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Chapter	1Summary:We	are	introduced	to	Okonkwo,	a	great	man	among	the	Igbo	tribe,	well	known	in	the	nine	villages	and	beyond.	In	his	youth,	he	became	famous	when	he	defeated	Amilinze	the	Cat,	a	great	wrester.	He	is	a	formidable	man,	stern	and	intimidating	in	appearance;	when	angry,	he	stammers.	The	stammer	makes	him	angrier,	and	he	uses
his	fists.	He	has	a	hot	temper.	He	has	no	patience	for	unsuccessful	men;	his	father	had	been	such	a	man.	His	father,	a	man	by	the	name	of	Unoka,	was	a	lazy	do-nothing,	who	has	died	deep	in	debt.	The	narrator	digresses	to	tell	us	about	Unoka.	Unoka	was	a	great	flute	player	in	his	youth,	but	he	became	a	failure	as	an	adult.	He	was	constantly
borrowing	from	his	friends	and	neighbors,	and	his	children	and	wife	did	not	have	enough	to	eat.	One	day,	a	neighbor	of	Unoka,	a	man	named	Okoye,	came	to	discuss	the	money	Unoka	owed	him.	The	rituals	of	hospitality	are	described:	the	guest	brings	kola,	a	kind	of	food	eaten	during	visits,	and	the	men	often	speak	in	proverbs.	Okoye	was	about	take
the	third-highest	title	in	the	land,	and	he	needed	to	collect	resources.	Unoka	laughed	him	off,	telling	him	that	he	had	many	other	debts	he	needed	to	pay	first.	Unoka	dies	deep	in	debt.	But	Okonkwo,	though	young,	is	already	a	great	man.	He	has	two	barns	full	of	yams,	and	he	has	fought	bravely	in	two	inter-tribal	wars.	He	has	taken	two	titles	already.
He	has	three	wives.	The	narrator	tells	us	that	his	high	standing	was	the	reason	he	was	trusted	to	watch	over	the	doomed	boy	who	was	sacrificed	to	Umuofia	to	avoid	war.	The	doomed	boy	was	named	Ikemefuna.	Analysis:Things	Fall	Apart	is	part	tragedy	and	part	documentary.	It	is	the	story	of	Okonkwo	and	his	tragic	death	after	the	coming	of	the
white	man;	it	is	also	a	piece	of	fiction	that	documents	the	world	that	the	white	man	destroyed.	Structure	is	important	to	tragedy,	and	by	Aristotle's	rules	of	tragedy	all	that	is	inessential	to	the	central	action	should	be	removed.	However,	the	tragedy	of	Okonkwo's	death	is	seen	as	part	of	a	greater	tragedy:	the	defeat	and	forced	transformation	of	a	great
people.	Achebe's	novel	is	both	tragedy	and	memory.	The	narrative	tends	to	digress;	to	understand	the	gravity	of	Okonkwo's	tragedy,	the	reader	must	see	him	within	the	context	of	his	world.	Achebe	gives	us	detailed	descriptions	of	Igbo	traditions,	customs,	and	beliefs.	Memory	is	an	important	theme;	here,	this	study	guide	uses	memory	as	a	broad	term
covering	all	documentary-style	descriptions	of	Igbo	life.	By	the	end	of	the	novel,	the	reader	realizes	that	the	account	he	has	just	read	is	the	story	of	a	culture	that	has	been	irrevocably	transformed.	Another	part	of	Achebe's	project	is	to	give	a	balanced	and	sensitive	portrait	of	Igbo	culture,	as	African	tribal	cultures	were	long	dismissed	by	white
scholars	as	barbaric	and	evil.	Digression	is	one	of	Achebe's	most	important	tools.	He	takes	any	opportunity	he	can	to	tell	us	about	a	past	incident	which	is	only	indirectly	connected	to	his	central	story.	These	digressions	allow	him	to	flesh	out	his	portrait	of	tribal	life.	Ambition	and	greatness	are	two	closely	connected	themes.	Okonkwo	is	determined	to
be	the	opposite	of	his	father.	He	has	already	taken	two	titles	(honorary	titles	that	give	a	man	status	in	the	tribe)	and	he	is	quite	rich.	Success	and	honor	are	very	important	to	Okonkwo.	He	has	worked	his	whole	life	to	win	the	respect	of	his	people.	His	work	ethic	and	his	ambition	also	give	rise	to	his	faults:	he	is	a	harsh	man,	quick	to	anger	and	without
humility.	Chapter	2Summary:One	night	as	Okonkwo	prepares	for	bed,	he	hears	the	town	crier,	beating	on	his	hollow	instrument	and	calling	all	the	men	of	Umuofia	to	a	meeting	early	tomorrow	morning.	The	night	is	dark	and	moonless,	and	the	narrator	explains	that	darkness	was	frightening	even	for	the	bravest	of	the	Igbo.	The	forest	is	a	sinister
place	at	night.	Okonkwo	suspects	that	a	war	might	be	brewing:	he's	a	distinguished	warrior,	and	war	gives	him	a	chance	to	win	greater	esteem.	The	next	morning,	the	ten	thousand	men	of	Umuofia	gather	in	the	marketplace.	Ogbuefi	Ezuogo,	a	powerful	orator,	gives	the	traditional	opening:	he	faces	four	different	directions,	raising	a	clenched	fist,	and
cries	"Umuofia	kwenu,"	to	which	the	men	all	cry	"Yaa!"	He	greets	them	this	way	a	fifth	time,	and	then	he	tells	them	that	men	from	the	neighboring	village	of	Mbaino	have	killed	a	girl	from	Umuofia.	The	men	discuss	the	situation,	and	decide	to	follow	the	normal	course	of	action:	the	will	issue	an	ultimatum,	demanding	a	boy	and	a	virgin	as
compensation.	The	neighboring	villages	fear	Umuofia,	because	its	warriors	and	medicine-men	are	powerful.	It's	most	powerful	war	medicine	(magic)	is	agadi-nwayi,	a	magic	enforced	by	the	spirit	of	an	old	woman	with	one	leg.	The	narrator	tells	us	that	in	fairness	to	Umuofia,	it	should	be	said	that	the	village	never	went	to	war	without	first	trying	a
peaceful	settlement,	and	even	then	it	only	went	if	the	war	was	approved	by	the	Oracle	of	the	Hills	and	the	Caves.	And	the	Oracle	often	forbade	war.	Okonkwo	is	chosen	as	emissary.	He	goes	and	is	treated	with	respect,	and	he	returns	with	the	young	boy	and	the	virgin	girl.	The	girl	goes	to	the	man	whose	wife	was	murdered.	As	for	the	boy,	the	village	is
in	no	hurry	to	decide	his	fate.	His	name	is	Ikemefuna.	He	goes	to	live	with	Okonkwo	and	his	family.	The	narrator	describes	Okonkwo	and	his	family,	as	well	as	their	living	situation.	Okonkwo	has	a	separate	hut,	or	obi,	at	the	heart	of	their	family	compound.	Each	wife	has	her	own	hut.	All	is	enclosed	by	a	large	red	wall.	Yams	are	the	main	crop	for	the
Igbo,	and	the	compound	includes	a	barn	for	yam-storage.	There	is	also	a	shrine,	or	"medicine	house."	Okonkwo	is	quick	to	anger.	He	rules	his	family	like	a	tyrant.	He	fears	failure,	and	hates	the	memory	of	his	idle	father;	his	oldest	son	Nwoye,	shows	signs	of	being	like	Okonkwo's	father,	and	so	Okonkwo	is	very	hard	on	him.	Ikemefuna	is	brought	home
with	Okonkwo	and	given	to	Nwoye's	mother.	The	boy	is	homesick	and	does	not	understand	why	he	has	been	taken	from	his	family.	Analysis:Achebe	gives	us	a	concise	portrait	of	the	social	organization	of	the	Igbo,	on	several	levels.	We	see	that	the	town	is	not	ruled	by	a	chief,	but	by	a	general	assembly	of	all	the	men.	In	effect,	the	Igbo	have	a	primitive
democracy.	We	learn	that	yams	are	a	staple,	and	a	large	store	of	yams	indicates	prosperity.	We	also	learn	that	Umuofia	prizes	justice,	and	does	not	wage	wars	of	conquest.	There	is	also	a	high	level	of	social	mobility.	Note	that	while	Unoka	was	a	failure,	Okonkwo	has	risen	to	become	a	great	man	among	his	people.	Okonkwo	fears	failure.	The	theme	of
ambition	has	its	converse,	and	it	is	Okonkwo's	fear	of	failure	that	makes	him	a	harsh	man.	He	is	strong,	but	he	fails	to	see	that	his	wives	and	children	are	not	as	physically	strong	as	he.	Yet	he	drives	them	to	work	as	hard	as	he	does.	All	of	his	wives	and	children	fear	him.	Okonkwo	tries	to	help	his	son,	Nwoye,	by	being	doubly	harsh	on	him.	But	this
approach	is	turning	Nwoye	into	a	sad	and	resentful	youth.	Chapter	3Summary:When	Okonkwo	was	young,	his	father	Unoka	went	to	Agbala,	the	Oracle	of	the	Hills	and	the	Caves.	He	asked	why	he	always	had	a	miserable	harvest,	despite	his	prayers	and	offerings	to	the	gods.	The	Oracle	told	him	that	the	fault	lay	not	in	the	gods,	but	in	his	laziness.
Unoka	died	of	swelling	that	the	Igbo	believe	is	an	abomination	to	the	earth	goddess.	Like	others	who	died	badly,	he	was	left	in	the	Evil	Forest.	Okonkwo	lives	in	fear	of	the	kind	of	failure	and	sad	end	that	met	his	father.	Okonkwo	did	not	inherit	a	barn	full	of	seed	yams.	He	had	to	start	out	as	a	sharecropper	for	a	rich	man	named	Nwakibie.	Nwakibie
was	generous,	but	the	first	year	Okonkwo	planted	was	the	worst	planting	year	in	Umuofia's	living	memory.	Okonkwo,	with	superhuman	determination,	survived.	His	father	was	in	his	last	days	then.	He	gave	Okonkwo	encouraging	praise,	but	it	only	tried	Okonkwo's	patience.	Analysis:Okonkwo	has	overcome	incredible	diversity.	His	father's	pathetic	end
and	death	tainted	him	with	shame,	and	left	him	without	inheritance.	His	rise	to	social	power	and	wealth	has	been	a	triumph	of	stubbornness	and	will.	Sharecropping	is	a	difficult	way	to	begin;	moreover,	the	first	year	Okonkwo	planted	was	a	terrible	harvest	year.	But	Okonkwo	was	young	and	strong,	and	he	was	able	to	survive.	The	experience	has	been
essential	to	the	formation	of	his	character.	Central	to	Okonkwo's	beliefs	is	not	only	a	work	ethic	but	a	faith	in	the	ability	of	the	will	to	overcome	adversity.	He	is	confident	that	he	can	master	his	environment;	he	rules	as	a	man,	and	he	is	fiercely	proud	of	his	people.	Understanding	these	beliefs	is	key	to	understanding	the	tragedy	that	strikes	Okonkwo
later,	after	the	coming	of	the	white	man.	Chapter	4Summary:Okonkwo	shows	few	emotions	openly,	none	of	them	tender	ones.	He	once	insulted	a	man	at	a	town	meeting,	implying	that	the	man	was	a	woman.	The	man	had	no	titles.	Okonkwo	was	reprimanded,	and	a	village	elder	said	that	the	fortunate	should	show	humility;	yet	Okonkwo	has	never	been
fortunate.	Everything	he	has	he	has	earned	himself.	Ikemefuna	is	terribly	homesick,	but	in	time	he	finds	a	place	among	Okonkwo's	family.	Nwoye,	two	years	younger,	is	inseparable	from	him;	even	Okonkwo	grows	fond	of	the	boy,	although	he	doesn't	show	it	openly.	Ikemefuna	is	a	clever	boy;	he	knows	how	to	make	flutes	and	traps	for	rodents.	He
begins	to	call	Okonkwo	"father."	During	the	Week	of	Peace,	Okonkwo's	youngest	wife,	Ojiugo,	goes	out	to	plait	her	hair	and	neglects	to	cook	afternoon	meal	for	him.	When	she	returns,	Okonkwo	beats	her	savagely.	This	act	is	an	abomination	to	the	Igbo.	No	one	is	allowed	even	to	speak	unkindly	to	another	during	the	Week	of	Peace;	Okonkwo's
transgression	threatens	the	harvest	of	the	whole	clan.	Ezeani,	priest	of	the	earth	goddess,	arrives	before	dusk.	He	scorns	Okonkwo's	traditional	offer	of	kola	nut	and	demands	a	stiff	fine	of	goods	and	money	from	Okonkwo.	Okonkwo	pays	it,	inwardly	repentant,	but	he	is	too	proud	to	admit	openly	to	his	neighbors	that	he	is	in	error.	His	neighbors	begin
to	say	he	has	grown	to	proud.	It	is	soon	time	to	plant;	as	they	prepare	the	seed	yams,	Okonkwo	is	very	harsh	to	Nwoye	and	Ikemefuna.	Yam	is	a	man's	crop,	and	Okonkwo	is	very	demanding.	Yams,	too,	are	a	difficult	crop	to	raise,	sensitive	and	labor-intensive.	The	rainy	season	comes,	during	which	children	huddle	by	fires	indoors,	resting.	With
planting	season	over,	the	Igbo	enjoy	a	resting	period	before	the	work	of	the	harvest.	Ikemefuna	and	Nwoye	have	become	very	close;	Nwoye	loves	the	older	boy,	who	is	now	like	a	brother	to	him.	Ikemefuna	has	an	endless	supply	of	folktales,	and	hearing	them	makes	Nwoye	see	the	world	in	a	new	light.	Analysis:Maculinity	is	one	of	Okonkwo's
obsessions.	He	sees	any	tender	emotion	as	feminine	and	therefore	weak.	His	culture	is	as	patriarchal	as	any	other,	but	in	his	need	to	be	strong	Okonkwo	carries	the	preoccupation	with	manliness	to	an	extreme.	He	has	not	learned	restraint.	His	beating	of	Ojiugo	is	the	first	concrete	incident	in	the	book	during	which	we	watch	Okonkwo	lose	control.
Although	he	begins	the	beating	having	forgotten	that	it	is	the	Week	of	Peace,	when	reminded	he	does	not	stop.	He	is	not	a	man	to	do	anything	half-way,	even	if	he	knows	there	are	consequences.	Later,	this	hubris	destroys	him.	His	neighbors	notice	his	pride.	Even	when	Okonkwo	feels	penitent,	he	takes	great	pains	to	hide	it.	This	drive	and	fierce	pride
have	made	him	a	great	man,	but	they	are	also	the	source	of	all	of	his	faults.	In	his	sincere	desire	to	see	his	son	Nwoye	become	great,	he	has	made	the	boy	extremely	unhappy.	Okonkwo	is	not	exactly	a	typical	Igbo	male:	though	Achebe	sets	up	Okonkwo's	fall	as	parallel	to	the	fall	of	his	people,	he	also	shows	us	that	Okonkwo	is	an	extraordinary	man
among	the	Igbo,	in	ways	both	good	and	bad.	In	other	men	of	the	village,	we	see	restraint	and	humility.	We	see	in	Ikemefuna	a	role	model	that	Nwoye	has	lacked.	Fearful	of	his	brutal	father,	Nwoye	now	has	a	kind	older	brother	to	look	up	to.	We	also	see	that	Nwoye	is	a	thoughtful	boy:	his	responses	to	Ikemefuna's	folktales	are	imaginative	and
beautiful.	Chapter	5Summary:The	Feast	of	the	New	Yam	approaches.	It	marks	the	beginning	of	harvest	season.	All	old	yams	are	disposed	of,	and	new	and	tasty	yams	are	eaten	for	the	feasts.	The	New	Yam	marks	the	start	of	a	new	year,	and	the	beginning	of	a	season	of	plenty.	Okonkwo,	like	all	rich	men,	always	invites	a	huge	number	of	guests	for	the
feast.	But	he	himself	is	rather	impatient	with	holidays,	and	would	prefer	to	be	working	on	his	farm.	Preparation	for	the	festival	makes	him	testy.	Three	days	before	the	festival,	he	becomes	furious	when	he	sees	that	a	few	leaves	have	been	cut	from	the	banana	tree	(banana	leaves	are	used	to	wrap	food	in	many	tropical	countries).	When	his	second	wife
admits	to	the	act,	he	beats	her	brutally.	He	then	decides	to	go	hunting.	Though	a	great	man,	Okonkwo	is	not	a	great	hunter.	The	wife	who	was	just	beaten	makes	a	snide	comment	about	guns	that	never	shoot,	and	he	tries	to	shoot	her.	He	misses.	Despite	these	disturbances,	the	festival	is	celebrated	happily.	The	second	day	of	the	new	year	is	the	day
for	wrestling.	Ekwefi,	Okonkwo's	second	wife,	loves	the	wrestling	matches.	It	was	watching	Okonkwo	defeat	the	Cat	that	she	fell	in	love	with	him.	She	married	another	man,	but	a	few	years	after	that	she	ran	away	from	him	and	came	to	live	with	Okonkwo.	In	those	days,	she	was	the	great	beauty	of	the	village.	That	was	thirty	years	ago.	Ekwefi	has	only
had	one	child,	her	daughter	Ezinma.	Ezinma	is	a	charming,	pretty,	and	clever	young	girl,	one	of	her	father's	favorites,	though	he	rarely	shows	it.	We	see	her	helping	the	other	wives,	doing	chores	for	her	mother,	and	bringing	Okonkwo	his	food.	Analysis:Chapter	5	fleshes	out	the	portrait	of	Okonkwo's	family	life.	His	three	wives	live	together	peacefully,
and	seem	to	have	great	affection	for	one	another.	Ezinma	is	well-beloved,	not	only	by	Ekwefi	and	Okonkwo,	but	by	the	other	wives	as	well.	The	children	live	together	as	brothers	and	sisters.	Ikemefuna	has	been	fully	absorbed	into	the	family.	But	Okonkwo	rules	with	fear.	His	anger	over	the	banana	tree	is	completely	unfounded;	he	uses	it	as	an	excuse
to	beat	someone.	He	is	madly	self-absorbed,	and	does	not	see	fit	to	learn	constraint	for	the	sake	of	his	family.	Igbo	society	is	patriarchal,	but	this	chapter	focuses	on	female	characters.	Ekwefi	is	far	from	timid:	fresh	from	a	beating,	she	makes	fun	of	her	husband.	We	also	meet	her	daughter	Ezinma,	one	of	book's	most	likable	characters.	Okonkwo's
treatment	of	her	humanizes	him,	balancing	his	harsh	treatment	of	Nwoye.	One	of	the	reasons	for	his	gentleness	with	Ezinma	is	her	gender:	as	a	girl,	the	expectations	on	her	are	different.	Okonkwo	often	wishes	that	she	were	a	boy,	but	the	wish	seems	benign	next	to	his	merciless	treatment	of	Nwoye.	We	see	that	Okonkwo	is	at	least	capable	of
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the	entire	novel,	introducing	the	key	themes	and	setting	the	cultural	and	environmental	landscape.	The	protagonist,	Okonkwo	is	introduced.	We	learn	he	is	a	respected	warrior	from	Umuofia,	a	Nigerian	tribe.	Okonkwos	father,	Unoka,	is	described	in	contrast	to	Okonkwo	-	he	was	unsuccessful,	indebted,	and	effeminate	for	his	love	of	music	and	lack	of
material	wealth.	The	concept	of	masculinity,	as	understood	and	valued	by	the	Igbo	society,	is	laid	out.	It	involves	aspects	such	as	strength,	bravery,	and	wealth.	Reputation	Okonkwos	fame	spread	due	to	his	personal	achievements,	showcasing	the	importance	of	reputation.	In	Igbo	society,	reputation	builds	respect	and	social	standing.	Masculinity	and
gender	roles	Okonkwo	is	presented	as	the	epitome	of	manliness,	with	his	achievements	in	wresting	and	his	despise	for	anything	resembling	weakness	or	effeminacy.	Unoka	is	presented	as	failing	to	live	up	to	this	ideal	of	masculinity,	as	he	was	not	a	warrior	but	a	flute-player.	Fear	Okonkwos	fear	of	resembling	his	father	and	his	failure	becomes	a	major
driving	force	in	his	life.	He	tries	to	distance	himself	from	Unoka	by	rejecting	everything	associated	with	him	-	gentleness,	idleness,	music,	and	indebtedness.	Conflict	The	historic	wrestling	match	between	Okonkwo	and	the	undefeated	Amalinze	the	cat	indicates	the	fundamental	conflict	in	the	story.	Language	Use	In	this	chapter,	Achebe	uses
traditional	African	storytelling	methods	with	the	unfamiliar	setting	and	cultural	context.	It	includes	Proverbs,	folktales,	and	other	African	oral	traditions.	The	language	Achebe	uses	is	powerful	and	richly	descriptive,	planting	the	reader	firmly	in	Igbo	culture.	Fire	Okonkwo	is	figuratively	referred	to	as	a	roaring	flame	by	the	narrator.	The	fire	symbolises
Okonkwos	masculinity,	violence,	and	rage.	Critical	Events	Okonkwo	defeats	Amalinze	the	cat	in	a	wrestling	match,	a	victory	that	marks	him	out	as	a	man	of	valour.	The	description	of	Unoka	playing	his	flute	despite	his	debts	and	hardship.	The	first	chapter	of	Things	Fall	Apart	establishes	the	groundwork	for	the	themes,	characters,	and	events	of	the
book.	The	cultural	setting	of	Umuofia	is	portrayed	in	detail,	along	with	the	introduction	of	the	protagonist,	Okonkwo.	The	stark	contrast	between	Okonkwo	and	his	father,	Unoka,	underlines	the	major	themes	and	conflicts	that	will	unravel	over	the	course	of	the	novel.	We	meet	Okonkwo	at	age	18	during	a	wrestling	match	the	moment	that	he	first
becomes	famous	among	the	local	villages.Okonkwo	is	fighting	against	an	undefeated	wrestler	called	Amalinze	the	Cat,	but	in	the	end,	Okonkwo	throws	the	Cat	and	wins	the	contest.This	wrestling	match	actually	happened	twenty	years	ago,	and	since	then	Okonkwos	reputation	has	grown	and	spread.Achebe	describes	Okonkwo	as	a	pretty	intimidating
guy.	Hes	physically	huge,	has	an	intense	face,	and	tends	to	use	his	fists	to	settle	his	arguments.	And	hes	impatient	with	unsuccessful	men	like	his	dad.Okonkwo	despises	his	late	father,	Unoka,	for	his	laziness.	Unoka	died	ten	years	ago,	but	essentially	was	totally	irresponsible	and	was	always	blowing	his	money	on	booze	(okay,	gourds	of	palm-wine).	He
was	a	drink-and-be-merry	kind	of	guy	who	enjoyed	playing	the	flute,	feasting,	and	celebrating.As	a	youth,	Unoka	was	a	musician	and	his	happiest	moments	were	after	the	annual	harvest,	when	the	whole	village	would	gather	to	feast	and	enjoy	the	music.Later	in	life	though,	Unoka	was	a	failure	because	he	was	too	lazy	to	work.	Instead,	he	borrowed
money	from	all	his	friends	and	could	barely	afford	to	feed	his	family.	He	became	the	laughingstock	of	the	village.Flashing	back	to	when	Unoka	was	alive,	we	see	a	telling	scene.	Okoye,	Unokas	neighbor,	comes	to	visit	Unoka	and	offers	him	a	kola	nut,	which	is	a	ritual	gift.	Okoye	goes	through	a	long-winded,	stylized	discourse	which	is	a	polite	way	of
asking	Unoka	to	pay	back	the	loan	of	200	cowries	he	borrowed	from	Okoye.Unoka	laughs	at	Okoye	and	points	at	his	wall,	on	which	he	has	marked	down	all	his	debts.	He	owes	a	lot	of	people	a	lot	of	money.	He	snubs	Okoye,	saying	he	means	to	pay	off	his	big	debts	first	(because	hes	in	major	debt)	and	Okoye	is	forced	to	leave	empty-handed.The
flashback	ends.Unoka	died	in	debt,	which	is	why	Okonkwo	is	ashamed	of	him.	Okonkwo,	unlike	his	father,	established	himself	as	a	rich	successful	yam	farmer	with	three	wives	and	two	tribal	titles.	He	seems	destined	for	great	things.At	the	end	of	the	chapter,	we	are	left	with	a	tantalizing	snippet	of	information	Okonkwo	is	somehow	left	in	charge	of	an
ill-fated	boy	named	Ikemefuna.	Set	when	the	new	century	was	rolling	over,	Things	Fall	Apart	concentrates	on	the	hero	of	the	book,	Okonkwo,	and	on	his	late	father,	Unoka.	Okonkwo	is	a	highly	revered	leader	of	the	Igbo	(	in	the	past	spelled	Ibo)	clan	of	Umuofia	in	eastern	Nigeria.	Around	twenty	years	back,	Okonkwo	brought	honor	to	himself	and
earned	respect	to	his	clan	when	he	wrestled	and	tossed	to	the	ground	Amalinze	the	Cat,	a	man	who	had	not	been	vanquished	for	a	long	time.	From	that	time,	Okonkwo's	popularity	for	being	a	wrestler	has	spread	all	through	the	nine	villages	of	Umuofia.	He	is	known	to	be	quick	to	anger,	particularly	when	faced	with	unsuccessful	men	like	his	father,
who	passed	on	ten	years	prior	while	hugely	in	debt.In	light	of	Unoka's	lethargy	and	inefficiency,	the	clan	had	thought	of	him	as	a	disappointment	and	fool;	he	was	a	persistent	cause	disgrace	to	Okonkwo.	Despite	the	fact	that	he	had	a	family	to	look	after,	Unoka	as	often	as	possible	obtained	cash	and	afterward	wasted	it	on	palm-wine	and	fun	with	his
neighbors,	along	these	lines	ignoring	his	family	who	scarcely	had	enough	to	eat.	The	story	is	told	about	the	day,	years	prior,	when	Unoka	was	visited	by	Okoye,	a	fruitful	neighbor.	After	the	courtesies	and	casual	chitchat,	Okoye	asked	Unoka	for	the	two	hundred	cowries	that	Unoka	had	obtained	two	years	before.	Okoye	needed	the	cash	for	a	special
function.Unoka	burst	into	giggling	and	indicated	the	wall	on	which	he	recorded	his	debt	obligations.	He	disclosed	to	Okoye	that	customs	expected	him	to	reimburse	his	biggest	debt	obligations	before	he3	could	pay	back	little	ones	like	Okoyes.	Okoye	left	without	his	cash.	Regardless	of	his	dad's	dishonorable	conduct,	Okonkwo	is	currently
exceptionally	regarded	in	Umuofia,	which	respects	his	accomplishment	as	opposed	to	his	father's	legacy.	Still	a	young	man	in	his	thirties,	Okonkwo	has	turned	into	an	affluent	agriculturist	of	yams	a	consecrated	harvest	and	also	supports	three	spouses.	The	yam	is	a	huge	pointer	of	riches	and	"masculinity."	Furthermore,	he	is	known	for	his	amazing
wrestling	skills.	In	spite,	the	fact	that	it	is	not	demonstrated	in	this	part,	the	setting	of	Things	Fall	Apart	is	in	the	late	1800s	and	mid-1900s,	just	before	the	beginning	of	the	British	invasion	of	Nigeria.	The	novel	creates	a	distinction	between	the	African	culture	and	the	Western	culture.	In	this	section,	Achebe	demonstrate	the	following	characteristics
of	Igbo	culture:Legends	and	traditions	(the	fight	with	a	spirit	of	the	wild	by	the	founder	of	their	village)Symbols	of	honor	(titles)Indicators	of	wealth	(yams,	cowries)Marriage	customs	(more	than	one	wife)The	reckoning	of	time	(markets,	a	week	of	four	days)Social	rituals	(kola	nuts,	alligator	pepper,	chalk,	small	talk,	and	proverbs)Music,	entertainment,
food,	and	drinkThe	first	chapter	discusses	Okonkwo's	achievements	that	established	his	importance	in	the	Igbo	society.	The	features	alone	give	the	perception	of	Okonkwo's	character	and	personality.	Driving	himself	toward	the	achievement	of	his	tribe	and	acknowledgment.	Okonkwo	is	endeavoring	to	make	up	for	the	disgrace	that	was	left	by	his	late
father,	Unoka.	Basically,	Okonkwo	shows	characteristics	of	masculinity	in	Igbo	society.Having	been	educated	and	familiarized	to	the	Western	writing	and	its	customary	structures,	Achebe	structures	Things	Fall	Apart	in	the	heritage	of	a	Greek	tragedy,	with	the	story	based	on	Okonkwo,	the	tragic	hero.	Aristotle	characterized	tragic	hero	as	a	character
who	is	unmatched	and	respectable,	one	who	shows	incredible	strength	and	determination,	however,	is	consumed	due	to	a	natural	individual	character	weakness.A	notable	social	marker	of	Igbo	society	is	presented	in	this	chapter	a	unique	system	that	is	characterized	by	acquisition	of	titles.	All	through	the	book,	titles	are	points	of	reference	by	which
individuals	from	Igbo	society	regularly	compare	themselves.	These	titles	are	not	given	by	the	people	in	power	or	the	authorities,	but	rather	they	are	obtained	by	the	person	who	can	pay	for	them.	As	a	man	amasses	riches,	he	may	gain	extra	acknowledgment	and	respect	by	"taking	a	title."	He	may	likewise	buy	titles	for	male	individuals	from	his	family.
To	obtain	the	title,	the	purchase	will	pay	huge	sums	of	money	as	initiation	fees	to	the	individuals	who	already	have	the	title.	This	provides	you	a	full	summary	of	Things	Fall	Apart	by	Chinua	Achebe	covering	chapters	1-25.	The	summary	has	been	done	in	chapters	to	support	your	understanding	of	the	story	and	flow	of	events.	Set	at	the	turn	of	the	new
century,	Things	Fall	Apart	focuses	on	the	protagonist,	Okonkwo,	and	his	deceased	father,	Unoka.	Okonkwo	is	a	highly	esteemed	leader	of	the	Igbo	(formerly	spelled	Ibo)	clan	of	Umuofia	in	eastern	Nigeria.	Approximately	twenty	years	earlier,	Okonkwo	gained	honor	for	himself	and	brought	respect	to	his	clan	by	defeating	Amalinze	the	Cat,	a	renowned
wrestler	who	had	not	been	defeated	for	a	long	time.	Since	then,	Okonkwos	reputation	as	a	wrestler	has	spread	throughout	the	nine	villages	of	Umuofia.	He	is	known	to	have	a	quick	temper,	especially	when	dealing	with	unsuccessful	men	like	his	father,	who	died	ten	years	ago	while	heavily	in	debt.Due	to	Unokas	laziness	and	ineffectiveness,	the	clan
viewed	him	as	a	failure	and	a	disgrace;	he	was	a	constant	source	of	shame	for	Okonkwo.	Despite	having	a	family	to	support,	Unoka	frequently	borrowed	money	and	squandered	it	on	palm	wine	and	socializing	with	his	neighbors,	neglecting	his	family	who	often	lacked	enough	to	eat.	The	story	recounts	a	visit	years	ago	when	Unoka	was	approached	by
Okoye,	a	prosperous	neighbor.	After	the	customary	greetings	and	small	talk,	Okoye	asked	Unoka	for	the	two	hundred	cowries	that	Unoka	had	borrowed	two	years	prior.	Okoye	needed	the	money	for	a	special	occasion.Unoka	burst	into	laughter	and	pointed	to	the	wall	where	he	kept	track	of	his	debts.	He	explained	to	Okoye	that	tradition	required	him
to	repay	his	largest	debts	before	he	could	repay	smaller	ones	like	Okoyes.	Okoye	left	without	his	money.	Despite	his	fathers	dishonorable	behavior,	Okonkwo	is	now	highly	respected	in	Umuofia,	which	honors	his	achievements	rather	than	his	fathers	legacy.	Still	a	young	man	in	his	thirties,	Okonkwo	has	become	a	prosperous	yam	farmera	sacred
cropand	also	supports	three	wives.	The	yam	is	a	significant	symbol	of	wealth	and	masculinity.	Additionally,	he	is	renowned	for	his	formidable	wrestling	skills.One	night,	as	Okonkwo	settles	into	his	bed,	he	hears	the	beat	of	a	drum	and	the	voice	of	the	town	crier.	The	crier	summons	every	man	in	Umuofia	to	gather	at	the	marketplace	the	following
morning.	Okonkwo	wonders	if	the	crisis	concerns	war	with	a	neighboring	tribe.	War	doesnt	unsettle	Okonkwo	since	he	knows	it	terrifies	his	weak-hearted	father.	In	Umuofias	recent	conflict,	for	instance,	Okonkwo	returned	with	his	fifth	human	head.The	next	morning,	Okonkwo	joins	the	men	at	the	marketplace	to	hear	the	message.	A	speaker,	with
great	oratorical	skills,	enthusiastically	greets	them	in	all	four	directions	while	thrusting	his	clenched	hand	into	the	air;	the	gathered	men	respond	in	kind.	After	the	silence	settles,	he	angrily	informs	the	group	that	an	Umuofian	woman	has	been	killed	in	Mbaino	while	on	her	way	to	the	market.	The	crowd	is	incensed	at	the	news	and	ultimately	agrees
that	Umuofia	should	follow	tradition:	offering	Mbaino	a	choice	of	either	going	to	war	with	Umuofia	or	providing	Umuofia	with	a	young	man	and	a	young	virgin	as	part	of	the	settlement	for	the	womans	death.Umuofias	prowess	in	war	is	feared	by	its	neighbors,	who	know	that	Umuofia	wont	engage	in	conflict	without	first	attempting	negotiation	and
seeking	permission	from	its	Oracle.	Everyone	understands	that	a	war	with	Mbaino	would	be	straightforward,	so	the	tribe	sends	Okonkwo	as	their	envoy	to	negotiate	with	Mbaino;	he	returns	two	days	later	with	a	young	man	and	a	virgin	girl	offered	by	Mbaino.The	elders	of	Umuofia	decide	that	the	young	girl	should	live	with	the	man	whose	wife	was
killed	and	that	the	young	man,	named	Ikemefuna,	will	belong	to	the	community	at	large.	They	task	Okonkwo	with	taking	fourteen-year-old	Ikemefuna	into	his	home	while	the	community	decides	what	to	do	with	him.	Okonkwo	then	assigns	the	care	of	Ikemefuna	to	his	first	wife,	the	mother	of	Nwoye,	his	oldest	child,	who	is	twelve.	Ikemefuna	is	very
frightened,	especially	since	he	doesnt	understand	why	he	is	in	Umuofia,	separated	from	his	family.	The	elders	decide	that	the	young	boy	will	reside	in	Okonkwos	family	for	an	extended	period.Concerned	that	someone	might	perceive	him	as	weak,	Okonkwo	rules	his	family	with	an	iron	fist	and	a	harsh	voice,	instilling	fear	in	everyone	with	his	short
temper.	As	a	child,	a	peer	called	his	father	agbala,	meaning	a	woman	or	a	man	without	a	title.	Okonkwo	detested	everything	his	father	represented,	including	tenderness	and	inactivity.	Okonkwo	sees	signs	of	laziness	in	his	son	Nwoye.	To	eradicate	any	resemblance	to	his	father,	Okonkwo	beats	Nwoye	daily.In	his	family	compound,	Okonkwo	resides	in
his	own	house,	while	each	of	his	three	wives	resides	in	her	own	house	with	her	children.	The	prosperous	homestead	includes	a	room	where	Okonkwo	stores	yams,	a	shed	for	goats	and	hens,	and	a	shrine	where	he	keeps	the	symbols	of	his	god	and	ancestral	spirits,	offering	prayers	for	himself	and	his	family.	He	works	late	on	his	farms	and	expects	the
same	diligence	from	others.	Despite	lacking	his	strength,	the	members	of	his	family	work	without	complaint.In	Okonkwos	past,	his	father	Unoka	sought	counsel	from	the	Oracle	of	the	Hills	and	Caves,	questioning	why	his	crops	consistently	failed	despite	his	sacrifices	and	adherence	to	planting	methods.	Chika,	the	Oracles	priestess,	angrily	interjected,
attributing	Unokas	poor	harvests	to	laziness	rather	than	offending	the	spirits.	She	urged	him	to	work	diligently	instead.In	another	flashback,	a	young	Okonkwo	prepared	to	plant	his	first	yam	farm,	a	symbol	of	masculinity,	while	his	mother	and	sisters	tended	to	crops	like	coco-yams	and	cassava.	With	no	inheritance	from	his	father,	Okonkwo	turned	to
sharecropping.	Seeking	assistance,	he	approached	Nwakibie,	a	respected	member	of	the	clan	known	for	his	wealth	and	large	family.	Okonkwo	promised	hard	work	in	exchange	for	seed	yams.	Under	the	share-cropping	agreement,	Okonkwo	would	return	66%	of	his	harvest	to	Nwakibie	and	retain	33%.	Impressed	by	Okonkwos	determination,	Nwakibie
doubled	the	amount	of	seed	yams	he	provided.Despite	Okonkwos	humble	beginnings	and	numerous	setbacks,	he	has	risen	to	become	one	of	the	most	respected	members	of	his	clan,	both	socially	and	economically.	However,	some	criticize	his	harsh	treatment	of	less	successful	men.	For	example,	during	a	discussion	about	the	upcoming	ancestral	feast,
Okonkwo	dismisses	Osugos	opposing	view	by	asserting	that	the	gathering	is	for	men.	Despite	initial	opposition,	Okonkwo	eventually	apologizes	when	others	side	with	Osugo.Okonkwos	esteemed	status	is	evident	as	the	clan	selects	him	to	deliver	a	message	of	war	to	their	adversaries,	who	treat	him	with	great	respect	during	negotiations.	Additionally,
the	elders	entrust	Okonkwo	with	the	care	of	Ikemefuna	until	a	decision	is	made	about	his	fate,	showing	confidence	in	Okonkwos	judgment.During	the	annual	Week	of	Peace,	just	before	planting	season,	Okonkwos	youngest	wife,	Ojiugo,	neglects	her	duties	to	prepare	his	evening	meal	and	care	for	their	children,	leading	Okonkwo	to	severely	beat	her
upon	her	return.	Despite	reminders	of	the	prohibition	on	violence	during	the	holy	week,	Okonkwo	continues	the	beating.	To	atone	for	breaking	the	peace,	the	priest	of	the	earth	goddess	orders	Okonkwo	to	make	a	sacrifice.	Despite	his	internal	struggles,	Okonkwo	refuses	to	acknowledge	any	wrongdoing.After	the	holy	week,	the	farmers	begin	planting
their	crops,	and	Okonkwo	instructs	Ikemefuna	and	Nwoye	in	the	preparation	of	seed	yams.	He	is	critical	of	their	efforts,	believing	he	is	teaching	them	the	difficult	and	masculine	task	of	seed	yam	preparation.The	village	of	Umuofia	prepares	for	the	Feast	of	the	New	Yam,	an	important	celebration	just	before	the	harvest	season.	All	remnants	of	the
previous	years	yams	must	be	discarded,	and	all	utensils	used	in	yam	preparation	must	be	thoroughly	washed.	Relatives	and	guests	from	afar	are	invited	to	partake	in	the	festivities,	with	Okonkwo	extending	invitations	to	his	wives	relatives.	While	others	anticipate	the	celebration,	Okonkwo	feels	weary,	preferring	to	tend	to	his	farm.As	preparations
near	completion,	Okonkwos	pent-up	frustration	erupts	when	he	discovers	someone	has	disturbed	one	of	his	banana	plants,	although	it	is	merely	leaves	used	for	wrapping	food.	Upon	learning	that	his	second	wife,	Ekwefi,	took	the	leaves,	Okonkwo	violently	beats	her	in	a	fit	of	rage.	He	then	retrieves	his	rusty	gun,	despite	lacking	hunting	experience,
and	points	it	at	her,	though	it	misfires	without	causing	harm.	Despite	Okonkwos	outburst,	the	celebration	proceeds	joyfully,	even	within	his	own	household,	and	Ekwefi	eagerly	awaits	the	wrestling	matches	on	the	second	day	of	the	feast.	These	matches	hold	significance,	reminiscent	of	Okonkwos	past	triumphs	and	his	courtship	of	Ekwefi.On	the
second	day	of	the	celebration,	the	entire	village	gathers	at	the	village	playing	field	to	witness	the	wrestling	competition	between	the	men	of	their	village	and	those	from	a	neighboring	community.	The	preliminary	matches,	featuring	two	groups	of	young	men	aged	fifteen	or	sixteen,	offer	entertainment	and	anticipation	before	the	main	bouts.	Among	the
successful	young	wrestlers	is	Maduka,	the	son	of	Okonkwos	close	friend,	Obierika.	Neighbors	mingle	with	each	other,	and	excitement	builds	as	the	matches	between	the	seasoned	wrestlers	approach.Chielo,	the	current	priestess	of	the	Oracle,	engages	in	a	calm	conversation	with	Ekwefi	about	Okonkwos	assault	on	her	and	shows	special	affection
towards	Ekwefis	daughter,	Ezinma.As	the	drums	echo	through	the	air,	two	teams	of	twelve	men	challenge	each	other.	Many	anticipate	that	the	final	match	between	the	two	strongest	warriors	from	each	village	will	be	uneventful	due	to	their	similar	styles.	However,	the	crowd	erupts	with	excitement	when	the	local	wrestler,	Okafor,	capitalizes	on	his
opponents	mistake	and	swiftly	defeats	him.	The	villagers	cheer	victoriously	as	they	hoist	Okafo	on	their	shoulders,	celebrating	his	triumph	as	they	depart	from	the	arena.Nwoye	and	Ikemefuna	often	spend	their	time	together	like	brothers.	They	sit	with	Okonkwo	in	his	hut	at	night,	listening	to	his	tales	of	violence	and	bloodshed.	While	Nwoye	still
enjoys	his	mothers	stories	of	legends,	he	tries	to	impress	Okonkwo	by	acting	more	manly,	expressing	disdain	for	the	stories	about	women	and	protesting	about	female	matters.	Okonkwo	feels	inwardly	satisfied	as	he	observes	Nwoye	growing	more	intense	and	masculine,	attributing	this	change	to	Ikemefunas	positive	influence.One	day,	while	Okonkwo
and	his	sons	are	working	around	the	walls	of	his	compound,	a	large	dark	cloud	hangs	over	the	town.	The	villagers	rejoice	at	the	prospect	of	the	appearance	of	locusts,	considered	a	great	delicacy	in	Umuofia.	Everyone	sets	out	to	collect	them	for	cooking,	drying,	and	consumption.As	Okonkwo,	Nwoye,	and	Ikemefuna	happily	eat	this	rare	dish,	Ogbuefi
Ezeudu,	the	village	elder,	approaches	Okonkwo	to	speak	with	him	privately.	He	informs	Okonkwo	that	the	Oracle	has	decreed	that	Ikemefuna	must	be	executed	as	compensation	for	the	woman	murdered	three	years	ago	in	Mbaino.	He	advises	Okonkwo	not	to	take	part	in	the	boys	death	since	Ikemefuna	refers	to	him	as	father.Later,	Okonkwo	tells
Ikemefuna	that	he	is	going	home	to	Mbaino,	but	the	boy	does	not	believe	him.	When	Nwoye	learns	that	his	friend	is	leaving,	he	begins	to	cry	uncontrollably	and	is	beaten	by	his	father.Many	men	from	Umuofia	accompany	Ikemefuna	to	a	remote	part	of	the	village	and	into	the	forest.	With	Okonkwo	closely	following	them,	Ikemefuna	becomes
courageous	and	reminisces	about	his	family	in	Mbaino.	Suddenly,	Okonkwo	drops	from	the	back	of	the	group,	and	Ikemefuna	becomes	fearful	again.	As	the	boys	back	is	turned,	one	of	the	men	strikes	the	first	blow	with	his	machete.	Ikemefuna	cries	out	to	Okonkwo,	My	father,	they	have	killed	me!	and	runs	towards	Okonkwo.	Not	wanting	to	appear
weak,	Okonkwo	kills	Ikemefuna	with	his	machete.Summary	of	A	Man	of	The	PeopleA	Man	of	the	People	CharactersArrow	of	God	CharactersChapter	by	Chapter	Summary	of	The	Life	Changer	by	Khadijat	Abubakar	Jalli	(Full	Book)For	two	days	following	Ikemefunas	death,	Okonkwo	finds	himself	unable	to	eat	or	sleep;	his	thoughts	are	consumed	by	the
boy	who	is	like	a	son	to	him.	On	the	third	day,	when	his	beloved	daughter	Ezinma	brings	him	the	food	he	finally	requested,	he	silently	wishes	she	were	a	boy.	He	is	troubled	by	how	someone	with	his	martial	reputation	could	react	so	emotionally,	resembling	a	woman	mourning	the	loss	of	a	child.Seeking	to	distract	himself	from	these	thoughts,
Okonkwo	visits	his	friend	Obierika.	He	praises	Obierikas	son	Maduka	for	his	victory	in	the	wrestling	match	and	laments	his	own	sons	lack	of	interest	in	wrestling,	mentally	comparing	him	to	his	own	weak	father,	Unoka.	In	an	attempt	to	reconcile	his	actions	with	his	perception	of	masculinity,	Okonkwo	questions	Obierika	about	why	he	didnt	participate
in	the	killing	of	Ikemefuna.	Obierika	responds	that	he	had	something	better	to	do,	expressing	his	disapproval	of	Okonkwos	role	in	Ikemefunas	death.	He	warns	that	this	action	will	anger	the	Earth,	and	the	Earth	goddess	will	seek	revenge.Okonkwo	finally	experiences	a	restful	nights	sleep	since	the	killing	of	Ikemefuna	when	suddenly,	he	is	startled	by
a	knock	on	his	door.	His	wife	Ekwefi	informs	him	that	Ezinma	is	gravely	ill.	Ezinma,	Ekwefis	only	surviving	child,	is	the	center	of	her	world;	her	nine	other	children	succumbed	to	illness	in	infancy.	Ezinma	also	holds	a	special	place	in	Okonkwos	heart,	and	he	sometimes	wishes	she	had	been	born	a	boy.	Currently,	she	writhes	in	pain,	suffering	from
fever,	while	Okonkwo	gathers	leaves,	grasses,	and	barks	for	her	treatment.Ezinma	has	battled	illness	throughout	her	life,	leading	many	to	label	her	as	an	evil	ogbanje,	a	child	who	dies	young	because	of	possession	by	an	evil	spirit	that	repeatedly	enters	and	exits	the	mothers	womb.	However,	Ezinma	has	outlived	Ekwefis	other	children,	and	Ekwefi
remains	hopeful	that	fate	will	grant	her	daughter	a	long	and	happy	life.	A	year	earlier,	Ekwefi	found	solace	when	a	medicine	man	discovered	Ezinmas	iyi-uwa,	a	buried	object	believed	to	be	placed	by	ogbanje	children.	Ezinma	led	the	medicine	man	to	the	exact	spot	where	the	object	was	buried,	confirming	her	belief	that	her	surviving	child	would	defy
the	fate	of	her	deceased	siblings.This	chapter	depicts	a	public	trial	in	Igbo	society.	At	a	village	gathering,	elders	sit	on	stools	while	other	men	stand	behind	them,	and	women	observe	from	a	slight	distance.	Nine	empty	stools	represent	the	egwugwu,	who	embody	the	spirits	of	ancestors.	Two	groups	of	men,	representing	the	disputing	families,	await	the
proceedings	officiated	by	the	costumed	egwugwu,	who	arrive	ceremoniously	from	a	nearby	house.As	the	egwugwu	approaches,	Okonkwos	wives	notice	the	second	egwugwus	familiar	gait,	reminiscent	of	Okonkwos.	Despite	Okonkwos	absence	among	the	elders,	they	remain	silent	about	this	peculiar	detail.The	egwugwu	hear	the	case	of	Uzowulu,	who
claims	his	in-laws	took	his	wife	Mgbafo	from	his	home	and	demands	the	return	of	the	bride	price.	Mgbafos	brother,	Odukwe,	admits	to	the	allegations,	citing	concern	for	Mgbafos	safety	due	to	Uzowulus	abuse.	He	proposes	that	Mgbafo	return	only	if	Uzowulu	promises	to	stop	beating	her.After	deliberation,	the	egwugwu	leader,	Evil	Forest,	returns
with	a	verdict.	He	instructs	Uzowulu	to	bring	wine	to	his	in-laws	and	invites	Mgbafo	back	home,	emphasizing	that	domestic	violence	is	not	honorable.	Evil	Forest	directs	Odukwe	to	accept	the	offer	and	allow	Mgbafos	return.	Once	the	matter	is	resolved,	an	elder	wonders	why	such	a	minor	dispute	reached	them.	Another	elder	explains	that	Uzowulu
only	obeys	commands	from	the	egwugwu.As	Okonkwo	relaxes	in	his	hut	after	dinner,	he	listens	to	the	tales	told	by	his	wives	and	children,	sharing	in	the	warmth	of	their	storytelling.	Ekwefi	recounts	a	story	about	the	Tortoise,	while	Ezinma,	her	daughter,	prepares	to	share	her	own	tale.	Suddenly,	their	evening	is	interrupted	by	the	piercing	cry	of
Chielo,	the	priestess	of	Agbala,	demanding	to	see	Ezinma.	Despite	Okonkwos	plea	for	the	girl	to	rest	until	morning,	Chielo	remains	resolute	and	insists	on	taking	Ezinma	to	Agbalas	shrine.Ezinma,	frightened	by	the	priestesss	arrival,	clings	to	Chielos	back	as	they	depart	for	Agbalas	cave,	leaving	Ekwefi	anxious	and	determined	to	follow.	Through	the
dark	woods,	Ekwefi	trails	behind,	careful	not	to	be	noticed.	Chielo	senses	her	presence	and	utters	a	curse,	but	Ekwefi	remains	undeterred,	silently	continuing	her	pursuit.As	they	approach	Agbalas	cave,	Ekwefi	waits	outside,	longing	for	another	chance	to	see	her	daughter.	Suddenly,	she	hears	someone	approachingits	Okonkwo,	armed	with	a	machete,
intent	on	taking	her	place	in	the	cave.	However,	Ekwefi	insists	on	staying,	desperate	to	reunite	with	her	daughter.After	Chielo	spirited	Ezinma	away,	Okonkwo	couldnt	find	rest.	He	made	several	trips	to	the	cave	before	finally	locating	and	joining	Ekwefi,	who	was	waiting	outside.	In	the	early	morning	hours,	when	Chielo	emerged	from	Agbalas	cave
with	Ezinma,	she	ignored	Okonkwo	and	Ekwefi,	taking	the	sleeping	girl	home	to	her	bed,	with	her	parents	following	behind.The	following	day,	the	village	celebrates	the	marriage	of	Obierikas	daughter,	a	close	friend	of	Okonkwo.	The	uri	tradition	involves	the	suitor	presenting	palm	oil	to	every	member	of	the	brides	immediate	and	extended	family.
Ekwefi,	exhausted	from	the	previous	nights	events,	delays	attending	the	celebration	until	Ezinma	awakens	and	has	her	breakfast.	Meanwhile,	Okonkwos	other	wives	and	children	proceed	to	Obierikas	homestead,	with	the	youngest	wife	promising	to	return	early	to	prepare	Okonkwos	afternoon	meal.At	Obierikas	homestead,	preparations	for	the	feast
are	in	full	swing.	Two	goats	are	being	slaughtered	for	soup,	while	another	goat,	purchased	as	a	token	of	appreciation,	awaits	butchering.	Men	discuss	the	magical	medicinal	powers	rumored	to	be	used	in	a	neighboring	village,	while	women	prepare	food	for	the	celebration.	Amidst	the	cooking,	they	hear	a	cry	indicating	that	a	dairy	cow	has	broken
loose.	Leaving	some	women	to	tend	to	the	cooking,	the	rest	rush	to	retrieve	the	cow	and	drive	it	back	to	its	owner,	who	faces	a	substantial	fine.	The	women	coordinate	efforts	to	ensure	the	cow	is	surrounded	and	prevented	from	escaping.In	the	evening,	the	palm	wine	ceremony	begins	as	everyone	gathers	to	drink	the	freshly	produced	wine.	The	new
in-laws	arrive,	presenting	Obierikas	family	with	fifty	pots	of	wine,	a	gesture	of	great	respect.	The	uri	celebrations	continue	into	the	night,	filled	with	singing	and	dancing,	bringing	the	festivities	to	a	joyous	close.In	the	dead	of	night,	the	village	is	jarred	awake	by	the	somber	sounds	of	a	drum	and	a	gun,	signaling	the	passing	of	Ezeudu,	a	revered	figure
in	the	community.	Okonkwo	is	filled	with	dread	as	he	recalls	Ezeudus	warning	against	his	involvement	in	the	killing	of	Ikemefuna.The	entire	village	gathers	for	the	burial	ceremony	of	Ezeudu,	a	distinguished	warrior	who	achieved	three	titles	in	his	lifetime,	a	rare	feat.	Amidst	the	mourning,	men	engage	in	frenzied	dances,	gunfire,	and	lamentations,
honoring	the	esteemed	elder.	The	egwugwu	spirits	emerge,	including	a	spirited	dancer	who	delivers	a	message	for	the	departed	Ezeudu.	As	the	burial	rites	progress,	the	atmosphere	grows	increasingly	intense	with	drumming	and	gunfire.Suddenly,	piercing	cries	erupt	from	the	crowd	as	Ezeudus	sixteen-year-old	son	is	discovered	dead,	a	victim	of	a
tragic	accident.	Okonkwos	gun,	fired	in	salute,	malfunctioned,	resulting	in	a	fatal	injury	to	the	boy.	Such	a	calamity	is	unprecedented	in	the	villages	history,	casting	Okonkwo	into	a	profound	state	of	anguish	and	turmoil.Realizing	the	gravity	of	his	unintentional	act	and	the	wrath	it	incurs	from	the	spirits,	Okonkwo	knows	that	he	and	his	family	must	flee
Umuofia	to	avoid	severe	repercussions.	Amidst	the	anguished	cries	of	his	wives	and	children,	they	hastily	gather	their	essential	belongings,	preparing	to	escape	under	the	cover	of	darkness	to	Mbanta,	Okonkwos	mothers	village.	Okonkwos	loyal	friends,	including	Obierika,	ensure	the	safety	of	his	belongings,	relocating	his	yams	to	Obierikas	compound
for	safekeeping.The	following	day,	a	group	of	village	men,	acting	on	behalf	of	the	earth	goddesss	justice,	visit	Okonkwos	compound	to	mete	out	punishment.	They	destroy	everything	in	sighthis	huts,	livestock,	and	cropsas	retribution	for	the	accidental	death.	Obierika	mourns	Okonkwos	exile	from	the	village,	troubled	by	the	notion	of	such	severe
punishment	for	a	tragic	accident.	Reflecting	on	the	villages	traditions,	he	recalls	the	heartbreaking	fate	of	his	twin	children,	abandoned	in	the	forest	in	adherence	to	custom.Okonkwo	arrives	in	Mbanta,	prepared	to	commence	his	seven-year	exile	as	prescribed	by	custom.	Welcomed	by	his	maternal	uncle,	Uchendu,	now	a	village	elder,	Okonkwo
recounts	his	ordeal,	sharing	his	side	of	the	story.	Uchendu	offers	solace,	organizing	the	necessary	rituals	and	provisions	for	Okonkwos	resettlement.	He	allocates	land	for	Okonkwo	to	build	a	new	compound	for	his	family	and	provides	additional	plots	for	cultivation.	Uchendus	children	contribute	generously,	each	gifting	Okonkwo	with	three	hundred
seed	yams	to	support	his	fresh	start.Despite	the	support,	Okonkwo	finds	little	joy	in	rebuilding	his	life,	lamenting	the	loss	of	his	former	vigor	and	ambition.	He	feels	he	is	merely	biding	his	time	in	Mbanta,	far	from	his	aspirations	of	leadership	in	Umuofia,	and	blames	his	chi	for	thwarting	his	ambitions.	Recognizing	Okonkwos	inner	turmoil,	Uchendu
resolves	to	counsel	him	the	next	day.Gathering	his	children	around,	Uchendu	addresses	Okonkwos	despair	and	frustration.	Through	a	probing	dialogue,	Uchendu	leads	them	to	understand	the	importance	of	returning	to	ones	roots	in	times	of	anger	and	despair.	He	advises	Okonkwo	to	find	solace	in	his	family	and	prepare	them	for	his	eventual	return
to	Umuofia,	urging	him	to	accept	the	support	of	his	relatives	during	his	exile.	Uchendus	words	of	wisdom	offer	Okonkwo	the	reassurance	he	needs	to	acclimate	to	his	new	surroundings	and	find	a	sense	of	peace.In	Okonkwos	second	year	of	exile,	his	dear	friend	Obierika,	accompanied	by	two	other	young	men,	pays	him	a	visit	in	Mbanta.	Amidst	the
warm	reunion,	Obierika	brings	disheartening	news	from	the	village	of	Abame.A	startling	incident	unfolded	when	a	white	man	arrived	in	Abame	riding	a	bicycle,	which	the	villagers	dubbed	as	an	iron	horse.	Initially	met	with	fear,	some	villagers	cautiously	approached	the	white	man,	touching	his	unfamiliar	white	skin.	Seeking	guidance,	the	elders
consulted	their	Oracle,	which	warned	of	impending	doom	and	the	arrival	of	more	white	men	akin	to	locusts.	Despite	the	apprehension,	the	villagers	impulsively	attacked	and	killed	the	white	man,	hanging	his	bicycle	on	their	sacred	tree.Weeks	later,	three	more	white	men	and	a	group	of	locals,	seemingly	ordinary	individuals,	visited	Abame	while	most
villagers	were	away	on	their	farms.	Discovering	the	bicycle	hanging	from	the	tree,	the	visitors	departed,	only	to	return	weeks	later	with	a	larger	contingent.	Tragically,	the	entire	village	was	massacred	during	a	gathering	at	the	Abame	market,	leaving	the	once-thriving	community	deserted	and	desolate.Reflecting	on	the	tragedy,	Okonkwo	and
Uchendu	concur	that	the	Abame	villagers	erred	gravely	by	impulsively	attacking	a	stranger	without	understanding	the	consequences.	While	tales	of	white	men	with	firearms	and	sinister	intentions	circulated,	they	were	dismissed	as	mere	fables	until	the	grim	reality	unfolded	before	them.Arrow	of	God	SummaryCharacter	and	Theme	Analysis	of	No
Longer	at	EaseNo	Longer	At	Ease	SummaryChapter	by	Chapter	(Chapters	Six	to	Nine)	Summary	of	Life	Changer	by	Khadijat	Abubakar	JalliTwo	more	years	pass	before	Obierika	makes	a	second	visit	to	Mbanta,	this	time	bearing	unsettling	news.	White	missionaries	have	made	their	way	into	Umuofia,	establishing	a	Christian	church	and	gaining
converts	among	the	villagers.	However,	the	clan	leaders	dismiss	these	converts	as	efulefu,	considering	them	weak	and	insignificant	individuals	who	hold	no	titles	within	the	clan.Obierikas	main	reason	for	the	visit	is	to	relay	to	Okonkwo	that	he	spotted	Nwoye	in	the	company	of	missionaries	in	Umuofia.	When	questioned,	Nwoye	admitted	to	being	one
of	them	and	distanced	himself	from	his	father,	Okonkwo.Initially	unwilling	to	discuss	Nwoyes	conversion	with	his	friend,	Okonkwo	eventually	opens	up	after	a	conversation	with	Nwoyes	mother.	She	reveals	that	six	men,	including	a	white	missionary,	arrived	in	Mbanta,	sparking	curiosity	among	the	villagers.	Through	an	Igbo	translator,	the	missionary
preached	about	Christianity,	proclaiming	a	new	god	who	would	replace	the	traditional	deities	of	wood	and	stone.	Intrigued	by	the	promise	of	eternal	life	in	the	new	gods	kingdom	and	the	allure	of	modernity,	some	villagers,	including	Nwoye,	were	swayed	by	the	missionaries	teachings.While	Okonkwo	saw	folly	in	the	missionaries	words,	Nwoye	found
solace	and	meaning	in	their	message,	ultimately	leading	to	his	conversion.Chapter	17	continues	the	narrative	of	Nwoyes	conversion	to	Christianity.	The	missionaries	establish	their	camp	in	the	Mbanta	marketplace	and	conduct	Christian	teachings	every	morning.	After	a	few	days,	they	approach	the	clan	leaders	for	land	to	build	a	church,	and	despite
skepticism	from	the	elders,	they	are	granted	a	piece	of	the	Evil	Forest,	reserved	for	those	who	die	from	evil	spirits.To	the	villagers	surprise	and	dismay,	the	missionaries	successfully	construct	the	church	without	incident.	This	achievement	leads	the	people	of	Mbanta	to	believe	that	the	white	men	possess	extraordinary	powers,	especially	when	they
survive	for	twenty-eight	days,	defying	the	spirits	supposed	limitations.	Additionally,	the	missionaries	gain	more	converts,	including	their	first	woman,	previously	known	for	abandoning	her	twins	in	the	forest.	While	the	white	missionary	moves	on	to	Umuofia,	Mr.	Kiaga,	his	translator,	takes	charge	of	the	Mbanta	congregation.When	Okonkwos	cousin
informs	him	of	Nwoyes	presence	in	the	Christian	church,	Okonkwo	confronts	his	son	upon	his	return	home.	Despite	Nwoyes	silence,	Okonkwo	becomes	furious	and	attempts	to	beat	him,	prompting	his	uncle	Uchendu	to	intervene	and	urge	Okonkwo	to	let	his	son	be.	Following	the	incident,	Nwoye	leaves	home,	eventually	settling	in	Umuofia,	where	a
white	preacher	has	established	a	school	for	children.	Although	initially	angered	by	Nwoyes	conversion,	Okonkwo	later	reflects	that	his	sons	actions	are	not	worthy	of	his	wrath.	However,	he	worries	that	his	younger	children	may	also	abandon	their	traditions	and	embrace	Christianity	after	his	death,	which	deeply	concerns	him	given	Nwoyes	perceived
weakness	and	resemblance	to	his	late	father.Initially,	tension	simmers	between	the	Christian	congregation	and	the	clan	in	Mbanta.	The	clan	members	hold	the	belief	that	the	Christians	will	eventually	tire	and	fade	away,	leading	some	to	advocate	for	avoiding	conflict	altogether.	Moreover,	the	continued	practice	of	ancestral	worship	in	the	forest	is
seen	as	a	harbinger	of	the	Christians	eventual	demise.One	day,	three	converts	enter	the	village	proclaiming	the	demise	of	the	traditional	gods	and	threatening	to	desecrate	sacred	sites.	In	response,	the	village	men	administer	a	severe	beating	to	the	converts,	leading	to	a	period	of	relative	calm	between	the	Christians	and	the	faction.	Over	time,
rumors	circulate	about	the	congregation	establishing	its	own	government,	yet	the	villagers	remain	largely	indifferent	until	another	issue	arises.The	outcasts	of	Mbanta,	known	as	the	osu,	reside	in	a	segregated	part	of	the	village	and	are	destined	to	be	buried	in	the	Evil	Forest	upon	their	demise.	Observing	the	congregation	welcoming	twins	into	their
assembly,	the	osu	perceive	a	potential	opening	for	acceptance	in	the	church.	After	two	osu	attend	the	church,	some	converts	voice	dissent,	arguing	that	Mr.	Kiaga	fails	to	grasp	the	repercussions	of	extending	fellowship	to	the	osu.	However,	Mr.	Kiaga	asserts	that	the	osu	are	in	dire	need	of	the	congregations	support	and	extends	them	an	invitation,
guiding	them	to	discard	their	symbols	of	social	stigma,	such	as	their	unkempt	hair.	One	former	convert	returns	to	the	group,	while	others	find	solace	in	the	teachings	of	the	new	religion,	preferring	it	over	traditional	practices.	Many	osu	embrace	the	new	faith	fervently,	becoming	some	of	the	most	dedicated	and	committed	members	of	the
church.Despite	Okonkwos	esteemed	status	in	his	homeland,	he	harbors	a	sense	of	wasted	time	during	his	seven-year	exile.	He	believes	that,	had	it	not	been	for	the	incident	that	led	to	his	banishment,	he	could	have	risen	to	the	peak	of	Umuofias	culture.	As	his	final	year	in	Mbanta	approaches,	Okonkwo	takes	steps	to	rebuild	two	huts	on	the	site	of	his
former	compound	in	Umuofia,	intending	to	complete	the	rest	upon	his	return	in	a	year.Anticipating	his	familys	relocation	to	Umuofia,	Okonkwo	instructs	his	wives	and	children	to	prepare	an	elaborate	feast	for	his	mothers	family	in	Mbanta,	as	a	gesture	of	gratitude	for	their	support	throughout	the	years	of	exile.	The	invitation	extends	to	all	living
relatives	of	his	ancestors	from	two	hundred	years	ago,	who	participate	in	the	feast	by	selecting	and	preparing	vegetables,	slaughtering	goats	and	fowl,	and	crafting	traditional	dishes.During	the	feast,	Uchendu,	recognized	as	the	eldest	man	present,	performs	the	ritual	of	breaking	the	kola	nut	and	offers	prayers	for	the	well-being	of	the	children	and	all
family	members.	As	wine	is	shared,	one	of	the	eldest	children	from	the	clan	expresses	gratitude	to	Okonkwo	for	organizing	the	event.	Subsequently,	Okonkwo	addresses	the	gathered	assembly,	reminding	them	of	the	breakdown	of	families	due	to	the	influence	of	the	new	religion.	He	implores	them	not	to	forsake	the	customs	of	their	ancestors.From	the
outset	of	Okonkwos	exile,	he	envisions	a	grand	return	to	Umuofia.	Determined	to	compensate	for	what	he	perceives	as	seven	wasted	years,	he	plans	to	not	only	rebuild	a	larger	compound	but	also	to	accommodate	two	additional	wives.However,	Okonkwos	triumphant	plans	are	thwarted	when	his	son	Nwoye	converts	to	Christianity,	causing	him
considerable	distress.	Despite	this	setback,	Okonkwo	remains	confident	that	his	other	five	children	will	not	disappoint	him	like	Nwoye.	He	takes	pride	in	his	daughters,	particularly	Ezinma,	who	has	blossomed	into	a	remarkable	young	woman	and	whose	bouts	of	illness	have	significantly	diminished.	Despite	numerous	suitors	vying	for	her	hand	in
marriage	in	Mbanta,	she	declines	them	all,	knowing	her	father	desires	her	to	marry	within	Umuofia.	She	even	encourages	her	stepsister,	Obiageli,	to	pursue	suitors.Okonkwo	is	troubled	by	the	reluctance	of	his	kinsmen	in	Umuofia	to	resist	the	encroachment	of	the	white	mans	religion	and	oppressive	government	through	violence.	His	friend,	Obierika,
explains	that	they	fear	suffering	a	fate	similar	to	Abame,	a	village	destroyed	by	the	white	man.	Obierika	recounts	an	incident	of	a	villager	hanged	by	the	government	over	a	land	dispute,	warning	that	any	violent	retaliation	would	only	sow	discord	among	clans	already	divided	by	the	spread	of	Christianity.	He	questions	the	peaceful	inception	of	the
white	mans	religion,	contrasting	it	with	the	subsequent	harshness	of	their	governance,	which	disregards	local	traditions	and	voices.Not	all	members	of	the	Igbo	community	in	Umuofia	resist	the	changes	unfolding.	The	Europeans	bring	prosperity	to	the	villages	through	the	export	of	palm	oil	and	palm	nut	kernels.The	white	missionary,	Mr.	Brown,



seizes	the	opportunity	to	familiarize	himself	with	Igbo	religious	practices,	engaging	in	frequent	discussions	about	religion	with	one	of	the	village	elders.	Their	conversations	delve	into	the	structures,	rituals,	and	beliefs	surrounding	their	respective	deities.	Mr.	Brown	restrains	the	fervent	members	of	his	congregation	from	provoking	villagers	who
adhere	to	traditional	customs.	Through	his	patient	approach,	Mr.	Brown	builds	rapport	with	some	of	the	elders	who	become	receptive	to	his	message.Encouraging	the	tribe	to	enroll	their	children	in	his	school,	Mr.	Brown	emphasizes	education	as	key	to	maintaining	control	of	their	land.	Gradually,	individuals	across	different	age	groups	heed	his
message	and	attend	his	school.	While	Mr.	Browns	efforts	bolster	the	influence	of	the	whites	and	the	church,	his	zealousness	takes	a	toll	on	his	health,	eventually	forcing	him	to	return	home.Before	departing,	Mr.	Brown	visits	Okonkwo	to	inform	him	that	Nwoye,	now	known	as	Isaac,	has	been	sent	to	a	distant	teaching	school.	Okonkwo	dismisses	the
missionary	and	warns	him	never	to	return.Okonkwo	finds	everything	about	the	transformed	Umuofia	disheartening.	His	homecoming	falls	short	of	his	expectations,	with	few	acknowledging	his	return.	Unable	to	proceed	with	the	ceremonies	for	his	sons,	as	they	are	held	only	once	every	three	years,	he	laments	the	dissolution	of	the	old	way	of	life,
witnessing	the	once	proud	Umuofians	becoming	soft	like	women.	He	mourns	for	the	village,	which	he	perceives	as	crumbling	and	disintegratinga	sentiment	that	echoes	the	books	title.The	new	leader	of	the	Christian	church,	Reverend	James	Smith,	starkly	contrasts	with	his	predecessor,	Mr.	Brown,	showing	no	sympathy,	generosity,	or
accommodation.	He	disdains	Mr.	Browns	approach	to	leadership,	believing	that	Mr.	Brown	prioritized	conversions	over	genuine	Christian	transformation.	Determined	to	return	the	church	to	what	he	perceives	as	the	narrow	way,	Mr.	Smith	finds	fault	with	the	beliefs	and	practices	of	many	newly	converted	believers,	accusing	Mr.	Brown	of	neglecting
their	spiritual	development.Mr.	Smiths	disdain	for	local	customs	becomes	evident	when	he	dismisses	a	woman	from	the	congregation	because	her	husband	had	performed	the	traditional	mutilation	ritual	on	their	deceased	ogbanje	child.	He	condemns	such	practices	as	the	work	of	the	devil,	refusing	to	accept	any	cultural	significance	they	may	hold.In
response	to	Enochs	provocative	actions,	egwugwu	from	all	villages	converge	in	the	marketplace	and	raze	Enochs	compound	to	the	ground.	Seeking	refuge	in	the	church	compound,	Enoch	is	pursued	by	the	egwugwu.	Mr.	Smith	confronts	the	masked	figures	at	the	church	entrance,	but	they	advance	toward	the	church	until	their	leader	intervenes.	The
egwugwu	leader	reminds	Mr.	Smith	of	the	friendship	they	shared	with	Mr.	Brown,	ensuring	Mr.	Smiths	safety	but	making	clear	their	intention	to	dismantle	the	church,	which	they	perceive	as	the	source	of	many	problems	for	the	Igbo.	Despite	Mr.	Smiths	attempts	to	negotiate,	the	egwugwu	proceed	to	destroy	the	church,	fulfilling	the	demands	of	the
clans	ancestral	spirits.Okonkwo	experiences	a	resurgence	of	pride	as	he	perceives	a	revival	of	traditional	customs	within	the	tribe.	He	successfully	convinces	the	men	of	Umuofia	to	arm	themselves,	aiming	to	avoid	the	vulnerability	that	led	to	the	tragedy	in	Abame.Three	days	later,	Okonkwo	and	five	others	are	summoned	to	the	District	Commissioners
office,	a	summons	they	feel	compelled	to	heed	out	of	respect	for	tradition.	Despite	their	decision	not	to	carry	firearms,	opting	for	blades	instead,	they	are	met	with	hostility	from	the	colonial	authorities.During	the	meeting,	an	attempt	to	explain	the	destruction	of	the	church	is	abruptly	halted	by	the	District	Commissioner,	who	resorts	to	forceful
measures	against	Okonkwo	and	his	companions.	They	are	unjustly	detained	and	subjected	to	harsh	treatment,	including	physical	violence	and	deprivation	of	basic	necessities,	by	the	court	messengers.Despite	the	mistreatment,	the	villagers	of	Umuofia	are	informed	of	the	situation	by	the	court	emissaries.	In	a	gesture	of	submission	to	colonial
authority,	they	agree	to	pay	a	fine	imposed	upon	them,	reflecting	the	oppressive	power	dynamics	at	play.Okonkwo	and	his	companions	are	released	from	custody,	but	the	reception	they	receive	from	their	fellow	clansmen	is	cold	and	distant.	As	they	return	to	the	village,	Okonkwos	wounds	serve	as	a	visible	reminder	of	the	brutality	they	endured.
Despite	the	solemn	atmosphere,	only	Obierika	dares	to	engage	with	Okonkwo.The	following	day,	anticipation	mounts	as	a	meeting	is	convened.	Okonkwo,	consumed	by	a	mixture	of	bitterness	and	excitement,	prepares	for	potential	conflict	and	vows	vengeance.	He	is	prepared	to	join	Umuofia	in	battle	or	seek	retribution	alone	if	necessary.Villagers
from	across	the	nine	villages	gather	for	the	meeting,	where	Okika,	one	of	the	former	detainees,	voices	his	grievances.	He	laments	the	betrayal	of	their	gods	and	calls	for	resistance	against	the	encroaching	British	influence,	even	if	it	means	turning	against	their	own	kin.However,	the	gathering	is	abruptly	interrupted	by	court	messengers,	sent	to	halt
the	proceedings.	In	a	sudden	act	of	defiance,	Okonkwo	strikes	and	kills	the	messengers	leader.	Despite	his	actions,	the	villagers	allow	the	other	messengers	to	escape,	signaling	the	inevitability	of	their	submission	to	colonial	authority.In	this	pivotal	moment,	Okonkwo	realizes	the	futility	of	his	desire	for	war	and	understands	that	the	era	of	resistance
has	come	to	an	end.The	District	Commissioner	arrives	at	Okonkwos	compound	accompanied	by	soldiers	and	court	messengers,	demanding	to	see	Okonkwo.	Initially,	Obierika	denies	Okonkwos	presence,	but	under	duress,	he	reveals	Okonkwos	fate	and	seeks	assistance	from	the	group.Obierika	leads	the	District	Commissioner	to	the	tree	where
Okonkwo	has	taken	his	own	life.	He	requests	help	to	retrieve	the	body,	emphasizing	the	taboo	nature	of	suicide	and	insisting	that	only	strangers	may	handle	it	and	perform	the	burial	rites.In	a	moment	of	anger,	Obierika	confronts	the	District	Commissioner,	condemning	the	colonial	influence	that	led	to	Okonkwos	tragic	demise.	He	asserts	Okonkwos
greatness	and	accuses	the	Commissioner	of	driving	him	to	suicide,	declaring	that	Okonkwo	will	be	treated	with	disrespect	in	death.Despite	Obierikas	protest,	the	District	Commissioner	orders	his	men	to	remove	the	body.	As	the	novel	concludes,	the	Commissioner	sees	this	event	as	noteworthy	for	his	upcoming	book,	intending	to	title	it	The
Pacification	of	the	Primitive	Tribes	of	the	Lower	Niger.	Okonkwowas	a	famous	man	in	his	village	and	surrounding	areas,	for	having	defeated	the	most	popular	wrestler	Amalinze	the	Cat,	at	the	age	of	eighteen.	Their	fight	was	considered	the	fiercest	since	one	of	the	village	men	had	engaged	a	spirit	in	a	duel	for	seven	nights	and	days.	Amalinze	was
crafty	and	deft	as	a	cat	but	Okonkwo	was	as	slippery	as	a	fish;	Okonkwo	had	won	the	fight	easily	and	now,	twenty	years	later,	he	was	still	famous	and	respected.	He	was	a	tall	man	with	bushy	eyebrows	and	a	severe	look	on	his	face.	He	had	a	spring	in	his	step	and	a	slight	stutter;	if	angered,	he	used	his	fists	more	than	his	words	and	had	no	patience	for
unsuccessful	men,	such	as	his	father.	Okonkwos	fatherUnokawas	a	lazy	man	who	had	many	debts	and	only	indulged	in	merrymaking	and	wine-drinking.	He	was	a	musician	who	played	the	flute	beautifully	and	was	only	truly	happy	in	the	midst	of	music	or	when	he	was	drinking.	Unlike	his	son,	Unoka	had	a	stoop	and	a	haggard,	tired	look.	Unoka	was
happiest	during	the	harvest	season,	when	his	music	band	was	invited	to	play	for	several	villages.	The	weather	was	perfectneither	too	hot	nor	too	cold	and	the	sun	would	shine	benevolently	over	the	fields.	At	such	times,	Unoka	would	look	at	the	sky	and	remember	his	childhoodsinging	when	he	spotted	a	kite	flying.	He	was	a	romantic	man,	very	much	in
tune	with	nature.	However,	as	an	adult,	Unoka	was	a	failure	who	could	barely	provide	square	meals	to	his	family	and	was	perennially	in	debt.	He	was	once	visited	by	a	neighbor	called	Okoye.	The	two	men	exchanged	formalities	over	the	breaking	of	the	kola	nut	and	alligator	pepper.This	was	a	traditional	greeting	in	the	Igbo	societyto	share	a	kola	nut
with	a	visiting	guest.	They	spoke	of	the	seasons	harvest,	heavy	rains,	and	an	impending	local	war.	These	topics	depressed	Unoka	who	began	talking	of	music;	it	swelled	his	heart	with	joy	to	discuss	music.	Okoye	was	a	musician	too	but	he	knew	how	to	provide	for	his	family	and	was	going	to	take	on	theidemilititlethe	third	highest	in	the	land.	This	was
an	expensive	ceremony	and	Okoye	had	come	to	collect	his	debts	from	Unoka.	However,	the	Igbo	people	never	spoke	directly	of	delicate	matterssuch	things	were	discussed	in	proverbs.	Unoka	responded	to	his	neighbors	request	with	bursts	of	laughter,	saying	he	could	not	return	the	money	to	him	yet	as	he	would	pay	his	bigger	debts	before	he	came	to
his	smaller	ones.	Unoka	died	in	debt	and	this	was	a	source	of	great	misery	to	his	son,	Okonkwo.	Fortunately,	Igbo	society	judged	the	worth	of	a	man	on	his	own	merit	and	not	his	ancestors.	Okonkwo	had	risen	to	the	ranks	of	a	great	man	by	being	a	famous	wrestler,	having	shown	his	prowess	in	two	intertribal	wars,	and	a	successful	farmer,	with	three
wives	and	two	titles.	On	account	of	his	early	fame	and	respect,	Okonkwo	was	given	the	responsibility	of	a	young,	ill-fated	boy	calledIkemefunawho	was	sacrificed	to	the	village	of	Umuofia	(Okonkwos	village)	by	the	neighboring	clan	to	avoid	war	and	bloodshed.	In	the	village	of	Umuofia,	lives	Unoka	the	musician	and	his	ambitious	son	Okonkwo.	Unoka
is	a	dreamer	who	is	respectful	yet	cowardly	and	he	dies	in	debt.	His	son	Okonkwo	cannot	be	more	different	from	his	fatherhe	is	ambitious,	competitive,	and	clearly	has	a	plan	for	life.	As	a	young	man,	Okonkwo	is	already	very	successful	and	is	counted	amongst	the	clans	most	respected	men.	While	Unoka	is	fun-loving	and	simpleminded,	Okonkwo	is
sharp	and	impatient.	And	on	account	of	his	position,	Okonkwo	is	given	the	responsibility	of	the	boy	Ikemefuna.

Summary	of	chapter	2	of	things	fall	apart.	What	is	the	summary	of	chapter	11	in	things	fall	apart.	Summary	things	fall	apart.	Summary	of	things	fall	apart	chapter	17.	Summary	of	things	fall	apart	chapter	12.
Things	fall	apart	summary	per	chapter.	Things	fall	apart	summary	chapter	20.


