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Common	name:	Common	Ringtail	Possum	Scientific	name:	Pseudocheirus	peregrinus	There	are	a	number	of	subspecies	but	this	description	concentrates	on	those	found	around	Brisbane.	SIZE	This	Australian	marsupial	has	a	full	grown	adult	body	size	of	around	300	to	350mm	long	for	both	the	male	and	female	of	the	species.	The	tail	of	the	Ringtail
Possum	is	another	300	to	350	mm	long.	WEIGHT	Adult	weight	when	fully	grown	is	around	700	grams	to	1100	grams	which	is	a	lot	smaller	than	the	Brushtail	Possum,	which	can	weigh	over	4	kilos.	FEATURES	AND	COAT	The	Ringtail	is	a	marsupial	with	eyes	that	are	suited	for	night	time	vision	as	it	is	a	nocturnal	creature.	It	has	three	pairs	of	upper
incisors	front	teeth	and	one	pair	of	lower	incisors.	Its	head	is	rounded	with	small	set	eyes	that	tend	to	have	a	bulging	appearance.	Its	ears	are	short	rounded	and	have	pale	fur	behind	them.	The	Ringtails	markings	of	its	fur	coat	can	vary	from	an	overall	dark	grey	to	jet	black.	In	Brisbane,	the	overall	pelt	of	the	Ringtail	typically	appears	to	have	fur
tinged	with	a	red	to	orange	colouration	but	colours	can	extend	to	even	a	white	to	red-orange	under	markings	and	red	to	orange	leg	markings.	The	tail	has	a	white	tip	and	its	underside	is	bald.	The	tail	is	used	by	the	possum	to	balance	and	jump	between	trees.	When	the	tail	is	not	being	utilized	like	a	5th	leg	the	Ringtail	usually	carries	it	in	a	coiled
position,	with	the	coil	in	a	vertical	roll	and	raised	up	off	the	ground.	It	is	frequently	confused	in	urban	environments	with	the	common	Brushtail	possum.	Humans	readily	think	they	are	the	same	although	they	are	not.	The	Brushtail	is	usually	the	‘nuisance’	possum	which	interferes	with	manmade	structures	and	gardens.	The	Ringtail	is	smaller	than	the
Brushtail	and	prefers	to	live	in	dense	bush	foliage.	It	is	unusal	to	find	Ringtail	Possums	inside	a	roof	of	a	house.	Around	Brisbane	it	certainly	does	happen	and	they	will	frequently	sleep	in	a	small	nest	of	branches	that	they	build	under	an	overhang	of	the	roof,	but	that	means	they	are	ON	the	roof	and	not	inside.	They	prefer	to	build	a	nest	(called	a	drey)
in	a	tree	and	their	nests	are	often	mistaken	for	rather	large	and	untidy	bird’s	nests.	The	Ringtail	has	a	different	paw	shape	from	the	Brushtail.	The	Ringtail	has	2	fingers	opposing	the	opposite	3	fingers.	Like	all	marsupials,	the	female	ringtail	has	a	pouch	located	on	her	abdominal	region	for	the	gestation	of	the	young.	The	male	of	the	species	has	scent
glands	located	under	his	chin,	down	his	chest	and	near	the	anal	area	specifically	designed	to	allow	him	to	mark	his	territory	with	his	strong	individual	scent.	The	chest	scent	glands	are	most	prevalent	during	the	mating	season	from	May	to	July	and	September	to	November	when	it	darkens	to	a	reddish	brown	“stained”	area	along	the	lighter	chest	fur.
Ringtail	Possum	2.	ECOLOGY	The	Ringtail	lives	along	the	east	coast	of	Australia	from	the	north	of	Queensland	down	through	New	South	Wales,	into	Victoria	and	even	has	a	sub-species	located	in	Tasmania.	It	prefers	to	shelter	in	the	hollow	of	trees	or	builds	its	own	nest	–	known	as	a	‘drey’	–	out	of	a	combination	of	twigs,	sticks,	bark	and	other	grasses
and	bark	strips	located	in	the	nesting	area.	The	drey	is	usually	around	30	centimetres	in	diameter	and	is	used	as	living	quarters	for	the	Ringtail	possums.	The	round	entrance	of	the	drey	is	around	10	centimetres	in	diameter.	Ringtail	are	extremely	adaptable	and	are	often	found	in	the	built	environment	of	cities	and	towns,	hence	their	familiarity	with
human	beings.	In	fact	they	are	quite	common	in	the	Brisbane	CBD.	Being	nocturnal	(night	time	active)	creatures	they	are	generally	not	seen	by	humans.	During	the	daytime	they	nest	in	hollow	trees	and	branches	or	shelter	in	thick	trees	or	bush	foliage	away	from	predators.	However	it	is	not	at	all	unusual	for	them	to	be	seen	moving	about	during	the
day,	often	pursued	by	some	noisy	minor	birds	and	even	crows.	In	Peter	Possum’s	experience,	the	birds	swooping	on	a	ringtail	do	not	do	any	harm	to	it	unless	it	has	been	injured	in	say	a	car	collision.	In	fact	the	possums	are	capable	of	catching	and	killing	the	bird.	Their	diet	is	mostly	vegetarian	consisting	of	flowers,	buds,	succulent	leaves	and
sometimes	seasonal	fruits.	By	eating	its	own	faecal	pellets,	the	Ringtail	digests	its	food	twice	to	extract	the	maximum	amount	of	nutrients.	This	is	a	behaviour	common	to	many	native	animals	that	eat	leaves	which	have	a	low	nutritional	value	and	so	are	hard	to	digest	(which	includes	the	leaves	of	many	Australian	natives	and	is	the	same	problem
confronted	by	the	koala’s	digestive	system).	The	ringtail	will	take	opportunities	to	vary	its	diet.	Observers	have	noted	that	birds	that	nest	near	a	drey	will	frequently	have	the	eggs	raided	within	1	week	of	the	eggs	being	laid	(most	likely	due	to	the	Ringtail	possum.)	3.	BEHAVIOUR	The	Ringtail	normally	becomes	nocturnally	active	around	twilight	after
sunset.	They	remain	active	until	midnight	when	they	return	to	their	drey	or	nesting	location.	Their	return	to	the	nest	usually	occurs	around	the	time	the	air	temperature	drops	to	its	lowest	point	for	the	night.	They	use	several	common	mediums	for	communication.	Sound,	smell,	visual	and	physical	contact	are	common	traits.	Aggressive	encounters	are
also	common	to	establish	hierarchy	and	territory	between	possums	and	different	groups	of	possums.	The	Ringtail	is	less	vocal	than	a	Brushtail	(which	has	around	18	different	vocal	noises)	and	does	not	have	the	explosive	aggressive	vocal	noises	of	the	Brushtail	and	therefore	has	less	impact	upon	humans.	The	Ringtail	usually	uses	a	high	pitched	call
described	as	a	chirrup	noise.	They	rely	on	scent	glands	to	communicate	several	different	messages	to	other	possums.	The	scent	of	an	individual	does	indicate	social	standing,	bonds	between	families,	gender,	breeding	capabilities,	reproduction	cycles	and	territory	between	groups.	The	Ringtail	can	produce	scents	from	areas	located	near	its	mouth,
chest,	ears,	pouch	and	fingers	as	well	as	the	anus	and	reproductive	organs.	These	scents	are	spread	to	trees	and	branches	by	rubbing	these	body	parts	on	the	foliage	or	secreting	urine	and	the	like	during	their	travels.	4.	BREEDING	The	Ringtail	possum	usual	breeding	season	is	between	May	to	July	and	September	to	November.	The	female	has	an
oestrus	cycle	of	28	days	and	a	female	enters	the	breeding	age	at	around	14	months.	The	gestation	period	of	the	Ringtail	is	estimated	at	around	18	days.	The	number	of	offspring	can	vary	from	1	to	3	and	two	is	quite	common.	It	has	been	observed	that	unlike	the	Brushtail,	the	Ringtail	mother	is	readily	able	to	rear	two	young	successfully	to	maturity.
The	young	usually	weens	from	the	mother	around	the	age	of	7	months.	Unfortunately	the	mortality	of	the	young	is	extremely	high	at	around	45%	to	95%	by	the	age	of	12	months.	They	can	produce	two	litters	in	a	year.	This	is	rare	but	usually	occurs	when	a	female	has	lost	her	first	litter.	It	can	also	occur	when	the	female	had	a	litter	very	early	in	the
season	and	the	young	have	developed	enough	to	be	mostly	independent	from	the	mother.	The	mother	will	usually	be	at	a	heavier	healthy	body	weight	to	be	able	to	produce	the	second	litter,	so	plentiful	food	supplies	are	essential.	The	male	Ringtail	is	not	reproductively	active	all	year	round.	The	males	tend	to	have	their	testes	regress	in	the	non-
breeding	months.	It	is	believed	to	be	the	only	species	of	possum	in	which	the	male	helps	to	care	for	the	young.	As	with	the	Brushtail,	in	the	pouch	the	very	young	baby	is	hairless	and	is	called	a	‘pinkie’.	The	name	‘pinkie’	lasts	until	the	baby	develops	fur	and	seals	its	mouth	round	the	mother’s	teat.	The	‘pinkie’	stays	in	the	pouch	until	its	fur	develops
into	a	full	coat.	The	eyes	open	up	at	around	100	days.	The	young	then	moves	onto	the	mother’s	back	at	the	age	of	around	4	months	and	will	weigh	between	65	to	90	grams.	Brisbane	wildlife	controller,	Peter	the	Possum	&	Bird	Man,	has	successfully	caught	and	removed	Ringtail	possums	from	Brisbane	homes.	However	it	is	a	rare	event	compared	to
times	when	Brushtails	are	found	inside	a	roof.	Mum	and	Baby	Ringtail	Possum	5.	HOME	OWNER	PROBLEMS	Due	to	the	Ringtail	assimilation	into	the	built	environment	of	the	human	population	it	has	been	labelled	as	a	pest	in	some	areas.	It	is	known	to	cause	minor	damage	to	trees	and	impact	the	growth	of	gardens,	flowers	and	fruit	trees.	The
occurrence	of	possums	in	Brisbane	is	thought	to	be	on	the	increase	probably	because	they	find	it	easy	to	locate	food	in	built	up	areas	from	domestic	gardens	with	many	of	their	favourite	native	trees	as	well	as	fruit	trees.	This	ensures	they	can	thrive	in	residential	areas	due	to	the	abundance	of	readily	accessible	food	sources.	While	the	Brushtail	will
eat	a	range	of	foods,	the	Ringtail	tends	to	show	a	strong	preference	for	native	flowers	and	leaves,	but	they	are	partial	to	some	of	the	exotic	plants	that	homeowners	like	to	have	in	their	gardens	including	flowering	plants,	herbs	and	vegetables.	When	they	decide	to	live	in	the	roof	of	a	house,	Possum	removal	becomes	the	highest	priority	for	the
concerned	home	owner.	Brushtails	have	some	diseases	including	bovine	tuberculosis	but	the	diseases	carried	by	a	Ringtail	have	not	been	fully	studied.	This	is	another	high	concern	for	home	owners	in	Brisbane.	Signs	that	a	possum	is	using	your	house,	as	his	house,	are	a	concentration	of	droppings	around	the	eaves	Loud	noises	such	as	scratching,
rustling	and	scampering	noises	on	the	roof	are	a	sign	that	a	Ringtail	possum	may	have	made	a	nest	on-top	of	your	roof	or	under	an	overhang.	The	best	way	to	remove	them	is	to	engage	Pest	the	Possum	and	Bird	Man	to	investigate	and	recommend	the	best	course	of	action,	to	either	trap	the	possum	if	it	is	inside,	fit	mesh	proofing	to	exclude	the	ringtail
from	the	area	on	the	roof	that	it	is	using	for	shelter	and	also	maybe	to	provide	a	nest	box.	6.	SUMMARY	–	HOW	CAN	PETER	THE	POSSUM	MAN	HELP	YOU?	Apart	from	sleepless	nights	due	to	the	noise	that	your	new	resident	may	make,	there	is	the	risk	of	mess,	damage	to	wood	and	wiring	and	they	may	carry	disease.	So	requesting	an	experienced
professional	like	Peter	the	Possum	and	Bird	Man	to	remove	the	possum	is	advisable.	By	acting	quickly	and	contacting	us	for	advice	on	catching	possums	when	you	discover	you	have	an	unwanted	possum	in	your	house,	you	can	prevent	expensive	damage	to	your	asset.	Call	Peter	the	Possum	&	Bird	Man	and	ask	for	the	friendly	serviceman	who	is	the
Brisbane	possum	removalist.	Our	experienced	possum	catchers	will	get	rid	of	to	your	unwanted	pesky	possum	promptly	and	efficiently.	We	have	over	25	years	of	experience	and	we	know	all	of	the	animal	friendly	techniques	for	trapping	possums.	We	not	only	remove	the	possum	but	will	also	repair	and	modify	your	house’s	susceptible	entry	points	for
possum	proofing	as	well.	So	not	only	do	you	say	‘good	bye’	and	get	rid	of	the	possum	as	an	unwanted	guest	but	your	house	is	also	repaired	and	made	possum	proof	for	the	future.	So	if	you	have	a	possum	in	your	property	call	Peter	the	Possum	Man	and	ask	for	assistance	from	your	local	experienced	Brisbane	possum	removalist.	Warnings	Do	not	pick
up	an	opossum	as	it	may	bite.	Seek	assistance	from	an	animal-control	specialist.	Determining	the	age	of	an	opossum	is	a	difficult	task	and	can	only	be	generalized	by	its	physical	characteristics	and	behavior.	Once	the	opossum	has	reached	adulthood,	it	is	nearly	impossible	to	determine	its	age	without	taking	it	to	a	veterinarian.	Nonetheless,	the
younger	the	opossum,	the	more	accurate	the	age	estimation	can	be.	Often,	it	is	necessary	to	tell	the	age	of	an	abandoned	opossum	to	gauge	its	probability	of	survival.	Ask	where	the	opossum	was	found,	if	it	was	brought	to	you.	If	it	is	a	kit	still	attached	to	the	mother's	teat,	it	is	under	2	months	old.	They	are	born	pink	and	slowly	develop	hair.	The
amount	of	fur	covering	its	flesh	can	help	estimate	a	kit's	age	inside	the	two-month	window	if	it	is	still	attached	to	the	teat.	Opossums	that	young	are	not	likely	to	survive	without	their	mother.	Check	to	see	if	the	opossum's	eyes	have	opened.	A	kit	will	generally	open	its	eyes	when	it	is	55	to	70	days	old.	A	opossum	with	open	eyes	is	likely	to	be	at	least
70	days	old.	Note	if	the	opossum	is	still	drinking	its	mother's	milk,	if	you	are	observing	it	in	the	wild.	An	opossum	will	generally	be	weaned	at	3	months	and	leave	its	mother	at	4	1/2	to	5	months	of	age.	An	opossum	eating	solid	food	with	its	mother	is	likely	to	be	3	to	5	months	old,	while	a	opossum	on	its	own	is	probably	older	than	5	months.	Observe	the
opossum	for	signs	of	breeding	behavior	or	mating	practices,	if	it	is	in	the	wild.	An	opossum	reaches	sexual	maturity	between	13	and	15	months.	An	opossum	that	is	mating,	pregnant	or	caring	for	kits	is	at	least	1	year	old.	Consult	a	veterinarian	or	opossum	specialist	to	better	determine	an	opossum's	age.	It	is	extremely	difficult	to	determine	an	adult
opossum's	age	without	the	help	of	an	expert.	Determining	the	age	of	an	opossum	isn’t	as	straightforward	as	counting	rings	on	a	tree,	but	by	carefully	observing	a	combination	of	physical	characteristics	and	behavioral	cues,	you	can	make	a	pretty	accurate	estimate.	Key	indicators	include	eye	development,	body	size,	dental	characteristics,	and
reproductive	status.	For	very	young	opossums,	focusing	on	eye	opening	and	overall	length	is	crucial.	For	older	ones,	examining	teeth	and	assessing	their	independence	from	their	mother	provides	valuable	clues.	Remember,	it’s	always	best	to	observe	from	a	distance	and	avoid	direct	contact,	especially	with	wild	animals.Age	Indicators	in	Detail1.	Eye
Development:	The	Window	to	Early	AgeThe	most	reliable	indicator	for	very	young	opossums	is	their	eye	development.	A	newborn	opossum,	or	joey,	is	incredibly	tiny	and	helpless.	Their	eyes	are	closed	at	birth.	An	opossum’s	eyes	typically	open	when	they	are	between	55	and	70	days	old.	Therefore,	if	an	opossum’s	eyes	are	open,	you	can	safely	assume
it	is	at	least	70	days	old.2.	Body	Size:	A	Growing	IndicatorBody	size	is	another	crucial	factor,	especially	when	combined	with	eye	development.	A	4-month-old	opossum	is	generally	around	7-9	inches	long	from	nose	to	rump,	excluding	the	tail.	However,	growth	rates	can	vary,	so	size	should	be	considered	in	conjunction	with	other	indicators.	Opossums
typically	become	independent	from	their	mothers	at	around	4.5-5	months	old.	Before	this	age,	they	are	still	highly	dependent	on	their	mother	for	survival.3.	Dental	Clues:	Peeking	into	Their	MouthsWhile	more	challenging	to	observe	without	causing	stress	to	the	animal,	a	possum’s	teeth	can	offer	some	indication	of	age.	Younger	opossums	have	fewer
teeth,	and	the	wear	on	the	teeth	increases	with	age.	However,	this	method	requires	expertise	and	should	ideally	be	performed	by	a	wildlife	professional.4.	Independence	and	Weaning:	Signs	of	MaturityThe	point	at	which	an	opossum	becomes	independent	and	is	weaned	(no	longer	drinking	milk)	is	also	indicative	of	age.	Opossums	are	usually	weaned
at	around	3	months	old.	They	leave	their	mother’s	pouch	at	around	7	months,	but	the	young	are	on	their	own	from	4	1/2–5	months.	If	you	observe	a	young	opossum	foraging	for	its	own	food	and	not	constantly	clinging	to	its	mother,	it’s	likely	at	least	4	months	old.5.	Reproductive	Status:	Indicating	AdulthoodDetermining	the	reproductive	status	of	an
opossum	can	help	categorize	it	as	either	juvenile	or	adult.	Female	opossums	can	breed	before	they	are	a	year	old.	Observing	whether	a	female	has	a	pouch	with	young,	or	if	a	male	has	prominent	testicles,	can	provide	insight	into	their	maturity	level.6.	Observing	Behavior:	Important	informationObserve	behavior	from	afar	to	not	disturb	it.	Do	they	seek
out	their	mother?	How	do	they	interact	with	other	opossums?Important	ConsiderationsAccuracy:	Estimating	age	in	wild	animals	is	never	an	exact	science.	These	indicators	provide	a	guideline,	but	individual	variations	occur.Observation	is	Key:	Avoid	handling	opossums	unless	absolutely	necessary	for	rescue	purposes.	Observe	from	a	distance	to
minimize	stress.Consult	Professionals:	If	you	find	an	injured	or	orphaned	opossum,	contact	a	licensed	wildlife	rehabilitator.	They	have	the	expertise	to	accurately	assess	the	animal’s	age	and	provide	proper	care.These	fascinating	creatures	play	a	vital	role	in	our	ecosystem.	Understanding	their	life	cycle	and	how	to	estimate	their	age	can	enhance	our
appreciation	for	these	often-misunderstood	animals.	For	more	information,	visit	enviroliteracy.org,	you	can	learn	more	about	environmental	education	and	conservation	efforts,	contributing	to	a	better	understanding	of	our	natural	world.Frequently	Asked	Questions	(FAQs)1.	What	is	a	baby	opossum	called?Baby	opossums	are	called	joeys,	just	like	baby
kangaroos.	The	term	originates	from	an	aboriginal	word	meaning	small	animal.2.	How	many	babies	do	opossums	usually	have?Female	opossums	can	give	birth	to	a	large	litter,	typically	ranging	from	18	to	25	babies.	However,	only	a	fraction	of	them	usually	survive,	often	around	a	third.3.	How	can	you	tell	if	a	possum	is	male	or	female?If	you	have	to
check,	a	male	opossum’s	testicles	are	usually	very	prominent.	If	not,	check	for	a	female’s	pouch.4.	What	is	the	lifespan	of	an	opossum?Opossums	have	a	relatively	short	lifespan.	In	the	wild,	they	typically	live	for	only	two	to	four	years.	In	captivity,	they	may	live	slightly	longer.5.	Do	opossums	mate	for	life?No,	opossums	do	not	mate	for	life.	They	can
mate	multiple	times	throughout	the	year.6.	What	do	3-month-old	possums	eat?A	3-month-old	opossum	should	be	eating	a	diet	that	includes	fruits,	vegetables,	and	small	insects,	mimicking	their	natural	diet	in	the	wild.7.	What	do	6-week-old	possums	eat?Young	opossums	at	6	weeks	old	should	be	fed	Goat’s	Milk	Esbilac,	diluted	with	water.	They	need
frequent	feedings,	decreasing	as	they	get	older.8.	How	big	can	a	baby	opossum	be	to	survive	without	its	mother?Opossums	that	are	at	least	8	inches	long	from	the	tip	of	their	nose	to	the	base	of	their	tail	and	weigh	more	than	7.25	ounces	(200	grams)	are	usually	old	enough	to	survive	on	their	own.9.	What	are	some	foods	that	are	poisonous	to
possums?Avoid	feeding	possums	almonds,	cheese,	onions,	dairy	products,	green	potatoes,	or	junk	food.10.	Do	opossums	hibernate?No,	opossums	do	not	hibernate.	They	remain	active	throughout	the	winter,	although	they	may	seek	shelter	during	extremely	cold	weather.11.	What	is	the	oldest	opossum	ever	recorded?The	oldest	opossum	ever	collected
in	the	wild	was	three	years	old.	In	captivity,	one	opossum	lived	to	be	6.6	years	old.12.	What	is	the	possum’s	favorite	food?Opossums	are	omnivores	and	have	a	varied	diet.	They	eat	dead	animals,	insects,	rodents,	birds,	eggs,	frogs,	plants,	fruits,	and	grain.	They	also	have	a	need	for	high	amounts	of	calcium	and	will	eat	bones.13.	Can	you	keep	a	possum
as	a	pet?While	some	individuals	have	kept	opossums	as	pets,	it	is	not	generally	recommended	and	may	be	illegal	without	proper	permits.	Opossums	have	specific	needs	that	are	difficult	to	meet	in	a	domestic	setting.14.	What	month	do	possums	mate?The	common	brushtail	possum	can	breed	at	any	time	of	the	year,	but	breeding	tends	to	peak	in
spring,	from	September	to	November,	and	in	autumn,	from	March	to	May,	in	some	areas.15.	Why	do	possums	only	live	2	years?Opossums	have	a	short	lifespan	due	to	various	factors,	including	being	prey	animals,	road	accidents,	and	human	cruelty.Understanding	the	life	cycle	and	characteristics	of	opossums	allows	us	to	better	appreciate	and	protect
these	unique	creatures	in	our	environment.	The	Environmental	Literacy	Council	provides	valuable	resources	for	understanding	ecological	concepts	like	these.	Visit	The	Environmental	Literacy	Council	to	learn	more.	Have	you	ever	come	across	an	opossum	and	found	yourself	wondering	just	how	old	it	is?	Well,	you're	in	luck!	Despite	their	seemingly
elusive	nature,	there	are	actually	a	few	key	indicators	that	can	help	you	determine	the	age	of	an	opossum.	By	examining	factors	such	as	size,	behavior,	and	physical	characteristics,	you	can	unlock	the	secret	to	unraveling	the	age-old	mystery	of	these	fascinating	creatures.	So,	if	you're	ready	to	embark	on	a	journey	into	the	world	of	opossums,	and	learn
the	secrets	behind	their	age,	then	continue	reading!	Characteristics	Values	Size	of	the	opossum	Small	or	large	Amount	of	fur	on	the	body	Fully	furred	or	balding	Size	and	development	of	the	ears	Large	and	alert	Size	and	development	of	the	eyes	Bright	and	clear	Mobility	and	ability	to	walk	Agile	and	coordinated	Teeth	development	and	condition
Healthy	and	intact	Behavior	and	level	of	curiosity	Active	and	inquisitive	Overall	appearance	and	condition	of	the	fur	Clean	and	well-groomed	Presence	of	wounds,	scars,	or	injuries	None	Development	of	reproductive	organs	(in	adults)	Fully	developed	What	physical	characteristics	can	I	look	for	to	determine	the	age	of	an	opossum?	When	trying	to
determine	the	age	of	an	opossum,	there	are	several	physical	characteristics	you	can	look	for.	Opossums,	also	known	as	possums,	are	marsupials	and	their	physical	features	can	change	as	they	grow	and	develop.	By	observing	these	characteristics,	you	can	make	an	educated	guess	about	the	age	of	an	opossum.	Here	are	some	key	things	to	look	for:Size:
One	of	the	most	obvious	indicators	of	an	opossum's	age	is	its	size.	Newborn	opossums	are	tiny,	weighing	around	0.2	grams	and	measuring	only	about	an	inch	in	length.	As	they	grow,	their	size	increases	significantly.	At	around	eight	weeks	of	age,	opossums	reach	their	juvenile	stage	and	can	weigh	up	to	200	grams.	Adult	opossums	can	weigh	anywhere
from	1.5	to	4	kilograms,	depending	on	the	species	and	individual.Fur	color	and	texture:	Opossums	undergo	changes	in	their	fur	color	and	texture	as	they	age.	Newborn	opossums	are	typically	hairless,	but	they	quickly	develop	a	thin	layer	of	fur.	The	fur	of	young	opossums	is	usually	soft	and	short.	As	they	mature,	the	fur	becomes	thicker,	longer,	and
coarser.	Adult	opossums	have	a	full	and	dense	fur	coat,	which	can	vary	in	color	from	grayish-brown	to	black.Teeth	development:	Opossums'	teeth	can	provide	valuable	insights	into	their	age.	Newborn	opossums	have	small,	undeveloped	teeth.	Their	incisors,	canines,	and	premolars	start	to	emerge	at	around	30	days	of	age.	By	eight	weeks,	they	have	a
complete	set	of	baby	teeth.	As	they	mature,	opossums	begin	to	lose	their	baby	teeth,	and	their	permanent	teeth	start	to	come	in.	The	presence	of	adult	teeth	indicates	that	the	opossum	is	at	least	a	few	months	old.Tail	length:	The	length	of	an	opossum's	tail	can	also	be	an	indicator	of	its	age.	Newborn	opossums	have	short	tails,	which	are	not	fully
developed.	As	they	grow,	their	tails	lengthen	and	become	more	prehensile.	By	the	time	they	reach	adulthood,	their	tails	can	be	as	long	as	their	body,	if	not	longer.Ear	development:	Another	characteristic	to	consider	is	the	development	of	the	opossum's	ears.	Newborn	opossums	have	small,	closed	ears,	which	gradually	open	as	they	grow.	By	the	time
they	reach	eight	weeks,	their	ears	are	fully	developed	and	functional.It's	important	to	note	that	these	physical	characteristics	are	general	indicators	and	can	vary	between	individual	opossums.	Additionally,	the	age	at	which	opossums	reach	certain	milestones	can	vary	depending	on	factors	such	as	the	species	and	environmental	conditions.	Therefore,
it's	often	best	to	consult	with	a	wildlife	expert	or	veterinarian	if	you	require	an	accurate	determination	of	an	opossum's	age.In	conclusion,	by	observing	the	size,	fur	color	and	texture,	teeth	development,	tail	length,	and	ear	development	of	an	opossum,	you	can	make	an	educated	guess	about	its	age.	While	these	physical	characteristics	provide	useful
clues,	it's	always	advisable	to	seek	professional	advice	when	determining	the	age	of	an	opossum	for	precise	and	accurate	information.Are	there	any	behavioral	indicators	that	can	help	determine	the	age	of	an	opossum?	Distinguishing	the	age	of	an	opossum	can	be	quite	challenging,	as	they	do	not	exhibit	significant	physical	changes	as	they	mature.
However,	there	are	certain	behavioral	indicators	that	can	provide	some	insight	into	the	age	of	an	opossum.Mobility:	Young	opossums,	known	as	joeys,	have	limited	mobility	and	are	highly	dependent	on	their	mother	for	transportation.	They	spend	most	of	their	time	clinging	to	their	mother's	back,	gradually	transitioning	to	independent	movement	as
they	grow	older.	If	an	opossum	is	observed	moving	around	on	its	own	without	any	signs	of	difficulty	or	hesitation,	it	is	likely	to	be	a	subadult	or	adult.Foraging	behavior:	Opossums	learn	to	forage	for	food	as	they	mature,	and	their	foraging	skills	improve	with	age.	Younger	opossums	may	exhibit	clumsiness	or	lack	of	coordination	when	searching	for
food,	whereas	older	individuals	display	more	efficient	foraging	techniques.	Observing	an	opossum's	ability	to	locate	and	handle	food	can	provide	clues	about	its	age.Social	behavior:	Opossums	are	solitary	animals,	but	they	can	exhibit	social	behavior	during	certain	stages	of	their	development.	Joeys	stay	close	to	their	mother	and	may	be	seen	riding	on
her	back	or	clinging	to	her.	As	they	mature,	they	become	more	independent	and	show	less	reliance	on	their	mother.	Additionally,	subadult	and	adult	opossums	may	interact	with	each	other	during	mating	season.	Therefore,	observing	an	opossum's	social	interactions	can	help	determine	its	approximate	age.It	is	important	to	note	that	these	behavioral
indicators	are	not	definitive	and	may	vary	among	individual	opossums.	The	age	estimation	process	is	best	conducted	by	experienced	wildlife	rehabilitators	or	biologists	who	are	familiar	with	the	specific	behaviors	of	opossums	at	different	life	stages.	They	can	combine	behavioral	observations	with	other	physical	characteristics	to	make	a	more	accurate
determination	of	an	opossum's	age.In	addition	to	behavioral	indicators,	physical	characteristics	such	as	tooth	eruption	and	size	can	also	be	used	to	estimate	the	age	of	an	opossum.	However,	these	methods	require	close	examination	and	may	not	be	appropriate	for	casual	observers.To	summarize,	while	determining	the	exact	age	of	an	opossum	can	be
challenging,	observing	its	mobility,	foraging	behavior,	and	social	interactions	can	provide	some	insight	into	its	approximate	age.	However,	it	is	important	to	consult	with	experts	who	have	experience	in	identifying	behavioral	and	physical	indicators	to	obtain	a	more	accurate	age	determination.Is	there	a	reliable	method	for	estimating	the	age	of	an
opossum	based	on	its	teeth?	Estimating	the	age	of	an	opossum	can	be	a	challenging	task,	but	one	method	that	is	often	used	is	by	examining	its	teeth.	While	it	may	not	provide	an	exact	age,	observing	the	development	and	wear	of	the	teeth	can	give	valuable	insight	into	the	general	age	range	of	the	animal.Opossums,	like	humans,	have	different	sets	of
teeth	throughout	their	lifetimes.	They	have	deciduous	(baby)	teeth	that	are	eventually	replaced	by	permanent	teeth.	By	examining	the	eruption	and	replacement	of	these	teeth,	one	can	make	an	estimation	of	the	animal's	age.To	begin,	it	is	important	to	have	a	clear	view	of	the	opossum's	mouth.	Gently	hold	the	opossum	or	immobilize	it	using	a	towel	or
bag	if	necessary,	ensuring	that	the	animal	is	not	injured	in	the	process.	Once	a	good	view	of	the	mouth	is	obtained,	the	teeth	can	be	examined.In	general,	a	young	opossum	will	have	all	of	its	deciduous	teeth	present.	These	teeth	are	smaller	and	whiter	than	permanent	teeth,	and	they	may	be	slightly	crooked	or	misaligned.	If	all	of	the	deciduous	teeth
are	present	and	in	good	condition,	it	is	likely	that	the	opossum	is	under	six	months	old.As	the	opossum	ages,	its	deciduous	teeth	will	start	to	be	replaced	by	permanent	teeth.	These	permanent	teeth	are	larger	and	more	developed,	with	a	yellowish	coloration.	The	replacement	of	the	deciduous	teeth	typically	begins	around	four	to	six	months	of	age	and
is	usually	complete	by	one	year	of	age.The	wear	and	tear	on	the	opossum's	teeth	can	also	provide	valuable	information	about	its	age.	Young	opossums	will	have	teeth	that	appear	sharp	and	unworn,	while	older	individuals	may	have	teeth	that	are	flattened	or	worn	down.	This	is	due	to	the	opossum's	diet	and	the	natural	aging	process.However,	it	is
important	to	note	that	estimating	an	opossum's	age	based	solely	on	its	teeth	is	not	always	a	precise	method.	There	can	be	individual	variations	in	tooth	development	and	wear,	as	well	as	factors	such	as	diet	and	overall	health	that	can	influence	tooth	appearance.	Therefore,	it	is	recommended	to	use	multiple	methods,	such	as	size	and	weight
measurements,	as	well	as	tooth	examination,	to	get	a	more	accurate	estimation	of	an	opossum's	age.In	conclusion,	while	estimating	the	age	of	an	opossum	based	on	its	teeth	is	not	an	exact	science,	it	can	provide	valuable	information	about	the	general	age	range	of	the	animal.	By	observing	the	eruption	and	replacement	of	teeth,	as	well	as	the	wear
and	tear	on	the	teeth,	one	can	make	an	estimation	of	the	opossum's	age.	However,	it	is	important	to	consider	other	factors	and	use	multiple	methods	to	obtain	a	more	accurate	estimation.	Opossums	are	fascinating	creatures	with	a	unique	set	of	traits.	One	question	that	often	arises	when	it	comes	to	opossums	is	whether	there	are	any	size	or	weight
ranges	that	typically	correspond	to	certain	ages.	In	order	to	answer	this	question,	it	is	important	to	understand	the	growth	and	development	patterns	of	opossums.Like	many	marsupials,	opossums	are	born	in	an	extremely	undeveloped	state.	At	birth,	they	are	just	a	few	centimeters	long	and	weigh	less	than	a	gram.	They	are	essentially	blind,	hairless,
and	completely	reliant	on	their	mother	for	survival.	Over	the	course	of	the	next	few	months,	they	will	undergo	rapid	growth	and	development.By	the	time	an	opossum	reaches	around	three	to	four	months	of	age,	it	will	have	reached	what	is	known	as	the	"juvenile"	stage.	At	this	point,	it	will	have	grown	considerably	in	size	and	weight.	Juvenile
opossums	typically	measure	around	six	to	seven	inches	in	length	and	weigh	between	300	and	500	grams.From	here,	opossums	will	continue	to	grow	and	develop,	reaching	sexual	maturity	at	around	one	year	of	age.	Adult	opossums	can	vary	greatly	in	size	and	weight,	with	females	generally	being	smaller	than	males.	On	average,	an	adult	female
opossum	weighs	between	two	to	four	pounds	and	measures	around	two	feet	in	length,	while	adult	males	can	weigh	anywhere	from	three	to	six	pounds	and	measure	up	to	three	feet	in	length.It	is	important	to	note,	however,	that	these	size	and	weight	ranges	are	just	that	-	ranges.	There	can	be	significant	variation	among	individual	opossums,	and
factors	such	as	diet	and	habitat	can	also	influence	their	size	and	weight.	Additionally,	opossums	from	different	regions	or	species	may	have	different	growth	patterns.In	order	to	determine	the	age	of	an	opossum	based	on	its	size	and	weight,	it	is	recommended	to	consult	a	wildlife	expert	or	veterinarian	who	can	assess	the	animal's	development	and
make	an	educated	guess.	They	may	use	various	indicators	such	as	dental	development,	fur	growth,	and	overall	physical	condition	to	determine	the	approximate	age	of	the	opossum.In	conclusion,	while	there	are	general	size	and	weight	ranges	that	correspond	to	certain	ages	in	opossums,	there	can	be	significant	variation	among	individuals.	Factors
such	as	diet,	habitat,	and	species	can	also	influence	their	growth	patterns.	If	you	are	trying	to	determine	the	age	of	an	opossum	based	on	its	size	and	weight,	it	is	best	to	consult	a	wildlife	expert	or	veterinarian	for	an	accurate	assessment.Is	it	possible	to	determine	the	age	of	an	opossum	through	veterinary	examination	or	other	specialized	techniques?
Yes,	it	is	possible	to	determine	the	age	of	an	opossum	through	specialized	techniques	used	by	veterinarians.	While	it	may	be	challenging	to	determine	the	exact	age	of	an	opossum,	there	are	several	indicators	that	can	help	give	an	estimate	of	their	age.One	of	the	most	common	methods	used	by	veterinarians	to	determine	the	age	of	an	opossum	is	by
examining	their	teeth.	Opossums,	like	many	other	animals,	have	different	sets	of	teeth	as	they	grow	older.	By	examining	the	size,	shape,	and	wear	of	the	teeth,	veterinarians	can	make	an	educated	guess	about	the	age	of	the	opossum.Another	indicator	of	the	age	of	an	opossum	is	its	size	and	weight.	Opossums	grow	quickly	in	the	first	few	months	of
their	life,	so	a	larger	and	heavier	opossum	is	likely	to	be	older.	However,	this	method	is	not	foolproof,	as	the	size	and	weight	of	an	opossum	can	also	be	influenced	by	factors	such	as	nutrition	and	overall	health.Veterinarians	can	also	analyze	the	development	of	an	opossum's	skeletal	system	to	determine	its	age.	Opossums,	like	humans,	have	growth
plates	in	their	bones	that	eventually	close	as	they	mature.	By	examining	X-rays	or	conducting	other	imaging	techniques,	veterinarians	can	assess	the	degree	of	closure	of	these	growth	plates,	giving	them	an	estimate	of	the	opossum's	age.Additionally,	veterinarians	may	be	able	to	determine	the	age	of	an	opossum	through	the	presence	of	certain
developmental	markers.	For	example,	the	presence	of	baby	teeth	or	the	stage	of	fur	growth	can	provide	clues	about	the	opossum's	age.It	is	important	to	note	that	these	methods	are	not	100%	accurate	and	only	provide	an	estimate	of	the	opossum's	age.	The	exact	age	can	vary	depending	on	factors	such	as	genetics,	overall	health,	and	environmental
conditions.	Additionally,	the	age	of	an	opossum	may	become	more	difficult	to	determine	as	they	reach	adulthood	and	their	growth	rate	slows	down.In	conclusion,	while	it	is	challenging	to	determine	the	exact	age	of	an	opossum,	veterinarians	can	use	specialized	techniques	and	indicators	to	provide	an	estimate	of	their	age.	These	methods	include
examining	the	teeth,	analyzing	size	and	weight,	assessing	skeletal	development,	and	looking	for	developmental	markers.	However,	it	is	important	to	remember	that	these	methods	are	not	foolproof	and	can	only	provide	an	approximation	of	the	opossum's	age.Frequently	asked	questions	Determining	the	exact	age	of	an	opossum	can	be	challenging
without	proper	examination	by	a	wildlife	expert.	However,	there	are	a	few	indicators	that	can	provide	a	rough	estimate	of	their	age.	The	size	and	weight	of	an	opossum	can	give	some	information	about	their	age.	Young	opossums	are	generally	smaller,	weighing	around	14-15	grams	at	birth,	and	grow	rapidly	in	their	first	few	weeks.	As	they	age,	their
weight	increases	significantly.	Additionally,	the	presence	of	teeth	can	also	indicate	age.	Young	opossums	have	milk	teeth	that	are	replaced	with	permanent	ones	as	they	mature.	Yes,	physical	features	can	give	some	clues	about	the	age	of	an	opossum.	Young	opossums	have	less	hair	and	their	skin	may	appear	thin	and	translucent.	As	they	age,	their	coat
becomes	thicker	and	more	pigmented.	They	also	develop	longer	whiskers	and	a	longer,	well-defined	tail.	However,	these	characteristics	can	vary	among	individuals,	so	it's	important	to	consider	multiple	factors	when	trying	to	determine	their	age.	Knowing	the	age	of	an	opossum	can	be	useful	in	several	situations.	For	example,	if	you	find	an	injured	or
orphaned	opossum,	determining	their	age	can	help	wildlife	rehabilitators	provide	appropriate	care	and	feeding.	It	can	also	inform	decisions	regarding	releasing	them	back	into	the	wild	or	fostering	their	development	until	they	are	old	enough	to	survive	on	their	own.	Additionally,	understanding	the	age	of	opossums	can	contribute	to	studies	on	their	life
cycle	and	population	dynamics.	Common	name	Common	ringtail	possum	Scientific	name	Pseudocheirus	peregrinus	Type	Marsupial	Diet	Leaves,	flowers,	and	fruit	Average	lifespan	Up	to	6	years	Size	Between	30-35cm	in	body	length,	700-1100grams	in	weight,	with	a	tail	length	between	30-35cm.	When	night	blankets	the	sky	in	darkness,	the	common
ringtail	possum	emerges	from	its	daytime	hideout	and	begins	its	nocturnal	adventures.	At	home	within	the	suburban	streets,	this	cheeky	marsupial	can	often	be	heard	running	along	rooftops	or	scampering	along	tree	branches	with	its	long,	white	tipped	tail	that	is	distinctly	curled	when	not	in	use,	setting	it	apart	from	other	possums.	Also	known	as	the
eastern	ringtail	possum,	the	eastern	ringtail	is	smaller	than	the	common	brushtail	possum	and	is	about	the	size	of	a	domestic	cat.	Grey	brown	in	colour	with	white	patches	behind	their	ears	and	under	their	bellies,	the	eastern	ringtail	has	long,	sensitive	whiskers	and	five	clawed	toes	on	each	foot	with	the	front	two	feet	containing	a	thumb-like	toe	that
helps	with	climbing.	The	long	tail	of	the	common	ringtail	is	prehensile	which	means	it	can	be	used	as	a	fifth	limb	and	is	strong	enough	to	grasp	objects	like	nesting	material.	The	eastern	ringtail	possum	can	be	found	along	the	entire	eastern	part	of	Australia,	from	Queensland,	down	through	New	South	Wales	into	Victoria	and	South	Australia.	They	are
also	found	in	southwestern	West	Australia	and	Tasmania.	Common/eastern	ringtail	possum	(Pseudocheirus	peregrinus).	Illustration	credit:	Kevin	Stead/Australian	Geographic	Spending	most	of	their	time	in	trees,	the	eastern	ringtail	possum	is	arboreal	and	lives	within	a	vast	range	of	habitats	including	eucalyptus	forests,	woodlands,	rainforests,	and
urban	areas	such	as	residential	backyards.	During	the	day,	the	eastern	ringtail	sleeps	within	a	‘drey’	or	spherical	nest	which	is	made	from	leaves,	branches,	and	twigs	and	this	hideout	may	be	shared	with	several	other	possums.	Within	suburbia,	eastern	ringtail	possums	have	also	made	themselves	at	home	within	roof	cavities	of	houses	and	sheds.
Mostly	eating	a	diet	of	eucalypts	leaves,	the	eastern	ringtail	possum	is	a	folivore,	meaning	a	type	of	herbivore	that	survives	mainly	on	leaves.	The	ringtail	will	also	dine	on	other	foods	including	the	flowers,	leaves	and	fruits	of	other	native	Australian	trees	and	will	eat	its	own	faecal	or	poo	pellets,	allowing	it	to	maximise	the	amount	of	nutrients	it	gets
from	its	food.	Image	credit:	shutterstockImage	credit:	shutterstockImage	credit:	shutterstockImage	credit:	shutterstock	The	eastern	ringtail	possum	breeds	between	April	and	November,	with	both	the	male	and	female	working	together	to	build	a	nest.	The	gestation	period	for	the	eastern	ringtail	is	between	20	and	26	days,	after	which	one	or	two
hairless,	jellybean	sized	young	are	born.	The	joey	will	crawl	to	the	mother’s	pouch	and	stay	there	feeding	on	her	teat	for	around	seven	weeks,	before	taking	its	place	on	the	mothers	back,	where	it	will	ride	until	around	six	months	of	age.	The	eastern	ringtail	possum	is	the	only	species	of	possum	where	the	male	helps	care	for	the	young,	with	the	babies
transferring	to	the	father’s	back	whilst	the	mother	feeds.				Threats	to	the	eastern	ringtail	possum	include	powerlines,	cars,	and	invasive	animals	such	as	foxes,	cats,	and	dogs.	Building	a	possum	box	within	local	suburban	backyards	can	provide	safe	shelter	for	the	eastern	ringtail	possum	and	as	territorial	animals,	if	one	ringtail	possum	adopts	the
nesting	box,	it	is	likely	to	deter	other	ringtails	from	the	nearby	house	roof	and	garden.									Have	you	ever	come	across	an	opossum	in	your	backyard	and	wondered	how	old	it	is?	These	peculiar	creatures	can	be	quite	intriguing	with	their	unique	appearance	and	behaviors.	Figuring	out	their	age	might	seem	like	a	challenging	task,	but	with	a	few	key
indicators,	you	can	become	an	expert	in	determining	the	age	of	an	opossum.	So,	if	you're	curious	to	unlock	the	mysteries	of	these	fascinating	creatures,	keep	reading	to	learn	how	to	know	how	old	an	opossum	is.	Characteristics	Values	Size	of	body	2-3	ft	Size	of	tail	9-21	in	Fur	color	Gray	Ears	Pink	Eyes	Black	Teeth	White	Mobility	Active	Behavior	Agile
Diet	Omnivorous	Lifespan	2-4	years	Reproduction	Polygynous	Habitat	Forests,	swamps,	urban	areas	What	are	some	physical	indicators	that	can	help	determine	the	age	of	an	opossum?	Opossums,	also	known	as	possums,	are	nocturnal	marsupials	found	in	North,	Central,	and	South	America.	These	fascinating	creatures	have	a	unique	set	of	physical
features	that	can	provide	valuable	insights	into	their	age.	By	closely	observing	specific	indicators,	researchers	and	wildlife	enthusiasts	can	gather	important	information	about	an	opossum's	life	stage.	In	this	article,	we	will	explore	some	of	the	most	significant	physical	factors	that	can	help	determine	the	age	of	an	opossum.One	of	the	key	indicators	to
consider	is	the	opossum's	size.	Like	many	animals,	opossums	go	through	distinct	growth	stages	as	they	age.	Newborn	opossums,	called	joeys,	are	tiny	and	underdeveloped,	weighing	just	a	few	grams.	As	they	grow	older,	they	gradually	increase	in	size.	By	measuring	the	length	and	weight	of	an	opossum,	experts	can	estimate	its	age	range.	This	method
is	particularly	effective	in	distinguishing	between	juveniles	and	adults,	as	the	size	difference	is	quite	noticeable.Another	useful	physical	indicator	is	the	condition	of	an	opossum's	teeth	and	dental	development.	Opossums	have	a	unique	dental	formula,	characterized	by	a	total	of	50	teeth.	By	examining	the	teeth,	experts	can	determine	the	age	of	an
individual	opossum.	For	instance,	young	opossums	possess	sharp,	needle-like	teeth,	which	eventually	get	worn	down	and	replaced	as	the	animal	matures.	By	analyzing	the	wear	and	tooth	condition,	researchers	can	make	informed	guesses	about	the	opossum's	age.Furthermore,	the	fur	color	and	texture	can	provide	valuable	clues	about	an	opossum's
age.	Juvenile	opossums	often	have	a	softer,	fuzzier	coat	compared	to	their	adult	counterparts.	As	they	grow	older,	their	fur	becomes	thicker	and	coarser.	Additionally,	juveniles	may	have	a	different	coloration	pattern,	such	as	lighter	or	more	vibrant	markings,	which	gradually	change	as	they	mature.	By	examining	these	physical	traits,	experts	can
estimate	the	age	range	of	an	opossum.Behavioral	cues	can	also	help	determine	the	age	of	an	opossum.	For	instance,	young	opossums	are	more	likely	to	exhibit	clumsiness	and	erratic	movements	compared	to	adults,	as	their	coordination	skills	develop	over	time.	Additionally,	juvenile	opossums	often	rely	on	their	mother	for	support	and	guidance.
Observing	interactions	between	opossums	can	provide	insights	into	their	age,	as	younger	individuals	tend	to	stay	closer	to	their	mother	or	siblings.In	conclusion,	several	physical	indicators	can	be	used	to	determine	the	age	of	an	opossum.	By	assessing	factors	such	as	size,	dental	development,	fur	condition,	and	behavior,	researchers	and	wildlife
enthusiasts	can	gain	valuable	insights	into	the	life	stage	of	these	fascinating	creatures.	It	is	important	to	note	that	these	indicators	should	be	considered	in	conjunction	with	other	scientific	methods	to	ensure	accurate	age	estimation.	By	understanding	how	to	interpret	the	physical	signs	of	opossums,	we	can	continue	to	learn	more	about	their	life	cycle
and	contribute	to	the	conservation	efforts	aimed	at	protecting	these	unique	marsupials.Do	opossums	have	any	specific	behaviors	or	actions	that	can	give	clues	about	their	age?	Opossums,	also	known	as	possums,	are	interesting	creatures	that	are	native	to	North	and	South	America.	These	nocturnal	marsupials	are	known	for	their	unique	behaviors	and
adaptations.	If	you	come	across	an	opossum	and	wonder	about	its	age,	there	are	a	few	specific	behaviors	and	actions	that	can	provide	clues.Firstly,	the	size	of	an	opossum	can	give	you	a	general	idea	about	its	age.	Like	many	mammals,	opossums	grow	rapidly	during	their	first	year	of	life.	A	baby	opossum,	also	called	a	joey,	is	about	the	size	of	a
jellybean	when	it	is	born	and	spends	the	first	few	months	of	its	life	inside	its	mother's	pouch.	By	the	time	they	are	around	4	to	5	months	old,	they	are	independent	and	fully	weaned.	At	this	stage,	they	will	generally	be	about	the	size	of	a	small	cat.	As	opossums	continue	to	mature,	they	can	reach	lengths	of	up	to	2	feet	and	weigh	anywhere	from	4	to	14
pounds,	depending	on	the	species.Another	behavior	that	can	provide	clues	about	the	age	of	an	opossum	is	its	ability	to	defend	itself.	Opossums	are	known	for	their	distinctive	defense	mechanism	known	as	"playing	possum."	When	threatened,	they	have	the	ability	to	feign	death,	appearing	limp	and	lifeless.	Young	opossums	are	less	likely	to	rely	on	this
behavior	than	older	ones,	as	they	are	still	developing	their	survival	skills.	However,	it	is	important	to	note	that	this	behavior	can	also	be	seen	in	opossums	of	any	age,	so	it	should	not	be	the	sole	indicator	of	age.The	teeth	of	an	opossum	can	also	give	an	idea	of	its	age.	Like	many	mammals,	opossums	have	a	set	of	baby	teeth	that	they	shed	as	they	grow.
The	process	of	dental	replacement	in	opossums	begins	around	4	to	5	months	of	age	and	is	usually	complete	by	the	time	they	reach	10	to	12	months	old.	Younger	opossums	will	have	smaller,	sharper	teeth,	while	older	ones	will	have	larger,	more	worn	down	teeth.Observing	an	opossum's	behavior	and	movements	can	also	provide	clues	about	its	age.
Younger	opossums	are	typically	more	energetic	and	curious,	while	older	opossums	tend	to	move	more	slowly	and	cautiously.	Additionally,	young	opossums	may	have	a	more	unsteady	gait	as	they	are	still	developing	their	coordination	and	balance.It	is	important	to	note	that	accurately	determining	the	age	of	an	opossum	can	be	challenging,	as	there
may	be	variations	within	a	species	and	individual	opossums.	Consulting	with	a	wildlife	expert	or	biologist	may	be	necessary	for	a	more	accurate	assessment.In	conclusion,	there	are	several	behaviors	and	actions	that	can	provide	clues	about	the	age	of	an	opossum.	These	include	their	size,	ability	to	defend	themselves,	teeth	condition,	and	overall
behavior.	However,	it	is	important	to	remember	that	accurately	determining	an	opossum's	age	can	be	challenging	and	may	require	the	expertise	of	a	professional.Are	there	any	reliable	techniques	or	methods	to	estimate	the	age	of	opossums?	The	age	of	an	opossum	can	be	estimated	using	several	reliable	techniques	and	methods.	This	information	is
useful	for	researchers,	wildlife	managers,	and	veterinarians	who	want	to	understand	the	life	cycle	and	health	of	opossum	populations.	In	this	article,	we	will	explore	some	of	the	most	commonly	used	techniques	for	estimating	the	age	of	opossums.One	of	the	most	reliable	methods	to	estimate	the	age	of	opossums	is	by	examining	the	teeth.	Like	many
other	mammals,	the	teeth	of	opossums	undergo	a	predictable	pattern	of	growth	and	wear	as	they	age.	By	examining	the	development	and	wear	of	the	teeth,	experts	can	estimate	the	age	of	an	opossum	with	relative	accuracy.To	estimate	the	age	of	an	opossum	using	dental	examination,	first,	the	opossum	is	captured	and	gently	restrained.	The	mouth	is
opened,	and	a	dental	mirror	and	probe	are	used	to	carefully	examine	the	teeth.	The	dental	mirror	allows	the	examiner	to	visualize	the	hard-to-reach	areas	of	the	mouth,	while	the	probe	is	used	to	assess	the	wear	and	development	of	the	teeth.In	young	opossums,	known	as	joeys,	the	teeth	are	relatively	small,	sharp,	and	white	in	color.	As	the	opossum
grows	older,	the	teeth	become	increasingly	worn	down	and	may	show	signs	of	discoloration	or	decay.	By	comparing	the	state	of	wear	and	development	of	the	teeth	to	a	standardized	aging	chart,	experts	can	estimate	the	age	of	an	opossum	with	reasonable	accuracy.Another	method	for	estimating	the	age	of	opossums	is	by	examining	the	size	and
weight	of	the	animal.	Opossums	grow	rapidly	during	their	first	few	months	of	life	and	then	continue	to	grow	at	a	slower	rate	as	they	mature.	By	measuring	the	size	and	weight	of	an	opossum,	researchers	can	estimate	its	age	by	comparing	it	to	growth	charts	developed	from	the	average	size	and	weight	of	opossums	of	known	age.Estimating	the	age	of
opossums	using	size	and	weight	can	be	a	more	challenging	method	compared	to	dental	examination.	This	is	because	factors	such	as	diet,	health,	and	environmental	conditions	can	influence	the	growth	rate	of	opossums.	However,	when	combined	with	other	methods,	such	as	dental	examination,	this	method	can	provide	a	more	accurate	estimate	of	an
opossum's	age.In	conclusion,	there	are	reliable	techniques	and	methods	for	estimating	the	age	of	opossums.	Dental	examination,	by	assessing	the	wear	and	development	of	the	teeth,	can	provide	a	reliable	estimate	of	the	age	of	an	opossum.	Additionally,	examining	the	size	and	weight	of	an	opossum	can	also	give	valuable	insights	into	its	age.	By
combining	these	techniques	and	considering	other	factors	such	as	diet	and	health,	experts	can	estimate	the	age	of	opossums	with	reasonable	accuracy.	These	methods	contribute	to	our	understanding	of	opossum	populations	and	help	inform	conservation	and	management	efforts.Can	a	veterinarian	or	wildlife	rehabilitator	assist	in	determining	the	age
of	an	opossum?	Determining	the	age	of	an	opossum	can	be	a	challenging	task,	as	they	do	not	have	specific	physical	characteristics	that	can	accurately	indicate	their	age.	However,	both	veterinarians	and	wildlife	rehabilitators	have	the	experience	and	knowledge	to	make	an	educated	guess	about	the	age	of	an	opossum	based	on	certain
indicators.When	it	comes	to	determining	the	age	of	an	opossum,	veterinarians	are	trained	professionals	who	have	a	deep	understanding	of	animal	anatomy	and	development.	They	can	conduct	a	thorough	examination	of	the	opossum	and	look	for	several	key	factors	to	estimate	its	age.One	of	the	most	reliable	indicators	of	an	opossum's	age	is	the
presence	of	certain	teeth.	Opossums	have	different	sets	of	teeth	at	different	stages	of	their	life.	By	examining	the	size,	shape,	and	condition	of	the	teeth,	a	veterinarian	can	make	an	estimation	of	the	opossum's	age.Another	method	that	veterinarians	can	use	to	assess	the	age	of	an	opossum	is	by	examining	its	physical	development.	As	opossums	grow
older,	they	go	through	various	growth	stages	and	acquire	physical	characteristics	that	can	be	observed	by	a	trained	eye.	For	example,	the	size	and	weight	of	an	opossum	can	provide	valuable	information	about	its	age.Wildlife	rehabilitators,	on	the	other	hand,	may	also	have	the	necessary	skills	to	estimate	the	age	of	an	opossum	based	on	their
experience	with	rehabilitating	wild	animals.	They	often	have	firsthand	knowledge	and	exposure	to	opossums	at	different	ages	and	stages	of	development.In	order	to	determine	the	age	of	an	opossum,	both	veterinarians	and	wildlife	rehabilitators	typically	use	a	combination	of	their	knowledge,	experience,	and	observation	skills.	They	carefully	examine
the	opossum's	physical	characteristics	and	compare	them	to	what	they	know	about	opossum	development	to	make	an	informed	estimate.It	is	important	to	note	that	determining	the	age	of	an	opossum	is	not	an	exact	science	and	can	only	provide	a	rough	estimate.	Factors	such	as	genetics,	health,	and	environmental	conditions	can	influence	an
opossum's	growth	and	development,	making	it	difficult	to	accurately	pinpoint	its	age.To	give	a	clearer	picture,	let's	consider	an	example.	Suppose	a	wildlife	rehabilitator	receives	an	opossum	that	was	found	abandoned.	Based	on	their	experience	with	opossums,	they	notice	that	the	opossum	has	a	full	set	of	adult	teeth,	indicating	that	it	is	likely	not	a
juvenile.	Additionally,	they	observe	that	the	opossum	has	a	decent	amount	of	weight	and	its	fur	is	fully	developed.	These	observations	lead	the	rehabilitator	to	estimate	that	the	opossum	is	most	likely	an	adult.	However,	without	more	detailed	information,	such	as	the	exact	date	it	was	found	or	its	historical	medical	records,	it	would	be	challenging	to
determine	the	exact	age	of	the	opossum.In	conclusion,	while	it	is	not	always	possible	to	accurately	determine	the	age	of	an	opossum,	both	veterinarians	and	wildlife	rehabilitators	have	the	necessary	experience	and	knowledge	to	make	an	educated	guess.	They	rely	on	factors	such	as	teeth	development,	physical	characteristics,	and	their	own
understanding	of	opossum	development	to	estimate	an	opossum's	age.	However,	it	is	important	to	remember	that	these	estimations	are	not	foolproof	and	may	only	provide	a	rough	estimate.Are	there	any	unique	characteristics	or	developmental	milestones	that	can	be	used	to	gauge	the	age	of	opossums?	If	you	come	across	an	opossum	in	the	wild	or	as
a	part	of	wildlife	rehabilitation	efforts,	you	may	find	yourself	wondering	about	its	age.	While	determining	the	exact	age	of	an	opossum	can	be	challenging,	there	are	certain	characteristics	and	developmental	milestones	that	can	help	in	gauging	its	approximate	age.One	of	the	main	factors	that	can	be	used	to	determine	the	age	of	a	young	opossum	is	its
size	and	weight.	Newborn	opossums,	also	known	as	joeys,	are	born	extremely	small,	weighing	just	a	fraction	of	an	ounce.	As	they	grow,	their	weight	increases	significantly,	and	by	the	time	they	are	around	3	months	old,	they	can	weigh	anywhere	between	4	to	5	pounds.	By	observing	the	size	and	weight	of	an	opossum,	you	can	make	an	educated	guess
about	its	age.Another	characteristic	that	can	be	used	to	gauge	the	age	of	an	opossum	is	its	dental	development.	Similar	to	humans,	opossums	have	milk	teeth	that	are	eventually	replaced	by	permanent	teeth.	By	examining	the	teeth,	you	can	get	an	idea	of	the	developmental	stage	of	the	opossum.	Newborns	have	no	teeth,	and	their	first	set	of	milk
teeth	start	to	appear	at	around	2	to	3	weeks	of	age.	These	milk	teeth	are	small	and	sharp.	As	the	opossum	ages,	the	milk	teeth	will	be	replaced	by	larger	and	more	developed	permanent	teeth.	By	observing	the	size,	shape,	and	condition	of	the	teeth,	you	can	estimate	the	general	age	of	the	opossum.Another	important	developmental	milestone	is	the
opossum's	fur.	Newborn	opossums	have	a	very	thin	layer	of	fur,	which	becomes	thicker	and	more	developed	as	they	grow.	By	examining	the	thickness	and	quality	of	its	fur,	you	can	get	an	idea	of	the	opossum's	age.	However,	it	is	important	to	note	that	the	condition	of	the	fur	can	also	be	influenced	by	other	factors	such	as	nutrition	and	overall	health,
so	it	should	not	be	the	sole	determination	of	age.The	behavior	and	agility	of	the	opossum	can	also	provide	valuable	clues	about	its	age.	Younger	opossums	are	generally	less	coordinated	and	more	dependent,	while	older	opossums	are	more	confident	and	independent.	If	you	observe	an	opossum	that	is	still	heavily	relying	on	its	mother	or	struggling	to
climb	or	move	efficiently,	it	is	likely	to	be	younger.	On	the	other	hand,	if	you	see	an	opossum	that	is	navigating	its	environment	with	ease	and	showing	signs	of	independence,	it	is	likely	to	be	older.It	is	important	to	keep	in	mind	that	these	characteristics	and	developmental	milestones	can	only	provide	an	estimate	of	an	opossum's	age.	Individual
variations	and	environmental	factors	can	impact	the	rate	of	growth	and	development.	Additionally,	accurate	age	determination	becomes	more	difficult	as	opossums	reach	adulthood.	Nonetheless,	by	considering	these	indicators,	along	with	consulting	with	experts	and	experienced	wildlife	rehabilitators,	you	can	make	an	educated	guess	about	the	age
of	an	opossum.Frequently	asked	questions	The	most	reliable	method	to	determine	the	age	of	an	opossum	is	by	looking	at	its	size	and	physical	development.	Young	opossums	are	typically	smaller	in	size,	with	their	eyes	still	closed	and	less	fur	on	their	bodies.	As	they	grow	older,	their	size	increases,	their	eyes	open,	and	they	develop	more	fur.	Yes,
examining	the	teeth	of	an	opossum	can	provide	some	insight	into	its	age.	Opossums	have	distinct	dental	patterns	that	change	as	they	age.	When	they	are	very	young,	they	have	milk	teeth,	similar	to	human	babies.	As	they	grow	older,	they	shed	their	milk	teeth	and	develop	permanent	teeth.	By	looking	at	the	type	and	condition	of	the	teeth,	experts	can
estimate	the	age	range	of	an	opossum.	While	size,	physical	development,	and	teeth	are	the	most	common	indicators	of	an	opossum's	age,	there	are	a	few	other	observations	that	can	provide	additional	clues.	For	example,	the	condition	of	the	opossum's	fur	can	give	an	idea	of	whether	it	is	a	juvenile	or	an	adult.	Juvenile	opossums	tend	to	have	softer,
fuzzier	fur,	while	adults	have	denser	and	more	coarse	fur.	Additionally,	opossums	go	through	a	phase	called	"weaning"	when	they	transition	from	drinking	milk	to	eating	solid	food.	This	can	also	be	used	to	gauge	their	age.	So,	you’ve	encountered	an	opossum	and	you’re	itching	to	know	how	old	it	is?	Alright,	let’s	dive	in!	Determining	the	age	of	an
opossum	isn’t	an	exact	science	without	knowing	its	birthdate,	but	there	are	several	key	indicators	we	can	use	to	make	a	pretty	good	estimate.	We’ll	look	at	physical	characteristics	like	eye	development,	size,	weaning	status,	and	reproductive	maturity.	By	piecing	together	these	clues,	you	can	become	a	regular	opossum	age-detective!Key	Indicators	for
Estimating	Opossum	AgeHere’s	a	breakdown	of	the	clues	we	can	use	to	estimate	the	age	of	an	opossum:Eye	Development:	This	is	a	crucial	early	indicator.	A	kit	(that’s	what	baby	opossums	are	called!)	will	generally	open	its	eyes	between	55	and	70	days	old.	If	an	opossum	has	open	eyes,	it’s	likely	at	least	70	days	old.Size:	A	five-month-old	opossum
will	typically	be	around	7-9	inches	long	from	nose	to	rump,	excluding	the	tail.	It’s	a	good	idea	to	have	a	ruler	handy	if	you’re	trying	to	make	an	estimate.Weaning	Status:	Keep	an	eye	on	the	opossum’s	behavior	if	you’re	observing	it	in	the	wild.	Young	opossums	are	generally	weaned	around	3	months	of	age.	If	it’s	still	suckling,	it’s	likely	younger	than
that.Independence:	Opossums	typically	leave	their	mother	at	around	4	½	to	5	months	of	age.	So,	if	you	see	a	lone	opossum	of	appropriate	size,	it’s	probably	at	least	that	old.Pouch	Presence/Absence:	Young	opossums	stay	in	the	pouch	and	with	their	mother	for	approximately	7	months	before	becoming	completely	independent.Reproductive	Maturity:
Males	reach	sexual	maturity	around	8	months,	and	females	at	6	months.	While	not	easily	observable	in	the	wild	without	close	examination,	it	does	give	a	framework.Overall	Condition:	Older	opossums,	closer	to	their	maximum	lifespan	of	2-4	years,	may	show	signs	of	wear	and	tear,	such	as	battle	scars,	thinning	fur,	or	slower	movements.	However,	this
is	a	less	reliable	indicator	because	it	will	vary	significantly	based	on	environmental	conditions.Putting	It	All	TogetherEstimating	the	age	of	an	opossum	is	about	considering	all	of	these	factors.	You	can	never	pinpoint	an	exact	age	in	the	wild,	but	combining	size,	behavior,	and	other	physical	characteristics	will	give	you	a	solid	estimation.	Remember,
these	are	guidelines,	and	individual	opossums	can	vary!Opossum	Identification	and	BiologyOpossums	are	fascinating	creatures.	As	the	only	marsupial	in	North	America,	they	play	a	significant	role	in	their	ecosystems.	For	comprehensive	information	on	environmental	education	and	understanding	the	intricacies	of	our	natural	world,	check	out	The
Environmental	Literacy	Council	at	.	This	will	help	you	improve	your	understanding	of	an	opossum’s	place	in	the	environment.Frequently	Asked	Questions	About	Opossum	Age	and	BiologyHow	long	does	a	common	opossum	live	in	the	wild?The	average	lifespan	of	a	common	opossum	in	the	wild	is	only	two	to	four	years.	Their	short	lifespan	is	primarily
due	to	predators	and	the	dangers	of	their	environment,	including	human	activity	such	as	cars.How	many	babies	do	opossums	usually	have?A	female	opossum	can	give	birth	to	a	large	litter,	typically	ranging	from	18	to	25	babies.	However,	due	to	the	limited	number	of	nipples	in	her	pouch,	only	a	third	of	them	usually	survive.What	are	baby	opossums
called,	and	what	is	unique	about	their	early	development?Baby	opossums	are	called	joeys.	They	are	born	after	a	very	short	gestation	period	(about	12	days)	and	are	incredibly	small—smaller	than	a	honey	bee.	After	birth,	they	must	crawl	into	their	mother’s	pouch	to	latch	onto	a	nipple	for	nourishment	and	continued	development.Can	a	baby	opossum
survive	without	its	mother?A	very	young	baby	opossum	relies	entirely	on	its	mother	for	survival.	However,	a	baby	opossum	that	is	old	enough	to	be	independent	might	have	a	chance	of	survival.How	can	you	tell	if	an	opossum	is	male	or	female?The	easiest	way	to	tell	is	by	checking	for	the	presence	of	a	pouch	in	females	or	prominent	testicles	in
males.What	do	opossums	eat?Opossums	are	opportunistic	omnivores.	During	the	night,	they	will	search	for	food	such	as	fruits,	insects,	small	animals,	and	even	bird	eggs.Are	opossums	dangerous	to	humans?Opossums	are	generally	not	aggressive	towards	humans	and	will	usually	play	dead	or	run	away	when	threatened.	However,	they	can	bite	if	they
feel	cornered	or	attacked.What	should	I	do	if	I	find	a	baby	opossum?If	you	find	a	baby	opossum,	avoid	touching	it	unless	absolutely	necessary.	If	the	baby	is	injured	or	appears	orphaned,	contact	your	local	wildlife	rescue	organization	for	guidance.Do	opossums	mate	for	life?No,	opossums	do	not	mate	for	life.	They	are	solitary	animals	and	only	come
together	during	the	breeding	season.What	time	of	year	do	opossums	mate?The	common	brushtail	possum	can	breed	at	any	time	of	the	year,	but	breeding	tends	to	peak	in	spring,	from	September	to	November,	and	in	autumn,	from	March	to	May,	in	some	areas.	Mating	is	promiscuous	and	random;	some	males	can	sire	several	young	in	a	season,	while
over	half	sire	none.Are	opossums	considered	pests?While	opossums	can	sometimes	get	into	trash	or	gardens,	they	play	a	beneficial	role	in	controlling	insect	and	rodent	populations.	They’re	actually	valuable	members	of	your	local	ecosystem!What’s	the	difference	between	a	“possum”	and	an	“opossum”?The	terms	“possum”	and	“opossum”	are	often
used	interchangeably,	but	technically,	they	refer	to	different	animals.	Opossums	live	in	North	and	South	America,	while	possums	live	in	Australia	and	other	countries.How	long	do	opossums	stay	in	one	area?Opossums	are	transient	animals,	staying	only	2-3	days	in	an	area	before	moving	on	to	search	for	food	and	shelter.Why	do	opossums	“play	dead”?
Opossums	“play	dead”	(a	behavior	called	thanatosis)	as	a	defense	mechanism.	When	threatened,	they	will	feign	death,	often	emitting	a	foul	odor	and	drooling	to	deter	predators.Do	opossums	make	good	pets?Opossums	are	wild	animals	and	are	not	typically	recommended	as	pets.	In	many	places,	it	may	also	be	illegal	to	keep	them	as	pets	without	the
proper	permits.	Opossums	have	specific	dietary	and	environmental	needs	that	can	be	challenging	to	meet	in	a	home	setting.	They	are	best	left	in	their	natural	habitat.By	understanding	these	key	indicators	and	frequently	asked	questions,	you	can	gain	a	better	appreciation	for	these	fascinating	marsupials	and	their	place	in	the	ecosystem.	Remember,
the	more	you	learn,	the	better	you	can	coexist	with	these	often	misunderstood	creatures!


