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link to JLPT N2 Kanji List Flashcards Batch Downloadlink to JLPT N3 Kanji List Flashcards Batch Downloadlink to JLPT N1 Grammar Master e-Book DownloadView more blog postsJLPT Sensei is the best website to learn Japanese and study for the JLPT!Become a member for:unlimited downloads of our e-books, flashcards, and study
guides.Completely ad-free website!Sunday, Jul 6, 2025Sunday, Dec 7, 2025Free practice tests]JLPT Sensei participates in the Amazon Services LLC Associates Program, an affiliate advertising program designed to provide a means for sites to earn advertising fees by advertising and linking to Amazon.com / Amazon.co.jp. JLPT Sensei also participates
in other affiliate programs to earn a commission at no extra cost to you.JLPT Sensei is not officially affiliated with the JLPT in any way and is only intended to serve as a supplementary study resource. We try to make our JLPT study guides, lessons, and other learning materials as accurate as possible, but this blog is a constant work in progress and
some errors may appear from time to time. Therefore, JLPT Sensei does not assume any responsibilities or liability for any errors or omissions in the content of this site.To help JLPT Sensei continue improving, if you find any errors, please report them to us. Much about the roots of the Japanese language is unclear. Some link it to the Altaic language
family, which includes Turkish, Mongolian and other languages, but it also shows similarities to Austronesian languages like Polynesian. Writing The Japanese writing system consists of three different character sets: kanji (thousands of Chinese characters), and hiragana and katakana (two syllabaries of 46 characters each; together called kana). Texts
can be written in two ways: in Western style, i.e. in horizontal rows from the top to the bottom of the page, or in traditional Japanese style, i.e. in vertical columns from the right to the left side of the page. Both writing styles exist side by side today. Grammar Basic Japanese grammar is relatively simple. Complicating factors such as gender articles
and distinctions between plural and singular are missing almost completely. Conjugation rules for verbs and adjectives are simple and almost free of exceptions. Nouns are not declinated at all, but appear always in the same form. Pronunciation In comparison with other languages, Japanese knows relatively few sounds, and pronunciation poses little
problems to most learners. The biggest difficulty are accents, which do exist, but to a much lower extent than in the Chinese language. In addition, there are relatively many homonyms, i.e. words that are pronounced the same way, but have different meanings. Levels of speech Different words and expressions are used when talking to an unknown
person or a superior, as opposed to when talking to a child, family member or a close friend. For instance, there are more than five different words for the English word "I", which are used depending on the context. For formal situations, a honorific language level (keigo) is in common use. Language Related Pages Welcome to my site for learning
Japanese! As a small incentive, here is something cool or interesting in Japanese that might motivate you to study. It will be updated often so come again! Here you will find a wealth of information that will help you learn Japanese, all for free. This site has two guides to aid you on your way to full Japanese fluency with no compromises.The Complete
Guide to Japaneself youre new to learning Japanese, I recommend you start with the Complete Guide to Japanese. This guide avoids long and complicated explanations and teaches you essential grammar and vocabulary through examples, interesting dialogues, and suggestions for practical applications. Though its still a work in progress, the first five
chapters are essentially done. Feel free to give me a shout if you get near the end and find that its still not finished.Guide to Japanese GrammarlIf you are taking Japanese classes and you want to get a better understanding of how things work, the Guide to Japanese Grammar is designed to supplement your studies and give you a solid understanding of
the grammatical structure of Japanese. It thoroughly explains Japanese grammar by starting with the most fundamental ideas and building upon it layer by layer. It is much easier to understand than a traditional Japanese class which will likely skip straight to the polite forms without explaining where they come from. The grammar guide is also
available as an Android or iOS app.So you want to learn JapaneseOk, Im not going to go into all the reasons why Japanese is such a fun and rewarding language to learn because youre already here and interested in learning it. If youre still undecided or afraid that its too hard, dont be! It can be one of the easier languages to learn in ways that will
surprise you. So heres what you need to do to teach yourself Japanese and how to do it by using this site.Learn Hiragana and Katakana (the Japanese alphabet).Learn vocabulary (with Kanji) and grammar with help from the either the Complete Guide or the Grammar Guide.Practice listening, speaking, reading, and writing with material that is
interesting to you.Learn how to use various tools such as online dictionaries.Repeat steps 2 and 3 with progressively more advanced topics. Resources and TutorialsAchieving full fluency of a language requires not just learning the language but regularly applying what you learned by listening, speaking, reading, and writing. There are many online
tools such as online dictionaries that will help you read and watch Japanese books, comics, and movies. There are also sites that will help you connect with native Japanese speakers for language exchange as well as other sites that will help with correcting your writing. These tutorials go over how to use these various tools to effectively learn Japanese
online.Other LinksJapanese from scratch youtube channel: Short and simple videos for learning Japanese from scratch. These videos eventually make their way into the site but will show up here first.My blog: I talk about various topics that are interesting to me, potentially useful resources, and other miscellaneous things.Bluesky: My Bluesky profile
with random stuff.Facebook Group: My group for sharing things pertaining to learning Japanese.Tae Kim taekim.japanese@gmail.com Are you ready to dive into the wonderful world of Japanese? Awesome! Buckle up, because we're about to embark on an exciting journey together. Learning a new language like Japanese is no walk in the park. It's
going to take some real dedication and effort on your part. But hey, nothing truly worthwhile comes easy, right? So let's roll up our sleeves and get started! Now, before we dive in, let's get one thing straight: learning Japanese isn't going to be a breeze. Forget those promises of overnight fluency or magical shortcuts. We're in this for the long haul,
and that means putting in the work. But fear not! With the right approach and a positive attitude, we can conquer this challenge together. So let's kick things off the right way, shall we? TABLE OF CONTENTS Welcome to Your Japanese Journey Hey there, friend! Welcome to your exciting Japanese adventure! I'm thrilled that you've decided to
embark on this journey, and trust me, it's going to be an incredible ride filled with new discoveries, challenges, and lots of fun! Starting your adventure: Keep an open mind and excitement. First things first, keep that sense of wonder and excitement burning bright within you! Learning Japanese is like unlocking a door to a whole new world, so
approach it with an open mind and a heart full of curiosity. Embrace the beauty of the language and culture, and you'll find yourself falling more in love with it every day. Setting the stage: Goals and mindset for a successful journey. Let's talk about goals! What are you hoping to achieve on this journey? Whether it's mastering conversational
Japanese, understanding anime without subtitles, or simply being able to order sushi like a pro, having clear goals will keep you motivated and focused along the way. And remember, it's not just about reaching the destination, but enjoying every step of the journey. So, let's dive in with positivity and determination! Unlocking the Japanese Alphabet:
Hiragana & Katakana Let's talk about Hiraganait's like Japan's special alphabet, the first step on our journey to becoming Japanese reading champs! Hiragana basics: Your first steps into reading, writing and typing Japanese. Now, don't worry if you're feeling a bit overwhelmed with the idea of learning a whole new writing system. We've got this
together, and I'm here to cheer you on every step of the way. So, why start with Hiragana? Well, it's kind of like the foundation of the Japanese language. Think of it as the soil from which our language garden grows. Without it, we'd be lost in translation! I know some folks might say it takes ages to get the hang of Hiragana, but guess what? We're not
going to follow that slow lane. Instead of spending weeks doodling each Hiragana character, we'll use some cool tricks and tools to speed up our learning process. Imagine this: with the help of funny games and handy worksheets, you could be reading Hiragana by tonight! Yes, seriously! With MochiKana support, we're going to tackle both reading
and writing Hiragana at the same time! Now, I know it might sound like a double whammy, but trust me, it's going to work wonders for us. See, by practicing both skills together, we'll reinforce our understanding of Hiragana even faster. Sure, it might be a tad challenging at first, but hey, that's where the fun is, right? So, let's jump right in and start
decoding those hiragana characters. We'll read them, write them, and watch our skills skyrocket together. I promise you, this approach will make our learning journey all the more exciting and rewarding. With our approach, you'll crack the code of Hiragana in just a day or two, instead of dragging it out for a month. Let's do this! Let's do this: Learn
to read and write Hiragana together Using MochiKana Mobile App to learn typing Hiragana quickly: So, what do you say? Ready to tackle Hiragana together and unlock a whole new world of Japanese language and culture? Let's do this! Hiragana works sheet Typing Hiragana in Mobile: Using Romaji is the easiest method Although I'm a lover of
writing Hiragana and Kanji, most of our writing is done on keyboards these days, right? By mastering typing Hiragana, along with a bit of Katakana and Kanji down the line, we'll cover the vast majority of modern writing needs. And here are the few steps to typing Hiragana on your Mobile: Enable the Japanese Keyboard: First, you'll need to enable
the Japanese keyboard on your mobile device. You can usually do this through the settings menu under "Language & Input" or "Keyboard Settings." Type using Romaji: In the Japanese keyboard, you'll type using Romaji, which is the Romanized version of Japanese characters. For example, type "a" to get, "ka" to get , and so on. The keyboard will
automatically convert your Romaji input into Hiragana characters. Choose the correct character: Sometimes, the keyboard will offer suggestions for Kanji or Katakana characters based on the context of your sentence. You can select the desired character from the suggestions bar that appears above the keyboard. Practice Makes Perfect! Like
anything worth learning, typing in Japanese takes practice. But hey, we're in this together! Keep at it, and soon enough, you'll be zipping through your Japanese messages like a pro. Mastering Katakana: Step-by-step guide to reading, typing and writing Katakana. Understanding the Difference: Hiragana vs. Katakana Katakana is like the cool cousin of
Hiragana. While Hiragana is used for native Japanese words and grammatical elements; Katakana has a sharper, more angular look, reflecting its role in representing foreign words, loanwords, and technical terms. You'll often find Katakana used for words borrowed from other languages, like "" (koohii) for coffee or "" (amerika) for America. Its
distinct appearance sets it apart and signals that you're dealing with non-native vocabulary. Guideline to Learn Katakana: Get Familiar with the Characters: Katakana characters may look a bit different from Hiragana, but trust me, they're just as friendly once you get to know them! Start by familiarizing yourself with the basic Katakana characters
and their sounds. Learn the Stroke Order: Just like with Hiragana, mastering the stroke order of Katakana characters is key to writing them beautifully. Take your time to practice writing each character following the correct stroke order. Associate Sounds with Images: Katakana characters can sometimes resemble the sounds they represent. For
example, (so) might remind you of a "sore" shape. Use these visual associations to help you remember the sounds of each character. Practice, Practice, Practice: The more you practice, the easier it gets! Set aside some time each day to review and practice writing Katakana characters. You can use worksheets, online resources, or even write Katakana
versions of your favorite words. Use Mnemonics and Memory Aids: Mnemonics, memory aids, and association techniques can be your best friends when learning Katakana. Create fun stories or visual images to help you remember the shapes and sounds of each character. Apply What You Learn: As you progress, start looking for Katakana characters
in the wild! Keep an eye out for Katakana words on signs, packaging, and menus. The more you encounter Katakana in real-life situations, the more it will solidify in your memory. Stay Positive and Patient: Learning Katakana might feel a bit overwhelming at times, but remember, every step you take brings you closer to your goal. Stay positive, be
patient with yourself, and celebrate your progress along the way! Let's do this: Mochikana IOS App MochiKana Android App Katakana works sheet Remember, we're in this together, my friend! So let's roll up our sleeves, dive into learning Katakana, and unlock a whole new world of Japanese language and culture. You've got this! Japanese

Pronunciation Japanese pronunciation is characterized by its relatively simple sound system and syllable structure. Overview: Understanding the basics of Japanese pronunciation. 1. Vowels: Japanese has five vowel sounds: "a," "i," "u," "e," and "0." These vowels are pronounced consistently, with each having a single, clear sound. 2. Consonants:
Japanese consonants are generally pronounced as in English, with a few exceptions: "R" sound: Japanese "r" is a single flap sound, similar to the "d" sound in "butter" or "latter." "S" sound: Japanese "s" is always pronounced as in "sun," never as in "rose." "Tsu" sound: The small "tsu" () indicates a geminate or double consonant sound, where the
following consonant is held for a slightly longer duration. 3. Syllable Structure: Japanese syllables follow a strict pattern of consonant-vowel (CV) or vowel-consonant-vowel (CVC) combinations. For example, "ka," "ki," "ku," "ke," and "ko" are CV syllables, while "kaki," "kiku," "kake," and "koko" are CVC syllables. 4. Pitch Accent: Japanese also has
pitch accent, where certain syllables in a word are pronounced with a higher or lower pitch. However, pitch accent is generally less important for beginner learners and can be acquired naturally over time through exposure to spoken Japanese. Guideline for Beginners: 7 steps to master Japanese Pronouncation Here's a step-by-step guideline to help
beginners improve their Japanese pronunciation: Master the Vowel Sounds: Start by familiarizing yourself with the five Japanese vowel sounds: "a," "i," "u," "e," and "o0." Practice pronouncing them clearly and consistently. Learn Hiragana and Katakana: Since each Hiragana and Katakana character represents a syllable, learning these scripts will help
you understand and pronounce Japanese words accurately. Listen and Repeat: Listen to native speakers of Japanese and try to imitate their pronunciation. Pay attention to the rhythm and intonation of spoken Japanese. Practice Basic Words and Phrases: Start with simple Japanese words and phrases and practice pronouncing them aloud. Use
resources like language apps, textbooks, or online tutorials to find beginner-friendly vocabulary lists. Record Yourself: Record yourself speaking Japanese and listen back to identify areas for improvement. Notice any differences between your pronunciation and that of native speakers, and work on adjusting accordingly. Be Patient and Persistent: Like
any skill, mastering Japanese pronunciation takes time and consistent practice. Be patient with yourself and celebrate your progress along the way. Seeking Feedback and Persistence: Don't be shy to ask for tips from language buddies or tutors. Keep chatting and practicing regularly to improve. Stick with itembracing challenges and staying
dedicated will speed up your progress! Let's do this: Mochikana IOS App MochiKana Android App By following these steps and dedicating time to regular practice, you'll gradually improve your Japanese pronunciation and feel more confident speaking the language. Remember, every effort you put in brings you closer to fluency! Exploring Kanji Kanji
are the beautiful and intricate characters borrowed from Chinese characters, used in Japanese writing. They represent words, ideas, and even entire concepts, making them an essential part of the Japanese language. Think of them as little puzzles waiting to be solved! Kanji overview: Unveiling the mysteries of Kanji and its significance. Guideline to
learn Kanji Start with Basic Kanji: Begin your journey by focusing on the most commonly used Kanji characters. These are the building blocks of the language, so mastering them will give you a solid foundation to build upon. Start with simple characters that appear frequently in everyday words. Learn Stroke Order: Just like with Hiragana and
Katakana, mastering the stroke order of Kanji characters is crucial. This not only helps you write them neatly but also aids in memorization. Take your time to practice writing each stroke in the correct order. Understand Radicals: Kanji characters are often composed of smaller components called radicals. Understanding these radicals can help you
break down complex characters into simpler parts, making them easier to remember. Think of it as solving a puzzle! Use Mnemonics and Memory Tricks: Kanji can be tricky, but they're also full of stories waiting to be told. Create mnemonics or visual images to associate with each character to make them more memorable. The more creative, the
better! Practice, Practice, Practice: Repetition is key when it comes to learning Kanji. Set aside dedicated time each day to review and practice writing Kanji characters. Use flashcards, worksheets, or online resources to reinforce your learning. Read, Read, Read: Exposure to Kanji in context is essential for mastery. Start reading simple texts,
children's books, or manga with furigana (small hiragana characters above the Kanji) to help you along. The more you read, the more familiar Kanji will become. Stay Consistent and Patient: Learning Kanji is a marathon, not a sprint. Be patient with yourself and celebrate your progress along the way. Consistency is key, so keep at it, and you'll be
amazed at how far you've come! Let's do this: Learn to read and write Kanji step by step Practice writing Kanji Using MochiKanji Mobile App to learn Kanji easier: Kanji radical: Easy strategies to begin your Kanji journey. Kanji radicals are the building blocks of Kanji characters. They are the smaller components or elements that make up more
complex Kanji characters. Think of them as the Lego pieces that you can put together to form different structures. Why are Kanji radicals important? Understanding Kanji radicals is crucial for several reasons Breaking Down Complexity: Kanji characters can be quite complex, but radicals help break them down into smaller, more manageable parts.
By recognizing radicals, you can better understand the structure and meaning of Kanji characters. Aiding Memorization: Memorizing hundreds or even thousands of Kanji characters can seem daunting, but radicals provide a systematic approach. By learning common radicals and their meanings, you can more easily remember and recognize Kanji
characters. Enhancing Vocabulary: Many radicals have meanings or associations that carry over into the characters they form. By understanding radicals, you can often guess the meaning of unfamiliar Kanji characters based on the radicals they contain, thus expanding your vocabulary. Common Kanji radicals: There are hundreds of Kanji radicals,
but some are more common and recurring than others. Here are a few examples of commonly encountered radicals: () - "Person" radical. Examples: (meeting), (to do), (rest). () - "Mouth" radical. Examples: (mouth), (flavor), (same). () - "Tree" radical. Examples: (book), (woods), (forest). () - "Sun" radical. Examples: (bright), (day of the week), (time). () -
"Water" radical. Examples: (river), (wave), (vapor) Learning Kanji radicals: Here's how you can start learning Kanji radicals: Study Common Radicals: Begin by familiarizing yourself with common radicals and their meanings. You can find lists of radicals in Kanji dictionaries or online resources. Practice Recognition: As you encounter Kanji characters,
try to identify the radicals within them. Pay attention to how radicals contribute to the meaning or pronunciation of the characters. Create Mnemonics: Some radicals can be quite abstract, so creating mnemonic devices or visual associations can help you remember them more easily. Use Radical-Based Learning Resources: There are resources
available that teach Kanji characters based on their radicals. These resources often provide mnemonics, example words, and practice exercises to reinforce learning. Let's do this: Practice writing Kanji Using Mochikanji mobile app to learn Kanji easier MochiKanji IOS App MochiKanji Android App By understanding Kanji radicals, you'll gain insight
into the structure and meaning of Kanji characters, making the process of learning and memorizing them much more manageable. So, embrace the power of radicals, and let them guide you on your Kanji-learning journey! On-yomi vs Kun-yomi: What are the differences! On-yomi (): What: Pronunciations borrowed from Chinese. Where: Used in
compound words, especially those of Chinese origin. Example: (big) can be pronounced as "dai" or "tai" in compound words like (adult). Kun-yomi (): What: Native Japanese pronunciations based on meaning. Where: Used in native Japanese words and expressions. Example: (big) can be pronounced as "ookii" in words like (big). Summary: On-yomi:
Chinese-based, used in compounds. Kun-yomi: Japanese-based, used in native words. Understanding both helps in reading Japanese text effectively. How many Kanji should you learn? While there are technically more than 50,000 kanji characters, there is something known as the Joyo kanji (). Joyo kanji refers to a list of kanji characters that are
designated as regular-use kanji by the Japanese government. The term Joyo () translates to regular use or daily use. However, to be considered fluent in Japanese, you only need to know 1,500 to 2,500 kanji roughly N2 or N1 level. As you improve your Japanese language skills, youll notice that its easier to read texts with kanji than texts with just
Hiragana and Katakana. Why? Kanji characters provide visual cues and help break up the text into meaningful units. So let's get started to find tips that help you to learn Kanji effectively! How to learn Kanji? (Tips, methods, materials) Theres a common misunderstanding that Kanji is a separate part of Japanese alongside vocabulary and grammar. No,
its not. Kanji is basically the written form of words, and it only makes sense to learn them in the context of a word, not in a vacuum. Kanji have multiple readings and meanings but you are not required to memorize all of them if you acquire them through vocabulary. For instance, the Kanji character : In the word meaning teacher, the Kanji is
pronounced as - sen, while in the word meaning first, it is pronounced as - ma. Furthermore, when learning vocabulary and Kanji at the same time, you could guess the meaning of a word. The side effect of this is that you'll start to pick up on the meaning of the kanji in the words you're learning. I think I responded to you or someone else in that
thread but it's like how you'll see that in , , they all share the same kanji, which you might look up out of curiosity, and find that it means 'most/highest/extreme’'. You'll easily be able to recognize and remember this meaning in any new words you come across containing it, and usually have a good guess at what the word itself means. Let's do this:
Practice writing Kanji Using Mochikanji mobile app to learn Kanji easier MochiKanji IOS App MochiKanji Android App Typing Kanji on mobile: Step by step to type Kanji on mobile phone. Ready to make typing Kanji on your mobile device a breeze? With a few simple steps, you'll be composing messages and texts in Japanese like a pro. Let's walk
through the process together, making it easy and enjoyable. Here's how to get started! Enable Japanese Keyboard: Go to your phone's settings, add the Japanese keyboard under "Language & Input." Switch to Japanese keyboardt: While typing, switch to the Japanese input mode by tapping the globe or language icon on your keyboard until you see ""
or "" Type Using Romaji: In Japanese input mode, type using Romaji (English letters). For example, "tai" for (big) or "eki" for (station). Select Kanji from Suggestions: As you type, your keyboard will suggest Kanji characters based on the Romaji input. Tap the desired Kanji from the suggestions bar above the keyboard. Confirm and Continue: Once
you've selected the Kanji you want, tap it to confirm, and continue typing or composing your message. Mastering Kanji & Vocabulary with Spaced Repetition Gathering words is like collecting treasures for your language journey. Start by immersing yourself in Japanese media you enjoy, like anime, manga, or movies, and jot down any unfamiliar
words. Websites and apps like MochiMochi are fantastic resources for discovering new vocabulary. Create your own word deck tailored to your interests and learning goals. The more words you gather, the richer your Japanese lexicon will become. The SRS Method: A magical tool for memory. Spaced Repetition System (SRS) is your secret weapon for
efficient and effective learning. It's based on the scientifically proven principle that spaced intervals of repetition optimize memory retention. Here's how it works: as you review words in your deck, SRS algorithms determine the optimal timing for future reviews based on how well you remember each word. Words you struggle with appear more
frequently, while those you ace are reviewed less often. This ensures you focus your efforts where they're needed most, maximizing your learning potential. Let's do this: Try MochiMochi - the best app for learning Kanji and Japanese Vocabulary with SRS method: SRS Tips: For effective SRS practice. Consistency is Key: Set a daily routine for
reviewing your word deck. Even just a few minutes each day can yield significant results over time. Make it a habit, like brushing your teeth or having your morning coffee. Mix It Up: Keep your learning fresh by mixing new words with ones you've already mastered. Don't just stick to one source or type of wordvariety is key to building a well-rounded
vocabulary. Use Mnemonics: Get creative with memory aids to help reinforce difficult words. Create vivid stories, visual images, or memorable associations that make the word easier to remember. The more outrageous or absurd, the better! Stay Positive: Learning a new language can be challenging, but don't let setbacks discourage you. Celebrate
your progress, no matter how small, and recognize that every step forward is a step closer to fluency. Challenge Yourself: Don't shy away from difficult words. Embrace the challenge and view it as an opportunity for growth. Push yourself outside your comfort zone and tackle words that stretch your abilities. You'll be amazed at how quickly you
improve when you challenge yourself. By harnessing the power of spaced repetition and incorporating these tips into your practice routine, you'll unlock the full potential of your Japanese learning journey. So gather your words, fire up your SRS tool, and let's embark on this adventure together. Your Japanese fluency awaits! The Grammar Gateway
for beginner Grammar Foundations: Building blocks for constructing sentences. Think of grammar as the scaffolding that supports your language skills. Start by mastering basic sentence structures and essential grammar points, like subject-object-verb order and basic sentence endings. Practice constructing simple sentences using these building
blocks until they become second nature. Don't worry about getting everything perfect right awaylearning is a journey, not a race! Self-guided Grammar Adventures Ready to embark on your grammar journey? Explore resources like textbooks, online tutorials, and language apps to discover new grammar concepts. Take it one step at a time, focusing
on one grammar point at a time to avoid feeling overwhelmed. Use examples, exercises, and practice drills to reinforce your understanding. And remember, it's okay to make mistakeseach one is a chance to learn and grow! Occasional Hurdles: Accepting and overcoming learning plateaus. Learning plateaus are a natural part of the language learning
process. Accept them as temporary roadblocks rather than insurmountable barriers. When you hit a plateau, take a step back and assess your progress. Are there areas of grammar you need to review or concepts you need to reinforce? Adjust your study approach as needed and keep pushing forward. With perseverance and determination, you'll
overcome any hurdle that comes your way! Additional tips: Immerse Yourself: Surround yourself with Japanese as much as possible. Watch Japanese movies, listen to Japanese music, and engage with native speakers whenever you can. Immersion is one of the most effective ways to internalize grammar patterns and natural language usage. Practice,
Practice, Practice: The more you use grammar in context, the better you'll understand it. Practice writing and speaking Japanese regularly, even if it's just journaling about your day or chatting with a language partner. The more you practice, the more confident you'll become in applying grammar rules. Stay Motivated: Learning Japanese is a
marathon, not a sprint. Celebrate your progress along the way, no matter how small. Set realistic goals and reward yourself for achieving them. And most importantly, don't forget to have fun! Learning a new language should be an enjoyable experience, so find ways to make it engaging and exciting for yourself. Remember, my friend, you're on an
incredible journey of discovery and growth. Embrace the challenges, celebrate the victories, and never lose sight of your ultimate goal: becoming fluent in Japanese. Together, we'll navigate the grammar gateway and emerge stronger and more confident than ever before! Enriching Your Learning Experience Choosing your companion: Selecting the
right textbook or program. Selecting the right textbook or program is like finding a loyal travel buddy for your language journey. Look for resources that align with your learning style, whether you prefer structured lessons or more interactive approaches. Consider factors like clarity of explanations, variety of exercises, and supplementary materials
like audio recordings or online resources. Don't be afraid to try out different textbooks or programs until you find the one that feels like the perfect fit. Q&A Haven: Getting answers to your burning questions. Got burning questions about Japanese grammar, vocabulary, or culture? Don't fretthere's a whole world of resources out there to help you find
answers. Online forums like Reddit's r/LearnJapanese, language exchange platforms like HelloTalk, and even dedicated Discord servers are treasure troves of knowledge and support. Ask questions, join discussions, and connect with fellow learners and native speakers who can offer insights and guidance along your learning journey. Solo or
Supported: Deciding on self-study vs. finding a tutor. Deciding between self-study and finding a tutor is a personal choice that depends on your learning preferences, goals, and budget. Self-study offers flexibility and autonomy, allowing you to learn at your own pace and on your own schedule. However, working with a tutor or language partner can
provide personalized feedback, accountability, and motivation. Consider your learning style and needs to determine which approach is best for you. And remember, there's no shame in seeking support when you need it! Resource Roundup: Handpicked books and tools for your journey. Ready to stock up on tools and materials for your Japanese
learning arsenal? Here are some handpicked recommendations to kickstart your journey: Textbooks: Genki, Minna no Nihongo, Irodori, are popular choices for beginners. Online Platforms: MochiMochi is great for supplementing your studies. Language Exchange Apps: HelloTalk, Tandem, and Speaky connect you with native speakers for language
practice. Podcasts and YouTube Channels: JapanSocietyNYC, NHK, and Miku Real Japanese offer audio and video lessons to complement your learning. Experiment with different resources and find the ones that resonate with you. Remember, the key is to keep exploring, experimenting, and adapting your approach as you progress on your Japanese
learning journey. You're doing amazing, my friend! Keep up the fantastic work, stay curious, and never stop striving for progress. Together, we'll unlock the secrets of Japanese language and culture, one step at a time. Let's make this journey unforgettable! Beyond the basics Congratulations on reaching the intermediate level of Japanese proficiency!
You've mastered the basics and are ready to take your language skills to the next level. Here's how to prepare for the exciting journey ahead: Expand Your Vocabulary: Start by building your vocabulary with more advanced words and expressions. Dive into topics that interest you, whether it's politics, technology, or pop culture, and learn vocabulary
related to those subjects. Reading Japanese news articles, blogs, or novels can be a great way to discover new words in context. Deepen Your Understanding of Grammar: Delve deeper into Japanese grammar by exploring more complex sentence structures and nuances. Focus on intermediate-level grammar points, such as conditional forms, causative
verbs, and passive voice. Practice using these structures in various contexts to solidify your understanding. Enhance Your Listening and Speaking Skills: Immerse yourself in spoken Japanese by listening to podcasts, watching Japanese TV shows or movies without subtitles, and engaging in conversations with native speakers. Pay attention to natural
speech patterns, intonation, and colloquial expressions to sound more fluent and natural. Practice Reading and Writing: Challenge yourself with more advanced reading materials, such as Japanese novels, newspapers, or academic articles. Take notes while reading to reinforce vocabulary and grammar concepts. Additionally, continue writing
regularly in Japanese, whether it's journal entries, essays, or creative writing exercises. Seek Feedback and Guidance: Don't hesitate to seek feedback from tutors, language exchange partners, or online communities. Share your writing or recordings with others and ask for constructive criticism. Take advantage of resources like language exchange
meetups, online forums, and language schools to connect with fellow learners and receive guidance from experienced speakers. Set Clear Goals and Stay Motivated: Define your language learning goals and create a study plan to track your progress. Break down your goals into smaller, achievable milestones and celebrate your accomplishments along
the way. Stay motivated by reminding yourself of the reasons why you're learning Japanese and envisioning the benefits of achieving fluency. With dedication, perseverance, and a thirst for learning, you'll continue to progress and reach new heights in your Japanese language journey. Embrace the challenges, stay curious, and never stop exploring the
rich tapestry of Japanese language and culture. The path to mastery may be challenging, but the rewards are well worth the effort. Keep moving forward, and remember that you're capable of achieving greatness! Choose a Lesson We'll Answer Your Questions Japanese Letters Skits Key Phrases Exercises Vocabulary Culture Geography & Travel
Languages Japanese language, language of the Japonic language family and one of the worlds major languages, with more than 125 million speakers in the early 2020s. It is primarily spoken throughout the Japanese archipelago; there are also some 1.5 million Japanese immigrants and their descendants living abroad, mainly in North and South
America, who have varying degrees of proficiency in Japanese. Since the mid-20th century, no country other than Japan has used Japanese as a first or a second language. Click Here to see full-size table Japanese comprises all local language varieties spoken on Japans main islands (except for the unrelated Ainu languages). Together with the
Ryukyuan languagesAmami, Okinawan, Miyako, Yaeyama, and Yonaguniand possibly the Hachij language, these mainland Japanese dialects form the Japonic language family. A number of language fragments from the Korean Peninsula are likely related to Japanese, suggesting that now-extinct Japonic languages may have been spoken in the region.
Most linguists believe that Japonic emerged in Japan during the Yayoi period (c. 300 bcec. 250 ce), but it remains unclear if Japonic grew solely out of the language of the Yayoi immigrants, replacing the earlier language, or if the language of the Yayoi culture combined with the earlier language to form Japonic (see also creole languages). A number of
attempts have been made to relate Japonic to broader language families. One hypothesis, first put forth in the early 20th century, suggests a relationship between Japanese and the Austronesian languages. In the latter part of the 20th century a number of linguists posited a genetic relationship between Korean and Japanese. A number of them further
argued that the two languages shared a genetic relationship with the Altaic languages, constituting a language family often termed Macro-Altaic. Some scholars have attempted to reconcile the possible Austronesian and Altaic origins of Japanese. They argue that a language with a phonological system like those of Austronesian was brought to Japan
by the immigrants of the prehistoric Jmon era (c. 10,500 to c. 300 bce) and that this language formed a linguistic substratum as it mixed with the language of the Yayoi culture, thought to be a form of Altaic by some who promote this hypothesis. However, none of these hypotheses have gained widespread agreement. A number of linguists have
critiqued the connection between Japonic and Austronesian languages arguing that connections between words in the two languages are tenuous. In the 21st century scholars increasingly reject the genetic relationship between Altaic languages as a whole. Some scholars continue to argue for the genetic relationship between Japanese and Korean,
while others consider the similarities to be the result of language contact. The countrys geography, characterized by high mountain peaks and deep valleys as well as by small isolated islands, has fostered the development of various dialects throughout the archipelago. Different dialects are often mutually unintelligible; the speakers of the Kagoshima
dialect of Kyushu are not understood by the majority of the people of the main island of Honshu. Likewise, northern dialect speakers from such places as Aomori and Akita are not understood by most people in metropolitan Tokyo or anywhere in western Japan. Japanese dialectologists agree that a major dialect boundary separates Okinawan dialects
of the Ryukyu Islands from the rest of the mainland dialects. The latter are then divided into either three groupsEastern, Western, and Kyushu dialectsor simply Eastern and Western dialects, the latter including the Kyushu group. Linguistic unification has been achieved by the spread of the kyts-go common language, which is based on the Tokyo
dialect. A standardized written language has been a feature of compulsory education, which started in 1886. Modern mobility and mass media also have helped to level dialectal differences and have had a strong effect on the accelerated rate of the loss of local dialects. Dutch, Yiddish, Japanese, or Hindi? Quiz Calligraphy from the 11th centuryThree
poems from the Kokinsh, the first anthology of Japanese poetry, compiled in 905; calligraphy from the 11th century; in the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York.Written records of Japanese date to the 8th century, the oldest among them being the Kojiki (712; Records of Ancient Matters). If the history of the language were to be split in two, the
division would fall somewhere between the 12th and 16th centuries, when the language shed most of its Old Japanese characteristics and acquired those of the modern language. It is common, however, to divide the 1,200-year history into four or five periods; Old Japanese (up to the 8th century), Late Old Japanese (9th11th century), Middle Japanese
(12th16th century), Early Modern Japanese (17th18th century), and Modern Japanese (19th century to the present). Through the centuries, Japanese grammatical structure has remained remarkably stable, to the degree that with some basic training in the grammar of classical Japanese, modern readers can readily appreciate such classical literature
as the Manysh (compiled after 759; Collection of Ten Thousand Leaves), an anthology of Japanese verse; the Tosa nikki (935; The Tosa Diary); and the Genji monogatari (c. 1010; The Tale of Genji). Despite that stability, however, a number of features distinguish Old Japanese from Modern Japanese. Inscribed gatesThe torii gates at Fushimi Inari
Shrine in Kyto, Japan, bear the names of their donors and the dates of their donation.Old Japanese is widely believed to have had eight vowels; in addition to the five vowels in modern use, /i, €, a, 0, u/, the existence of three additional vowels /, , / is assumed for Old Japanese. Some maintain, however, that Old Japanese had only five vowels and
attribute the differences in vowel quality to the preceding consonants. There is also some indication that Old Japanese had a remnant form of vowel harmony. (Vowel harmony is said to exist when certain vowels call for other specific vowels within a certain domain, generally, within a word.) The wholesale shift of p to h (and to w between vowels) also
took place relatively early, such that Modern Japanese has no native or Sino-Japanese word that begins with p. The remnant forms with the original p are seen among some Okinawan dialects; e.g., Okinawan pi fire and pana flower correspond to the Tokyo forms hi and hana. Want to learn how to speak Japanese but dont know where to start? Whether
youre into anime, planning a trip to Japan, or simply love the language, this guide will show you how to speak Japanese step by stepeven if youre starting from zero.Lets break it down into small, simple steps so you can start speaking quickly and confidently.Quick SummaryMaster the basics first Learn hiragana and katakana to build a strong
foundation in reading and pronunciation.Start speaking early Use beginner phrases and polite expressions to start real conversations right away.Build vocabulary by theme Learn words by category (e.g., days, numbers, people) to make recall and usage easier.Understand sentence structure Learn particles and verb forms to confidently form your own
Japanese sentences. Step 1: Learn Hiragana and KatakanaBefore diving into speaking Japanese, start with hiragana and katakana. These are two of the three Japanese writing systems (the third being kanji). Hiragana and katakana are syllabarieseach character represents a sound.What is Hiragana?Hiragana is the first script Japanese children learn.
Its used for native Japanese words and grammatical functions.Examples: (a), (i), (w), (e), (0) (taberu to eat), (neko cat)What is Katakana?Katakana is used for foreign words, onomatopoeia, and some company names. Though the sounds match hiragana, katakana has a more angular look.Examples: (kh coffee), (terebi TV), (konpyt computer)Practice
Tips:Use kana apps like Duolingo, LingoDeer, or Tofugus Kana GuidePractice writing each character by handSay them aloud to reinforce pronunciationUse online kana quizzes for reviewOnce you know kana, youll read signs, menus, and subtitles fasterand pronounce Japanese words correctly.Step 2: Learn Basic Japanese PhrasesNow that you can
read basic kana, its time to learn the essential phrases for simple conversations.Everyday Phrases in Japanese (konnichiwa) Hello (ohayou gozaimasu) Good morning (konbanwa) Good evening / (arigatou / arigatou gozaimasu) Thank you (sumimasen) Excuse me / Sorry (hai) Yes (iie) NoPoliteness Levels in JapaneseFormal (teineigo): For strangers,
customers, or business settingsCasual (kudaketa): For friends and familyHonorific (keigo): For respectful speech in formal jobsPhrases Practice TipsUse HelloTalk or Tandem to message native speakersRecord yourself saying greetings and compare with native audioPractice short greetings aloud dailyStep 3: Learn Basic Japanese VocabularyOnce you
know phrases, start expanding your vocabulary. Learn words by category, so its easier to connect them in sentences.Days of the Week in Japanese (getsuyoubi Monday) (kayoubi Tuesday) (suiyoubi Wednesday) (mokuyoubi Thursday) (kinyoubi Friday) (doyoubi Saturday) (nichiyoubi Sunday)Japanese Numbers (110) )1 0203040506 070809
() 10Useful Japanese Nouns (sensei teacher) (tomodachi friend) (inu dog) (mizu water) (gakusei student)Vocabulary Practice TipsUse apps like Anki, Quizlet, or DropsLabel items in your house with sticky notesMake daily themed word lists (food, weather, places)Write simple example sentences with each wordStep 4: Understand Japanese Sentence
StructureJapanese sentences often follow this order: Subject Object VerbExample: (Watashi wa sushi o tabemasu.) I eat sushi.Essential Particles (wa): Marks the topic (0): Marks the direct object (ga): Emphasizes subject (ni): Time/direction/destination (de): Place of action or means]Japanese Verb Forms (tabemasu) Eat (polite) (tabemashita) Ate (past)
(tabemasen) Dont eat (negative)Sentence Practice TipsUse the pattern [noun] [verb] to create sentences Write mini journal entries in JapanesePractice switching tenses or making questionsStep 5: Practice Speaking with OthersSpeaking regularly helps you improve faster. Dont wait to get readystart using Japanese right away!Where to PracticeApps:
HelloTalk, Tandem, iTalkiLanguage Exchange Sites: ConversationExchange, SpeakyLocal/Online Meetups: Check Meetup.com or language learning DiscordsSpeak to Yourself: Narrate your day in JapaneseUseful Learner Phrases Please say that again Please speak slowly I dont understand How do you say that?Speaking Confidence TipsRecord
yourself and listen backFocus on clarity, not speedCelebrate progress, not perfectionExample 1: Meeting Someone in JapaneseA: (Hajimemashite. Ken desu.)Nice to meet you. Im Ken.B: (Hajimemashite. Aya desu. Yoroshiku onegaishimasu.)Nice to meet you. Im Aya. Please take care of me.Example 2: Asking for the Time in JapaneseA: (Ima nanji desu
ka?)What time is it now?B: (Gogo sanji desu.)Its 3 p.m.Example 3: Ordering Food in JapaneseA: (Sumimasen, kh o kudasai.)Excuse me, Id like a coffee.B: (Hai, kashikomarimashita.)Certainly.What to Learn NextWant to level up your Japanese speaking and listening skills? Here are a few helpful guides from 90 Day Japanese: Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQs)Here are some of the common questions asked related to speaking Japanese.Can I learn to speak Japanese without learning to write it?Yes, but learning hiragana and katakana helps you read signs, menus, and understand pronunciation better.How long does it take to start speaking Japanese?If you study consistently, you can start
using basic phrases within a few weeks. Even short daily practice makes a big difference.Whats the best way to practice speaking Japanese alone?Try shadowing native audio, reading aloud, narrating your day, or using voice input to practice pronunciation.Can I use YouTube or anime for speaking practice?Yes! Listen to short clips, repeat lines, and
imitate tone and rhythm. Subtitled anime and slice-of-life dramas are great tools.Wrap UpYou dont need to wait to speak Japanese. Even with a small set of phrases, you can start conversations and build confidence.Practice every dayout loud, with others, or even just to yourself. The more you speak, the more natural it will feel.Learning a language is
a journey of constant discovery. Embrace the process, be patient with yourself, and enjoy every moment of learning Japanese!Whats your favorite Japanese phrase so far? Let us know in the comments! I want to learn Japanese! If you follow the instructions in this over the top, step-by-step guide, you will reach your goal of Japanese fluency. However,
this journey is going to take a lot of effort and hard work on your part. Anyone who tells you learning a language is going to be easy is either misinformed or trying to sell you something. And eventually, after the honeymoon phase of learning wears off, progress feels slower. You burn out. Sh*t hits the fan. If you've ever tried learning something new,
you know exactly what I'm talking about. Instead, you need to do things the hard way (i.e. the correct way) right from the start. Just because we're doing it right doesn't mean it has to be inefficient. This method for learning Japanese starts at the very beginning. I assume you have zero knowledge of the Japanese language and guide you through each
step. I'll cover reading, writing, speaking, and listening. And we explain what you should use, when, and why. This should be everything you need to progress, that way you don't use all of that fresh enthusiasm you're feeling on planning how to learn, and instead spend it on actual learning. Make like those famous shoes and just do it. Our goal is to
reach Japanese fluency as directly as possible. Unlike a teacher or a textbook, we have the freedom to be ruthless in the path we take to get there. There are no tests or quizzes to take. You don't have to move at the speed of the slowest learner in your group. All you need to do is follow each step, do the work, and progress. Just keep in mind that
because of this, some steps may seem counterintuitive. They may even seem slow compared to other methods, but everything has been carefully selected to get you to the finish line faster and more efficiently. We'll talk more about that later. A bit of housekeeping first: This is a living document, meaning it will be updated from time to time. Check
back, subscribe to our email list, or follow us on Twitter to know when these updates happen. And, if you already have experience with Japanese, I still recommend you give it a read. There's a good chance you'll find something important to help you on your own Japanese language journey. Table of Contents Zero Knowledge of Japanese Welcome to
learning Japanese! This section is for the true beginner. You know little-to-no Japanese. Maybe a "konnichiwa" here and a "baka" there. These first steps you take are especially important because they're going to set a foundation you can build off of. The more deliberate your steps, the easier everything that follows will be. Carefully completing this
section is going to be necessary if you want to avoid the thing that takes down most learners: the intermediate wall. Instead, take your time on these foundational steps. What feels slow now is actually speed later on. Learn to Read Hiragana Estimated Time: 1 day to 1 week Hiragana is Japan's version of the alphabet. It is one of three Japanese writing
systems you need to learn to be able to read. The other two are katakana and kanji, but hiragana is where everything starts. The ability to read hiragana is going to be a prerequisite for most beginner Japanese textbooks and resources. It's the first thing you learn in a traditional classroom. Surprisingly, I agree with everyone else. This is a good place
to start. Most Japanese classrooms spend an entire month learning how to read and write hiragana. That's too long! Instead of writing out each hiragana character over and over to memorize them, use the guide below and you may be reading hiragana later tonight. It uses mnemonics and worksheets that are designed to help you learn and be able to
recall hiragana faster than you thought possible. Do it: Learn How to Read Hiragana It's important to note that this guide is going to teach you how to read hiragana and not how to write it. This has a purpose! While it is important to learn how to hand write Japanese eventually, right now it will slow you down immensely with very little payoff. Typing
covers 99% of modern day writing so you will learn how to type hiragana (and katakana and kanji) instead. This, in combination with mnemonics and worksheets, will allow you to learn how to read hiragana in a day or two instead of a month. Remember: You're not in a class. You don't have to move at the speed of the slowest 10%. There is no speed
limit. In order to complete this section and move on, you need to get to the point where you can read all of the hiragana. Even if you're slow, as long as you can recall each character, as well as the contractions, without cheating, that's enough. You're about to get plenty of practice and your reading speed will naturally increase over time as you move
on. Note: Read "Japanese Pronunciation, Part 1" (below) before you start learning hiragana. Basic Japanese Pronunciation Estimated Time: n/a Good pronunciation starts with hiragana. While hiragana alone won't teach you everything, it is the key to understanding how and why Japanese words sound the way they do. It will also help you get the
foundation you need for a native-sounding accent. At the very least, hiragana will get you 80% of the way there. For the remaining 20%, we wrote a guide covering the basics of Japanese pronunciation. Before you begin learning how to read hiragana, you should read up to the "Japanese Sounds and Your Mouth" section. Once you've finished learning
how to read hiragana, go though that section again, but this time read about "Important Differences" as well. This section will cover all of the sounds that don't exist in English, giving you a head start. Make sure you can pronounce all of the hiragana characters correctly before moving on. Read: Basic Japanese Pronunciation Guide With
pronunciation, it's best to put the time and work in now, at the beginning. Don't ignore it because it's hard. When things get more difficult, it's very important that you've spent time speaking and hearing these sounds so that you can learn about all the differences and exceptions headed your way. Okay, now go ahead and get back to learning how to
read hiragana. Get to the point where you can read and recall everything, then move on to the next section. Learning to Type Hiragana in Japanese Estimated Time: 1-2 days (or less)Prerequisite: Able to read hiragana Now that you can read and pronounce hiragana (remember, slowly is okay!) it's time to learn how to type it on your computer or
smartphone. First, you need to install a Japanese keyboard. Luckily, you don't have to buy a special piece of hardware or computer to do this thanks to a type of software called an IME (input method editor). You can add an IME onto almost any kind of computer, phone, or operating system. Just follow the instructions in this guide to add them to your
devices: Read: How to Install a Japanese Keyboard After youre done installing, its time to learn how to actually type. Use the following guide, and only focus on the hiragana portion (since thats all you know how to read right now): Read: How to Type in Japanese Assuming you are able to read hiragana, typing in hiragana is surprisingly
straightforward. Once you feel confident in your typing abilities, including trickier things like contractions, small tsu, and dakuten, move on to the next section. It's time to talk about the elephant in every Japanese learner's room: kanji. Understanding the Concept of "Kanji" Estimated Time: n/a In our Japanese learning method, you're going to learn to
read kanji characters very early. As soon as you can read and type hiragana it's time to start tackling kanji. Here is our reasoning: The most difficult thing about learning Japanese is kanji. At least, that's what people say. But trying to save it or brush it off until later isn't going to help you learn Japanese. Almost everything uses kanji, making it one of
the most important aspects of learning this language. Your learning quality of life will drop drastically if you choose to ignore it. A lot of a beginners time when using a textbook is spent looking up kanji and vocabulary. This takes your focus away from the grammar you're trying to learn and makes progression slow and frustrating. Learning (some)
kanji and vocabulary first makes learning grammar a lot faster and, more importantly, easier. Think of it this way: you're losing a little time now to save a ton of time later. Kanji leads to vocabulary, vocabulary aids communication, and grammar is like the glue that holds vocabulary together. Without vocabulary there's nothing for the grammar glue to
stick to and everything gets messy. It makes grammar abstract and difficult to learn, when it doesn't have to be. Like hiragana, we have a way for you to learn kanji that's way more effective than the traditional methodology (rote memorization). Thanks to that, it won't be as difficult as everyone says. It may even *gasp* be a pleasure to learn! Maybe.
This kanji-vocabulary-first route will get you to the point where you can use Japanese quickly. It feels slow at first, but soon you will rocket past your fellow Japanese learning compatriots. You'll also be able to get over that "intermediate wall" easier and quicker than if you were to use a traditional method. This lowers your chances of burnout and
giving up all together. If you're on board with this philosophy, you need to start at the very beginning: understanding what kanji is and how it's used. For that, we have another guide for you to read: Read: Onyomi vs. Kunyomi: Whats the Difference? Once you understand how Japanese kanji readings work, youll be ready to learn some actual kanji.
Beginning Kanji & Stockpiling Kanji Knowledge Estimated Time: 1-3 months Important note about this section: You should start to learn katakana (the next section) at the same time as this step. "Beginning Kanji & Stockpiling Kanji Knowledge" will take 1-3 months. In fact, you can complete all of the steps up to "The Beginner of Japanese" while you
work on this one! Okay, so it's time to actually learn kanji. Let's define what "learn kanji" means before you get started. That way you know what is expected of you. When I say "learn kanji" I mean learn the kanjis most important (English) meaning(s), and their most important (Japanese) reading(s). As you know from reading about on'yomi and
kun'yomi, some kanji have a lot of readings. And, unfortunately, English meanings are just translations and can't always match the Japanese meaning one-to-one. That means there can be many correct English meanings for a single kanji that you'll need to deal with. We'll narrow those down so you only learn the most important meanings and readings
firstthe ones used 80-90% of the time. The remaining meanings and readings will come via vocabulary and other practice. As you learn kanji you will also learn vocabulary that use those kanji. Not only will this help solidify those kanji concepts in your mind, but it will also be where you learn the remaining kanji readings. Plus, as you know, this
vocabulary will be used to give you something to glue together with grammar later. By the end of this guide, your goal is to know around 2,000 of the most important kanji as well as 6-7000 vocabulary words that use them. With this groundwork you should be able to read almost anythingor at least have the tools to easily decipher the rest on your
own. Your goal should be to learn 20-30 kanji and ~100 vocabulary words that use those kanji (and only those kanji) each week. If that seems like a lot, don't worry: there is a method for memorization that will speed things up considerably. Please read up on the Radicals Mnemonic Method. As a bonus, you will learn some important foundational
knowledge about how kanji works in here as well. Read: Learn kanji with the radicals mnemonic method In this guide you will learn how to narrow down kanji meanings and readings to the most important ones. You will learn how to use radicals and mnemonics and how to create an effective routine. You should be able to use these techniques to
create a weekly study plan on your own for free, as long as you put in the work. But, if you would like all of the above (and then some) in one, complete package, we recommend the kanji learning program, WaniKani. We'll be referencing it going forward, but just know that creating your own content and schedule is totally fine and doable. You'll just
need to make sure you maintain your pace to keep up. Or, for some of you, make sure you slow down so you don't burn out! Once you begin learning vocabulary in WaniKani (or your own system) read the Basic Japanese Pronunciation Guide from the Pronouncing Vocabulary section all the way through to the end. You will learn about long and short
vowel sounds, double consonants, dropping sounds (all common stumbling blocks for beginners), and more. You will also learn about pitch accent. Although it may be difficult now, just knowing pitch accent exists and how it works in Japanese will give you a leg up. Read: Basic Japanese Pronunciation Guide Okay! Make sure you get started now. Do
the work, don't just plan to do it! Sitting down and starting is the hardest part. Learn to Read Katakana Estimated Time: 2 days to 2 weeksPrerequisite: Able to read hiragana Learning katakana is about the same as learning hiragana, with a few Shyamalanian twists. We have yet another mnemonic-based guide for you, and chances are you'll be able to
read katakana within the next few days if you're willing to put in the work. You should get to the point where you can read all of the katakana, however slowly, by the time you start unlocking vocabulary in WaniKani (or by the time you start vocabulary in your own kanji method). Although katakana words won't show up a lot right from the start, there
are enough to make it worthwhile. It's also a good way to spend your extra time while the number of kanji you're learning is still quite low. Do it: Learn to Read Katakana Note: Katakana tends to give learners more trouble than hiragana. This is because it seems to be used less than hiragana and kanji, especially at the beginning stages. Later on,
katakana will appear more frequently, but for now simply being able to read katakana is enough. There will be plenty of opportunities to get better at itjust know that reading katakana may not come as quickly as it did with hiragana. And that's okay. Hiragana and kanji are just more useful right now, so spend your limited time and energy there. Once
you can read each katakana characterno matter how slowlymove on to the next section about typing katakana. Learning to Type Katakana Estimated Time: 1-2 hours Prerequisites: Able to type hiragana, able to read katakana Katakana is similar to hiragana in many ways, and thanks to this, learning how to type it should be fairly easy. There are a few
differences to figure out, but you will be able to apply your hiragana knowledge to it and progress quickly. Jump to the katakana section of our typing guide and get started. Read: How to Type Katakana Note: Make sure you keep working on your kanji! If youre using WaniKani, just do your reviews as they become available. It's important to make this
a habit. Because WaniKani is a spaced repetition system there must be spaces between reviews. Longer and longer ones, in fact (though it will depend on how well you're doing). Do your reviews on time and youll get through this initial "slow" phase in a week or two. That's a drop in the bucket compared to your entire Japanese-learning career, so try



to be patient. The waiting time is critical to testing your ability to recall information. Learning to Type Kanji Estimated Time: 1-2 hours Prerequisite: Able to read 20-30 kanji Before starting this step, make sure you can read a handful of kanji. Twenty or thirty will do just fine. If you're using WaniKani, this is when you start unlocking vocabulary or are
around level 2. Okay, are you done? Typing in kanji is a little more complicated than typing in hiragana or katakana, but it still follows similar rules. Learn how to type in kanji using the kanji section of our guide then read to the end. There are some additional tips and tricks in there (punctuation, symbols, etc.) that may come in handy. Read: How to
type kanji Now you know how to type everything there is to type in Japanese (that is, unless you count kaomoji)! If you can type in English, typing in Japanese is surprisingly easy. With practice, you'll be able to type it as naturally as you type in your native language. To continue using this typing knowledge, you'll need to know more kanji and
vocabulary. Once you get there though, you'll be ready for "The Beginner of Japanese" section! Before moving on, you should reach level 10 on WaniKani (or around 300 kanji and 1,000 vocabulary words using your own method). This is an important time in terms of pronunciation too. Make sure you consciously mimic the vocabulary audio. Think
about pitch accent as you do it. This work will prepare you for sentences later. With this kanji knowledge (and good pronunciation, to boot!), grammar is going to come quickly to you. You won't be spending your grammar study time looking up every other word. Instead, you'll be able to focus solely on grammar, and you'll know the contents of 80% of
every sentence you see for the first time. When you say these sentences out loud, you won't be tripping over your tongue because you'll already be intimately familiar with Japanese sounds and pronunciation. The time you put into kanji, vocabulary, and pronunciation will begin to pay off. Put your head down, trust in this, and do the work each day. Go
on, get to it, and come back here when you're done. The Beginner of Japanese Being a beginner of anything is great. Everything is new, everything feels like real, tangible progress, and even if you're bad at something, you can't really tell because you don't know enough yet anyway. Enjoy it while it lasts. At this point, you have a strong base of kanji
and vocabulary. If you are using WaniKani, you should be at level 10 or above. If you are doing kanji on your own, or using another resource, you should know the most common meaning and reading of around 300 kanji and 1,000 vocabulary words. If you are using a resource that only teaches you the meaning of a kanji (and not how to read it), that
doesn't count. You need to be able to do the whole thing, not just the easiest 20%. With this assumption about your knowledge in place, we're going to go through some options for how you can learn Japanese grammar. This includes using a textbook as well as creating your own grammar program from scratch. We offer some of our own material as
well. Most likely, you'll end up doing a hybrid of the above. No matter what you choose, your foundation of kanji, vocabulary, and pronunciation will make everything much easier. Without it, even the best Japanese textbook will be a frustrating experience. Using a Spaced Repetition System For Vocabulary Estimated Time: 2-4 hours + ongoing You
will learn a lot of vocabulary purely from your kanji studies. As long as you have a good kanji system in place, you shouldn't worry too much. However, you will definitely need to learn all of the words that do not use kanji too. In the beginning, this will largely be grammatical things, and words that don't use kanji, from your textbook. Later it will be
vocabulary you pick up from signs, manga, and other real life sources. It's time to learn how and when to introduce vocabulary words from outside your kanji studies into your study routine. The most important thing is to have a good system in place. You need to be able to record and store these words so that you can study them later. You also need a
good system to handle and process these words. It's a waste if you record them once and never look at them again. At your currently level, most of the new words you encounter will probably be hiragana or katakana-only words. Once you start reading more and more Japanese, the number of new words you encounter will increase, so being able to
keep track and add these to your routine becomes even more important. For now though, your goal is to develop a habit of collecting, processing, and studying vocabulary that is unfamiliar to you. This should become second nature. 1. Collecting Vocabulary Most likely, you will find most of the vocabulary that you want to learn in your Japanese
textbook (we'll cover that really soon!). As I mentioned earlier, these might be words that don't have kanji, or maybe they're words that you didn't learn in WaniKani. There are a lot of words out there and no one resource will teach you all of them. Once you've found some words that you want to learn you need to collect them. How you do this doesn't
matter as much as actually doing it. Put them in a spreadsheet, a tool like Evernote or OneNote, or just write them down on a piece of paper. Make sure wherever you put these new words is easily accessible and make a trigger for yourself that essentially says "if I see a vocabulary word I want to learn, then I add it to my list." There are plenty of list-
apps and pieces of paper out there, so it's going to be difficult for me to say what you should use. I'm partial to Evernote and have my own processes built up there. And Airtable is a great spreadsheet app for people who don't think in math. But maybe you like physical pocket-sized notebooks, to-do lists, your smartphone camera (with a special folder
for future processing), or something else. Whatever you use, make sure it's easy for you. Figure out what makes sense and make it work. If this step doesn't happen, everything else will fall apart. 2. Processing The next step is processing. I'd recommend you create a habit where every day, week, or month (it depends on how much new vocabulary you
want to introduce to your routine) you go through this list and put them into your SRS of choice. What is an SRS? I'm glad you asked. 3. Adding the Words to Your SRS If you've been using WaniKani, you've been using a "Spaced Repetition System" (a.k.a. SRS) this whole time! But you'll want to use something else for the vocabulary you find out in the
wild. For this, we wrote a guide. In it you'll learn how to collect vocabulary and add them to your SRS. Read: Spaced Repetition and Japanese: The Definitive Guide One additional piece of reading I'd recommend is this article on Keyword Mnemonics. For the non-kanji vocabulary you want to learn this is a surprisingly simple (and effective) mnemonic
method which will allow you to learn more vocabulary in one sitting, and be able to recall it for longer. Read: Keyword Mnemonic Method for Learning Japanese Vocabulary As I said earlier, you won't be working with a ton of vocabulary at the start. For now, let your kanji studies give you most of your vocabulary. Then, when stray street vocabulary
does start coming up, send it through the vocabulary process you've built. Make this a habit. Habit generally means 3-6 weeks of doing something regularly. And you should start now, because in six weeks you'll be needing to utilize this habit a lot more. Beginning Japanese Grammar Estimated Time: It's a mystery Its (finally!) time to start learning
grammar. If you followed this guide to the letter, youre probably 2-4+ months into your Japanese studies. If it's more than that, don't worry about it. We all go at our own speeds and the important thing is that you kept moving forward. You should know around 300 kanji and 1,000 Japanese vocabulary words, and your pronunciation should be getting
better, or at least you're being conscious about improving it. Now its time to kick Japanese grammar's butt. Let's start by internalizing a philosophy. Carry this with you for the rest of your life: When learning something new, you should already know 80% of it. This means that each new thing you learn should be a 20% (or smaller) incremental step. A
+1 from where you are, rather than a +20 or +100. Most people go into a textbook with zero knowledge and wind up spending a large chunk of their time looking up words they don't know. How much of a sentence is vocabulary? Depending on the length, it's easy to answer "more than 80%." So when you're learning grammar with a textbook, coming
into it with prior vocabulary knowledge brings you to that 80%. Leaving you just the grammar, which you can then point your laser-like focus towards. Instead of constantly flipping to the index to look up a word or kanji and deal with context switching when you finally get back to the lesson, all you have to worry about is learning the grammar and
nothing else. That's the +1 we're talking about. Let's assume for a moment that your Japanese vocabulary knowledge doesn't get you to 80% (or more). If that's the case, there are a few possible reasons: You don't know enough vocabulary: If you don't know a lot of the words in a sentence before studying with it, then you don't understand 80% of the
sentence before you start. In this case, go back to your kanji/vocabulary studies for a while and reconsider the level of the resource you're using. Another solution would be to pull the vocabulary from the resource, study them with your SRS method, and then come back once you've learned them. You don't know enough grammar: Imagine you're
looking at a sentence that contains three separate grammar points. If you're being taught one of the three, but you don't know the other two, you're dipping way below that ideal 80%. The sentence is very short: If a phrase only has three parts (ex. "[vocabulary] + [particle] + [vocabulary]"), and you don't know one of them, you're going to be at 66%.
In cases like this, you can make an exception. Knowing 66% of a three piece phrase, or 75% of a four piece phrase is acceptable. This will be very common in the beginning. That's the philosophy we're working off of going forward, so double-check that you have that base of kanji and vocab before continuing with this guide. Your failure rate increases
dramatically if this foundation is weak! A Beginner's Japanese Textbook / Program Estimated Time: 1-3 months It's time to take our philosophy and apply it to a beginner textbook. All the things that would have normally tripped you up (the things teachers and textbooks have a tough time explaining, due to the curse of knowledge) should now be less
difficult to deal with. And with kanji and vocabulary already in your tool belt, learning grammar should be much more interesting. You won't be spending 90% of your time and energy on looking up kanji and vocabulary you don't know. Instead, you'll just be doing it. With this base knowledge, choosing a specific textbook or program to follow becomes
less important, but there are still many "good" textbooks and many "bad" textbooks out there. Most will teach you the same content one way or another, so pick one that you feel fits your learning style. To help you with this choice, we wrote a guide: Read: The Best Japanese Textbooks for Beginners Whatever you end up choosing, get started right
away. It's so easy for people to get trapped in a "preparation loop" where they spend all of their time planning and getting ready, only to stop before any actual work gets done. At this point you will focus on working through your textbook of choice. Try to progress through the entire thing from beginning to end. Doing this will create a strong
foundation of Japanese inside of you, something you can use to base other knowledge off of. Once all of the basic, foundational grammar is in place you'll be able to really accelerate and work toward fluency. It will take around 2-6 months to get through most beginner Japanese textbooks. Though, this does depend on how much time you have to spend
on your studies and what grammar method you choose. You can even go through a couple different textbooks at the same time, if you want. What one textbook doesn't teach well, another probably does. That being said, if you don't feel like you understand a concept, or you want to know more, there's plenty of ways to get your questions answered. I
recommend not skipping questionsinstead, follow your curiosity! Learning is supposed to be fun, though school may have "taught" you otherwise. Read the next section as you start your textbook studies. You'll eventually run into something you don't know that your textbook doesn't explain. You might as well be ready for it. Answering Your Japanese
Language Questions As you're going through your textbook, you're going to run into things you don't understand. Or, you'll find you don't know 80% anymore. It's not necessarily a failure of your textbook, it's just that many of them were designed for teachers to use in a classroom. They expect someone to be there to answer questions for you. Or,
there just isn't enough paper in the world to cover everything. Not to worry. When you run into something you don't understand you can look it up. No matter what kind of question you're asking or answer you're searching for, we wrote up a guide that will tell you how to find anything Japanese language related: Read: How to Answer your Japanese
Language Questions Note: You should continue to use WaniKani (or whatever kanji learning method you chose) as you continue on. You should keep going until you finish, and/or you reach the end of this guide. It is important to keep your kanji-vocabulary knowledge ahead of your grammar knowledge at all times. If you don't, that 80% ratio will tick
down until your studies no longer feel sustainable or fun. Alternative: Learning Japanese Grammar On Your Own Estimated Time: 1-3 months By gathering all that kanji and vocabulary knowledge youre making it possible to learn grammar on your own. Learning grammar is easy comparatively. That being said, if you decide not to use a Japanese
textbook as your main resource, there are some things you'll want to consider: Order of Learning This is a topic we'll be writing a big guide on. But, it's quite complicated so I haven't gotten around to it yet. We'll fill in this section with that guide in the near future, but for now don't use my slowness as an excuse. Just get started. If you do, ordering
will, for the most part, naturally fall into place if you follow the "know 80% of all new things" philosophy. Fact Checking / Cross Referencing Don't just trust any ol' thing you read on the internet. The same goes for textbooks and teachers, too. When you learn a new piece of Japanese grammar, make sure to read explanations from multiple sources.
Some will be complicated with hard linguistic language while others will be overly simplified. And a few here and there will be just right! Making a habit out of using multiple explanations and resources for one thing will feel like it's slowing you down at first, but it's much faster overall. We'll list some really good reference books at the end of the
Beginning Japanese section, so make sure to take a look. Do the Work If you're studying Japanese grammar on your own, it's even more important to do the work. It's not hard to study and use what you've learned. It's hard to sit down and start. Even more so than a class or textbook, you'll need to make sure you actually sit down and make progress.
Measurable progress, preferably, though you'll have to figure out just how to measure it. With a textbook, you can just say, "I could answer all the questions," or, "I made it through twelve pages this week." Doing grammar on your own makes it harder to see and feel yourself moving forward. You are, but it's a bit hidden. Sometimes, You'll Just Get
Stuck If this is happening a lotand no amount of research gets you through ityou might want to consider finding a professional to help. Speaking of professionals Optional: Finding A Japanese Language Tutor Estimated Time: n/a This may be the time to consider finding a Japanese language tutor, especially if you feel like you're not able to answer your
questions about Japanese on your own. With a foundation of kanji and vocabulary already in place, you will be able to focus on the things that a tutor can help you with the most: speaking, listening, and answering questions. Keep in mind that focusing on kanji and vocabulary with a tutor tends to be a poor use of this time. Most teachers don't have
any idea how to teach kanji (it's just, "go learn these kanji and vocab by next week") and many tutors try to promote rote memorization because that's how they learned as a child. When using a tutor it's important to focus on things only a tutor will be able to help you with. Those include their ability to speak, think, and explain nuances that haven't
been written about or studied (yet). You're not required to get a tutor or a teacher at this point, but if you were really looking forward to this part, now is the appropriate time to do it. Everything from here on out won't rely on your having access to a teacher, tutor, or native speaker, so you can still progress without needing to complete this step.
Suggested Books and Resources Estimated Time: n/a As you're moving along, there's always going to be more to learn. Don't be afraid to stop moving forward to indulge your curiosity. These "slowdowns" will speed you up as you strengthen past knowledge and make connections between them. For times like this, reference books are quite good. If
you're only going to buy one, I'd recommend the "Basic" book from the Dictionary of Japanese Grammar series. It is the best Japanese language reference book out there, in my opinion. Other than that, look through the "Reference Books" section of our Beginner Japanese Textbooks, Reference Books, and Dictionaries article. There are quite a few
good ones! Read: The Best Japanese Reference Books & Dictionaries Note: With any skill, it's important that you focus on the things you're worst at. "Raise the floor, not the ceiling," so to speak. If you do that, you'll find everything else gets elevated, and you'll be less frustrated overall. You'll have more data to reference in your brain as more
unknown ideas and concepts pop up. For example, if you're bad at verbs, pick up The Handbook of Japanese Verbs and just read through it. It might take you an afternoon, but every verb you see from that day on won't be a detriment to your progress. Instead, it will positively affect all other aspects of your Japanese. Raise the floor, because no matter
how high your ceiling, you'll still be down on the ground. The "intermediate" level of Japanese is by far the worst. Most of the people who ultimately give up on learning do it here (assuming they made it past the first few weeks). Available resources begin to dry up, in both number and quality, and learners get stuck or plateau. Without guidance, it can
feel like progressing is an impossible task. This is the intermediate wall. The thing that makes the intermediate level the hardest, though, is what got you here: your competence. The beginner section was your unconscious incompetence stage. That is, you didn't realize you were incompetent, so you never felt discouraged, overly embarrassed, or
stupid. But now you know a thing or two, and it's just enough to know you're not actually amazing at this thing called the Japanese language. It hurts and it's because you are now consciously incompetent, which is no fun at all. Thankfully, a lot of the pain most learners feel at this stage comes from poor learning or teaching methods from the beginner
stages. Things that you, hopefully, avoided. And although everyone will experience conscious incompetence to some degree, some people can get through it quickly and some get trapped here for years. Most, unfortunately, can't make it through at all and give up. Be the type of person that gets through this stage quickly. The other side of this wall is
extremely fun and rewarding, so don't give up and don't let your conscious incompetence get you down. Here's how you do it: Recognize this stage exists and know that you're supposed to feel these uncomfortable feelings. This helps a surprising amount. You don't have to feel dumb because you know that everyone goes through this exact same
situation. It's all a part of the process and if other people made it out, you can too. You've already been preparing for this moment. This guide has prepped you to get through this fairly quickly. You're at an advantage! Most people wallow in the conscious incompetence stage for a long time because they lack two things: kanji and vocabulary. But by
this point, you know more kanji and vocabulary than any intermediate level Japanese language student ought to. This is why you spent so much time on WaniKani (or one of its alternatives). It slows you down in the beginning so that you can blast through this wall. With all that in mind, its time to start on some intermediate material. Make sure you
are good on 100% of the previous sections before moving on. This is, by far, the most difficult portion of your Japanese education. You must have a good foundation to jump off of. When you're ready, you can start browsing our Japanese articles and Grammar pages. Good luck!
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