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Tier	one	instruction

The	Essential	Strategies	for	Effective	Classroom	Instruction	Incorporating	specialized	interventions	can	significantly	enhance	instruction	in	classrooms.	Below	are	some	effective	strategies	teachers	can	implement:	Problem-Based	Learning	Encourages	Real-World	Exploration	In	the	driver's	seat,	problem-based	learning	(PBL)	helps	students	engage
with	real-life	complex	problems.	By	exploring	these	issues	together,	students	learn	more	effectively	than	through	traditional	teaching	methods.	PBL	can	be	applied	to	various	subjects,	starting	with	case	studies,	roleplays,	and	simulations.	Project-Based	Learning	Fosters	Creativity	and	Collaboration	Project-Based	Learning	(PBL)	is	another
collaborative	approach	where	educators	develop	extended	projects	for	deeper	understanding.	Students	work	together	on	open-ended	assignments	with	multiple	correct	solutions,	refining	their	ideas	through	expert	research	and	peer	review.	Engaging	Students	Through	Game-Based	Learning	Game-based	learning	uses	game	environments	to	engage
students	and	facilitate	learning.	This	approach	allows	students	to	experiment,	make	decisions	independently,	think	critically	about	consequences,	and	learn	from	failures.	Utilizing	Visual	Learning	Strategies	Visual	learning	employs	diagrams,	images,	and	videos	to	support	comprehension.	Tools	like	Lucid	for	Education	create	virtual	environments	for
drawing,	designing,	and	brainstorming.	KWL	charts,	Venn	Diagrams,	and	concept	maps	aid	in	visualizing	what	students	know,	what	they	are	learning,	and	abstract	concepts.	Tier	1	Instructional	Strategies	A	successful	classroom	involves	implementing	these	instructional	strategies:	Establishing	Classroom	Rules	and	Procedures,	teaching	positive
behaviors,	providing	student	choice,	fostering	positive	relationships,	and	using	various	learning	tools.	Building	strong	relationships	with	students	is	crucial	for	educators.	It's	essential	to	experiment	with	different	teaching	methods	to	find	what	works	best	in	each	classroom.	Some	teachers	might	excel	at	project-based	learning,	while	others	may	prefer
gamification.	Identifying	individual	strengths	and	areas	for	improvement	can	be	done	by	working	together	with	other	instructors.	Consistent	feedback	should	be	given	to	students	on	their	performance,	highlighting	both	progress	and	areas	that	need	attention.	Regularly	monitoring	student	progress	allows	for	adjustments	in	teaching	methods	as
needed.	Data	collected	from	this	process	helps	identify	where	students	may	need	extra	support	and	informs	instruction	accordingly.	Technology	can	enhance	learning	when	used	effectively,	engaging	students	and	supporting	educators.	Collaborating	with	fellow	teachers	and	families	is	also	vital	to	ensure	the	well-being	of	students.	In	a	multi-tiered
system	of	supports	(MTSS),	Tier	1	interventions	are	the	first	step	in	addressing	student	needs.	This	involves	providing	high-quality	classroom	instruction	that	caters	to	all	students'	learning	requirements,	ensuring	everyone	has	access	to	grade-level	content.	For	this	to	happen	effectively,	educators	should	focus	on	implementing	research-based
curricula,	utilizing	best	practices,	and	offering	clear	targeted	small	group	instruction	along	with	differentiated	teaching	methods.	Differentiation	itself	is	a	daily	lesson	strategy	that	allows	students	flexible	options	to	engage	with	their	work	at	a	level	they	can	understand,	but	it's	distinct	from	Tier	1	intervention.	Tier	1	interventions	are	designed	to
support	students	who	might	be	falling	behind,	often	requiring	collaboration	between	professionals	and	resources	beyond	the	classroom.	Tier	1	of	the	Multi-Tiered	System	of	Supports	(MTSS)	focuses	on	teaching	expected	behaviors	and	implementing	classroom	routines,	making	it	distinct	from	RTI	and	PBIS	systems.	Schools	provide	a	comprehensive
plan	for	teachers	to	follow	closely,	ensuring	progress	monitoring	and	effectiveness	assessment.	A	Tier	1	intervention	is	deemed	successful	if	80%	or	more	of	students	meet	expectations.	Small	groups	can	help	provide	targeted	instruction	in	math	classrooms	by	bringing	together	students	with	similar	instructional	needs	to	work	collaboratively	on
specific	tasks.	This	approach	allows	for	the	delivery	of	group	interventions	to	a	diverse	range	of	students,	addressing	their	unique	learning	requirements.	By	regularly	adjusting	group	compositions	based	on	student	understanding	and	growth,	as	well	as	the	topic	being	covered,	teachers	can	ensure	that	instruction	remains	relevant	and	engaging.
Using	math	manipulatives	in	the	classroom	can	also	support	students'	conceptual	understanding	of	mathematical	concepts.	Offering	choices	among	different	manipulatives	gives	students	autonomy	to	work	with	materials	that	best	suit	their	learning	style.	For	underprivileged	students	without	access	to	manipulatives,	alternatives	such	as	drawing
visuals	on	whiteboards	or	paper	can	be	used.	Third	Space	Learning's	interactive	platform	and	resources	focus	on	research-based	curricula	that	emphasize	core	instruction	in	the	classroom.	When	selecting	a	math	curriculum,	it	is	crucial	for	schools	and	districts	to	determine	which	one	aligns	with	their	specific	needs.	Goal	setting	is	an	effective
strategy	for	promoting	student	learning.	By	empowering	students	to	set	their	own	goals,	teachers	can	foster	metacognitive	skills,	such	as	self-awareness	and	understanding	of	areas	for	improvement.	Clear	expectations	for	behavior	in	the	mathematics	classroom	are	also	vital	for	supporting	student	success,	including	strategies	like	transition
management,	handling	math	materials,	organizing	resources,	and	promoting	a	group	work	ethic.	These	five	levels	of	intervention	effectiveness	are	ranked	as	follows:	Level	1	being	the	strongest	evidence,	followed	closely	by	Levels	2	and	3,	then	Level	4	with	only	a	demonstrated	rationale,	and	lastly	Level	5	which	is	considered	promising	but	still
requires	more	research.	The	type	of	study	used	in	each	level	also	differs	significantly.	Level	1	requires	strong	evidence	from	studies	showing	significant	positive	impact	on	student	outcomes	without	any	negative	findings.	Well-designed	experimental	studies	are	needed	for	this	tier.	In	contrast,	Level	2	needs	moderate	evidence	where	interventions
have	had	a	positive	effect	on	student	outcomes	through	well-designed	experimental	or	quasi-experimental	studies.	For	Level	3,	promising	evidence	comes	from	at	least	one	correlational	study	that	controls	for	selection	bias.	Level	4	strategies	rely	solely	on	a	demonstrated	rationale	based	on	high-quality	findings	or	evaluations	indicating	an
intervention's	potential	to	improve	student	outcomes.	When	choosing	among	these	levels,	it	is	essential	to	focus	on	quality	over	quantity.	The	more	robust	the	research	supporting	an	intervention,	the	stronger	its	effectiveness	will	be.	In	implementing	MTSS	strategies,	teachers	must	consider	several	factors:	how	much	time	and	planning	are	required,
what	materials	are	needed,	and	whether	additional	staff	support	is	necessary.	Once	a	strategy	is	selected,	it	is	crucial	to	regularly	monitor	and	evaluate	its	effectiveness.	This	includes	setting	review	dates	to	assess	progress	and	make	adjustments	as	needed.	Classroom	layout	also	plays	a	significant	role	in	student	engagement;	keeping	lessons	concise
and	allowing	students	to	take	the	lead	can	foster	active	learning	environments.	Moreover,	grouping	students	based	on	misconceptions	they	need	help	with	can	be	more	effective	than	dividing	them	into	equal-sized	groups.	When	implementing	the	standard	multiplication	algorithm,	consider	dividing	students	into	groups	based	on	regrouping	frequency.
Allocate	group	sizes	and	adjust	if	necessary.	Utilize	a	rotating	schedule	to	ensure	each	group	receives	adult	guidance	within	a	week.	The	quality	of	your	support	can	outweigh	its	frequency.	Foster	positive	reinforcement	by	praising	effort	and	highlighting	effective	mathematical	thinking.	Praising	in	front	of	the	class	encourages	others	to	adopt
successful	strategies.	Tier	1	interventions	aim	to	engage	all	students,	but	if	they're	not	invested,	learning	suffers.	To	boost	Tier	1	engagement,	employ	these	five	strategies:	recognize	that	there's	more	to	math	than	just	knowing	answers;	justify	answers	and	strategies;	make	connections	between	concepts;	use	simple	connections	to	develop	strategies;
and	encourage	math	talk	through	number	talks,	group	tasks,	and	whole-group	discussions.	This	approach	deepens	understanding	and	keeps	students	engaged.	Math	discourse	also	helps	establish	behavioral	expectations	in	the	classroom,	which	can	be	daunting	for	some	teachers.	However,	with	clear	expectations	set	beforehand,	management
becomes	easier.	Students	thrive	in	this	environment,	developing	stronger	learning	experiences	and	social	skills.	Ensure	students	understand	the	math	objectives	while	working	on	tasks.	This	clarity	helps	them	see	the	relevance	of	their	work	and	stay	engaged.	Without	a	sense	of	purpose,	engagement	suffers.	When	students	aren't	challenged,	they
won't	be	invested.	Differentiation,	scaffolding,	and	small	groups	are	crucial	for	providing	appropriate	challenges	in	the	math	classroom.	High-leverage	interventions,	backed	by	data,	can	be	effective	Tier	1	strategies	to	support	student	learning.	Math	intervention	research	highlights	the	effectiveness	of	a	Tier	1	approach,	resulting	in	better	student
engagement	and	academic	performance	compared	to	non-using	classrooms.	Students'	discussions	on	math	concepts	foster	deeper	understanding	and	interest,	which	is	further	enhanced	when	combined	with	social-emotional	learning.	This	combination	aligns	well	with	the	goals	of	Multi-Tiered	System	of	Supports	(MTSS).	The	perception	that	one	might
not	be	a	"math	person"	can	change	through	targeted	interventions.	Studies	show	that	improved	math	self-concept	leads	to	increased	engagement	and	academic	success.	Creating	a	sense	of	belonging	in	the	mathematics	classroom	is	also	crucial,	allowing	space	for	social-emotional	learning.	Technology-based	interventions	have	been	shown	to	boost
student	engagement	in	math	classes.	Personalized	learning	encourages	students	with	autonomy	over	their	experiences,	which	improves	achievements.	Like	all	interventions,	technology-based	learning	should	be	evidence-based	and	support	social	interactions.	Making	math	interventions	socially	responsive	helps	students	understand	the	relevance	of
math	in	daily	life,	enhancing	their	self-concept.	Third	Space	Learning	offers	a	range	of	assessments	to	identify	students	needing	Tier	1	math	intervention.	Their	resource	library	includes	exit	tickets,	practice	state	assessments,	topic	guides	for	each	math	strand,	correlating	worksheets,	and	downloadable	math	intervention	packs	from	one-on-one
tutoring	sessions.	These	resources	are	crucial	for	implementing	effective	Tier	1	interventions.	Understanding	Tier	1,	Tier	2,	and	Tier	3	interventions	is	key	to	supporting	students'	learning	needs.	While	Tier	1	focuses	on	high-quality	classroom	instruction	provided	to	all	students,	Tier	2	and	Tier	3	involve	more	individualized	support	addressing	specific
learning	gaps	or	progressions.	Schools	may	focus	on	implementing	a	new	math	curriculum,	setting	clear	expectations,	or	using	manipulatives.	For	schools	with	students	needing	extra	math	support,	personalized	tutoring	can	be	highly	effective.	By	providing	students	with	opportunities	to	consolidate	their	learning	through	one-on-one	sessions,
educators	can	better	tailor	their	instruction	and	help	students	overcome	challenges.	Online	math	tutoring	services	provide	personalized	instruction	tailored	to	each	student's	needs.	Differentiated	learning	plans	and	scaffolded	pace	ensure	every	student	learns	at	their	own	level,	with	progress	tracked	through	regular	reports.	Programs	are	available	for
grades	2-8,	offering	one-on-one	support.	Our	AI-powered	voice	tutor,	Skye,	leverages	proven	pedagogy	and	curriculum	to	close	learning	gaps	and	accelerate	progress.	The	tutoring	program	is	designed	to	support	students	in	reaching	grade-level	expectations.	Implementing	flexible,	skill-based	grouping	in	Tier	1	instruction	can	help	teachers	provide
targeted	support	to	students	who	need	it	most.	By	grouping	students	within	an	entire	grade	level	based	on	shared	skill	needs,	teachers	can	deliver	the	same	high-quality	instruction	to	all	students	across	the	grade	level.	To	create	these	groups,	grade-level	teachers	should	plan	together	and	use	screening	data	to	identify	areas	where	students	require
additional	support.	This	approach	is	similar	to	the	"Walk	to	Read"	model	used	by	The	Right	to	Read	Project.	By	following	a	continuous	improvement	process	(CIP),	educators	can	assess	their	current	situation,	prioritize	their	goals,	plan	targeted	instruction,	implement	and	evaluate	the	effectiveness	of	Tier	1	instruction.	The	CIP	involves	five	steps:	Step
1	-	Assess:	Identify	areas	where	students	are	struggling	with	Tier	1	instruction.	Step	2	-	Prioritize:	Recognize	that	the	primary	goal	of	Tier	1	is	to	ensure	at	least	80%	of	students	meet	grade-level	expectations.	Step	3	-	Plan:	Develop	a	plan	for	differentiating	Tier	1	instruction	through	flexible	grouping	based	on	student	data.	Step	4	-	Implement:	Monitor
teaching	practices	and	learning	outcomes	regularly,	making	adjustments	as	needed.	Step	5	-	Evaluate:	Use	progress	monitoring	to	determine	the	effectiveness	of	Tier	1	instruction	in	closing	achievement	gaps.	Data	analysis	is	crucial	in	this	process.	By	examining	screening	data	every	two	weeks,	teachers	can	identify	areas	where	students	are	not
meeting	expectations	and	adjust	their	instruction	accordingly.	If	a	significant	number	of	students	are	still	struggling	despite	targeted	support,	it	may	indicate	that	Tier	1	instruction	needs	improvement.	As	recommended	by	Dr.	Stephanie	Stollar,	educators	should	analyze	the	effectiveness	of	Tier	1	instruction	using	data	to	ensure	that	it	is	providing
adequate	support	for	all	students.


