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What are the most pressing issues in the world today? What will demand the most attention in the next 5, 10, and 20+ years? In this article, which frequently refers to the World Economic Forum’s 17th Edition of the Global Risks Report, we’ll highlight 20 current global issues we must address, including issues related to climate change, COVID-19,
social rights, and more. While it’s hardly a comprehensive discussion, it’s a solid introduction to the kinds of concerns facing our world today. In fall 2022, the World Bank will update the International Poverty Line from $1.90 to $2.15. This means anyone living on less than $2.15 is in “extreme poverty.” Why the change? Increases in the costs of food,
clothing, and shelter between 2011-2017 make the “real value of $2.15 in 2017 prices equal to $1.90 in 2011 prices. As for the World Bank’s goal to reduce extreme poverty to 3% or less by 2030, the pandemic has made it even harder. Extreme poverty isn’t the only poverty we have to contend with. 62% of the global population lives on less than
$10/day. While there’s been progress over the years, the end of poverty is still far off. Learn more about tackling poverty with an online course: Poverty & Population: How Demographics Shape Policy (Columbia University) The IPCC released its sixth report in 2022. In its summary for policy-makers, the report’s authors outlined a series of near-term,
mid-term, and long-term risks. If global warming reaches 1.5°C in the near term (2021-2040), it would cause “unavoidable increases in multiple climate hazards,” as well as “multiple risks to ecosystems and humans.” In the long term, climate change will present major health issues, premature deaths, risks to cities and settlements, and other dangers.
Mitigation is desperately needed - and fast. Because of climate change’s connection to other issues on this list, it’s one of the most serious challenges facing humanity. Learn more about climate change with an online course: Science and Engineering of Climate Change (EDHEC Business School) According to the 2022 Global Report on Food Crises,
which is produced by the Global Network against Food Crises, the number of people in crisis or worse is the highest it’s been in the six years since the report has existed. Close to 193 million people were experiencing acute food insecurity in 2021, which is an increase of almost 40 million since 2020. This represents a staggering 80% increase since
2016. Causes include “economic shocks,” like an increase in global food prices. Domestic food price inflation in low-income countries also rose a lot. “Weather-related disasters” are also a big driver. For 15.7 million people in 15 countries, it was the primary driver of acute food insecurity. Learn more about food insecurity with an online course:
Feeding the World (University of Pennsylvania) According to UNHCR, the war in Ukraine sparked the fastest-growing refugee crisis since WWII. Almost 6 million (as of May 10, 2022) people have fled. The UNCHR'’s Refugee Brief, which compiles the week’s biggest refugee stories, has recently described situations in places like Somalia, where
thousands of people were displaced due to severe drought. Between January and mid-April, more than 36,000 refugees from Nigeria, Mali, and Burkina Faso arrived in Niger. These are only a few examples of the refugee crises, which endangers already marginalized groups - like women and children - and puts them at an increased risk of trafficking,
violence, and death. Learn more about refugee rights with an online course: Refugees in the 21st Century (University of London) The WHO declared COVID-19 a pandemic in March 2022. It will continue to be a major issue for the world. The WEF’s Global Risks Report 2022 discusses COVID’s effects at length, including major economic recovery
disparities and social erosion. According to a January 2022 article from NPR, there are also issues with vaccinations as many countries continue to have trouble getting doses. Distribution, vaccine hesitancy, healthcare systems, and other problems also factor into low vaccination rates. While we may never know the exact impact, the WHO estimates
that between 1 January 2020 and 31 December 2021, there were around 14.9 million excess deaths linked to COVID-19. Learn more about the impact of COVID-19 with an online course: Life After COVID-19: Get Ready for our Post-Pandemic Future (Institute for the Future) COVID-19 taught the world the importance of prepardeness. In a Harvard
blog, Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, director-general of the WHO, outlined the lessons the world should take to heart. The first: science has to guide policy. The politicization of the pandemic led to a lot of unnecessary damage. Another lesson is that science must pair with equity or it can actually make inequalities worse. This is obvious when
looking at how low-income countries struggled to get the vaccines while wealthier countries stocked up. More resilient healthcare systems are also a must, as well as more coherent, global plans on how to respond. The world must also invest in research on contagious diseases, zoonotic diseases, the effectiveness of outbreak responses, and more.
Learn more about future pandemic response with an online course: Pandemic preparedness, prevention, and response (Politecnico di Milano) The healthcare industry has experienced major shifts due to the COVID-19 pandemic. According to the World Economic Forum, there’s been new investments and innovations, especially from the technology
and telehealth sectors. In 2021, $44 billion was spent on health innovation. The world will be seeing the effects of these innovations for years to come, though equity will no doubt be a major issue. In places like the United States, the pandemic also reaffirmed how broken healthcare systems can be. In an MIT News blog, Andrea Campbell, a professor
of political science, says the pandemic revealed a “dire need” for investments in public-health infrastructure, as well as a need to expand healthcare access and insurance coverage. Learn more about health inequity issues with an online course: Addressing Racial Health Inequity in Healthcare (University of Michigan) Globally, almost 1 billion people
have some form of mental disorder. The pandemic made the world’s mental health worse. According to a scientific brief from the WHO, there’s been a 25% increase in anxiety and depression worldwide. Causes include social isolation, fear of sickness, grief, and financial anxieties. Health workers were also severely impacted, as well as young women
and girls. The brief also highlights how the pandemic disrupted many mental health services, including services for substance abuse. Countries need to ensure access to mental health services as part of their COVID-19 recovery plans and beyond. It’s an economic decision, as well. The Lancet states that anxiety and depression alone cost the global
economy around $1 trillion a year. Learn more about mental health with an online course: The Science of Well-Being (Yale University) According to the WHO, over 1 billion people have some form of disability. Half can’t afford healthcare. They’'re also more likely to live in poverty than those without a disability, have poorer health outcomes, and have
less access to work and education opportunities. Human Rights Watch lists other discriminations disabled people face, such as an increased risk of violence. There’s been progress regarding disability rights, but many countries lack strong protections. The world still has a long way to go to ensure equality for those with disabilities. Learn more about
disability rights with an online courses: Disability Awareness and Support (University of Pittsburgh) Members of the LGBTQ+ community face discrimination in many forms. According to Amnesty International, discrimination can target sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, and sex characteristics. Even in more progressive countries
like the United States, people face violence and discrimination. According to the Human Rights Campaign, more than 300 anti-LGBTQ+ bills were proposed in 2022. At least a dozen states are considering legislation that forbids schools from discussing or using a curriculum that covers sexual orientation and gender identity. Considering the United
States’ influence in the world, this attack on LGBTQ+ rights will likely have consequences that need to be addressed. Learn more about LGBTQ+ issues with an online courses. Reproductive justice - which encompasses more than just abortion rights - is threatened by legislation, lack of funding, lack of education, and restricted healthcare access. In
most places, wealth is a big determinant of whether a person can access reproductive services. It’s better in some places than others, but as we’ve seen with other issues on this list, even “progressive” countries like the United States are experiencing major shifts. In June 2022, the Supreme Court is expected to overrule Roe v. Wade, a milestone
court case that protected a pregnant woman'’s right to abortion. The impact would be immediate and will likely influence other countries. Learn more about reproductive justice and women'’s rights: International Women’s Health and Human Rights (Stanford University) Children are a very vulnerable group. In 2019, around 5.2 million children under
five from mostly preventable and treatable causes. 2.4 million were newborns under 28 days old. Leading causes include preterm birth complications, pneumonia, and malaria. According to UNICEF, the climate crisis also represents a severe threat to kids. Around 1 billion kids live in “extremely high-risk countries” that are hit by the worst effects of
climate change. 920 kids have trouble accessing clean water and 600 million are exposed to vector-borne diseases like malaria. Child labor also remains an issue. At the beginning of 2020, around 160 million were forced into labor while COVID-19 put 9 million more kids at risk. That’s almost 1 in 10 children globally. Almost half are in dangerous
environments. As is often the case, the other issues on this list - climate change, poverty, COVID, gender equality, etc - factor into children’s rights. Learn more about children’s rights: Children’s Human Rights - An Interdisciplinary Introduction (University of Geneva) Global gender equality has gradually improved over the years, but data from the
2021 Global Gender Report shows that the end of the global gender gap is still 135 years away. The pandemic played a huge role in reversing positive trends as women were hit harder financially. According to Oxfam, women experienced a 5% job loss while men experienced 3.9%. That means women lost about $800 million in 2020. This is a low
estimate since it doesn’t count the informal economy, which includes millions of women. Women are also more likely to live in poverty, more affected by gender-based violence, and more affected by climate change. Learn more about gender equality: Gender Analytics: Gender Equity through Inclusive Design (University of Toronto) The WEF’s Global
Risks Report 2022 (page 9) listed cybersecurity vulnerabilities as a concern. The reason is rapid digitalization, which was triggered in part by COVID-19. Many “advanced economies” are now at a higher risk for cyberattacks. GRPS respondents identified cybersecurity failure as a critical short-term risk. In 2020, malware and ransomware attacks went
up by 358% and 435%. There are a few reasons for this, including better (and easier) attack methods and poor governance. Cyberattacks have a swath of serious consequences and erode public trust. As countries become more dependent on digitalization, their cybersecurity needs to keep up. Learn more about cybersecurity: IBM Cybersecurity
Analyst Professional Certificate (IBM) Rapid digitalization comes with many issues, including the lightning-fast spread of disinformation. The WEF report describes deepfakes, an accessible Al technology, and its potential to sway elections and other political outcomes. Disinformation doesn’t need to be sophisticated to be successful, however. Through
social media posts and videos, twelve anti-vax activists were responsible for almost %4 of all anti-vaccine content on platforms like Facebook and Twitter. Their content flooded the internet with the type of harmful, fear-mongering disinformation that played a significant role in vaccine hesitancy and political radicalization. Because disinformation
travels faster online than the truth, it’s a global issue that should be addressed. Learn more about tackling disinformation: Communicating Trustworthy Information in the Digital World (University of Rotterdam) According to the Varieties of Democracy Institute (as reported in The Economist), about 85% of people live in a country where press freedom
has gone down in the past 5 years. After peaking at .65 in the early 2000s and 2011, the global average dropped to .49 in 2021. Major countries like China, India, Russia, Brazil, and Turkey saw significant declines. Journalists and news organizations face threats like violence, imprisonment, lack of funding, and coordinated online attacks and
harassment. A free press is essential to a functioning democracy. Without press freedom, all human rights are at risk. Learn more about freedom of expression: Human Rights for Open Societies (Utrecht University) In the WEF Global Risks Report (page 7), respondents named debt crises as one of the most pressing issues over the next decade, though
respondents believe they will become most serious in just 3-5 years. COVID-19 is a big reason why. Government stimulus was necessary, but many countries are now left with debt burdens. For corporate and public finances in large economies, debt burdens can lead to defaults, bankruptcies, insolvency, and more. This is a far-reaching issue as it
affects budgets for areas like healthcare and green energy. Learn more about the debt: Finance for everyone - Debt (McMaster University) Corruption encompasses a host of actions such as bribery, election manipulation, fraud, and state capture. The World Bank Group names corruption as a barrier to ending extreme poverty and “boosting shared
prosperity” for the poorest populations. When it comes to addressing poverty, climate change, healthcare, gender equality, and more, corruption gets in the way. Because corruption is a global problem, global solutions are necessary. Reform, better accountability systems, and open processes will all help. Learn more about tackling corruption: What is
Corruption: Anti-Corruption and Compliance (University of Pennsylvania) According to Freedom House, global democracy is eroding. That includes countries with long-established democracies. In their 2022 report, the organization reveals that global freedom has been declining for the past 16 years. 60 countries faced declines in the last year. Only
25 saw improvements. Only 20% of the global population lives in Free countries. China, Russia, and other authoritarian countries have gained more power in the international system, while countries with established democracies - like the United States - are losing their freedoms. What can be done? Freedom House says success “requires a bold,
sustained response that establishes support for democracy and countering authoritarianism.” Governments and citizens engage and stand for democracy. Learn more about tackling authoritarianism: Citizenship and the Rule of Law (University of London) Addressing the issues in this article is not an easy task. True progress is only possible through
global cooperation, a fact which is woven through the WEF report. Everything from addressing cybersecurity threats to humanitarian emergencies to protecting democracy depends on strong cooperation between countries. As the report says in its preface: “Restoring trust and fostering cooperation within and between countries will be crucial to
addressing these challenges and preventing the world from drifting further apart.” The challenges threatening global cooperation are just as clear as the need, however, which makes it one of the most serious issues of the day. Learn more about global cooperation: Global Diplomacy: the United Nations in the World Poorly chosen topics for your
position paper may result in insufficient research material, impacting your ability to build a strong and well-supported position. Over the years, I've guided college students in conveying arguments effectively with the right topic. For this guide, I'm listing the best position paper topics to make compelling and relevant arguments.The Top Position
Paper TopicsSome of the most popular position paper topics include civil rights, which examines issues related to equality, discrimination, and social justice. You could also consider writing a paper about capital punishment and climate change, addressing their challenges and potential solutions. You may also explore the ethical and legal implications
of health insurance, social security, and human trafficking.Below is a list of topics you can use to write your argumentative essay and formulate your position on a particular issue. Improve your college study skills by researching and writing about these position paper topics.Civil rights refers to one of the most consequential struggles in American
history. Often discussed in law, social justice, and human services degrees, the controversy pits groups, organizations, and communities that advocate for greater racial equality against those who work to maintain or advance a white racial hierarchy.The climate change debate concerns the impact of human activity on the earth’s temperature and its
impact on weather patterns, plant life, wildlife, and human health. This is particularly a good topic if you're interested in pursuing a degree in environmental science.Capital punishment or the death penalty is a form of legal punishment administered by the state. It has long been the subject of constitutional, philosophical, and practical disagreement,
and legal fluctuation in degrees like criminal justice and law.Usually for law and criminal justice degrees, compelling essays on violations of human rights address critical issues that impact human dignity, freedom, and global stability. For instance, you can discuss the impact of human trafficking and its implications for criminal justice systems.Often
discussed in health systems management and social work degrees, the social security controversy is a complex economic and philosophical debate over how it should be funded, dispersed, and managed. You can also argue issues on health insurance, including access, healthcare expenses, and coverage based on employment and socioeconomic
status.Technological advancements behind AI, machine learning, and automation are among the highly debated topics in data science and analytics. With your training and knowledge from college, you can write arguments on genetic studies and artificial intelligence issues.Arguments on animal tests present an ethical dilemma regarding the use of
animals in scientific research for the animal science and veterinary technology fields. When writing, you can weigh the potential benefits against concerns for animal welfare and cruelty.Advancing the public discussion on women’s rights is among the most discussed topics in a gender studies degree. Arguments for women’s rights aim to improve
gender equity through legislation, activism, public service, and political participation.In religious studies degree programs, debate persists over the meaning of religious freedom and whether this freedom can be used to exempt groups from certain laws, including anti-discrimination laws. The controversy over atheism concerns disagreement between
those who believe in the existence of deities and those who do not.Concerns about the minimum wage> are common arguments college students may encounter in economics and labor law courses. The controversy over labor unions shows conflicting ideals, methods, and goals between labor leaders and businesses.Often discussed in degrees with
reparatory justice courses, reparations controversies remain relevant, as advocates, activists, and public leaders continue to call for some form of reparations. This applies to both compensation for slavery and for the injustices visited upon succeeding generations of Black Americans.Students completing a degree in cybersecurity can also use research
to fight against criminal hacking. In your position paper, you can discuss the lawful, unlawful, ethical, and unethical aspects of hacking.For those considering a degree in psychology, your position paper can discuss extremism'’s ideologies, methods, and prevention. You can investigate how psychological factors can lead people to get involved with
extremism.In political science degrees, the debate over the Electoral College is an ongoing controversy because critics argue that this model renders the national popular vote meaningless, undermines the principle of “one person, one vote,” and results in widespread voter disenfranchisement.The outsourcing topic in the field of economics centers on
the conflicting interests of corporate profitability and free market capitalism on one side. On the other side, there are concerns over heightened American unemployment and the exploitation of low-wage workers.Often discussed in social science and international relations degrees, the issues over foreign aid divide those who believe there are
strategic, economic, and moral imperatives justifying this use of American resources. Some believe this is a misappropriation of funding that should instead be spent on domestic priorities.Nuclear energy aims to replace the use of fossil fuels to generate electricity. Generally part of nuclear physics and engineering degree programs, the debate over
nuclear energy concerns its safety, environmental impact, capacity for civil energy production, and proliferation as a source of potentially catastrophic weaponry.Frequently debated in social justice and human rights law degree programs, the issues concerning affirmative action divide those who believe this is an effective way to push back against the
sociological impact of systemic discrimination versus those who believe affirmative action is either ineffective or is, itself, a discriminatory policy.Position paper arguments over charter schools concern the belief that charter schools are a valuable alternative to traditional public schooling. Especially for education management-related programs,
papers can also discuss its implications for disadvantaged or at-risk student populations versus the belief that charter schools divert funding and resources from traditional public schools.Black Lives Matter is a modern protest movement centered around civil rights causes impacting Black Americans. As a common topic in sociology and political
science programs, your paper can discuss and make arguments based on police brutality, vigilante violence, and institutional inequality in the American legal system. Back to Top A position paper topic is a prolonged public dispute or debate. Many of these issues raise strong enough disagreements, contributing to a student’s political action, protest,
and policy development through research and arguments.As you build a career based on the ideas you're learning to defend today, you will encounter controversy in modern education. College offers an amazing opportunity to explore these issues, and to determine where you fit into the conversation.With your research paper, you can

question your assumptions, defend your ideas, and train to probe for a more complete understanding of the controversial issues defining our times.Wherever you are in your educational journey, you should embrace the opportunity to explore some of the most important debate topics. Back to Top Methodology: How I Choose These Topics and What
Are the LimitationsAt AcademiclInfluence, influence rankings are used to identify and rank the best topics for a position paper. The methodology includes a point-based way of scoring the permeation, visibility, frequency, and quality of mentions.Using my ranking analytics tool, I applied the same standard to measuring the breadth of a given topic.
Those topics that scored the most “influence points,” based on page views and social media links.While some historical notes included may touch on controversy in countries other than the U.S., this is, by design, an ethnocentric list of American issues.You will agree with some of the figures on each list, while you will disagree with some of them. You
may even be offended by the inclusion of some influencers in our discussion. Inclusion is not an endorsement; it is merely an acknowledgment of influence, for better or worse. Back to Top Related QuestionsWhat Makes a Good Position Paper Topic?Good position paper topics should allow for a strong argument and thesis to be developed. You also
need to support it with comprehensive research or interviews from credible sources.How can I Develop a Topic for a Position Essay?To select position paper topics, start by identifying a field of interest, then brainstorm broad ideas and conduct preliminary research to narrow the scope. Gather printed materials and analyze similar papers by other
authors, making sure your topic is societally relevant and allows for solid arguments backed by research.What Should a Position Paper Include?A position paper should follow a clear five-paragraph essay subtopics and headings to present information effectively. It should also include a concise introduction and summary to make the central argument
comprehensible. Back to Top ConclusionUnderstanding the importance of choosing compelling position paper topics is valuable for effective persuasive writing. With a well-chosen topic, you can captivate your audience, present a strong argument, and potentially influence their perspectives on the issue at hand. Whether you love or hate them,
controversial debate topics are an inescapable part of our lives. They challenge our beliefs and push us out of our comfort zones, forcing us to examine our assumptions and biases. With so many controversial issues, you needn't go far if you're looking for a compelling debate. This blog post will provide you with a list of controversial debate topics to
inspire your next discussion.Student Debate TopicsSocial Issue ExamplesStart in seconds.Get free student debates templates. Sign up for free and take what you want from the template library![] Get Free Templates almage: freepikWhat is the simple definition of debate?A discussion between people in which they express different opinions about
something.What words describe debate?Argument, deliberation, controversy, dispute, contest, and match.What is the main target of the debate?To convince that your side is right.Controversial debate topics are subjects - that can spark strong opinions and disagreements among people with different beliefs and values. These topics can cover various
subjects, such as social issues, politics, ethics, and culture, and may challenge traditional beliefs or established norms.One thing that makes these topics controversial is that there is often no clear consensus or agreement among people, which can lead to debates and disagreements. Each person may have their own interpretation of the facts or values
that influence their perspective. It's difficult for all to reach a resolution or agreement.Despite the potential for heated discussions, controversial debate topics can be a great way to explore different viewpoints, challenge assumptions, and promote critical thinking and open dialogue. However, it is crucial to distinguish controversial topics from
controversial opinions - statements or actions that cause disagreement or conflict. For example, climate change can be controversial, but a politician's comment denying the existence of climate change can be controversial.Is social media harming society more than it helps?Is it appropriate to make marijuana legal for recreational use?Should college
be provided for free?Should schools teach comprehensive sex education?Is it ethical to use animals for scientific research?Does human activity account for the majority of climate change?Should beauty pageants be stopped?Are credit cards doing more harm than good?Should diet pills be banned?Should human cloning be permitted?Should there be
stricter laws on gun ownership or fewer restrictions?Is climate change a serious issue that requires urgent action, or is it overblown and exaggerated?Should individuals have the right to end their own lives in certain circumstances?Should certain types of speech or expression be censored or restricted?Is eating animal meat unethical?Should there be
more or less strict regulations on immigration and refugee policies?Is job security the biggest motivation rather than money?Are zoos doing more harm than good?Are parents legally responsible for their children's actions?Does peer pressure have a net positive or negative impact?Controversial debate topicsls it better to have a small group of close
friends or a large group of acquaintances?Should you brush your teeth before or after breakfast?Should you put mayo or ketchup on the fries?Is it acceptable to dip fries in a milkshake?Should you brush your teeth before or after breakfast? Is it better to use a bar of soap or liquid soap? Is waking early or staying up late better?Should you make your
bed every day?Should you wear a mask in public places?Should teenagers access birth control without parental consent?Should the voting age be lowered to 16?Should parents have access to their children's social media accounts?Should cell phone use be allowed during school hours?Is homeschooling a better option than traditional schooling?
Should the school day start later to allow for more sleep for students?Is studying should be voluntary?Should schools be allowed to discipline students for social media use outside of school?Should school hours be reduced?Should drivers be banned from using mobile phones while driving?Should the legal driving age be raised to 19 in some countries?
Should students take classes on parenting?Should teenagers be allowed to work part-time jobs during the school year?Should social media platforms be held responsible for the spread of misinformation?Should schools make drug testing mandatory for students?Should cyberbullying be considered to be an offense?Should teens be allowed to have
relationships with significant age differences?Should schools allow students to carry concealed weapons for self-defense?Should teens be allowed to get tattoos and piercings without parental consent?Is online learning as effective as in-person learning?Image: freepikShould hate speech be protected under freedom of speech laws?Should the
government provide a guaranteed basic income for all citizens?Is affirmative action necessary to address systemic inequalities in society?Should Violence/Sex on TV be abolished?Should illegal immigrants be allowed to receive social welfare benefits?Is the pay discrepancy between men and women the result of discrimination?Should the government
regulate the use of artificial intelligence?Should healthcare be a universal human right?Should the assault weapons ban be extended?Should billionaires be taxed at a higher rate than the average citizen?Is it necessary to legalize and regulate prostitution?Who is more important in the family, father or mother?Is GPA an outdated way of assessing a
student's knowledge?Is the war on drugs a failure?Should vaccinations be mandatory for all children?Is the use of social media algorithms to spread misinformation a threat to democracy?Should COVID-19 vaccine mandates be implemented?Is the use of artificial intelligence ethical in the workplace?Should Al be used instead of humans?Should
companies be required to provide advance notice of lay-offs to employees?Is it ethical for companies to lay off employees while CEOs and other executives receive large bonuses?A poll by AhaSlides on the topic of banning zoos.Hopefully, with 70 controversial debate topics, you can expand your knowledge and gain new perspectives. However, it is
essential to approach these topics with respect, an open mind, and a willingness to listen and learn from others. Engaging in respectful and meaningful debates on controversial topics with AhaSlides' template library and interactive features can help us broaden our understanding of the world and each other, and possibly even lead to progress in
finding solutions to some of the most pressing issues of our time.Good topics to debate can vary widely depending on the interests and perspectives of the individuals involved. Here are some examples of good debate topics:Is climate change a serious issue that requires urgent action, or is it overblown and exaggerated?Should individuals have the
right to end their own lives in certain circumstances?Should certain types of speech or expression be censored or restricted?Controversial debates are those that involve topics that can generate strong and opposing viewpoints and opinions. These topics are often contentious and can provoke heated arguments and debates among individuals or
groups who hold different beliefs and values. Here are some examples:Should schools allow students to carry concealed weapons for self-defence?Should teens be allowed to get tattoos and piercings without parental consent?Is online learning as effective as in-person learning?An emotional and controversial topic can provoke strong emotional
reactions and divide people based on their personal experiences, values, and beliefs. For example:Should teenagers access birth control without parental consent?Should parents have access to their children's social media accounts?Do you still want to be more explicit about an excellent debater portrait? Here, we'll give a practical and convincing
example of a good debater for you to learn and hone your debate skills. There is usually controversy in every facet of life; in the news, we watch, in the entertainment we like, in the politicians we like, and, yes, in the politicians we hate. But what topics are the most controversial? Which issues split us the most fiercely, and which public discussions
best describe who we are? We provide a factual rank list of The 10 Top Controversial Topics as well as a concentrated but wholly unbiased investigation of each of the topics that spark the most intense public debate to provide an answer to that query.Gun ControlAbortionReligious FreedomAnimal RightBlack Lives MatterPrivacy RightTransgender
RightMarijuana LegalizationMarriage EqualityCapital Punishmentl. Gun Control:In the United States, the subject of gun violence has long been divisive. Every year, mass shootings and other forms of gun violence claim the lives of close to 40,000 Americans. The debate over gun control centers on how the Second Amendment should be interpreted.It
declares that it is unlawful to infringe on a person’s right to keep and bear arms since doing so is essential to the security of a free state. The “right of the people to keep and bear weapons” is cited by proponents of gun rights as the reason why the government cannot regulate gun ownership. As a result, they reject any legislation that would restrict
their access to purchasing, owning, or accessorizing firearms.Due to the high prevalence of gun violence and the increasing number of mass shootings, the discussion has become more heated nowadays.READ ALSO » Top 10 Most Mysterious Places In The WorldIntense discussions over the sale of assault rifles, background checks for gun purchasers,
and the correlation between gun violence and mental illness have been generated by the rising frequency of mass shootings.2. Abortion:The act of ending a pregnancy before it may be carried to term is known as an abortion. The debate over abortion is linked to continuing state and federal disputes over the legality of the procedure in the US. One of
the most contentious issues in American public conversation is abortion.Opinions on abortion may have associated religious, political, and cultural ramifications. Two opposing viewpoints dominate the discussion: the pro-choice viewpoint, which holds that abortion is a woman’s constitutionally protected right; and the pro-life viewpoint, which holds
that abortion is immoral and that the government should have the authority to forbid or punish those who engage in it.3. Religious Freedom:Every American is regarded to have the fundamental right to freedom of religion. “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof,” the First
Amendment declares. However, how it is implemented continues to be a contentious issue.Politics and religious debates can be divisive because they delve deeply into how individuals see the world. “Don’t combine religion and politics,” as the saying goes. The First Constitutional Amendment forbids both restrictions on a person’s right to freely
exercise his religion and government favoring one religion over another. It also makes sure that neither the church nor the government can rule the other.4. Animal Right:READ ALSO » Top 5 Most Popular Religions In The WorldAnimals should not be used for commercial agriculture, medical research, or any other human-beneficial activities,
according to activists of animal rights. Protecting animals from meeting human needs is the main source of conflict in this situation. 39 percent of Americans, according to Gallup, think it is wrong to use animals.According to Gallup, fewer individuals in 2020 support cloning animals, purchasing and wearing apparel made of animal fur, and performing
medical experiments on animals than they did in the past. Animals should not be kept in captivity or subjected to abuse or neglect, according to proponents of animal rights. The animal rights movement also contends that using animals for food, labor, or study is unethical.5. Black Lives Matter:A political movement to stop police violence against Black
people is known as “Black Lives Matter.” BLM was founded in response to numerous cases where law officers used excessive force, killed a Black person, and received little to no legal punishment. BLM has developed into one of the biggest movements in American history.According to recent surveys, 15 to 26 million Americans will take part in BLM
protests in 2020 for the killings of Breonna Taylor, Elijah McClain, and George Floyd, among other victims of police brutality. Police brutality against Black people is seen as an oppressive practice by supporters of the movement, who claim that it is one sign of social, legal, and judicial injustices. Advocates also contend that failing to hold police
accountable for employing excessive force shows that Black lives are less important than White lives.6. Privacy Right:Conflicting priorities between personal privacy and public safety are at the heart of the right to the privacy debate. To safeguard its interests in national security, the U.S. government has increased its capacity to undertake
widespread surveillance on its people.Advocates for privacy claim that government surveillance is a violation of the Fourth Amendment, which forbids arbitrary searches and seizures. They also express worry about private companies that can collect and keep enormous amounts of personal data, like Google and Facebook. READ ALSO » Top 10
Country With Most Valuable Currency In The WorldMass surveillance proponents contend that the right to privacy should not be prioritized over the need for the government to safeguard Americans from terrorism and foreign meddling.7. Transgender Right:Protection for people who identify as a gender other than the one that was assigned to them
at birth is the goal of transgender rights. They contend that everyone, regardless of gender identity or expression—transgender, cisgender, non-binary, or intersex—should be entitled to the same protections under the law. Advocates for transgender rights aim to improve and broaden existing legal protections in common law, healthcare, and the
workplace.The idea that persons should have the freedom to identify as a gender different than their assigned birth gender is rebuffed by those who oppose transgender rights. An important source of anti-transgender attitude is frequently religion. Christians dispute the idea that a person can identify with a gender other than the one assigned to them
at birth.8. Marijuana Legalization:Marijuana remains a contentious topic nationwide even if it is legal in some places. The main points of contention are whether it should be legal for recreational use, similar to alcohol and whether it should be used as a medicine. Currently, 16.9% of American adults, or 55 million people, use marijuana, with 43
percent of college students being users. Cannabis supporters see marijuana usage as a personal decision and contend that regulations restricting that decision violate individual liberties.Additionally, they contend that enforcement frequently unfairly targets blacks and other at-risk populations and that prohibition prohibits individuals in need from
accessing competent medical care. Prohibitionists contest the legality of marijuana’s medical usage and contend that any possible advantages are outweighed by the dangers it poses to the general public’s health, and safety, including civic order.9. Marriage Equality:Gender and sexual orientation shouldn’t be a barrier to accessing legal rights,
including marriage rights, according to those who favor marriage equality. They contend that every couple should have the same level of legal protection, fiscal advantages, and social acceptance. Marriage, according to opponents of marriage equality, must be a relationship between a man and a woman; allowing any other kind of partnership would
be detrimental to the institution of marriage and therefore be prohibited by law.The majority of those opposed to marriage equality holds a religious perspective and contend that non-heterosexual romantic relationships are wicked in God’s eyes because they go against what the Bible teaches. They contend that the state must intervene to stop these
unions, reigniting the debate over the division of church and state.10. Capital Punishment:The execution of a criminally guilty person by the state, because they are regarded unfit for rehabilitation, is referred to as “the death penalty” or “capital punishment” in criminal sentences. It is legal in 28 states and under federal law. Some crimes, in the
opinion of advocates for the death penalty, are so horrifying that incarcerating the perpetrators would be hazardous.They also think that the death sentence gives victims, survivors, and their families a sense of justice and serves as a deterrence to future potential offenders. Human life is too important to be punished, no matter the offense, according
to opponents of the death penalty, who argue that governments shouldn’t have the power to decide who has the right to live or die.ConclusionControversy can be found anywhere. We must all decide how much we will contribute to the public conversation. College is a great place to learn more about these discussions and decide where you fit in.
Therefore, we have decided to seize controversy by the bull. No of where you are in your academic career, you should anticipate and even look forward to the chance to learn about controversial topics. Controversial topics spark debate when performed respectfully and with an open mind can help to bring about positive change. Debate is also an
important democratic practice that is at the center of modern society. As teachers and educators, we need to nurture a culture of healthy debate and a respect for different points of view. This will help our students to think critically and form well-thought-out opinions on the tough and controversial topics that shape our society.Students need to know
that there are always two sides to any argument and that it is important to look at both angles before coming to a conclusion. They also need to learn that no matter which side of the debate one happens to be on, it is important to respect the views of all sides and strive for a productive and non-confrontational dialogue.In the end, the goal should be
to ensure that all voices are heard, respected and given an equal platform for expression. Doing so will create an open and understanding environment that is necessary for any successful debate on controversial topics.In this post, I share a compilation of controversial topics that are sure to spark debate and engage participants in meaningful
conversations. Each one of these topics is unique, thought-provoking and has a wide range of arguments that can be made both for and against it. I hope these topics will help to foster an environment of constructive debate and help to bring about positive change in our society.- Should parents be able to opt out of vaccinations for their children?-
Should abortion remain a legal option?- Does the government have too much control over people’s lives?- Is gun control an effective way to reduce crime rates?- Are single parent households harmful to children’s development?- Is religion still relevant in modern society?- Do men receive more privileges than women in society today?- Should animal
testing be banned by law in all countries globally?- Will artificial intelligence eventually replace human labor force entirely?- Does the death penalty act as a deterrent to crime?- Should recreational marijuana be legalized in all states?- Should prisoners be allowed to vote?- Should the government have a say in what citizens eat?- Is it ethical for
humans to consume meat?- Is the current education system in need of reform?- Should immigrants be allowed to obtain full citizenship rights?- Should genetically modified food products be labeled?- Does media coverage have an effect on public opinion?- Is it ethical for companies to use animals for research purposes?- Are cheap, mass produced
goods good for the economy?- Should more funding be allocated to public schools than private schools?- Should public universities be tuition-free?- Are social media platforms censoring content too much?- Does the criminal justice system favor the wealthy too much?- Is marriage an outdated concept in modern society?- Should religious education
be taught in public schools?- Should age restrictions be imposed on certain products and services?- Is the current healthcare system in need of reform?- Is the death penalty a form of cruel and unusual punishment?- Should advanced military technologies be used in warfare?- Should countries ban the use of nuclear weapons?- Is capital punishment
an effective way to reduce crime?- Should military service be mandatory for all citizens?- Does the use of drone technology in warfare violate international law?- Should the sale of military-grade weaponry be prohibited?- Are the current copyright laws too restrictive?- Is there a need to regulate internet content more strictly?- Are fracking and other
forms of unconventional drilling practices safe?- Should there be restrictions on the ownership of guns in the US?- Are welfare and social security programs leaving people behind?- Should wealthy countries do more to help developing countries?- Should the government interfere more in the pricing of essential goods?- Are countries doing enough to
protect endangered species?- Can money buy happiness?- Should there be more restrictions on immigration?- Are taxes too high in the US and other countries?- Should assisted suicide be legalized in all countries?- Is the criminal justice system biased against racial minorities?- Are there too many surveillance cameras in public places?- Does the
use of artificial intelligence raise ethical concerns?- Is extreme poverty due to a lack of economic opportunities?- Should free speech be completely unrestricted?- Is it ethical to patent life forms and intellectual property?- Should there be a limit to the amount of money that can be donated to political campaigns?- Should termination of pregnancy be
allowed in cases of rape and incest?- Should developed countries be held responsible for global warming?- Is the use of military force ever justified in international relations?- Are hate speech laws too restrictive to free expression?- Is it ethical for companies to pay executives large bonuses while paying lower wages to their employees?- Should the
use of animal testing be banned by law in all countries globally?- Are certain extreme sports too dangerous to be practiced?- Does the death penalty act as a deterrent to crime?- Should wealthy countries provide more aid and resources to refugees?- Should there be tighter restrictions on the use of nuclear technology?- Should voting be compulsory
in all democratic nations?- Should the government provide free internet access to all citizens?- Is it ethical for companies to influence public policy through lobbying?- Does the age of consent need to be raised or lowered in certain countries?- Does globalization affect our culture and identity negatively?-Should factory farming be banned worldwide?
Related: Best Professional Development Books for teachersIn conclusion, fostering a culture of respectful and open-minded debate on controversial topics is essential in developing critical thinking and informed citizenship among students. The compilation of topics provided in this post offers a rich ground for engaging discussions that not only
challenge students to articulate and defend their viewpoints but also to appreciate the diverse perspectives that make up our society. By incorporating these debates into educational settings, we empower students to navigate complex issues with empathy and understanding, equipping them with the skills necessary for meaningful participation in
democratic practices. Controversy is a part of everyday life, and there are always certain topics that spark heated debates and discussions among people. From politics to social issues, there are a variety of subjects that tend to divide opinions and create strong emotions. In this article, we will explore the top ten most controversial topics that are
currently making headlines and causing a stir in society. 1. Climate Change Climate change is perhaps the most pressing issue of our time, as scientists warn of the catastrophic consequences of global warming. The debate over the causes of climate change, as well as the best solutions to combat it, has led to heated discussions among politicians,
scientists, and the general public. With extreme weather events becoming more frequent and more severe, the urgency to address climate change has never been greater. 2. Gun Control The issue of gun control has long been a controversial topic in the United States, with debates raging over the Second Amendment and the rights of individuals to
bear arms. Mass shootings and gun violence continue to plague the country, leading to calls for stricter gun laws and regulations. However, many gun rights advocates argue that restricting access to firearms infringes on their constitutional rights. 3. Immigration Immigration has become a hot-button issue in recent years, with debates over border
security, refugee resettlement, and the rights of undocumented immigrants. The issue of immigration has become increasingly polarizing, with some calling for stricter enforcement of immigration laws and others advocating for more compassionate policies towards immigrants and refugees. The Trump administration’s controversial policies, such as
family separations at the border, have only added fuel to the fire. 4. Abortion The debate over abortion has been a contentious issue for decades, with passionate arguments on both sides of the issue. Pro-choice advocates argue that women have the right to make decisions about their own bodies, while pro-life advocates believe that life begins at
conception and that abortion is morally wrong. With the recent confirmation of conservative Supreme Court justices, the future of abortion rights in the United States is uncertain. 5. LGBTQ Rights The fight for LGBTQ rights has made significant strides in recent years, with the legalization of same-sex marriage and the expansion of anti-
discrimination protections. However, LGBTQ individuals still face discrimination and prejudice in many areas of society, leading to ongoing debates over issues such as transgender rights, bathroom access, and conversion therapy. The recent push for transgender rights has sparked controversy and backlash from conservative groups. 6. Healthcare
The debate over healthcare in the United States has been a contentious issue for decades, with arguments over the best way to provide affordable and accessible healthcare to all Americans. The Affordable Care Act, also known as Obamacare, has been a source of controversy since its passage, with Republicans calling for its repeal and Democrats
advocating for its preservation. The rising costs of healthcare and the lack of universal coverage continue to be major points of contention in the healthcare debate. 7. Racial Injustice The issue of racial injustice has been a prominent topic in recent years, with the Black Lives Matter movement bringing attention to police brutality and systemic racism.
The deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and other Black individuals at the hands of law enforcement have sparked protests and calls for racial justice and police reform. The debate over racism and inequality in America continues to be a contentious and divisive issue. 8. Income Inequality Income inequality has become a growing concern in
recent years, with the gap between the rich and the poor widening at an alarming rate. The issue of income inequality has led to debates over tax policy, minimum wage laws, and wealth redistribution. The rise of billionaires and the concentration of wealth in the hands of a few have sparked outrage and calls for economic justice and fairness. 9. Fake
News The spread of fake news and misinformation has become a major issue in the age of social media, with false information spreading rapidly and influencing public opinion. The rise of conspiracy theories and disinformation campaigns has led to confusion and distrust among the public, undermining the credibility of traditional news sources. The
debate over fake news and its impact on society continues to be a contentious topic. 10. Technology and Privacy The issue of technology and privacy has become a growing concern in the digital age, with debates over data collection, surveillance, and online privacy. The rise of social media and smart devices has raised questions about how personal
information is being used and shared by tech companies. The debate over technology and privacy has led to calls for stronger regulations and protections to safeguard individuals’ privacy rights. Emerging Trends: 1. Artificial Intelligence Artificial intelligence (AI) is a rapidly developing technology that has the potential to revolutionize industries and
transform society. However, the rise of Al has also raised concerns about job displacement, ethical implications, and the potential for Al to be used for malicious purposes. The debate over Al and its impact on society continues to be a topic of controversy. 2. Mental Health Mental health has become an increasingly important issue in recent years, with
growing awareness of the prevalence of mental health disorders and the stigma surrounding mental illness. The debate over mental health treatment and access to care has led to calls for greater investment in mental health services and the destigmatization of mental health issues. The rising rates of depression, anxiety, and suicide have sparked
conversations about the need for better mental health support. 3. Genetic Engineering Advances in genetic engineering have opened up new possibilities for treating genetic diseases and improving human health. However, the use of gene editing technologies such as CRISPR has raised ethical concerns about the potential for designer babies and the
manipulation of the human genome. The debate over genetic engineering and its implications for society continues to be a controversial and divisive topic. 4. Climate Justice The concept of climate justice has gained traction in recent years, as activists and advocates call for a more equitable and just transition to a sustainable economy. The debate
over climate justice centers on the disproportionate impact of climate change on marginalized communities and the need for climate policies that prioritize social equity and environmental justice. The fight for climate justice has become a key issue in the broader climate movement. 5. Artificial Meat The development of artificial meat, also known as
lab-grown or cultured meat, has sparked debates over the future of food production and sustainability. Proponents argue that artificial meat could help reduce the environmental impact of traditional meat production and address issues such as animal cruelty and food insecurity. However, critics raise concerns about the safety, taste, and ethical
implications of artificial meat. The debate over artificial meat and its potential to reshape the food industry continues to be a controversial topic. 6. Gender Identity The issue of gender identity has become a prominent topic in recent years, with debates over transgender rights, non-binary identities, and gender fluidity. The fight for gender equality
and LGBTQ rights has led to discussions about gender norms, pronouns, and discrimination against transgender individuals. The debate over gender identity and gender expression continues to be a contentious and evolving issue. 7. Universal Basic Income The concept of universal basic income (UBI) has gained popularity in recent years, with
proponents arguing that it could help alleviate poverty, reduce income inequality, and provide economic security for all citizens. The idea of giving every individual a guaranteed income has sparked debates over the role of government in addressing poverty and social welfare. The debate over UBI and its potential to reshape the economy and social
safety net continues to be a controversial topic. In conclusion, the top ten most controversial topics cover a wide range of issues that are currently causing heated debates and discussions in society. From climate change to gun control, these topics touch on some of the most pressing challenges facing our world today. As emerging trends such as
artificial intelligence, mental health, and genetic engineering continue to shape the future, it is clear that the debates over these controversial topics will only become more complex and divisive. It is crucial for individuals to engage in informed and respectful discussions about these issues in order to find common ground and work towards solutions
that benefit all members of society.



