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Who has hosted the most academy awards presentations

Oscars Host: The 97th Academy Awards, also known as the Oscars, will take place on March 2, 2025. This year, Conan O’Brien will host the ceremony for the first time. Hosting the Oscars is one of the toughest jobs in Hollywood, and many celebrities have turned down the opportunity in recent years. Jimmy Kimmel, who hosted the Oscars four times,
joked about this during his 2024 hosting gig. He said, “Being invited to host the Oscars for a third time is either a great honor or a trap. Either way, I am grateful to the Academy for asking me so quickly after everyone good said no.”Who Has Hosted the Oscars the Most?In the past, some celebrities became regular hosts for the Oscars. The person
who hosted the most was Bob Hope, a famous actor and comedian. Even though he never won a competitive Oscar, he received five honorary awards. Bob Hope hosted the Oscars 19 times, starting with the 12th Academy Awards in 1940 and ending with the 50th Oscars in 1978. During one of his appearances, he joked, “Welcome to the Academy
Awards, or as they’re known at my house, Passover.”No one has come close to Bob Hope’s record. The next closest is Billy Crystal, who hosted the Oscars nine times. Billy Crystal said that Bob Hope inspired him to take on the role. After hosting nine times, Billy Crystal decided to stop.Conan O’Brien is officially your 97th Oscars host!Tune into the
biggest night in Hollywood on Sunday, March 2nd at 7e/4p, LIVE on @ABCNetwork! #Oscars @TeamCoco @ConanOBrien pic.twitter.com/ZpsGM9LEIq— The Academy (@TheAcademy) November 15, 2024Johnny Carson, the legendary late-night talk show host, hosted the Oscars five times while Jack Lemmon and Whoopi Goldberg each hosted the
show four times. Jimmy Kimmel has now joined the group of hosts who have emceed the Oscars three times. This group includes Conrad Nagel, David Niven, Jerry Lewis, and Steve Martin.Only twelve other celebrities have hosted the Oscars more than once. These include Chevy Chase, Chris Rock, Ellen DeGeneres, Frank Sinatra, Goldie Hawn, Jack
Benny, James Stewart, Jane Fonda, Jon Stewart, Richard Pryor, Sammy Davis Jr., and Walter Matthau.Full list of Academy Award hosts1st: Douglas Fairbanks2nd: William C deMille3rd: Conrad Nagel4th: Lawrence Grant5th: Conrad Nagel and Lionel Barrymore6th: Will Rogers7th: Irvin S Cobb8th: Frank Capra9th: George Jessel10th: Bob Burns11th:
Nonel2th: Bob Hopel3th: Bob Hopel4th: Bob Hopel5th: Bob Hopel6th: Jack Bennyl7th: Bob Hope and John Cromwell18th: Bob Hope and James Stewart19th: Jack Benny20th: Agnes Moorehead and Dick Powell21st: Robert Montgomery22nd: Paul Douglas23rd: Fred Astaire24th: Danny Kaye25th: Bob Hope and Conrad Nagel26th: Donald O’Connor
and Fredric March27th: Bob Hope and Thelma Ritter28th: Claudette Colbert, Jerry Lewis and Joseph L. Mankiewicz29th: Celeste Holm and Jerry Lewis30th: Bob Hope, David Niven, Jack Lemmon, James Stewart, Rosalind Russell and Donald Duck31st: Bob Hope, David Niven, Jerry Lewis, Laurence Olivier, Mort Sahl and Tony Randall32nd: Bob
Hope33rd: Bob Hope34th: Bob Hope35th: Frank Sinatra36th: Jack Lemmon37th: Bob Hope38th: Bob Hope39th: Bob Hope40th: Bob Hope41st: None42nd: None43rd: None44th: Alan King, Helen Hayes, Jack Lemmon and Sammy Davis Jr45th: Carol Burnett, Charlton Heston, Michael Caine and Rock Hudson46th: Burt Reynolds, David Niven, Diana
Ross and Rock Huston47th: Sammy Davis Jr, Bob Hope, Shirley MacLaine and Frank Sinatra48th : Gene Kelly, Goldie Hawn, George Segal, Robert Shaw and Walter Matthau49th: Ellen Burstyn, Jane Fonda, Richard Pryor and Warren Beatty,50th: Bob Hope51st: Johnny Carson52nd: Johnny Carson53rd: Johnny Carson54th: Johnny Carson55th: Dudley
Moore, Liza Minnelli, Richard Pryor and Walter Matthau56th: Johnny Carson57th: Jack Lemmon58th: Alan Alda, Jane Fonda and Robin Williams59th: Chevy Chase, Goldie Hawn and Paul Hogan60th: Chevy Chase61st: None62nd: Billy Crystal63rd: Billy Crystal64th: Billy Crystal65th: Billy Crystal66th: Whoopi Goldberg67th: David Letterman68th:
Whoopi Goldberg69th: Billy Crystal70th: Billy Crystal71st: Whoopi Goldberg72nd: Billy Crystal73rd: Steve Martin74th: Whoopi Goldberg75th: Steve Martin76th: Billy Crystal77th: Chris Rock78th: Jon Stewart79th: Ellen DeGeneres80th: Jon Stewart81st: Hugh Jackman82nd: Alec Baldwin and Steve Martin83rd: Anne Hathaway and James Franco84th:
Billy Crystal85th: Seth MacFarlane86th: Ellen DeGeneres87th: Neil Patrick Harris88th: Chris Rock and Reginald Hudlin89th: Jimmy Kimmel90th: Jimmy Kimmel91st: None92nd: None93rd: None94th: Amy Schumer, Regina Hall and Wanda Sykes95th: Jimmy Kimmel96th: Jimmy Kimmel97th: Conan O’Brien Who Has Hosted the Most Academy Awards
Presentations? The Academy Awards, popularly known as the Oscars, are one of the most prestigious awards in the film industry. The ceremony has been held every year since 1929, recognizing excellence in cinematic achievements. Over the years, many talented individuals have taken on the responsibility of hosting the Oscars, but who has hosted
the most Academy Awards presentations? Primary Research: A Quick Glance Before diving into the main topic, let’s take a brief glance at the history of the Academy Awards and the list of hosts. The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences (AMPAS) organizes the ceremony, and the host is usually a well-known celebrity who has made a
significant impact in the entertainment industry. Here’s a brief list of hosts since the ceremony’s inception: | Year | Host(s) | | 1929-1934 | Douglas Fairbanks, William C. deMille, Conrad Nagel | | 1935-1938 | Frank Capra, Doc Berman | | 1939-1940 | Bob Burns, Frank Sinatra | | 1940-1943 | Jack Benny, Ed Wynn, Lurene Tuttle | | 1943-1947 | Jack
Benny, Basil Rathbone | | 1948-1953 | Ricardo Montalbén, Art Linkletter | | 1954-1957 | Jerry Lewis, Steve Allen | | 1958-1960 | Frank Sinatra, Jerry Lewis, Billy Daniels | | 1961-1963 | Frank Sinatra, Jerry Lewis, Dick Van Dyke | | 1964-1977 | Bob Hope, Bob Newhart, John Wayne, Rex Harrison, David Niven, Jack Lemmon, Woody Allen | | 1978-1985 |
John Huston, Bob Hope, Steve Martin, Michael Caine, Alan Alda, Elliott Gould, Chevy Chase | | 1986-1987 | Alan Alda, Jane Fonda, Allen Finkelstein | | 1988-1993 | Chevy Chase, Whoopi Goldberg, David Letterman, Billy Crystal, Michael Caine, Rob Lowe, Robin Williams, Whoopi Goldberg | | 1994-1996 | Whoopi Goldberg, David Letterman, Chris Rock,
Steve Martin | | 1997-2001 | Billy Crystal, Ellen DeGeneres, Steve Martin, Whoopi Goldberg, David Letterman | | 2002-2006 | Whoopi Goldberg, Michael Moore, Barbara Walters, Chris Rock, Jon Stewart, Ellen DeGeneres, Steve Martin | | 2008-2017 | Jon Stewart, Ellen DeGeneres, Neil Patrick Harris, Chris Rock, Jimmy Kimmel, Kevin O’Kelly | | 2019-
2022 | Kevin Hart, Barry Fan, Barbra Streisand, Neil Patrick Harris, Tina Fay, Amy Poehler | The Answer: Who Has Hosted the Most Academy Awards Presentations? After analyzing the list, it becomes clear that Billy Crystal has hosted the most Academy Awards presentations with a total of seven times: 1988, 1989, 1991, 1993, 1997, 2000, and 2012.
This figure is a testament to his talent, charisma, and dedication to the entertainment industry. Billy Crystal: A Quick Overview Billy Crystal is an American actor, writer, and comedian, best known for his roles in Saturday Night Live, Soap, and the Princess Bride. Born on August 14, 1948, in Manhattan, New York, Crystal has earned numerous
awards and nominations for his work, including three Golden Globe Awards and a Primetime Emmy Award. The Most Successful Oscar Hosts: A Brief Summary Other notable hosts have made a significant impact on the ceremony, including: Bob Hope, who hosted the ceremony a record 19 times Johnny Carson, who hosted 10 times Alan Alda, who
hosted 5 times Drew Barrymore, who hosted twice Interesting Facts and Statistics The Academy Awards ceremony has been hosted by over 20 individuals since its inception The average duration of the ceremony is around 3-4 hours The youngest host to date is Mark Hamill, who hosted in 1996 at the age of 52 The oldest host to date is Jack Benny,
who hosted in 1953 at the age of 68 Conclusion In conclusion, Billy Crystal has hosted the most Academy Awards presentations, with a total of seven times. His dedication to the entertainment industry and his exceptional hosting skills have made him a beloved figure in the world of cinema. The Academy Awards ceremony has seen many talented
individuals take on the responsibility of hosting, but Crystal’s achievement stands out as a testament to his enduring popularity and influence. Your friends have asked us these questions - Check out the answers! Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt — remix, transform, and
build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution — You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor
endorses you or your use. ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply
with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the
material. OscarsWith The 95th Annual Academy Awards just around the corner let’s take a look at the frequent hosts.While the Academy Awards try to change it up every year with a new host, the occasional celebrity gets the honor of hosting multiple times. While Jimmy Kimmel has hosted the Oscars three times now, in 2023, 2018, and 2017 he
doesn’t hold the record for most recurring Oscar host roles.Actor and comedian Bob Hope holds the record for most frequent Oscars hosted, with 19 total appearances, either solo or as a cohost. Close behind him, Billy Crystal has hosted nine occasions.When did Bob Hope host the Oscars?Hope was a huge hit with the Oscars when his hosting duties
began at the 12th annual Academy Awards in 1940. He went on to host the next three Oscar Awards, taking a break in 1944 and returning for the 1945 and 1946 Oscars as a cohost with John Cromwell and then James Stewart.Hope’s longest successive run as Oscar host occurred from 1959 until 1962 and again four times in a row from 1965 until
1968. The 50th annual Academy Awards in 1978 was marked by Bob Hope’s 19th time hosting.The Actor and Comedian was also a major hit regarding Oscar awards and nominations. Throughout his career, he received four honorary awards despite never receiving any nominations for his various roles.Other frequent hostsSimilarly, the “Tonight
Show’ host, Johnny Carson hosted the Oscars five times beginning in 1979 up until 1984. Actor Jack Lemmon also hosted four times total, including cohosting duties.Related storiesWhoopi Goldberg also made history twice when she hosted in 1994, making her the first actor of color and woman to host the annual award show alone. She went on to
host four total times, in 1994, 1996, 1999, and 2002.Several celebrities have had the honor of hosting at least twice, including Ellen DeGeneres, Chris Rock, Jon Stewart, Steve Martin, Chevy Chase, and Frank Sinatra. Despite the recent and devastating wildfires in Southern California, the show must go on. In this case, the show is nothing short of the
biggest night in Hollywood: the Academy Awards. The 2025 Oscars ceremony will take place on March 2 and is welcoming a brand-new host to the proceedings. That host is the lanky, red-haired ex-late-night host Conan O'Brien, who is no doubt going to have a tough task ahead of him. Hosting the Oscars is something that's fraught with peril, as
many of its past hosts can attest, from movie stars like James Franco and Anne Hathaway (remember the year when they hosted?) to multi-talented performers like Neil Patrick Harris and Hugh Jackman and even late-night hosts like Jimmy Kimmel. O'Brien has to be playful with his jokes, but not too playful as to make it seem like he's savaging
filmmakers or actors (especially in light of the wildfires). He also has to make sure his comedy isn't too edgy or offbeat, so as to not alienate the massive audience (some of whom may, shockingly, not be familiar with his style of humor). On top of all that, he has to follow in the footsteps of legends as well. If you're from Generation X or the Millennial
era, you may think of one person when you think of the consummate Oscars host: Billy Crystal. Although he was a common presence at the Oscars throughout the 1990s, he actually doesn't even come within shouting distance of the celebrity who hosted or co-hosted the Oscars the most times in their history of televised ceremonies. The standard-
bearer is one of the most legendary performers of all time: comedian Bob Hope, who served as emcee no less than 19 times over the course of 26 years. Looking back at the history of Oscars hosts is a fascinating little time capsule in and of itself, but even though Hope's last hosting effort came in 1978, he's still the top of the mountain and no one's
close to topping him. In many ways, Bob Hope set the standard for what an Oscars host should be like, both for the audience of A-Listers in the room as well as the vast audience watching around the world. There's the monologue at the outset, along with playful ribbing of the various films and performers up for awards. Hope was also guaranteed to
make a handful of jokes about the length of the ceremony itself (a bit that has arguably become a bit more tired over time), at the same time managing to never feel like he was being too nasty or mean to anyone involved. Certainly not every future host got that memo, such as when Seth McFarlane hosted in 2013 and performed a song about the
various women who have disrobed to show off their naked bodies in previous roles. But Hope managed to establish what an overall awards-show host should be by his continued hosting of the Oscars through the advent of television in the 1950s, 1960s, and 1970s. For the younger generations, though, it was Billy Crystal (who has hosted the show nine
times across a few decades) who took the baton from Hope creatively and expanded it. More modern hosts, including O'Brien when he's hosted the Emmys, like to do riffs on the nominated efforts themselves, sometimes inserting themselves into actual clips. And that really started with Crystal, partly because the technology may not have existed when
Hope was hosting the Oscars decades before. If O'Brien's own awards-show history is any evidence, he may eschew that specific gag. When he hosted the Emmys in 2006, though he did pop up in the worlds of shows like "Lost," "House," and "The Office," it wasn't as if he appeared in pre-existing scenes; instead, he filmed new bits with the actors from
those shows on their respective sets. The truest indication may come from another bit he did at the same Emmys featuring a different iconic comedian named Bob — namely, when he trotted out Bob Newhart in an enclosed glass box and said that if the show didn't end by a certain time, Newhart would die because of the limited amount of air in the
box. It's edgier than the material Hope worked with back in the day, but still feels like a natural growth of similar comedy. In any case, the most obvious question to ask when you think about Bob Hope and his 19-time hosting efforts at the Oscars is this: can anyone hope (ahem) to top his record? Is anyone even close to doing so? Crystal remains the
closest contender, but he's also hosted less than half as many times and is older now than Hope was when he stopped hosting the annual ceremony. The next person on the list would be multi-hyphenate Whoopi Goldberg, who's hosted four times (and is almost 70 herself). The aforementioned Jimmy Kimmel has hosted just three times, and it's only
because he chose not to host this year (due to the workload along with his late-night show on ABC) that O'Brien is stepping in. (And as much as Conan is one of the great comedians of his generation, and hopefully kills it at the Oscars, he's older than 60 himself.) So, the short answer to the question is probably not — the only person who might even
seem like a logical fit as Oscars host is someone who hasn't done it before: comedian John Mulaney, who has been memorable as a presenter as well as the emcee of last year's AMPAS Governors' Awards. But you can't begin to reach Hope's heights without hosting yourself. So, for now, and for a while, Hope's record as a 19-time host of the Oscars
seems safe from competitors. Although younger generations may not have much awareness of the consummate comedian (outside, perhaps, of his appearance in "The Muppet Movie" as a sly ice-cream vendor), Hope is pretty much one of the most iconic performers whose influence has spanned decades, from his TV specials to his film work to his
constant presence as a friendly, if sharply funny, emcee. Perhaps Conan will do well enough that he returns (and unlike Kimmel, he no longer has a late-night show to take up his time on a weekly basis), but even still, he'll have a long way to go before he can top Hope as the most frequent Oscars host. Who has hosted the most Academy Awards
presentations? Billy Crystal Bob Hope Johnny Carson Whoopi Goldberg The Motorsport Images Collections captures events from 1895 to today’s most recent coverage.Discover The CollectionCurated, compelling, and worth your time. Explore our latest gallery of Editors’ Picks.Browse Editors' FavoritesExperience Al-Powered CreativityThe Motorsport
Images Collections captures events from 1895 to today’s most recent coverage.Discover The CollectionCurated, compelling, and worth your time. Explore our latest gallery of Editors’ Picks.Browse Editors' FavoritesExperience Al-Powered CreativityThe Motorsport Images Collections captures events from 1895 to today’s most

recent coverage.Discover The CollectionCurated, compelling, and worth your time. Explore our latest gallery of Editors’ Picks.Browse Editors' FavoritesExperience Al-Powered Creativity OscarsConan O’Brien will host the Academy Awards ceremony this year. It will be his first time as emcee of the Oscars. Here’s who else has hostedGreg
HeilmanJoseph McMahon Update: Feb 25th, 2025 17:19 ESTThe 97th Academy Awards will take place on March 2 and Conan O’Brien will be on stage to emcee the ceremony for his first time. The job has become one of the least wanted in Hollywood, Jimmy Kimmel, who hosted the show for the fourth time in 2024, even alluded to the difficulty
producers have in booking emcee talent for the gala. “Being invited to host the Oscars for a third time is either a great honor or a trap. Either way, I am grateful to the Academy for asking me so quickly after everyone good said no,” Kimmel quipped.Follow all the information on the 2025 OscarsThat wasn’t always the case though, with a few
celebrities that were perennial anchors of the production to hand out Hollywood’s most prestigious awards. Here’s a look at who has hosted the Oscars ceremony in the past.Who has hosted the most Academy Award ceremonies?An actor and comedian that never received a competitive Oscar, but who did receive five honorary awards, was
nevertheless the person who was called on to host the most Academy Award ceremonies. Bob Hope helmed the show 19 times, the first was the 12th Academy Awards in 1940 and the last in 1978 for the 50th installment. At one of his appearances he joked, “Welcome to the Academy Awards, or as they’re known at my house, Passover.”It is unlikely
that another will ever beat that record, the next closest to that tally of emceeing the Oscars was Billy Crystal. However, he didn’t even host half as many as the man he credited with directly inspiring him, anchoring the ceremony nine times before calling it quits for good.— The Academy (@TheAcademy) November 15, 2024 Legendary late night talk
show host Johnny Carson takes third place with five times at the helm. Followed by Jack Lemmon, Whoopi Goldberg and the aforementioned Jimmy Kimmel, who each hosted the show four times. Meanwhile there is a select group of Conrad Nagel, David Niven, Jerry Lewis and Steve Martin, who have anchored the show three times.Related storiesJust
twelve other celebrities have dared to take on the monumental task of hosting the Academy Awards more than once. They include Chevy Chase, Chris Rock, Ellen DeGeneres, Frank Sinatra, Goldie Hawn, Jack Benny, James Stewart, Jane Fonda, Jon Stewart, Richard Pryor, Sammy Davis Jr and Walter Matthau.Full list of Academy Award hosts1st:
Douglas Fairbanks2nd: William C deMille3rd: Conrad Nagel4dth: Lawrence Grant5th: Conrad Nagel and Lionel Barrymore6th: Will Rogers7th: Irvin S Cobb8th: Frank Capra9th: George Jessel10th: Bob Burns11th: Nonel2th: Bob Hopel3th: Bob Hopel4th: Bob Hopel5th: Bob Hopel6th: Jack Bennyl7th: Bob Hope and John Cromwell18th: Bob Hope
and James Stewart19th: Jack Benny20th: Agnes Moorehead and Dick Powell21st: Robert Montgomery22nd: Paul Douglas23rd: Fred Astaire24th: Danny Kaye25th: Bob Hope and Conrad Nagel26th: Donald O’Connor and Fredric March27th: Bob Hope and Thelma Ritter28th: Claudette Colbert, Jerry Lewis and Joseph L Mankiewicz29th: Celeste Holm
and Jerry Lewis30th: Bob Hope, David Niven, Jack Lemmon, James Stewart, Rosalind Russell and Donald Duck31st: Bob Hope, David Niven, Jerry Lewis, Laurence Olivier, Mort Sahl and Tony Randall32nd: Bob Hope33rd: Bob Hope34th: Bob Hope35th: Frank Sinatra36th: Jack Lemmon37th: Bob Hope38th: Bob Hope39th: Bob Hope40th: Bob
Hope41st: Noned42nd: None43rd: None44th: Alan King, Helen Hayes, Jack Lemmon and Sammy Davis Jr45th: Carol Burnett, Charlton Heston, Michael Caine and Rock Hudson46th: Burt Reynolds, David Niven, Diana Ross and Rock Huston47th: Sammy Davis Jr, Bob Hope, Shirley MacLaine and Frank Sinatra48th : Gene Kelly, Goldie Hawn, George
Segal, Robert Shaw and Walter Matthau49th: Ellen Burstyn, Jane Fonda, Richard Pryor and Warren Beatty,50th: Bob Hopeb1st: Johnny Carson52nd: Johnny Carson53rd: Johnny Carson54th: Johnny Carson55th: Dudley Moore, Liza Minnelli, Richard Pryor and Walter Matthau56th: Johnny Carson57th: Jack Lemmon58th: Alan Alda, Jane Fonda and
Robin Williams59th: Chevy Chase, Goldie Hawn and Paul Hogan60th: Chevy Chase61st: None62nd: Billy Crystal63rd: Billy Crystal64th: Billy Crystal65th: Billy Crystal66th: Whoopi Goldberg67th: David Letterman68th: Whoopi Goldberg69th: Billy Crystal70th: Billy Crystal71st: Whoopi Goldberg72nd: Billy Crystal73rd: Steve Martin74th: Whoopi
Goldberg75th: Steve Martin76th: Billy Crystal77th: Chris Rock78th: Jon Stewart79th: Ellen DeGeneres80th: Jon Stewart81st: Hugh Jackman82nd: Alec Baldwin and Steve Martin83rd: Anne Hathaway and James Franco84th: Billy Crystal85th: Seth MacFarlane86th: Ellen DeGeneres87th: Neil Patrick Harris88th: Chris Rock and Reginald Hudlin89th:
Jimmy Kimmel90th: Jimmy Kimmel91st: None92nd: None93rd: None94th: Amy Schumer, Regina Hall and Wanda Sykes95th: Jimmy Kimmel96th: Jimmy Kimmel 97th: Conan O'BrienThe talk show legend Conan O’Brien is making his Academy Awards hosting debut in 2025 and he will have his hands full while filling some big shoes of past
hosts.Premios OscarHollywoodFamososCineActoresActricesPeliculasMore news Wed 7 February 2024 21:15, UK Hosting the Oscars isn’t an easy gig, but if anyone is fortunate enough to go down a storm with the people in attendance and the audience at home, then there’s a distinct possibility they’ll be invited to return as the figurehead of another
Academy Awards ceremony.There’s a reason why James Franco and Anne Hathaway’s excruciatingly forced co-hosting gig is regarded as one of the weakest telecasts in the event’s history, and then they were never contacted again, and the same can be said for the prickly Chevy Chase existing as one of the many hosts who botched their shot and
never found themselves under consideration for a second attempt.Hugh Jackman was fine in 2009, while other one-time emcees include luminaries such as Fred Astaire, Frank Capra, Seth MacFarlane, and Neil Patrick Harris, among others. It’s a tough gig, which makes it all the more remarkable that the person to host the highest number of Oscars
did so a whopping 19 times.Fittingly, then, Bob Hope also holds the distinction of hosting the first-ever Oscars to be broadcast on television in 1953, as well as the maiden colour transmission in 1966. Between 1940 and 1978, he was pretty much the public face of the most prestigious gala for Hollywood’s best and brightest, and while he never won a
competitive statue himself, he was richly rewarded with no less than five honorary prizes.Billy Crystal is in a distant second place, having hosted nine times between 1990 and 2012, with Johnny Carson acting as the Oscars’ on-screen frontman on five occasions in six years between 1979 and 1984, leaving 1983 as the only time he missed out during
his stint as its familiar compere.Jack Lemmon and Whoopi Goldberg are the only four-time hosts until Jimmy Kimmel joins them at this year’s upcoming edition, while Jerry Lewis became the first three-timer in 1959 before being joined by David Niven, Steve Martin, and Conrad Nagel. No fewer than 13 names have hosted the Oscars twice, but even if
you combine them all, it’s still less than the total number of 28 hosted by Hope and Crystal alone. Clearly, those two had something special about them that the Academy found nothing short of irresistible, and it’s difficult to imagine anyone coming within touching distance of either of them at any point in the foreseeable future.If anyone’s in the mood
for splitting hairs, though, Hope was only the sole host on 12 of his 19 times onstage, being joined by a cavalcade of peers, colleagues, and contemporaries for the remaining seven. Not that anyone’s going to try and tear the legendary performer down, but even if they did, that’s still more than Crystal ever managed, as if there were ever any lingering
doubts over who the greatest Oscars host of all time was.



