	in	the	country.	Our	nations	roadways	cut	through	all	sorts	of	terrain	from	deserts	to	mountains	to	coastal	waters	and	vast	open	plains.	If	you’re	taking	a	road	trip,	make	sure	you	leave	enough	time	to	check	out	these	scenic	overlook	areas.	In	the	vast	majority	of	cases,	you’ll	be	glad	you	did	(and	your	legs
could	use	a	stretch	anyway!).	Historical	Site:	While	America	is	a	rather	new	country	compared	to	the	rest	of	the	world,	we	still	have	our	fair	share	of	historic	events.	Historical	sites	can	range	from	a	single	tree	that	has	some	historical	significants	all	the	way	up	to	full	fledged	museums,	ghost	towns,	monuments,	and	a	whole	slew	of	other	historical
markers.	Many	of	these	historical	sites	are	ones	you	would	never	know	about	and	most,	even	the	seemingly	insignificant	ones,	are	more	interesting	than	you	might	think.	National	Parks	&	Public	Recreation	Areas:	The	United	States	is	home	to	some	of	the	most	beautiful	national	parks	in	the	world	and	many	of	our	countries	roadways	go	right	through
them,	offering	amazing	experiences	for	those	choosing	to	make	some	stops	and	literally	smell	the	roses.	When	entering	a	national	park,	you	will	see	a	brown	sign	indicating	the	national	park	you	are	entering.	You	will	also	see	signs	pointing	to	national	parks	that	are	nearby.	Brown	signs	will	also	indicate	recreation	areas	such	as	boat	launches	and
beaches.	Road	Work	&	Construction	Zones:	Road	work	ahead	signals	that	you	are	about	to	enter	an	area	with	construction.	These	signs	usually	state	the	distance	before	you	reach	the	road	work.	Major	roadwork	areas,	especially	on	highways,	may	be	posted	10	or	more	miles	in	advance	and	continue	warning	you	as	you	get	closer.	Small	construction
jobs	and	more	temporary	construction	areas	may	give	less	than	one	mile	notice.	Make	sure	you	watch	for	speed	limit	reductions	as	fines	are	usually	doubled	in	construction	zones	with	very	heavy	enforcement.	Dozens	of	roadway	workers	die	each	year	because	vehicles	hit	them,	so	slow	down	and	pay	close	attention.	Orange	signs	will	continue	to	be
posted	to	give	you	instructions	as	you	proceed	through	the	construction	zone.	Detour:	Roadways	need	a	lot	of	repair	and	sometimes	they	need	to	be	closed	for	major	repairs.	Roads	can	also	be	closed	due	to	special	events	such	as	parades.	In	most	cases,	a	“detour	route”	will	be	set	up.	Pay	attention	along	your	route	as	orange	signs	will	point	you	in	the
right	direction	and	the	best	way	to	get	around	the	detour.	Driving	on	a	closed	road	is	a	huge	fine	and	very	dangerous,	so	don’t	do	it!	Road	Closed:	Unlike	detour	signs,	a	road	closed	sign	does	not	give	you	an	alternate	route	to	take.	The	road	is	simply	closed	and	you	are	left	to	figure	out	a	new	way	to	go	on	your	own.	Some	signs	will	say	“road	closed	to
thru	traffic”	which	means	the	road	is	closed	unless	you	live	on	that	road	or	you	are	going	to	a	business	that	can	only	be	accessed	on	the	closed	road.	Top	4	Best	Online	Driver’s	Ed	Courses	Type:	warning	sign	Color:	yellow	and	black	Shape:	diamond-shaped	Location:	before	a	narrow	bridge	What	does	a	Narrow	Bridge	warning	sign	mean?	A	Narrow
Bridge	sign	warns	road	users	that	the	bridge	or	overpass	ahead	is	wide	enough	to	accommodate	two	lanes	of	traffic,	but	with	very	little	clearance.	Slow	down,	stay	in	your	lane	and	watch	out	for	oncoming	vehicles.	What	type	of	sign	is	a	Narrow	Bridge	sign?	A	Narrow	Bridge	Ahead	sign	is	a	warning	sign.	The	sign	warns	road	users	about	a	road
condition	requiring	special	attention.	What	are	the	colors	of	a	Narrow	Bridge	Ahead	sign?	Narrow	Bridge	signs	have	a	yellow	background	and	black	graphics.	What	shape	are	Narrow	Bridge	signs?	Narrow	Bridge	Ahead	signs	are	in	the	shape	of	a	diamond,	and	have	a	narrow	bridge	design	printed	in	the	center.	An	alternative	version	of	the	sign	has



the	words	"NARROW	BRIDGE"	in	black	lettering.	Where	are	Narrow	Bridge	signs	commonly	installed?	Narrow	Bridge	signs	are	installed	before	bridges	that	are	wide	enough	to	accommodate	two	lanes	of	traffic,	but	with	very	little	clearance.	When	you	see	a	Narrow	Bridge	warning	sign	while	driving,	you	should:	•	slow	down	before	entering	the
narrow	bridge	•	stay	in	your	lane	•	watch	out	for	oncoming	traffic	Test	Your	Knowledge	of	Road	Signs	Take	a	Free	Road	Signs	Practice	Test	Related	Road	Signs	Studying	for	Your	DMV	Test?Get	a	Pass	Guarantee	Test	Your	Knowledge	of	Traffic	Signs	Take	a	Road	Signs	Test	Now	Road	signs	play	a	crucial	role	in	ensuring	driver	safety,	managing	traffic
flow,	and	preventing	accidents.	For	new	and	seasoned	drivers	alike,	interpreting	these	signs	correctly	is	essential	for	navigating	roads	effectively	and	responsibly.	While	some	road	signs,	like	those	indicating	sharp	curves	or	animal	crossings,	might	seem	self-explanatory,	others	can	be	less	intuitive.	This	guide	breaks	down	the	meaning	of	driving
signs,	their	colors,	and	how	you	can	master	them	to	become	a	safer	and	more	confident	driver.What	Are	Road	Signs	and	Why	Are	They	Important?Road	signs,	also	known	as	traffic	signs,	are	strategically	placed	at	the	side	or	above	roads	to	provide	information,	guide	drivers,	and	regulate	traffic.	They	date	back	to	ancient	times,	starting	as	simple
wooden	or	stone	milestones	for	navigation.	Today,	they	serve	one	primary	purpose—keeping	roads	safe	for	everyone.Road	signs	not	only	help	avoid	accidents	but	also	provide	essential	information	for	smooth	travel,	such	as	directions,	speed	limits,	and	construction	warnings.	Misinterpreting	or	ignoring	them	can	lead	to	severe	consequences,	from
legal	penalties	to	life-threatening	situations.Traffic	signs,	also	known	as	street	signs	or	driving	signs,	play	a	crucial	role	in	maintaining	order	and	safety	on	U.S.	roads.	They	provide	essential	information	about	speed	limits,	road	conditions,	and	driving	rules.	Understanding	these	signs	is	key	to	passing	your	DMV	signs	test	and	becoming	a	confident
driver	in	the	United	States.	Recognizing	the	difference	between	regulatory	signs	(like	stop	and	yield	signs)	and	guide	signs	(like	highway	exits)	will	help	you	drive	safely	and	avoid	common	road	violations.​Key	Types	of	Road	SignsRoad	signs	are	categorized	to	serve	different	purposes.	Understanding	these	categories	will	help	you	respond	appropriately
while	driving.1.	Regulatory	SignsThese	include	rules	and	instructions	that	drivers	must	follow,	such	as	speed	limits,	stop	signs,	and	no-entry	signs.	Ignoring	regulatory	signs	can	result	in	violations	and	fines.2.	Warning	SignsThese	triangular	or	diamond-shaped	signs	alert	drivers	to	hazards	ahead,	such	as	sharp	curves,	slippery	roads,	or	animal
crossings.	Warning	signs	give	you	time	to	slow	down	and	prepare	for	potential	dangers.3.	Guide	SignsGuide	signs	help	drivers	find	directions,	exit	highways,	or	locate	services	such	as	gas	stations	or	hospitals.	These	are	especially	helpful	in	unfamiliar	areas	and	during	long	trips.4.	Informational	SignsInformational	signs	provide	insights	about	nearby
recreational	or	cultural	sites,	making	them	ideal	for	tourists.	Think	of	them	as	your	road	trip	companion	directing	you	to	fun	and	educational	destinations!Navigating	United	States	road	signs	can	be	challenging,	especially	for	new	drivers	or	immigrants	unfamiliar	with	American	driving	laws.	Most	DMV	driving	tests	require	knowledge	of	not	only
common	road	signs	but	also	lesser-known	warning	and	information	signs.	Mastering	these	signs	ensures	you	can	respond	appropriately	to	different	road	conditions	and	traffic	regulations.What	Do	Road	Sign	Colors	Mean?The	color	of	a	road	sign	is	critical	in	conveying	its	purpose	at	a	glance.	Here's	what	each	color	represents:Red:	Indicates
mandatory	actions	(e.g.,	stop,	yield)	or	prohibitions,	requiring	immediate	attention.Yellow:	Warns	drivers	of	potential	hazards	or	changes	in	road	conditions,	such	as	"Slippery	When	Wet"	signs.White:	Often	used	for	traffic	regulations	or	descriptive	information,	including	speed	limits	and	parking	rules.Orange:	Marks	temporary	conditions	due	to
roadwork	or	construction	zones.Green:	Provides	directional	or	guidance	information,	including	entrances,	exits,	and	distance	to	destinations.Blue:	Highlights	services	like	gas	stations,	rest	areas,	or	hospitals	and	also	indicates	evacuation	routes.Brown:	Points	to	fun	places	to	visit!	Think	recreational	or	cultural	interest	areas,	like	parks	or	heritage
sites.​Here’s	a	chart	to	easily	remember!​​​​Tips	for	New	Drivers	to	Master	Road	Sign	InterpretationDriving	can	be	overwhelming	for	beginners,	but	knowing	how	to	read	signs	confidently	can	improve	your	safety	and	overall	experience:		Study	and	familiarize	yourself	with	frequently	used	regulatory	and	warning	signs,	such	as	"Stop,"	"Yield,"	or	speed
limits.		Associate	each	color	with	its	meaning	to	make	quick	decisions	on	the	road.		Triangle	for	warnings,	circles	for	prohibitions,	and	rectangles	for	information—knowing	sign	shapes	can	help	you	recognize	them	from	a	distance.		Take	practice	driving	tests	or	use	apps	to	improve	your	road	sign	recognition.		Traffic	laws	and	signs	occasionally
change.	Keeping	up	with	local	regulations	ensures	you're	driving	correctly	and	responsibly.​Common	Road	Sign	Mistakes	and	How	to	Avoid	ThemMisunderstanding	Yield	Signs:	Many	drivers	confuse	yield	signs	with	stop	signs.	Unlike	stop	signs,	you	only	need	to	slow	down	and	give	the	right	of	way	when	it’s	safe	to	proceed	at	a	yield	sign.Ignoring	No
Turn	on	Red	Signs:	Drivers	often	overlook	no	turn	on	red	signs,	which	can	result	in	traffic	violations.	Always	check	for	posted	signs	before	turning	on	red.Not	Recognizing	Construction	Signs:	Temporary	orange	construction	signs	require	drivers	to	reduce	speed	and	be	cautious.	Failing	to	follow	these	signs	can	lead	to	fines	or	accidents.Confusing
Speed	Limit	and	Minimum	Speed	Signs:	Speed	limit	signs	indicate	the	maximum	speed	allowed,	while	minimum	speed	signs	require	drivers	to	maintain	a	certain	speed	unless	road	conditions	make	it	unsafe.Misreading	Guide	Signs:	Green	guide	signs	provide	directional	information.	Misreading	them	can	lead	to	missed	exits	or	wrong	turns.​Why
Accurate	and	Visible	Road	Signs	MatterOutdated,	faded,	or	improperly	maintained	road	signs	can	pose	significant	risks	to	drivers.	Regularly	updating	signs	ensures	their	accuracy	and	visibility,	especially	in	high-traffic	areas	or	regions	prone	to	severe	weather	conditions.	For	example,	a	missing	"Stop"	sign	at	an	intersection	can	lead	to	accidents.
Municipalities	and	road	authorities	continuously	work	to	maintain	and	inspect	signs	to	keep	roads	safe.Legal	Implications	of	Ignoring	Road	SignsFailing	to	obey	road	signs	can	lead	to	hefty	legal	penalties,	ranging	from	fines	to	license	suspension.	More	importantly,	ignoring	signs	jeopardizes	not	only	your	safety	but	also	the	safety	of	other	road	users.
Understanding	and	following	these	signs	is	a	shared	responsibility	for	everyone	on	the	road.How	Road	Signs	Evolved	Over	TimeThe	evolution	of	road	signs	is	a	story	of	adaptation	and	innovation.	From	ancient	Roman	milestones	to	modern	digital	signboards,	road	signs	have	come	a	long	way.	Innovations	like	reflective	aluminum	for	nighttime	visibility
or	electronic	displays	that	change	in	real-time	highlight	how	far	we've	come	to	prioritize	road	safety.Today,	emerging	technologies,	like	smart	traffic	systems,	continue	to	improve	signage	by	adapting	to	dynamic	traffic	conditions	or	providing	real-time	updates	on	accidents	and	road	closures.​International	Standardization	of	Road	SignsThanks	to
conventions	like	the	Vienna	Convention	on	Road	Signs	and	Signals,	many	countries	have	worked	toward	standardizing	traffic	signs	to	ensure	clarity	across	language	barriers.	This	international	effort	means	that	even	when	driving	abroad,	you'll	find	many	similarities	in	signage,	making	it	easier	to	adapt	to	new	driving	environments.For	instance,
pictorial	signs	are	widely	used	to	replace	text-based	instructions.	Symbols	like	pedestrians	for	crosswalks,	flashing	lights	for	rail	crossings,	or	chevrons	for	sharp	curves	are	globally	recognized,	enhancing	road	safety	and	understanding.​Okay	so	now	that	we’ve	got	that	out	of	the	way,	let’s	see	if	you	can	remember	the	following	signs.	Ready?	First	look
at	the	images	and	then	scroll	down	to	see	if	you	got	the	name	or	concept	right.	Let’s	start	easy.​​​​​​Now	let’s	increase	the	level	of	difficulty!​​​​​How	many	did	you	get	right?	If	you	didn’t	remember	some	of	them	don’t	worry,	that’s	why	this	post	was	created,	to	remind	you	what	they	mean	and	the	next	time	you’re	out	on	the	road	you	can	be	sure	you	know
what	they	mean.	You’ve	got	this!If	you	want	to	know	more	about	the	subject,	we	recommend	reading	the	driver's	manual	of	your	state.	Click	on	the	name	of	your	State	to	visit	the	manuals:Texas	(P.31-37)Illinois	(P.	64-75)Arizona	(P.	32-40)	​Protect	Yourself	with	OCHO	InsuranceWhether	you’re	a	new	driver	or	a	seasoned	one,	staying	informed	is	key.
Master	the	art	of	road	signs	and	hit	the	road	with	confidence—and	don't	forget	to	stay	protected	with	reliable	auto	insurance.	Protect	yourself	and	your	vehicle	with	OCHO's	affordable	auto	insurance	plans.	From	learning	how	to	parallel	park	to	how	to	change	a	tire,	we've	got	you	covered.	With	options	like	$0	down	payment	for	qualifying	drivers,
we're	here	to	make	insurance	simple	and	stress-free.	You	can	find	us	in	these	states:	AZ,	GA,	IL,	MO,	NM,	TX,	WA,	WI.​	Type:	regulatory	sign	Color:	black	and	white	Shape:	rectangle	Location:	At	the	side	of	the	road.	Do	Not	Pass	signs	are	posted	before	stretches	of	road	where	it’s	illegal	to	pass.	What	does	a	Do	Not	Pass	sign	mean?	A	Do	Not	Pass	sign
tells	drivers	where	passing	is	not	permitted.	The	sign	indicates	that	drivers	must	not	overtake	other	vehicles	in	the	area,	regardless	of	how	safe	they	may	feel	it	is	to	do	so.	Do	Not	Pass	signs	are	installed	on	unsafe	stretches	of	road	to	protect	drivers	from	hazards	such	as	hidden	driveways,	intersections,	hills	and	curves,	and	make	passing	in	those
areas	illegal.	Do	Not	Pass	signs	work	in	conjunction	with	No-Passing	Zone	signs,	which	mark	the	beginning	of	an	area	where	drivers	cannot	pass.	A	Do	Not	Pass	sign,	along	with	pavement	markings,	indicates	that	drivers	must	stay	on	the	right	side	of	the	road	and	not	pass	other	vehicles.	What	type	of	sign	is	a	Do	Not	Pass	sign?	A	Do	Not	Pass	sign	is	a
regulatory	sign	(it	tells	drivers	not	to	do	something).	What	color(s)	is	the	Do	Not	Pass	sign?	The	Do	Not	Pass	sign	is	black	and	white	(white	background	with	a	black	border	and	lettering).	What	shape	are	Do	Not	Pass	road	signs?	Do	Not	Pass	signs	are	in	the	shape	of	a	rectangle	with	longer	vertical	sides,	and	have	the	words	DO	NOT	PASS	printed	in
the	center.	Where	are	Do	Not	Pass	signs	commonly	placed?	DO	NOT	PASS	signs	are	installed	before	stretches	of	road	where	passing	is	not	permitted.	When	you	see	a	Do	Not	Pass	Sign	while	driving:	•	stay	on	the	right	side	of	the	road	•	do	NOT	pass	other	vehicles,	regardless	of	how	safe	you	may	feel	it	is	to	do	so.	Passing	in	this	area	is	illegal	Test
Your	Knowledge	of	Road	Signs	Take	a	Free	Road	Signs	Practice	Test	Related	Road	Signs	Studying	for	Your	DMV	Test?Get	a	Pass	Guarantee	Test	Your	Knowledge	of	Traffic	Signs	Take	a	Road	Signs	Test	Now	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build
upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses
you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the
license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.
Roadway	signs	in	the	United	States	come	in	different	colors:	red	is	only	used	on	stop,	yield	and	prohibition	signs.	Regulatory	signs	always	have	white	background,	and	yellow	is	used	to	convey	a	general	warning	message.	Green	signs	refer	to	permitted	traffic	direction	or	movement,	and	fluorescent	yellow	or	green	is	reserved	for	pedestrian	crossings
and	school	zones.	Coral	can	be	found	on	incident	management	signs,	brown	guides	you	to	public	recreation	or	cultural	interest	sites,	orange	road	signs	are	used	for	warning	and	guidance	in	roadway	work	zones,	and	blue	signs	guide	you	to	road	user	services,	tourist	info	or	evacuation	routes.	Standards	for	the	design	and	application	of	the	signs	shown
here	are	outlined	in	the	Manual	on	Uniform	Traffic	Control	Devices	(MUTCD).Stop	signs	are	designed	to	let	drivers	know	that	they	must	come	to	a	complete	stop.	Discover	the	stop	sign	definition,	shape,	dimensions,	and	more.The	yield	sign	is	a	regulatory	sign.	At	a	yield	sign,	drivers	must	slow	down	and	yield	the	right-of-way	to	pedestrians	and
vehicles	that	are	...Railroad	crossing	signs	alert	drivers	of	train	tracks	ahead.	Learn	more	about	the	shape,	location,	and	more.Speed	limit	signs	set	a	maximum	speed	that	vehicles	must	travel.	Learn	more	about	the	definition,	shape,	location,	and	more.No	left	turn	signs	indicate	a	road	that	should	not	be	turned	into.	Learn	more	about	the	definition,
shape,	location,	and	more.Do	not	enter	signs	inform	drivers	of	roads	that	shouldn’t	be	entered,	usually	due	to	oncoming	traffic.	Learn	more	about	the	definition,	location,	and	more.A	one	way	sign	indicates	a	road	with	traffic	traveling	in	a	single	direction.	Learn	more	about	the	definition,	location,	and	more.Men	at	work	signs	indicate	that	there	is	road
work	ahead	and	drivers	may	need	to	yield	to	pedestrian	workers.	Learn	more	about	the	definition,	location,	and	more.Keep	right	signs	indicate	there	is	an	obstacle	ahead	and	the	driver	should	keep	right.	Learn	more	about	the	definition,	location,	and	more.


