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Prepositions	are	parts	of	speech	that	show	relationships	between	words	in	a	sentence.	In	the	book	on	the	table,	the	preposition	on	shows	the	relationship	between	the	book	and	the	table.They	often	indicate	where	(She	walked	through	the	park),	when	(We	met	at	noon),	why	(He	succeeded	because	of	hard	work),	or	how	something	happens	(She	completed	the	task	with	ease).While	some	believe	that	ending	a
sentence	with	a	preposition	is	incorrect,	it	is	not	actually	a	grammatical	error.Many	words	and	phrases	require	specific	prepositions,	so	understanding	their	correct	usage	is	essential	for	clear	and	natural	communication.	For	example,	we	say	interested	in	(not	interested	on).Prepositions	play	a	key	role	in	phrasal	verbs	and	collocations,	where	changing	the	preposition	can	alter	the	meaning	of	a	phrase
entirely.	For	example,	look	up	(search	for	information)	and	look	after	(take	care	of)	have	very	different	meanings.Prepositions	are	small	but	powerful	words	that	help	clarify	relationships	between	different	parts	of	a	sentence.	Here,	well	discuss	how	prepositions	work,	the	different	types	of	prepositions,	and	how	to	use	them	effectively	in	writing	and	speech.	The	AI	writing	assistant	for	anyone	with	work	to	do
Table	of	contentsWhat	is	a	preposition?List	of	prepositionsTypes	of	prepositionsEnding	a	sentence	with	a	prepositionUnnecessary	prepositionsOther	uses	of	prepositionsPrepositions	FAQsWhat	is	a	preposition?Prepositions	are	small	words	that	describe	relationships	with	other	words	in	a	sentence,	such	as	where	something	took	place	(in	a	park)	or	when	(at	noon).	Prepositions	combine	with	other	words	to
form	a	prepositional	phrase.Preposition:	toPrepositional	phrase:	to	the	moonThese	prepositional	phrases	can	describe	nouns	(the	cat	on	the	shelf)	or	verbs	(run	through	the	grass).	Although	you	can	place	prepositional	phrases	in	different	places,	its	best	to	put	them	close	to	the	word	they	describe.Each	prepositional	phrase	must	contain	a	noun,	known	as	the	object	of	a	preposition.	The	prepositional	phrase
often	includes	a	determiner	with	the	object,	like	the	articles	the,	a,	or	an.	Sometimes,	the	object	also	has	its	own	adjective,	like	on	the	wooden	table.List	of	prepositionsBelow	is	a	list	of	commonly	used	prepositions,	organized	alphabetically:A:	aboard,	about,	above,	absent,	across,	after,	against,	along,	alongside,	amid	(or	amidst),	among	(or	amongst),	around,	as,	at,	atopB:	bar	(or	barring),	before,	behind,
below,	beneath,	beside	(or	besides),	between,	beyond,	but,	byC:	circa,	concerning,	countingD:	despite,	down,	duringE:	effective,	except	(or	excepting),	excludingF:	failing,	following,	for,	fromI:	in,	including,	inside,	intoL:	less,	likeM:	minusN:	near,	next,	notwithstandingO:	of,	off,	on,	onto,	opposite,	out,	outside,	overP:	past,	pending,	per,	plusR:	regarding,	respectingS:	short,	sinceT:	than,	through,	throughout,
to,	toward	(or	towards)U:	under,	underneath,	unlike,	until,	up,	uponV:	versus	(or	vs.),	viaW:	wanting,	with,	within,	without,	worthPrepositions	may	be	small,	but	they	can	be	confusing.	Grammarly	can	check	your	grammar	and	punctuation	to	ensure	youre	using	prepositions	correctly	in	your	writing.	Types	of	prepositionsPeople	categorize	prepositions	in	different	ways,	and	there	is	no	official	grouping.
However,	the	most	common	prepositions	fit	into	four	main	categories,	with	a	fifth	category	for	additional	types.	Keep	in	mind	that	a	preposition	can	have	more	than	one	meaning,	and	sometimes,	the	same	preposition	belongs	to	more	than	one	type.Here	are	the	main	types	of	prepositions.Prepositions	of	placePrepositions	of	place	show	where	something	is	or	where	something	happened.	The	objects	of
prepositions	of	place	can	refer	to	a	specific	location	or	describe	a	location	in	relation	to	another	thing,	such	as	under	the	table.Theyre	building	an	amusement	park	near	my	apartment.Today	Im	cleaning	the	dust	above	the	refrigerator.	The	health	food	is	between	the	snacks	and	the	sodas.	I	have	a	sandwich	in	my	bag.Meet	me	at	the	restaurant.Prepositions	of	timePrepositions	of	time	show	when	something
happened	or	will	happen	(and	sometimes	its	duration).	They	always	describe	verbs,	such	as	when	the	verbs	action	occurs.We	have	to	be	ready	at	5:00	pm.Dont	eat	before	bedtime.I	suddenly	get	energy	after	the	sun	sets.Our	teacher	fell	asleep	during	recess.Your	homework	is	due	by	Monday.Prepositions	of	direction	or	movementPrepositions	of	direction	or	movement	show	how	something	is	moving	or	which
way	its	going.	For	example,	in	the	sentence	The	dog	ran	in	a	circle,	the	prepositional	phrase	in	a	circle	describes	how	it	ran	instead	of	where	it	ran.	These	prepositions	are	usually	used	with	verbs	of	motion.The	defense	recovered	the	fumble	and	ran	across	the	entire	field.The	baby	took	her	first	steps	toward	her	mother.My	daydreaming	friend	walked	into	a	river!Its	easier	to	go	through	the	woods	than	around
the	woods.He	shot	the	basketball	over	his	opponents	head.Prepositions	of	manner,	cause,	or	purposePrepositions	of	manner,	cause,	or	purpose	show	how	or	why	something	happens,	such	as	describing	the	way	or	the	reasons	something	occurred.	This	includes	descriptions	of	feelings	or	opinions,	as	well	as	comparisons.When	Im	late	my	dad	takes	me	to	school	by	car.She	drives	like	a	maniac.He	only	competes
for	honor,	not	money.Everyone	was	eating	in	silence.Ava	reads	with	difficulty	if	she	isnt	wearing	her	glasses.	Additional	types	of	prepositionsPrepositions	can	show	many	other	relationships,	but	theyre	not	as	common	as	the	four	types	of	prepositions	above.	Lets	look	at	some	other,	less	common	types	of	prepositions	you	can	use.Prepositions	of	possession	show	ownership	or	describe	a	trait	someone	possesses.
The	most	common	preposition	of	possession	is	of,	but	with	can	also	be	used	to	describe	a	distinguishing	trait.The	tree	of	our	neighbor	drops	fruit	in	our	yard.Im	going	to	adopt	the	dog	with	black	spots.Prepositions	of	source	explain	where	something	came	from	or	who	created	it,	typically	using	from	or	by.The	message	is	from	outer	space!That	hole	was	made	by	a	mouse.Prepositions	of	measurement	refer
specifically	to	quantities	and	amounts,	usually	with	units	of	measurement.	The	most	common	are	by	and	of.	Likewise,	fractions	and	percentages	use	the	preposition	of	when	describing	what	theyre	part	of.Start	the	recipe	with	a	cup	of	flour.The	boardwalk	sells	taffy	by	the	yard!More	than	59%	of	the	worlds	population	lives	in	Asia.Ending	a	sentence	with	a	prepositionThe	old	claim	that	its	wrong	to	end	a
sentence	with	a	preposition	has	been	debunked.	Its	not	true	now	and	it	never	was	true.	In	other	words,	ending	a	sentence	with	a	preposition	is	perfectly	fine.	Writers	who	insist	that	a	preposition	cant	end	a	sentence	often	end	up	with	stilted	and	unnatural-sounding	sentences:Theres	no	one	else	to	hide	behind.	(Correct	and	natural)Theres	no	one	else	behind	whom	to	hide.	(Correct	but	unnatural)Where	did
you	come	from?	(Correct	and	natural)	From	where	did	you	come?	(Correct	but	unnatural)That	said,	it	is	sometimes	more	elegant	to	move	a	preposition	to	an	earlier	spot	in	a	sentence,	especially	in	very	serious	and	formal	writing.	But	if	you	do	move	the	preposition,	remember	to	delete	it	from	the	end.This	is	something	we	must	meditate	on.This	is	something	on	which	we	must	meditate.This	is	something	on
which	we	must	meditate	on.Unnecessary	prepositionsOne	of	the	most	common	preposition	mistakes	is	adding	an	unnecessary	at	to	the	end	of	a	question.Where	is	your	brother	at?Although	this	is	common	in	some	English	dialects,	its	considered	nonstandard	in	writing.	You	can	fix	the	problem	by	simply	deleting	the	at.Where	is	your	brother?If	youre	not	sure	which	preposition	to	use,	sometimes	you	can	just
get	rid	of	it	altogether.	In	fact,	you	should	always	eliminate	unnecessary	prepositional	phrases,	as	too	many	can	be	a	sign	of	unfocused	writing.Look	at	how	many	prepositions	appear	in	the	sentence	below:	For	many	people,	the	reality	of	an	entry	into	a	new	area	of	employment	is	cause	for	a	host	of	anxieties.Getting	rid	of	the	prepositions	forces	you	to	tighten	up	the	sentence.	The	result	is	shorter,	more
direct,	and	easier	to	understand:	Changing	careers	makes	many	people	anxious.Heres	another	example:	Alex	hit	the	baseball	up	over	the	fence.Remove	the	up.	You	dont	need	it:	Alex	hit	the	baseball	over	the	fence.	Other	uses	of	prepositionsSometimes,	prepositions	are	combined	with	other	parts	of	speech	to	form	phrases	with	entirely	new	meanings.	These	phrases	dont	act	like	prepositional	phrases,	and
they	take	on	different	functions	and	usages	in	a	sentence.Prepositions	in	phrasal	verbsA	phrasal	verb	is	a	group	of	words	that	together	act	as	a	single	verb	with	a	unique	meaning.	For	example,	the	phrasal	verb	go	out	has	a	different	meaning	than	the	words	go	and	out.	Often,	phrasal	verbs	combine	an	existing	verb	with	a	preposition.If	youre	new	to	prepositions,	pay	close	attention	to	phrasal	verbs.	While
some	prepositions	can	be	interchangeable	in	general	use,	the	meaning	of	a	phrasal	verb	always	depends	on	a	specific	preposition.	Changing	the	preposition	can	completely	alter	the	meaning	of	the	phrase.For	example,	the	prepositions	on	and	over	can	sometimes	mean	the	same	thing,	such	as	on	the	stove	and	over	the	stove.	But	the	phrasal	verbs	come	on	and	come	over	have	very	different	meanings.	When
using	phrasal	verbs,	make	sure	youre	using	the	correct	preposition	and	treat	each	verb	as	its	own	word.CollocationIn	linguistics,	collocation	is	just	a	fancy	word	to	describe	words	that	are	commonly	used	together.	In	English,	we	have	certain	phrases	or	ways	of	talking	that	use	specific	prepositions;	even	if	a	different	preposition	has	the	same	meaning,	it	would	sound	weird	to	use	it.Prepositional	collocations
can	be	tricky	for	people	whose	first	language	isnt	English	and	even	for	those	who	have	spoken	English	their	entire	lives.	Here	are	a	few	common	phrases	in	English	that	use	specific	prepositions.at	lastat	onceby	chanceby	mistakecharge	forcomment	oncommit	tofocus	onfor	a	changefor	examplein	advancein	commonin	dangerin	particularinsist	oninterest	inmemory	ofon	purposeon	timeout	of	reachpreference
forprotect	fromresponsible	forsubscribe	towithout	fail	Prepositions	FAQsWhat	are	prepositions?Prepositions	are	small	words	that	describe	relationships	with	other	words	in	a	sentence,	such	as	where	something	took	place	(in	a	park)	or	when	(at	noon).	Prepositions	can	be	combined	with	other	words	to	form	a	prepositional	phrase.What	are	the	types	of	prepositions?People	categorize	prepositions	in	different
ways,	but	the	most	common	types	are:Prepositions	of	timePrepositions	of	placePrepositions	of	direction	or	movementPrepositions	of	manner,	cause,	or	purposeLess	common	but	still	relevant	are	prepositions	of	possession,	prepositions	of	source,	and	prepositions	of	measurement.What	are	some	preposition	examples?Prepositions	of	place	include	above,	at,	besides,	between,	in,	near,	on,	and
under.Prepositions	of	time	include	after,	at,	before,	by,	during,	in,	on,	and	until.Prepositions	of	direction	or	movement	include	across,	around,	into,	onto,	over,	through,	to,	and	toward	(towards).Prepositions	of	manner,	cause,	or	purpose	include	by,	in,	for,	like,	and	with.Can	you	end	a	sentence	with	a	preposition?Yes!	In	fact,	sometimes	its	better	to	end	a	sentence	with	a	preposition	than	to	rearrange	all	the
words.	The	idea	that	this	is	a	mistake	is	a	myth.Are	prepositions	capitalized	in	titles?While	different	style	guides	have	different	rules	for	capitalization	in	titles,	most	generally	agree	that	short	prepositions	in	titles	should	be	lowercase	unless	they	are	the	first	or	last	word.	For	example,	For	Whom	the	Bell	Tolls	and	Lord	of	the	Flies	are	both	correct.Your	writing,	at	its	best.Works	on	all	your	favorite
websitesRelated	Articles	Looking	for	a	list	of	prepositions?	Look	no	further.	You've	definitely	encountered	prepositions	before,	even	if	you	didn't	know	that	that's	what	they	were	called.	They	are	connector	words	that	are	very	frequently	used	in	the	English	language.	Some	students	learn	a	preposition	song	(to	the	tune	of	"Yankee	Doodle")	to	memorize	many	of	the	prepositions,	but	there	are	more	than	you
might	expect.	You	can	find	a	comprehensive	preposition	list	at	the	end	of	this	article.	First,	let's	learn	more	about	these	useful	words.By	definition,	a	preposition	is	a	word	used	before	a	noun	or	pronoun	to	mark	its	relation	to	the	rest	of	the	sentence,	such	as	"to"	in	"I	went	to	the	beach."	Here	is	a	list	of	prepositions	that	are	most	common.	They	refer	to	movement	or	placement.
aboutaboveacrossafteragainstamongaroundatbeforebehindbelowbeside	betweenbydownduringforfromininsideintonearofoffonoutoverthroughtotowardunderupwithThere	are	many	other	prepositions	that	you	might	never	have	considered	prepositions.	Here	is	a	list	of	prepositions	that	deserve	to	be	recognized	alongside	the	common	examples.	aboardalongamidasbeneathbeyondbut
concerningconsideringdespiteexceptfollowinglikeminusnextontooppositeoutsidepastperplusregardingroundsavesincethantillunderneathunlikeuntiluponversusviawithinwithoutBecause	prepositions	are	typically	followed	by	nouns,	you'll	often	encounter	them	in	phrases.	Prepositional	phrases	start	with	a	preposition	and	end	with	a	noun,	although	several	different	types	of	words	can	come	in	between	them.
Because	there	are	endless	possibilities,	there	is	no	comprehensive	prepositional	phrase	list,	but	here	are	several	examples.	preposition	+	proper	nounoutside	Buckingham	Palacepreposition	+	article	+	nounpreposition	+	adjectives	+	noununlike	the	last	English	paperA	noun	in	a	prepositional	phrase	is	known	as	the	object	of	the	preposition.Sometimes,	you	might	see	a	preposition	followed	by	a	verb.	This	can
only	happen	if	the	verb	is	a	gerund,	which	is	a	verb	ending	in	-ing	that	denotes	an	action	or	state	and	thus	functions	as	a	noun	in	a	sentence.She	beat	me	home	by	running	the	whole	way.I	managed	not	to	fall	during	ice	skating	for	once!Between	cooking	and	cleaning,	I	wasnt	able	to	get	anything	else	done	today.And	then	there's	"to"a	tricky	proposition	that	often	appears	with	verbs.	However,	when	"to"	is
followed	by	a	verb,	it	is	called	an	infinitive,	not	a	prepositional	phrase.	An	infinitive	is	an	unconjugated	form	of	a	verb.There	are	many	prepositional	phrases	that	make	up	idioms.	Here	are	just	some	examples:Here	are	the	68	prepositions	mentioned	in	this	article:aboard	aboutaboveacrossafter	againstalongamidamongaroundasatbeforebehindbelowbeneathbeside	betweenbeyondbut
byconcerningconsideringdespitedownduringexceptfollowingforfromininsideintolikeminusnearnextofoffonontooppositeoutoutsideoverpastperplusregardingroundsavesincethanthroughtilltotowardunderunderneathunlikeuntilupuponversusviawithwithinwithoutAre	any	prepositions	missing	from	the	list?	Get	all	volumes	of	The	Farlex	Grammar	Book	in	paperback	or	eBook.	Share	Tweet	A	preposition	is	a	wordand
almost	always	a	very	small,	very	common	wordthat	shows	direction,	location,	or	time,	or	that	introduces	an	object.	I	sent	a	letter	to	you.	(To	is	a	preposition	showing	direction)	Someone	is	at	the	door.	(At	is	a	preposition	showing	location)	We	will	arrive	by	noon.	(By	is	a	preposition	showing	time)	She	brought	a	basket	of	apples.	(Of	is	a	preposition	introducing	the	object,	apples)	Prepositions	are	typically
followed	by	an	object,	which	can	be	a	noun	(noon),	a	noun	phrase	(the	door),	or	a	pronoun	(you).	There	is	nothing	wrong	with	ending	a	sentence	in	a	preposition	like	to,	with,	for,	or	at.	English	speakers	have	been	doing	so	since	the	days	of	Old	English.	The	people	who	claim	that	a	terminal	preposition	is	wrong	are	clinging	to	an	idea	born	in	the	17th	century	and	that	has	been	largely	abandoned	by	grammar
and	usage	experts	for	more	than	a	hundred	years.	Here	are	some	examples	of	a	sentence	written	with	a	preposition	(about)	at	the	end,	and	with	the	preposition	moved	to	the	middle.	Read	them	out	loud	and	you	can	hear	how	the	preposition	works	better	at	the	end	of	the	sentence.	This	is	the	fake	grammar	rule	I	was	telling	you	about.	This	is	the	fake	grammar	rule	about	which	I	was	telling	you.	Other	parts	of
speech:What	is	an	adjective?What	is	an	adverb?What	is	a	noun?What	is	a	verb?	Preposition	definition:	A	preposition	is	a	part	of	speech	that	shows	the	relation	of	a	noun	or	pronoun	to	another	word.What	is	a	Preposition?What	are	prepositions?	Prepositions	show	the	relationship	of	a	noun	or	pronoun	to	another	word.	These	relationships	include	where,	when,	who,	or	what.Examples	of	Prepositions:above
(where?)before	(when?)for	(whom?)with	(what?)Lets	look	closer	at	a	preposition	example.	A	preposition	can	be	understood	as	anywhere	a	dog	can	be	in	relation	to	its	doghouse.A	dog	can	be:in	the	doghousearound	the	doghousenear	the	doghouseon	the	doghouseEach	of	these	prepositions	describe	the	relation	between	the	dog	and	its	doghouse.	The	dog	can	be	inside	the	doghouse,	it	can	be	around	the
doghouse,	it	can	be	near	the	doghouse,	it	can	be	on	the	doghouse,	etc.All	of	these	preposition	examples	show	where	the	dog	is	in	relation	to	its	doghouse.What	is	the	Role	of	a	Preposition?Prepositions	function	to	show	relationship.	This	relationship	may	indicate	where,	when,	who,	or	what.	Most	often	prepositions	are	used	to	introduce	prepositional	phrases.Prepositions	serve	to	modify	and	generally	function
in	prepositional	phrases	as	adjectives	or	adverbs.Examples	of	prepositions	indicating	where:along	(the	path)amid	(torment)throughout	(the	garden)within	(men)Examples	of	prepositions	indicating	when:since	(the	storm)after	(the	party)before	(noon)until	(tomorrow)Examples	of	prepositions	indicating	who:besides	(Petra)except	(the	children)with	(everyone)for	(the	teacher)Examples	of	prepositions	indicating
what:besides	(the	essay)of	(the	few)like	(the	dog)with	(chocolate)Preposition	ListHere	is	a	list	of	prepositions.	It	is	by	no	means	exhaustive,	but	it	is	a	list	of	some	of	the	most	commonly	used	prepositions	in
English.aboardaboutaboveacrossafteragainstalongamidamongantiaroundasatbeforebehindbelowbeneathbesidebesidesbetweenbeyondbutbyconcerningconsideringdespitedownduringexceptexceptingexcludingfollowingforfromininsideintolikeminusnearofoffonontooppositeoutsideoverpastperplusregardingroundsavesincethanthroughtotowardtowardsunderunderneathunlikeuntilupuponversusviawithwithinwithout
For	a	more	full	list	of	prepositions,	see	our	full	page	on	the	subject.	Prepositions	list	here.Object	of	PrepositionsPrepositions	do	not	stand	alone	but	rather	take	on	objects.	The	word	or	words	that	follow	the	preposition	are	the	object	of	the	preposition.Examples:along	(the	path)The	path	is	the	object	of	the	preposition.amid	(torment)Torment	is	the	object	of	the	preposition.throughout	(the	colorful	garden)The
colorful	garden	is	the	object	of	the	preposition.Some	Prepositions	Also	Function	as	Subordinate	ConjunctionsSome	prepositions	can	also	function	as	subordinate	conjunctions.	In	this	case,	a	preposition	will	begin	the	conjunction	and	it	will	be	followed	by	a	subject	and	a	verb.The	prepositions	that	can	function	in	subordinate	conjunctions	include:	after,	as,	before,	since,	until.Prepositions	together	within
subordinate	conjunctions	function	as	adverbs.Preposition	Examples:	Since	the	movie	premiered,	the	star	has	received	much	attention.We	could	not	make	an	appointment	until	the	office	opened	the	following	day.The	student	did	not	think	before	he	asked	a	question.What	are	Prepositional	Phrases?What	does	prepositional	phrase	mean?	Almost	always	a	preposition	will	function	in	a	prepositional	phrase.A
prepositional	phrase	is	any	preposition	and	its	object	(a	noun).	A	prepositional	phrase	may	also	include	any	modifiers	in	the	phrase.Prepositional	phrases	clarify	the	relationship	of	the	preposition	to	other	words.Prepositional	Phrase	Examples:along	the	pathalong	(prep.)	+	the	(article)	+	path	(noun)	=	prepositional	phraseamid	tormentamid	(prep.)	+	torment	(noun)	=	prepositional	phrasethroughout	(the
colorful	garden)throughout	(prep.)	+	the	(article)	+	colorful	(adj.)	+	garden	(noun)	=	prepositional	phraseMultiple	prepositional	phrases	may	exist	within	one	larger	prepositional	phrase.Prepositional	Phrase	Examples:within	all	of	the	menwithin	all	+	of	the	men	=	prepositional	phraseby	the	lake	in	the	forestby	the	lake	+	in	the	forest	=	prepositional	phraseon	the	table	at	the	restauranton	the	table	+	at	the
restaurant	=	prepositional	phraseSummary:	What	are	Prepositions?Define	preposition:	To	clarify,	prepositions:show	the	relationship	of	a	word	to	a	noun	or	pronounare	almost	always	used	in	prepositional	phrasessometimes	begin	subordinate	conjunctions	homesitemapprepositions	Prepositions	link	nearby	words	to	show	how	they	relate	to	each	other.	For	example:	The	rat	is	in	the	corner.	(The	preposition
"in"	shows	the	relationship	between	"corner"	and	"rat.")	Her	party	was	on	Saturday.	(The	preposition	"on"	shows	the	relationship	between	"Saturday"	and	"party.")	In	English,	there	are	about	130	prepositions	in	common	use.	Here	are	the	10	most	common	ones:	in,	on,	at,	for,	with,	by,	to,	from,	into,	about	The	role	of	a	preposition	is	to	show	the	relationship	between	two	nearby	words.	Most	of	the	time,	but	not
always,	the	relationship	expressed	by	a	preposition	is	about	positioning	(e.g.,	"a	glass	slipper	on	the	stair")	or	time	(e.g.,	"the	spell	ended	at	midnight").	In	other	words,	many	prepositions	tell	us	where	or	when	things	are.	The	cat	on	the	table	is	called	Toby.	(The	preposition	"on"	shows	the	relationship	between	"table"	and	"cat."	It	tells	us	where	the	cat	is.)	Our	tractor	is	stuck	in	the	mud.	(The	preposition	"at"
shows	the	relationship	between	"mud"	and	"tractor."	It	tells	us	where	the	lorry	is.)	The	meeting	is	on	Saturday.	(The	preposition	"on"	shows	the	relationship	between	"Saturday"	and	"meeting."	This	time,	it	tells	us	when	the	meeting	is.)	The	bell	will	ring	at	7	o'clock.	(The	preposition	"at"	shows	the	relationship	between	"7	o'clock"	and	"will	ring."	It	tells	us	when	the	bell	will	ring.)	Not	all	prepositions	tell	us
where	or	when	things	are.	Prepositions	have	other	roles	too.	For	example,	they	might	show	possession	(e.g.,	collar	of	the	dog)	or	purpose	(e.g.,	a	tool	for	digging).	Table	of	Contents	Find	the	Preposition	Test	More	Examples	of	Prepositions	that	Tell	Us	Where	More	Examples	of	Prepositions	that	Tell	Us	When	Other	Relationships	Shown	by	Prepositions	Real-Life	Examples	of	Prepositions	List	of	Common
Prepositions	Grammar	Terminology	related	to	Prepositions	Object	of	a	Preposition	Prepositional	Phrase	Video	Lesson	Why	Prepositions	Are	Important	Test	Time!	It's	your	go!	Select	the	preposition	in	the	following	sentences.	Here	are	some	more	examples	of	prepositions	that	tell	us	where	something	is	in	relation	to	something	else:	the	boy	behind	the	bush	(Here,	the	preposition	"behind"	tells	us	where	"the
boy"	is	in	relation	to	"the	bush.")	a	mouse	under	the	stairs	(In	this	example,	the	preposition	"under"	tells	us	where	"a	mouse"	is	in	relation	to	"the	stairs.")	A	Good	Way	to	Think	about	Prepositions	When	you're	first	learning	about	prepositions,	it	might	be	useful	to	think	about	prepositions	as	anywhere	a	mouse	could	go.	This	works	because	the	relationship	expressed	by	many	prepositions	is	about	positioning.
Here	are	some	more	examples	of	prepositions	that	tell	us	when	something	is	in	relation	to	something	else:	the	calm	before	the	storm	(Here,	the	preposition	"before"	tells	us	when	"the	calm"	is	in	relation	to	"the	storm.")	one	second	after	the	bang	(In	this	example,	the	preposition	"after"	tells	us	when	"one	second"	is	in	relation	to	"the	bang.")	The	word	"preposition"	means	"positioned	before."	A	preposition	sits
before	a	word	(either	a	noun	or	a	pronoun)	to	show	that	word's	relationship	to	another	nearby	word.	Look	at	these	examples:	a	bone	for	the	dog	(Here,	the	preposition	"for"	sits	before	the	noun	"the	dog"	to	show	the	relationship	between	"the	dog"	and	"a	bone."	This	example	is	not	about	where	or	when.)	everyone	except	the	teacher	(In	this	example,	the	preposition	"except"	sits	before	the	noun	"the	teacher"
to	show	the	relationship	between	"the	teacher"	and	"everyone."	So,	this	example	is	not	about	where	or	when	either.)	Expressing	where	and	when	are	two	key	roles	for	prepositions,	but	they	have	other	roles	too.	For	example,	they	might	show	possession	or	purpose.	These	are	the	wishes	of	the	people.	(Here,	the	preposition	"of"	shows	possession.)	It	is	a	device	for	opening	jars.	(Here,	the	preposition	"for"
shows	purpose.)	In	the	examples	below,	each	preposition	sits	before	the	noun	"the	wizard"	to	show	us	the	relationship	between	"the	wizard"	and	"the	book."	The	book	about	the	wizard	The	book	by	the	wizard	The	book	near	the	wizard	The	book	behind	the	wizard	The	book	under	the	wizard	Here	are	some	more	examples:	It	is	a	container	for	butter.	("For"	shows	the	relationship	between	"butter"	and	"a
container.")	The	eagle	soared	above	the	clouds.	("Above"	shows	the	relationship	between	"the	clouds"	and	"the	eagle.")	He	is	the	President	of	the	United	States.	("Of"	shows	the	relationship	between	"the	United	States"	and	"the	President.")	Here	are	some	real-life	sentences	featuring	prepositions.	I	cook	with	wine.	Sometimes,	I	even	add	it	to	food.	(Actor	W	C	Fields)	("With"	shows	the	relationship	between
"wine"	and	"cook."	"To"	shows	the	relationship	between	"food"	and	"add	it.")	Behind	every	great	man	is	a	woman	rolling	her	eyes.	(Actor	Jim	Carrey)	("Behind"	shows	the	relationship	between	"every	great	man"	and	"a	woman."	The	term	"every	great	man"	is	a	noun	phrase.	Note	that	a	preposition	can	sit	before	a	noun,	a	noun	phrase,	a	noun	clause,	or	a	pronoun.)	The	difference	between	stupidity	and	genius
is	that	genius	has	its	limits.	(Physicist	Albert	Einstein)	("Between"	shows	the	relationship	between	"stupidity"	and	"genius.")	If	you	haven't	got	anything	nice	to	say	about	anybody,	come	sit	next	to	me.	(Writer	Alice	Roosevelt	Longworth)	("About"	shows	the	relationship	between	"anybody"	and	"to	say."	"Next	to"	shows	the	relationship	between	"me"	and	"sit."	Note	that	a	preposition	can	be	more	than	one	word.
Other	common	multi-word	prepositions	are	"close	to,"	"ahead	of,"	"in	front	of,"	and	"according	to.")	The	word	(or	phrase)	that	follows	a	preposition	is	called	the	object	of	a	preposition.	If	there	is	a	preposition,	there	will	always	be	an	object	of	the	preposition.	A	preposition	cannot	exist	by	itself.	Read	more	about	the	object	of	a	preposition.	A	prepositional	phrase	is	made	up	of	a	preposition	and	the	object	of	the
preposition	(including	any	modifiers).	Prepositional	phrases	are	very	common.	They	function	as	either	adjectives	or	adverbs.	For	example	(prepositional	phrases	highlighted):	It	is	a	message	from	Mark.	(Here,	the	prepositional	phrase	"from	Mark"	is	functioning	like	an	adjective	because	it	is	describing	"message.")	Mark	is	trapped	on	the	island.	(Here,	the	prepositional	phrase	"on	the	island"	is	functioning	like
an	adverb	because	it	is	modifying	the	verb	"is	trapped.")	Read	more	about	prepositional	phrases.	Here	is	a	9-minute	video	summarizing	this	lesson	on	prepositions.	video	lesson	Are	you	a	visual	learner?	Do	you	prefer	video	to	text?	Here	is	a	list	of	all	our	grammar	videos.	A	summary	of	all	the	parts	of	speech	Why	Prepositions	Are	Important	Most	native-English	speakers	can	use	prepositions	without	any	snags.
However,	there	are	a	few	traps	and	writing	conventions	that	writers	ought	to	know.	Here	are	five	common	issues	related	to	prepositions.	(Issue	1)	Do	not	capitalize	prepositions	in	a	title.	As	a	rule,	a	preposition	in	a	title	is	not	capitalized	unless	it	is	the	first	word.	The	Last	of	the	Summer	Wine	Interview	with	a	Vampire	In	the	Name	of	the	Father	("In"	is	capitalized	because	it	is	the	first	word.)	This	convention
for	writing	titles	is	called	title	case.	In	title	case,	articles	("a,"	"an,"	"the")	and	conjunctions	(e.g.,	"and,"	"or,"	"but")	are	not	capitalized	either.	Read	more	about	title	case.	(Issue	2)	Do	not	use	the	wrong	case	after	a	preposition.	The	noun	or	pronoun	governed	by	a	preposition	is	called	the	object	of	a	preposition.	The	object	of	a	preposition	is	always	in	the	objective	case.	This	just	means	that	words	like	"I,"	"she,"
"we,"	and	"they"	change	to	"me,"	"her,"	"us,"	and	"them"	when	they're	governed	by	a	preposition	(e.g.,	"about	me,"	"with	her,"	"for	us,"	"against	them").	This	is	a	pretty	simple	concept	for	a	native	English	speaker,	but	it	still	catches	some	people	out.	It	is	a	present	from	my	wife	and	I.	(This	is	wrong	because	"I"	cannot	be	the	object	of	the	preposition	"from.")	It	is	a	present	from	me	and	my	wife.	Between	you
and	I	(This	is	wrong	because	"I"	cannot	be	the	object	of	the	preposition	"between.")	Between	you	and	me	Ironically,	many	people	use	terms	like	"from	my	wife	and	I"	and	"between	you	and	I"	with	a	highbrow	tone,	believing	them	to	be	grammatically	pure.	They're	not	grammatically	pure.	They're	wrong.	Another	one	that	catches	people	out	is	using	"who"	after	a	preposition.	"Who"	becomes	"whom"	in	the
objective	case.	In	other	words,	"who"	is	to	"whom"	as	"he"	is	to	"him"	or	"they"	is	to	"them."	The	bottom	line	is	"who"	cannot	be	the	object	of	a	preposition.	You	need	"whom.")	You	went	with	who?	You	went	with	whom?	(Write	"whom"	after	a	preposition.)	Writers	sometimes	confuse	prepositions	with	other	words.	Here	are	the	most	common	issues	ordered	by	how	frequently	they	are	seen:	RankWriting	Mistake
1Writing	the	adverb	"too"	(which	means	"overly"	or	"as	well")	instead	of	the	preposition	"to"	(which	has	several	meanings	including	"towards"	and	"for").	Give	it	too	me.	Read	more	about	"too"	and	"to".	2Writing	the	preposition	"of"	instead	of	"have"	when	writing	"could've,"	"should've,"	or	"would've"	in	full.	You	should	of	asked	me	first!	Read	more	about	"could've,"	"would've,"	and	"should've.	3Writing	the
noun	"dependant"	(a	person,	usually	a	child	or	spouse)	in	the	multi-word	preposition	"dependent	on"	(which	means	"reliant	on").	He	is	dependant	on	his	parents.	Read	more	about	dependent	and	dependant.	4Writing	the	preposition	"past"	(beyond)	instead	of	"passed"	(past	tense	of	"to	pass").	She	past	me	the	parcel.	Read	more	about	"past"	and	"passed".	5Writing	the	preposition	"between"	(usually	used	with
two	distinct	points)	instead	of	the	preposition	"among"	(in	the	middle	of	a	group).	Listen	everyone!	Share	the	sweets	between	yourselves.	Read	more	about	"between"	and	"among".	About	20%	of	people	think	it	is	wrong	to	end	a	sentence	with	a	preposition.	This	figure	is	supported	by	our	own	poll,	which	has	more	than	4,000	votes.	Lots	of	people	think	you	cannot	end	a	sentence	in	a	preposition	because,	as
we've	just	covered,	prepositions	sit	before	nouns.	(It	is,	after	all,	how	preposition	gets	its	name.)	Therefore,	if	a	preposition	is	the	last	word	in	the	sentence,	it	can't	sit	before	anything.	So,	there	is	some	logic	to	their	thinking.	Interestingly,	this	issue	is	more	complicated	than	many	realize,	but	here	is	a	summary:	It	is	perfectly	acceptable	from	a	grammatical	perspective	to	end	a	sentence	in	a	"preposition."	(I'll
explain	those	quotation	marks	around	"preposition"	shortly.)	Here's	the	rub.	If	you	end	a	sentence	with	a	preposition,	a	fair	few	of	your	readers	will	think	it's	a	grammar	mistake	or	sloppy	writing.	So,	it	makes	sense	to	avoid	a	preposition	at	the	end	of	a	sentence.	Those	people	aside,	there	is	another	good	reason	to	avoid	ending	a	sentence	with	a	preposition.	Your	sentence	will	be	sharper.	So,	yes,	you	should
avoid	an	end-of-sentence	preposition.	Think	of	it	as	a	game	rather	than	a	ruling.	Let's	look	at	an	example:	It	is	a	scenario	I	have	not	thought	of.	(This	is	natural	sounding,	but	it	ends	in	a	preposition.)	Let's	"play	the	game."	Let's	restructure	our	sentence:	It	is	a	scenario	of	which	I	have	not	thought.	(This	sounds	awful.	It's	unnatural	and	contrived.	On	the	plus	side,	our	preposition	now	sits	before	the	pronoun
"which,"	and	that	fits	the	rule	for	siting	a	preposition.)	Even	though	it's	grammatically	fine,	the	sentence	above	sounds	terrible.	Let's	keep	"playing."	Let's	reword	our	sentence:	It	is	a	scenario	I	have	not	considered.	(Yes!	This	sounds	natural,	and	it	does	not	end	in	a	preposition.	This	keeps	everyone	happy...except	those	people	who	think	we	shouldn't	pander	to	those	who	still	think	you	can't	end	a	sentence	in
a	preposition.)	So,	for	everyone's	sake	(including	yours),	it	is	worth	avoiding	an	end-of-sentence	preposition.	Why	was	the	word	"preposition"	in	quotation	marks	earlier	in	this	section?	Well,	quite	often,	your	sentence	will	end	in	something	that	looks	like	a	preposition	but	isn't.	Bear	in	mind	that	your	"preposition"	could	be	part	of	a	phrasal	verb,	i.e.,	a	verb	comprising	a	main	verb	and	another	word	that	looks
like	a	preposition,	e.g.,	"fill	in,"	"stick	to,"	"catch	up,"	"catch	out."	Quite	often,	these	words	must	be	next	to	each	other,	which	is	a	factor	in	your	sentence	structure.	Ending	a	sentence	with	the	"preposition"	(usually	called	a	"particle")	of	a	phrasal	verb	is	fine.	Top	Tip	Avoid	a	preposition	at	the	end	of	a	sentence	by	choosing	better	words	(usually	a	better	verb).	This	will	give	you	a	shorter,	better-flowing
sentence,	and	that's	the	best	reason	to	avoid	an	end-of-sentence	preposition.	It	is	a	scenario	we	should	not	put	up	with.	(This	is	sloppy,	but	it's	not	technically	wrong.)	It	is	a	scenario	we	should	not	tolerate.	(This	is	much	sharper.)	Some	phrasal	verbs	(i.e.,	multi-word	verbs)	have	"prepositions"	that	do	not	add	anything.	When	you	encounter	one	of	these,	delete	the	preposition	to	improve	succinctness.	I	cannot
face	up	to	the	consequences.	(This	is	correct,	but	it's	not	succinct.)	I	cannot	face	the	consequences.	(This	is	sharper.	The	prepositions	were	a	waste	of	ink.)	You	can	end	a	sentence	in	a	preposition,	but	you	run	the	risk	of	irking	people	who	still	think	you	can't.	Don't	say	"between	you	and	I"	or	"from	my	wife	and	I."	They're	both	wrong.	"Too"	means	overly	or	as	well.	"To"	doesn't.	Write	"have"	not	"of"	when
expanding	a	contraction	like	"would've."	"Dependent	on"	means	reliant	on.	A	"dependant"	is	a	person.	Was	something	wrong	with	this	page?	Use	#gm	to	find	us	quicker.	Create	a	QR	code	for	this,	or	any,	page.	XYouTubeFacebookmailing	listgrammar	forum	
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